a q '7 ul 9 * * PF - G2. 8 
5 * * L * * " PT ' . a * 
— . - 2 - 5 : — 4 SEES. 
: l. . 4 . 1 rae FP EL, 


THE RON. and 4 r 
on, 


EW 
"0 
DIALO 
AND 


LET TE WY 


UPON THE- 4 
Moſt Important and Interefting Subjots, 4 


— 


5 cſi 8 — 


I N THREE VOLUMES. 


By JAMES HERVEY, A.M. 
Rector of Wefton- Favell, in Northamptonſhire. 


i al — 
| The Memorial 9 F 
| and Men hal fing of thy Righteouſneſs . 


For Jo nu and Jau: Rivixcron, at the Bible aol 
Crown, in St. Pauls Church-yard. 


Meer. 


: 


* 
2 


E 
4 
\ 7 * 89 
© * x. ; 25 
WW Iz ** & 4 * 
- 
#. f FI " : 7 * 
* TO — — . 
4 . % * = * — % of 
£ 
4 * 4 f . > 
AAA 4421 Af b. 
4 : a 4. 4 wy * ++ 5 -+F, * 7 +0 
\S 
* — 
5 -" I = 1 y y 
” : — 
— —— ——— — — — Gs. „ ee 17 —— . 9 
* % . 4 \ * : 
- CY 
— —— — — — — — — ——— — 
- * * N * - * * Þ — 
L . 1 
. 4. »& - - 1 " . 4 4 


_aSNAto5o? pw qicniſinI 1 
"oy $ re - 927 bre, 


N Lame ad, Mod, 


— — —— — toe 


"loi Siga ice Bi 3505 —— 
A 150. 0 aue! Sab ec 
(ALICE To nomilo M dich n tl Akne 


int Aus "i Straits 005 a orb "2f ,« 


9 + + 1 

br, 6 11 — 2 A. 

; « f © £4 
? <> | 1 

* 4 * 
* 
* * * 
- ' 1 


p : 2 2 * — * 
f , _ 1 i * 7 * ws @ & S& 
8 1 L C — . 4 - 2 » qo : 
8 4 + 42 \ £ — ; 2 — 
= - 
1 2214 


The Right . * 


1 
23 


= 
++ 


Lady FRANCES Sanne 


* 
1 a „ a7 on v4 * * 
* 4 0 * — . 


. 
| " I 
<<. »» * 
* 1 * 1 —_ 


* Ms with true : Palitench, or pr 
I BF judicial to real Bare, 1 
ſhould be extremely injudi- 
cious, and inexcuſably ungrateful, in 
preſenting theſe Eſſays to your LADY 
SHIP. But as the Religion of FESUS 
is the grand Ornament of our Nature, 
| A > 


* 
„ 2 


wy cen ond ey - 
a eee 
Ne KNowing Pages Cünnet 
. the lee. 
tions #compliſhed Perſon, 
Neither A de a With, "more 
ſuitable to the Obligations or the Dic- 


dee ge ee oy. pet 
| You, may. e '# nende add 


it. bas We, ne 1 ai bν 
eee, 

Haitioh to ome rigotoils Auſterities, I 
| Houle not Kruple to join wich che Inf 
/ 09 HL ; ille Sentuatit; La nn to dead it in one 
Pp . fi 75 ak it in anette. You 
| 1 8 N Mp Abr, that 

ut £01, BR 
din 1 0 ities; à8 the Hea- 


perior to all fuck b 
ft Ser We add Jets 
3 258 0 al Aer ho! Ear f. 
Theory in A Regions of Paradiſe, and ; 
_ TOR 


DED ICA TONE / 
moſt pla Con xk rio, rd is thus 
deſeribed deſcribed by: chat incomparaÞ le Author 1 
We Kingdom f. O D, it noi Meat. 

Drink, hut: Righteauſneſs, and Peace, a 
Join the A OL GHOST: en 


i > 10 2nohegitt 0 SHY ot ldi 
16k bree geld 8 Omifipotent 
[els b. be interefted tithe ileal 
able Riches 2 CHRIST. —Ts be re- 


newed in our Hearts, and influenced in 


our Lives, by. the Hanctifying Opergtens 
of the Divine SPIRIT Thi 1s, Rr 
gelical Righteouſneſs. This of, enuine 8 
Religion... This, Map amy is the King- 
dom. of; G. COT the Soul 
How beniga.and ind . 
ſtitution! Hey honey e cant 
geous ſuch g State 5. 
vilegesi: See 8 

10 2noigo A id nt Ap 


buy tat- Farce fh 
ro eid ni N ei bayalqiib oH. 
on 2 3 WY: Is 


m7 DD ICA ON. 


7 Wo ktrse HE Von aH doidw bas 


ac che e Thing in he Amusement 
Far ap andPualuits of the Ambition, 


e? Is not all. char Feakh can puschafg, 
all that Grandeur Fan; beſtow, ſomewhat 
thoſe glittering Bubbles, which when 
Viewed are Emprincf, when graſped are 
Ng f Whereas, che Comforts, 0 
Benefits, the Hopes of Chriſtianity, are 
at once ſupremely excellent, Aol. ank- 
13 durable. - A Portion, luited to the 
ignity of a tional Soul; large as lie 
Facultics, and in Taco 4s Its Being, ., 


very? 3d, ES £2, | te ay F 3 
5 RY abi 3 U 88 
8 izr e 


e from 338 


LES Sin RR . 
Ng: Jeving Vier 1 | 
LORD Feats — poſſeſſes, 
and! 


2 
1 


b HO 4s 
ee feel: eee 


ute Aktached to igritible Objects, a K. 
"pulled! by — her eoy _ 


27 257 ant 

rial, the exalted "Good? 2a 18 Her 
want of duly auending io that Fulneb'gf 
"Grace, aud dat P is! of Re- 
denen, hd dwelt - in ant maſt 
adorable SAVIOUR, that ſo ma 


ſcrious Perſons are Strangers: to the Tra 
quility and Swoeetneſs of Religion: are 


ſubject to all its Reſtraintz, but «RA 
A if any, of its W 15. 


my ee and ad the N 0 


A Iv long. 2, x bdap oy 
Fes _— 0 e | TRL 5 | 
bene an 711 N ebe #70 JI 
eee TLAKD. 2 JAN 0 4 
8 N 4 Mar 


% 


. 


N 
ig Lov ye, anc PC WED a 
Manifeſtations of his immenſe Perfec- 
= NE Tl _ 


N e * 4. 2 — 4 


divine Image! Your Happineſs will then 
be juſt ſuch as is wiſhed, but oh, axon 


than N ANN 
N Wuchs 185 * (IRISH We jg < be 


-wA "Mz DPR M 8 


RNWons N. 85 o 3%, AST ov bows * * A as * 1 


n 
2911Gi152 vun moſt: obliged, and... «SPY . 


vera nouns Ig REAP dun wn vo P-— 
We. 383 nv nt bamible Servant, 
TelAtig d Ame Ad dne ee 
vo, and 785 vhs V mol d MSP 
Nawe, Woügge fas Int We. 
and. nig wh Ns. 
CATUJMI Un ts ccc sd tao 
4404 ed 390 d 22TveyugaTrorA 
"KOI 9 nat A FAME: „Hin N 

. NN Wee ITY K e ee e hank. * 
N 


8 a 


4 # + 2 «4 4 
U 
7. 
5 * * ,” = 9 6d — ON } 
22 — 
» * a - ; 8 
— * nd FI 
— A / . 
\ * 
* . ' =" 
* % * Y 
_ J 


= 

Now p. © \ 4 * 
TE . 

= 74 


— 


Dre 6 
shed 5105omi- aid- 10 encitafiingM 
e bes ahi lyHdgitob Stoch M noi 
50 Fa 160 Vs cus e A 
N of 
-maris Ah eee 280 7 | vgan win 
951g" 187 209 ee as gout Aut 56 


N EHE Rodin u pb 8 
393 ſome Account of the enſuing Work; © 
wy and, to gratify, Him invybis Par- 

ticular, will be a real Pleaſure to 


The Beauty CE arbor Scriptures 
be Ruin and Depravity of page. A 
— its happy. Reco on t one- 
ment, and effefied by the SP of. CHRIST 
Theſe are ſome of the chief Points, vinds- 
- cated, (illuſtrated, and applied in the": 2 
'\Sheets,—But tbe grand Article, that 

. principal Figure, is the 1MpPUTED 


1G. HTEQUSNESS 4 our divine LORD ; 
mba! Tj o ion before GOD, 


= our 'renewed Title to every heavenly _ 
ug. 


A210 


. 
* * 
. 
N 
* 
- 


n DB. 


19 


EEE 


eee wh pope TRY e 


evangelical Dorin bot worthy it is of the 
mad attentive Conſideration, and of univerſal 
Acceptance h binted in the ſecond Dialogue. 
So bal weed, in tbis Place; do nothing move, 
than give the Senſe of 4 Paſſage from Withus, 
awhich is there introduced in the Notes. The 
e Dotrrine'of Juſtiſcation, ſays: that excellent 
Author, ſpreads. ujeif through the whole 
e Hen of. Divinity. At this" is either ſolidly | 
e efabliſbed, or \ſuperficially \tauthed ; fully 
4 Pated, or fighth diſmiſſed; acer, the 
<-2pbole Strufure* of * Religion, euther -adjes 
4 \graceful and magnificent, ſuperior to Afſantt, 
et and beyond the Power of Decay; ur vſſe it 
> appears diſpruportionate and defeftroe, titers 
K il BN 2 a ofpro- 
Ac: Brious Fall 6 A Ye IRA Ke. 
be Deſgn is” r Fee f Dia- 
logue. Thoſe: Paris only excepted, in aubirb it 
mat not ey to rurry n Converfation, wid 
n ru cad Perſon u proper Degroe-of' Bigm. 
Ker Here, \tovayerd_the common h 
. 3 ; 


7 see p. 59. 


'The Dignity and Importance of this 5 groat 5 


2 D B DATE mm 
Shadow-w—ove uo M bur without M anon hd 
i fabrhids* without 0 Comreſ e rh c Jfbifes. 
Our Gen- laman ſ hr aun; and) infa üb- 
werfing,” enter upon an epiſtolary  Correfpoti- 
en > 9nnenmognt) en iG r 
va The Dialogue Form \ſeems, un any Confats- 
\Fetions, u very eligible mf Writing Men- 
n be \ Autbor gien an fir. both» of». Dignity 
and, Made to bis Sentiments. Of Dignity.; 


deſty 3 berngſe Me uo lamgur come Mm in 
1 rahſtd, u invidiom Ceparity of a Tacber. 
Alt e, calling Li to his Furt, 
Air Precepts, He gratifies our Croft t 
urn back 4 Curtain, and admits Us 10 ſome 
remarkable. Interviews," or intereſting Confr- 
wimeginany Stealth; the Debates which paſs in 
the Neceſſes Priuaq ; wich une carrigg. on, 
with: the m uur ſerod Freedom \ of \\Speech, 
 <ndOpenneſs of Heart. —A Curcumſtauaa, "oobith 
awill-apologize for ſome Peautiarities, tat might 
nlkermniſer de inconfitent auth Humiliti, ore H 
Aue 10 Delica. Marticulanly, ii maꝝ ab uiat 
the: Digit: which; ganerali, any. indred e. 
ſetwedly, attends the frequent Iutrmfon of nut 
amuticus and S CY 


O 


* E ore ia ab J 
| # „ Names a "Pb ei re Ws erb 


2 658 61 658 2 n en, 
Fay. 75 N whit de 
1 : nir in pt ipfos induxi loquentes? 
{ol T wi Lain ers — 


2 5 et , Ut” tat anquam præſentibus 
. Sermo videretur -. 7 Me. 
7 de Fat baude, i removed fa 
i, Fe Sorting and makes the neareſt 


q s 255 bs to Life and Reality. I gute e 


125 the Author , — > ME ang the Fer. 
ehyes, renders at paſſes 

| 5 N 7 prevents "Tikewiſe the ere 
boſe inter ocutory "Words," He ſaid, He 
ied, Which, unleſs" the "Speeches ure very 
e _ Frequently recur, ee no pleaſe 
ing Ws 8 the Ear. And if the Speeches 
re. Min Spirit” of f Converſation 1s Jet. The 
5G 10 longer talking 3 "But" ee 
bee 10 el, i Jecturing. 

0 hg have" } ; much 76 eh in Bobalf "of 
: ho 0 ave ery litile to Jay with"\re- 
4 the Execution. unizſñ it De te ch 
e „t, Tan nfs, 
diffingteffüng Tn, 


\ 1 5 87 85 N e e oath 
ter“ Da be” Nature 

Wos 0 N K N 
N 0 Nes 5 e = 095 / 
ien 


Aude aa 4d very. ſuperior Piers 


e . = Fond = MW 


51 ve 7705 erence in 
mL logs 5 
Materials. vary, even ub 95 Tis : 


the Sentiment, 1 nat. 
Jane Mould, and take, he fans Fo i the 
Difion.alſe.there muſt be ſome. Drper/ 


17 Ins 
cauſe, ſeveral_of the Obiections are pr : 
the very Words of one, er t eminent Writ 


who bave. appeared on the other Side of — 


Mark of Quotation z becauſe, the Ly of Real 
ft at 5 62 Ane of 
Lach an Index, and the, 7 4 


probably. Sn”, fm. by the rg of z 
Style... 


d 


* — the 8 Picees, it \ mut . — 
knowledged, are of the, Os overſia® 
A ſpecies of tr. 


om which e 4 8 = 


moſt: deſtitute of the . 
eee create. Dalek my 
times bang bt, that it is e 
ehen rl. ain dterg, Face ' 
Tay —— ta, cop ow alu 
1 vgged —— 2 5 la 
ir is effefted ifs the preſent 
e muſt judge ; thai it has N 


*% 
V 


rink v0 * tempted, 


— * 


9 


Queſtion... Theſe are not particularized 5 | 


4 
* Pim riaicitr 
rape, the” Hiithor mit be permitted 7% 4. 
chr? WH {ma Wal AIHW 588. Kan N 
* en ide pb „ Views 
are ur *Interfper ſed. That, if the 
— the” Appearance of a tude 
intangled \Foreſt, or f 4 frowning- 88 
Nah, rere may 5 ſeme agreeable O 
an M bfſomt Avenues, 15 admit a 
ſh of "the Country; which is" — 
in Charms,” and never fails to Pleaſd. | 
Aber Anthor® confeſſes a very peculiav Font. 
meſs" for the amiable" Scenes of Creation. Ir is 
 thenefore nut at all improbable, but bis Euch. 
Amis on bis Topic may be of the diffuſive Kind," | 
and bis Deſcriptions ſomewhat luxuriant. It is” 
Beped, however, that the benevolent Reader 
will indulge Him in this favourite Foible. 
Tf any Poul feel the ſame prevailing Paſſion for 
the'Beanitits of Nature," bis poſſible theſe. Per- 
ſim "way be "intlined, not vny to excuſe," Bur 
approve the Ful; and take Part wirb whe 
Lover even in Oppofition'to the Critic,” 
- «Farther to diverſify tbe Piece, Sketches . 
Pkiloſophy are #troduced:* Ea to be uner- 
aol aud calculated tv enterrum rb bung. 
arion; d wll ar lo improve tht Heurr. More" 
perhiebkurh, to dpley 1h wife an beneficent 
Deen of Providence, in the various Appearan- 
bes and number les Produttions F the materia! 


na? 


AIDES World 
2 


PAR Ez. Ff AN Cx Eq” r 
Warld., Neither. are theſe Remarks, oltagettaer. 
foreign to the main oint. . But, 4s fe fan gt. 
e Wanders of . Creation may;oompert, With the 
iches of Grace, ſubſerve: the general, nds * 
As to the Choice of my Subjetts—Some 
have defired to ſee. an Iruectiue, againſt the Jam. 
ſhionable and predominant E ices af Abe edges. 
210 L apprehend, waid_ be le piching aff the. 
Leaves, ar clipping away the. Wis Sg of Jens. 
over-grown and noxious Tree. Having. \this. 
tedious and ineffeftual Tail, I would; rather lay 
my Axe to the Roof. Lieb the Rutledge and 
Lave of CHRIS Tale place in the Hearts. 
and nat only a fem of the: Branches, huts then, 
whole Body of Sin will. fall as. f. 
Some wauld have the. Author inſiſt upon \ the.” 
conſcientious Os ſeruation of the Sabbath, incul- | 
cate the daily. Worſhip. f O D in the Fami. 
and urge a devout Attendance on the public Or 
dinances of Religion. — But \when., a Penſan is 
convinced of Sin, and made ſenſible of. Miſery: x 
when he has taſted the good Word of G De. 
and ſeen by Faith the LORD's CHRIST +; 
He will want no Solicitatian ar Incitement, is 
| theſe Meats.of Grace, and Exerciſes. % Coal 
neſe.nn He wilh haue juſt io ſame Diſpoſitionoũo 
hem ai, 45 the hungry neee 


At warn St at! nr aur 46 Some). 


ra «A YN AND LN 
* ri, ns Lake i 25, ac" 
N 4 nyo 


3 


7 O 


5 

; 
3: 
F 

. 


min / them, which are the diſtinguiſhing 
Chriftiaz ! 


< PE FF ACiks 
ſome Ps the W Naa tt abe 
Mt of the Brea. 
_ Others may — p34 T have ngleftel 
#he Intereſts "of Morality ; becauſe, bere is no. 


ia Attempt io. delineate its Duties, or in- 
unc ts Proflice,—Let theſe Perſons remember, 


that Morality never-makes ſuch vigorous Shoots, 
never produces ſuch generous Fruit, as when in- 


 frafted on evangelical Principles.—And if I do 


not crop,the Pink, the Roſe, and the Carnation; 
if I do not gather the Peach, the Nettarine, and 
#he Pine. Apple; and put them into my. Reader's 
Hand, ſor bis immediate Enjoyment : Jan en- 
deavouring to ſow, the Seeds, and plant the 
Roots in bis Garden; which, if cheriſhed by 
the favourable Influence of Heaven, will yield 


Him, not an a but a conſtant a 


Bly of all. Try 24: 
* . 8 S * ö 1 * 2 4 hk 2. * vu * .* 


8 * 
F + I 
* - = f * TT — „* 
; 
. * | Ls . 7 1 96 
" „„ „ 4. 2 IIS ot * % 4 r 
* 0 * 0 3 as \ "- 4 * 
p . — * 


1 Pet. M. 2. e n is, perhaps, the 
moſt exa&? and expreſſive, that Words can form, or * 
conceive. Babes covet "but the Milk of the 


Nxxaſt. RR 


Gi them m Ricks ive them H one ive them what- 
. you mn without thi — * 

Nutriment, will not, they ; 
How finely — this illuſtrate, and 2 — 

cate, What our LORD ſtyles, Th Ha Eye, and The 
N needful Or, the ſalutary 

Tightful Privileges of the aye 1 E 8 — Ws that 


ſupreme Value for de Angeln IG 


P: BUF AAB wh 
As. ſeveral Tuts of Schipturt come under Cun- 
Jideration, Criticiſms ion tht Original are fru 
quently ſubjdihed. Is "order t0theor up. four 
Difficulties, 40 reiß Joms Minen ar 
point out ibe many delicate ud, nr h; Strobe, 
10hich occur in the BIE. - Aud giad ſhould: 
Lie, extremely-glad, if L might recommend fivd. 
endear that invaluable Book: - if; as id diuine 
RED EEME R. ridech. on ia the We 
of Truth, of Meekneſs, and Righteouſneſs,*,. 
this Hand might ſcatier.. « Palm Branch,” ar. 
this Performance might - lie as 4 Flowret, id 
2 and ſalemnixs his Triumph: 
In the Courſe. of abe Di/putation,.. ¶ dare wat” 
ſuppoſe, this” I baus diſcuſſed all the Argu- o 
ments, which Sagacity may deviſe, or Sepbiſtry . 
urge, Perhaps, I have nat-remeved all tht 
Scruples, which may - awakew Prejudice,” or 
embarraſs Integrity. This, however, I may vem 
ture to affirm, tha I myſeif have met"with no 
conſiderable Objedion, which is not either er- 
preſly anſwered, or virtually refuted, in tb 
Confer though I ſhould neither fa-. 
Lich nor Alquct tht Ginger, I Hit bent my 
Endeavors, happily 3 eee 
throw Lighywpor he 0 m Apprehenjion eftabliſh 
— IT n en 


7 ——— 
IJ * aa x" : J a 7 
4 


// / / TT IR: >< — — 
* N ä 3 * * * ar” * N n * l . 
% 4 — 


10 


OGandor, vitber fart neo, or revive old Obioc- 


viii Sis i pe; 
Pri 


y Müsli ba- we r Hidirule tb e- 

Jr wand W ee | 
boxly jay with wy'Divine MASTER; 
"Of! \thar Thow had known, in "this thy 
Days the Things that belong to thy Peace! 
But now they are hid, it is evident from ſuch 


9 


bw Pyvueiusd they are hid from thine Eyes. 


end ach, dn the Spirit Decency and 


nin, Nabu vor, But they will receive both a 
due Examination and a proper Reply. © As'theſe 
* Dvfirints" enter" into the very Eſſence ef the 
- Goſpel; and conftiture' thx" Glory of our Religion, | 
«1phpy con nov want a Succeſſion of Advorates, 
ng ar the" Sun and Moon endure. —For "my 
\ w#'Parr, I muſt beg Leave to retire from the 
*: Bis, and l devon the Weapons of Controver- 
5 Virgil Language ir my R#ſolution y/ ; 
N. Wee e eli d IT GP een 
2331 Diſcedam, \eplebouNumerum, reddatque 
OED Tenthris. wude & Wor A L N 
St Bale 5 yp N. Ra . 
bt Ne ee wt from. aw; the 
ky af. W. Tenets are indefen- 
e Lend apprize, my, Friends, 
& W yeh =p 


"reed bs clear and, e to. 
ane, ; that 1 r«< gn to others the glorious 


Com. 


Luke xx 42+ 


PREFACE iam 
 - Gomtbot4 and ſball content: mpſelf\ with wißß- 
Lig chem Succeſo in ſbe Name of the GR. 
S Berauſt, ite be ͥ Funn in eden 
| (ig: Slate, 1% % mort ptculianty intent amm 
rncountering a diſſerent Aduenſur us wi 

fare te overcome, and neben aa Querktr- 

Let, by ct bis Word- of my: Teſtnonyect and 

by che Bod ef che LAM RE, ahbe to 
triumph even eu ben I falls and ua be more ibun 
1 JFEHOVA Hwy Righte- 
- guſneſs. * 5 e Þ IS. KL It WW. X; AN 

TY Should am Think ie urged, forcible-enongh 
ee eueren e Argumente, ar detect A Mi- 
_ ſake. in my Semtimants,. the N undd may. depend 
upon ſeeing: 4. tree: and undiſſembled-Retrac- 
lation. I. ſpall look upon-it as 4 Duty, which. I 
oe to my. Conſcience,' to my: Readers, and. 10 


ee eee Zener: 
AI is one Thing to be ſilent; another to be 


+ pbſtinate. .:: I ſhall inflegibly adbere rel the 
firſt ; I would, with equal Steadingſs, renounce 
ooh; loſt. _ Though I withdraw from the. Sirife 
"of Pers and of Tongues, 7 Ba rate e Fo 
e cer ategfible.t0 1 


or 


dude N r * 


8 


d 


N P N HEAG EK 

Jer ane HD ing owns by wr dt ov 
ae Blondur off being a Mintifter ef the . 
formed cftabliſhed Church . I enn but r. 
Don of Note, maintained in theſe: Dia- 
gur un Letters, is either implied-in nu Lö, 
turgyyiaferted in our Articles, or tg 
in our Homilies.—Ir afford. me ' kewiſe eme. 

Degree of Satisfaction to obſerve, that the miſt 
material of the Sentiments, have bern adopted 
Milton; are incorporated into bis Paradiſe 
Loſt; and add Dignity to the fublimeſt Poem 
in the World. —To have the higheſt Authority, 
and the firft Genius of obe Marion on a Writer"s 
Side, is no conttimptibe Support This muft ſurely 
bliſhment i reverenſed, n pute Literature ir 
beld in Rrpure. Tut  evin this Banbsion, com- 
with the Oracle of Revelation, is only like a 
ee Cyphers,: connefied with - the initial | 
Nuri "Which, were they detached: would be 
ſignificant ;, but, in ſuch u Subordination, are 


+ Parbaps, in fouls be farther 6nroledget, 
that” I bub not always confined myſelf to the. 
Method of our Syſtematic/riters, nor followed 


Ibeir * 7 of 7 boughts with a ſcrupulous Re- 


gula- 


Pp f B E A U B. xX 


gulariy. I would conduti my-Follow</peatures 
| to the ſupreme and eternal Good, C H RN 
JESUS. I bave cbeſen be Parhpobith 
ſeemed miſt agtecable and inviting; vurber ibu 
moſt beuten and froquented. If this leads; with<\ 
equal Cerlaiuty, to the great and defirable Eu 
1 dare promiſe myſelf an eaſy Excaſe.—— Neeuar, 
that Method and Order; in the. dofirinab Pares:” 
of ibe Plan, are not wholly neglotted, the foll7•m̃ꝶñ. 
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"DIALOGUE 1 


Ar ASIO,/ Was not without his Share of polite 
Literature, and philoſophical Knowledge. He had 
taken a Tour through the Circle of the Sciences; 
and, having tranſiently ſurveyed the Productions of 
human Learning, devoted his final Attention to the 
inſpired Writings. Theſe He ſtudied, with the un- 
biaſſed Impartiality of a Critic ; yet with the reveren- 
tial Simplicity of a Chriſtian. "Theſe He regarded, 
as the wnerring Standard of Duty—the authentic Char- 
ter of Salvation —and the -breghte/# Mirror of the 
| Deity; affording the. moſt ſatisfactory and ſublime 
Diſplay of all the divine Attributes. 
Theron, was ſomewhat warm in his Nen and 
would, upon Occaſion, make Ile of a little innocent 
Rallery; not to expoſe his Friend, but to enliven the 
Converſation. Sometimes diſguiſing his real Senti- 
ments; in order to ſiſt the Subject, or diſcover the 
Opinion of others. — Aſpaſio ſeldam indulges the hu- 
morous or ſatyrical Vein, but argues with 4 10 
"of Fiſdam*. Never puts on the 
Guile, but always ſpeaks the DiRates, of his N 
Aßaſio was on a Viſit at Theror's Seat. One 
Evening, when ſome neighbouring Gentlemen were 
juſt gone, and had left them alone, the Converſation 
took the following Turn. 


8 40. —1 would eee 
| Hedge and rr whatever is amiable in the Con- 


_ Mitis Sapientia Lak... ng How: 
i en amiable Character, and delicately drawn. But 
is, 1 think, expreſſed with grencer, Soph, and ſuperior 
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DIALOGUE 1. Bp 
dact of Others, The Getitlemen; who gave Us their 


Company at Dinner, ſeem to de all of different 


Character. wn err wbs.4s ib enemy 


agrecable. 

Lyſcinder has lively Parts, and is quick acReparton 
But He never abuſes his Wit, to create Uneaſineſsin 
Confuſion.——What Solidity of Judgment, and Depth 
of Penetration, appear in Crrto Vet, how free are 
his Diſcourſes, from the magiſterial Tone, or the die- 
tatorial Solemnity | — Philener's Taſte in the polite 
Arts, is remarkably correct: yet, without the leaſt 
Tincture of Vanity, or any weak Fondneſs for Ap- 
plauſe. He never interrupts the Progreſs, or wreſts 
the Topic of Converſation ; in order to ſhine in his 
particular Province.—Trebonius, I find, has ſigna- 
lized his Valour, in ſeveral Campaigns. Though a 
Warrior and a Traveler, He gives Himſelf no over- 
bearing or oſtentatious Airs. In Trebonius, You ſee 
the brave Officer, regulated by all the Decency of the 
Academic, and ſweetened with all W of 
the Courtier. 8 

— — . 
moderate Loquacity *. To engroſs the Talk, is tyran- 
nical : to ſeal up the Lips, is monkiſh, Every one, 


therefore, from a Fund of good Senſe, contributes his 
_ eee not with an Ambition 1 


preſent, where a Perſon of this loqua- 
played Himſelf of, ſaid, with an Air 


- Concern in. his Countenan That Gentleman is 
lax oper Him o. The Compuny was 


| in his Career. 
Te; es re ted _ Far . is/o hos that " 
ba carried his Ear: into Tongue, 
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4 

Ther. Indeed, ite, 1 think myſelf res, 
this accompliſhed Set of Acquaintance. Who add 
all the Complaiſance and Politenefs of — 
to the Benevolence and Fidelity of the Friend. 

Their Converſation is as innocent, as their Taſte 
is reſined. They have a noble Abhorrence of Slan- 
der, and deteſt the low ungenerous Artifices of De- 
traftiom,—No looſe Feft, has either the Service of their 
Tongue, or the Sanction of their Smile. Was You 
to be with them, even in their freeſt Moments; You 
would hear Nothing, that borders upon — 
or is in the leaſt injurious to Purity of Morals. 

Aſp. There in but ane Qualification wanting, to 

render your Friends completely valuable; and Mile 
| focial Interviews a continual Bleſſing. | 
© They. Pray, what is at??? 
Ap. A Turn for More forious Das | 
| Debates are beautiful Sketches, of whatever 
is curious in the Sciences, or moſt delicate in 
the Arts. From their Remarks on our national Af. 
fairs, and on foreign Occurrences, a Perſon may al- 
moſt form a Syſtem of Politics. But, they never 
touch upon any Topic of Moraluy; never celebrate 
the ſublime Perfod3ions of the Deity ; never Uluſtrate 
1 | the Beauties, nor enſoree the Truths - 
F Ther, Fie upon You, Aſpaſio, for your unpolite 
1 Hint! Wno can fotbear interrupting an Harangue, 
15 that pleads for ſuch an qutrageous Violation of the 
1 Adode ? Would introduce edifying Talk into our "if 
1 Hionable Aﬀemdlics How is it that You, who, in 
10 other Inſtances, are a Gentleman of Refinement, can | 

i be ſo ſtrangely W Particular ? 
| 3 Aſp. 


Ap. For fuch à Practice, Theron, We have ng 
inconfiderable Pretedents. — Thus Socrates *, the 
wiſeſt of the Athemian Sages, thus Hd pio t. the ver. 
accompliſhed of the Roman Generals, converſed.— 
Thus Cicero , the Prince of Orators, improved his 
elegant Retirement at the Tnftxlan V illa.—And Ho- 
race ||, the brighteſt Genius in the Court of Auguſtus, 
formed the moſt a 
1 — 

Was Tito enumerate; a the Patrons of 4. forgive 
me if I ſay, ' morr howourable Mode ; the maſt i- 
luſtrious Names mn would appear on the 
Liſt. 

Ther. This PraQice, howerigilayolied bþ the phi 
loſophic Gentry of antient Times z would make a 
W £46: pare Figure, in the preſent Age. pi 

Ap. And ſhould not the :Copy, after | whichs the 
Genvratiny of Mankind write, be fingularly cornett ? 
Perfons of exalted Fortune, art the Pattern far gene- 
ral Imitation: are the Copy, in Conformity to which, 
their Behaviour. They, therefore, art under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligations, mot to give a cantemptible Stamp 
mann * men. 


* Vid: Soenatic Memorabilia; or Xenoph. 
_ + See Gicero's Dialogue De Amicitia. In which we are 
informed,” That it oy a cuſtomat ary Practice with Scipio, 
with his potite Friend Leih, ail Tome of de -moſt 


diftinguinhed of Rome, 40 difcoupſe upon the In- 
_ tereſts df the 


Republic, and Iinmonality uf the Soul. 


Vid. Vigcul. 
EIT Ik 6 a of which he fpeaks ai 
DO © Nottes Cænægus R, ie 


1 N ttures 


6 DIALOGUE I. 

tures calls loudly upon them, a Concern for the pub- 
lic Good challenges itat their Hands, that they ſignalize 
themſelves by a Pre-eminence in all that is excellent. 
Der. Away, away with ' theſe: au/tere Notions ! 
Such a Strain of Converſation, would damp the Gaiety 
of our Spirits, and flatten the Reliſh of Society. It 
CONT anal, een 
make it Lent all the Year round. | i 

Ap. Can it then be an auſtere Practice, to . 

vate the Underſtanding, and improve the Heart ?— 
Can it damp the Gaiety of our Spirits, to refine them 
upon the Plan of the higheſt Perfection ?—Or, will 
it flatten the Reliſh of Society, to ſecure mn 
pate everlaſting Delights ? _ 
Wer. _ Everlaſting Delights, Afpaſia 1—To talk of 
| fuch a Subject, would be termed, in every Circle of 
Wie and Gallantry, an Uſurpation of the Parſon's 
Office. A bw Method, of retailing by Scraps, in the 
Parlour ; what the Man in Black, vends by whole- 
fale, from the Pulpit. —It- would infallibly mark Us 
out for Pedants. And, for aught I 2 As ex · 
| poſe: Us to the Suſpicion of Enthu/ia/m. - 

"Aſp. Your Men of Wit muſt excuſe-me;/if Fean- 
not perſuade myſelf to admire, either ——— 
their Language, or the Juſtneſt of their Opinion. 

The firſt, be it ever fo humane and I reſign 
to themſelves —As to the other, I would beg Leave 
to inquire; © Are the Clergy, then, the nh Perſons, 
<« who ſhould act the becoming Part, and converſe 
<< like rational Beings ? Is ſolid Wiſdom,: and ſacred 
& Truth, the Privilege of their Order? While no- 
cc thing is left for Vou and me, n 
$6 or the Luxuries of a Win 3 


DIALOGUE- 1 F 


1 would farther aſk the Circles of Gallante ) 
00 « Where is the Impropriety, of i interweaving wen | 

C Doctrines, . diſplayed by the Preacher, with our 
« common Diſcourſe? Or, * the Inconvenience, 
af introd the amiable Graces, N 
6 by his — into ordinary Practice ?” 

Will b an Exerciſe of gur Speech, rank. Us 
among Pedants ? Is this the Badge of Enthuſiaſm ? 
A; ſplendid and honourable. Badge truly ! Such as 
muſt add Weight to any Cauſe, and Worth to ar 

Ther. This would ah the fprighely Sallies of 
Mit; and extinguiſh that, engaging Glow of Good- 
humour, which enlivens our , genteel Intercourſes. 
Accordingly, You may obſerve, that if any formal 
Creature, takes upon Him to mention, in polite Com- 
- pany, a religious Truth, or a Text of Scripture; ; the 
pretty Chat, though ever ſo, profuſely flowing, ſtag- 
nates in an Inſtant. Each voluble and facetious 
Tongue ſeems to be ſtruck with a ſudden Pally. 
Every one wonders at the Arrange Man's Pack and 
they all conclude Him, either mad, or a 1 8 5 


A. Agreeable Strokes of Wit, are by . d 


incompatible. with uſeful Conners nlefs* we 
miſtake. an inſpid Vivacity, or enge ity, for 
Wit and Facetiouſnels. — Neither have 1 heard, that, 
among all our Acts of Parliament, any one has paſſed 
to divorce Good Senſe and Good-huimour, Why 
may they not both reſide on the ſame Lips, and 
both circulate through the ſame Aſſembly ?—For my 
own Part, I would neither have our Diſcourſe ſoured 
with Auſterity, nor evaporate into Impertinence : but 
unite (a6 . adviſes) the . 
4 9 169 | 
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nent; with the Blardiſhifiets of Pleafn- 
2M n + your polfte People; if they can 

10 Lk Mific; in ch Niagpios Voice, than in the 
WMBiigal“e Nöte; I thuſt own myfelf as much fur- 
8 thetr Pars, as they are ar the ffrarige Man's 


ber. With” an your” grey- headed Aithoritith, I 
HAR; 's You will find very 750 Profelytes; among the 
Profe ors of inodern Refiriemett. Faſhion is; Wich 
he World; the Standard of Metals, as well 48 of 
Clothes. And He muſt be of a v pectliar Turn 
indeed, Who would chiooſeè to be Hdiculous in either. 
. Rither, Theron, He muſt be of a very plant 
Tard, who ta an mely delivers up his Conduct, to be 
moulded by a Faſhion ; which has neither true Ele- 


1 to dignity it, nor the leaſt Uſefuliiels to decem: 


er 


mend i 
Koa bt ch, 1 When Jou, is nigh abend 2 
He, .w o Etrueh imitates" 4 ale Faſhion, and i5 
P 22 of corrupt Cilt Or He, Who af- 
s his native Liberty ; and Re follows, where 
51. 10 22 0 1 
Em * Truth lead the ++ 8 | 
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but the Earſeſt Huſks bf Converſition, To thiſe; 
neither offer your Pearls, nor | Praltiute your bi 


1 el Perſons of 4 liberal Pucdtigit; 40 
klevated Sentiments hen theſe meet wetter} Wy 
mould not their Diſc be ſuitable, to the Emi? 
nence of their Rank, and the Superiority of their - 
Genius ? Raiſed; far above the Level of thit-## 
and efeminate Strain—t Upon my Honblt, the 
« Actreſs topt her Part. Heavens How weaſel 
10 ach, lee dung! How gracefully te trod che * 


meaneſt aer $ 


\ Suppoſe, alle our 4357 "OO that 2 22 ry + 
the Ocean, were to carry out nothing but Tinſel, and 
theatrical De ee were to import nothing but 
glittering Baubles, and nicely-fanſied Toys. Wou 
ſuch a Method of Trading, "be well judged in itſell, 
or r beneficial in its Conſequences ?—Articulate Speech, 
Is, the Inſtrument of a much nobler Commerce; in- 
vg to tranſmit and diffuſe the Treaſures of the 

ind And will not the Pratice be altoge rether _ ds 
in judicious, muſt not the Iſſue be Abele a more detri- 
Wor if this Vehicle of intellectual Wealth, is 


freighted-only with pl. 
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Ther. Why indeed? He muſt be far more acute 
than your Theron, who can aſſign a ſingle Reaſon to 
ceountenance them. To explode them, ten thouſand 
Arguments occur. A continual Round of gay and 
trifling Converſation *, of Viſits quite modiſh and 
Entertainments not oral muſt give an indolent 
Turn to the Mind. Such as will enervate its Powers; 
indiſpoſe it for generous Action; and gradually ſap 
the very Foundation of Virtue.—Whereas, a fre- 
quent Conference on the Glories of the Godhead, or 
the Wonders of Creation, would i invigorate? and en- 
noble the Soul. Would MR her Fn and 
elevate her Deſires, . . 

Ap. Did not our Hearts hd 175 45 ſaid the 
Travelers at Emmaus, while HE talked with us 
by the Way +? Thoſe Diſcourſes, tis true, were 
conducted with a Spirit, and enforced with an 
Energy, abſolutely unequalled. Yet, the ſame hap- 
py Effects would, in ſome inferior Degree, reſult from 
our friendly Cvnferenced, if they turned upon the ſame 
important Points. We alſo ſhould fee] our Hearts, 
warmed with holy Zeal, and eiu with tele 
Love. 3 | 

Ther. Such Conferences would tiot only be pro- 
ductive of preſent Advantage; ; but yield a renewed 
Pleaſure, in the Retroſpect. We might reflect, with 
real Complacency, on Hours ſpent in fo rational a 
Mariner; And who would not prefer the ſilent Ap- 
i 11 of the Heart, to e tumultuous Joys; 


The Significancy and. of ſuch Converſation, 
was ſmartiy repreſented: by the Philoſopher r be- 
ing aſked, How he left the Company employed, made 

* the Ram, Others in holding the 


0 uke xxiv. 3 2. 
a which 
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which wanton * en or the int an 
ſpire ? , 

-» Aſp. One“, * ee Ener Mankind, a 
had tried the Merits of the jovial Board, very perti- 
nently compares ſuch Flaſhes of Mirth, to the Crack- 
ling of Thorns under a Pat f. The tranſient Blaze of 
the One, and the ſenſeleſs: Noiſe of the Other, con- 
tinue but for a Moment; and then expire, that in 
Smoke and Darkneſs, this in Spleen and Melancholy. 

I ſaid, Spleen and Melancholy.—For, however jaun- 
tec and alert the various Methods of modiſh Trifling 
may ſeem; whatever Eaſe and Grace they are ſup- 
poſed to give the Converſation ; ſure I am, it will be 
aſflictive, to /ov# back upon Interviews, ſquandered 
away in very Vanity; and ſhocking, to look farward 
upon the Account, which We muſt all ſhortly. render. ä 
What Figure will /uch an Article make, in tha 
final Reckoning, and at the deciſive Bar? Our ſa- 
« cial Hours, which might have promoted our mu- 
4e tual Edification, and been ſubſervient to out Crea- 
«© tor's Glory, all loft in Merriment and Whim; or 
«© worſe than loft, in Flattery and Detraction. A 
66 Blank, ora Blot. 

Ther, Venus, we find, has her zealous, Knight 
Errants, and Bacchus his profeſſed Votaries, in almoſt 
every Company. And is it not truly deplorable, that 
the Go of Nature alone, has none to aſſert his Ho- 
nour, none to celebrate his Perſections? Though He 
. Kean. and the Parent of all 

When I have taken my Morning Walk, amidft 
Dews and Flowers ; with 1 whe Sun ſhedding Luſtre 


King Solomon, | T ede win. 


1 — 
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round Him, and unveiling the happy Landſcape ; how 
has my Eye been charmed, with the lovely Proſpe&! 
How has my Ear been raviſhed, with the Muſic of 
the Grove! © Methought, every Note was a Tribute 
of Harmony; and all Nature feemed one grand Chou 
tus, wellig with the Creator's Praiſe.— But, how 
has the Scene been reverſed; when, leaving my rural 
Hyſium, I entered the Haunts of Men! Where I ſaw 
Faculties divine, meanly engaged in Trifles. Where 
Theard the Tongue, prompt to utter, and fluent to 


dous Mind, if we conſider, That the infinite and glo- 
rious God is preſent at all our Interviews: vouchſafes 
to expreſs his Satisfaction, and acknowledge Himſelf 
magnified; when, with Admiration and Love, We 
talk of his tranſcendent Exckllencies —Niy : We ate 
-  affured, that the Lonb of all Lords, not only hear- 
Keils, but keeps 4 Book" of Remembrance; und will di- 
Ringuith ſuch Perſons, at the Day of univerfdl Retri- 
bution. When the lobſe Train gf Heentious Talkers, 
Ire driven away as the Geſpicable Chaff; theſe fhafl 
be. ſelected for his peculiar Treaſure, and numbred 
iwötz the Feel SJEHOVAHS. 
Ie ne ter, eee . 
» Malachi. 16,77; This is a Paſſage, much to be 
bbſerved. A moſt emphatical Recommendation — re- 
| gious 


* * * ii 9 


enn 
Ther. If the Gentlemen, who make high Pretens 
ſons to Reaſon, think themſelves diſcharged from theſs 
Doctrines of Revelation; they ſhould not forget tbeis, 


own Scriptures.—A Philoſopher will tell them the Duty | 


of employing their Time, as in the awful Preſence, 
and under the immediate Inſpection, of the ſupreme 
Being*.—An Orater will ſhew them the egregious Im- 


prepriety, of walting their friendly Interviews, in the 


Fumes of Drollery, or the Froth of Impertinence 4. 
Asp. Who then, that is wiſe, would not habitus 
ate Himſelf to a Practice; which comes recommended 
by the Voice of Reaſon, and is enforced by the Aus 
thority of GOD A Practice, which will adminiſter 
preſent Goodwill afford pleaſing Revert _ 
minate in everlaſting Honour ? 


Ther. Tis ſtrange, that Subjects, which ge 


to be received, as the univerſal Topic, are almoſt 
univerſally baniſhed from our Diſcourſe.— Was this 
Cabinet enriched, with a Series of antique Madalt, 
or a Collection of the fineſt Gems; my Friends would 
naturally expect to be entertained, with a Sight af 
thoſe Rarities, and an Explanation of their Meaning. 


ligious Diſcourſe ! Perhaps, the moſt emphatical, that 
er was uſed; and the molt endearing, that can 
be 1 | 
geen, tauguam — Jes in Padtus intimum infpicere 
Feſt: & poteft. Suid enim profit ab Homine aliguid efſe 2 
eretum? Mibil Des clauſum eff. Interęſ * ONS 
8 mediis intervenit, — Epiſt. 
＋ Gero Hays, with an Air of e 
Quai vero — Virorum ant tacites Congreſſus e one, 
ant hudjeros Sermones, aut Rerum Colloquia leviorum. 

4 Academ. Quæſt. Lib. IV. 


by 
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Why ſhould we not as naturally expect, and as con- 
Rantly agree, to entertain each other with Remarks 
on thoſe admirable Curioſities, which are depoſited in 
the boundleſs Muſeum * of the Univerſe ? | 
When a General has won ſome important victory, 
or an Admiral has deſtroyed the Enemy's Fleet; every 
Company reſdunds with their Atchievements; every 
Fongue is the Trumpet of their Fame. And why 
ſhould We not celebrate, with equal Delight and 
Ardour, that almighty Hand; which formed the 
Structure, and furniſhed the Regions, of this ſtupen- 
Sus Syſtem? © 

Aſp. Eſpecially, if to his immenſely IG We 
ad his ſupremely” amiable Perfections. When the 
victorious Commander is our moſt cordial Friend: 
when He has profeſſed the tendereſt Love; done Us 
the moſt ſignal Good; and promiſed Us a perpetual 
' Enjoyment of his Favours; it will be impoſſible to 
neglect ſuch an illuſtrious and generous Perſon. His 
Name muſt be engraven upon our Hearts; muſt ſlide 
inſenſibly into our Feuern, and be as Mufic to our 
Earns» + 

Is not all this true, and in the moſt ſuper- eminent 
Degree, with regard to the bleſſed Gop?—Can 


greater Kindneſs be exerciſed, or greater Love be con- 
ceived; than to deliver up his own Son to Torments 


and Death, for the Expiation of our Sins ?—Can B- 
#efits, more defirable, be granted; than to adopt Us 
_ his Children, and fanctify Us by his Spirit?—Can 


| \ Myſexn—Alluding to to a remarkable Edifice in the 
8 A diſtinguiſhed by this Name ; and 
ted to Vikas Ee of F — - 


— 


* 2 * 
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Promiſes, more invaluable, be made; than ** 
which inſure to Us the Preferments of Heaven, 4 
the Riches of Eternity ? 

All this is atteſted, concerning the Almighty Ma- 
jeſty, in the Scriptures of Truth. What a nch Fund, 
therefore, for refined Converſation, are the Scriptures 7 
Der Here alſo J have the Pleaſure, to concur with 
my Apaſio. Though I believe, He fuſpecta me to be 

mewhat wavering or defective, in my Veneration 
for the Scriptures. 5 

Aſp. No, Theron : I have a better Opinion of your 
Taſte and Diſcernment, chan to harbour * ſuch Sab. 
picion3 

Ther. The Scriptures are ae an n 
ible Fund of Materials, for the moſt delightfal- and 
ennobling Diſcourſe. When We conſider the Au- 
thor of thoſe ſacred Books—that they came originally 
from Heaven—were dictated by divine Wiſdom 
have the ſame confummate Excellence, as the Works 
of Creation—It is really ſurpriſing, that We are not 
always ſearching, by Study, by Meditation, or Con- 
verſe, into one or other of thoſe grand Volumes. 

Aſp. When Secker preaches, or Murray pleads ; the 
Church is crouded, and the Bar thronged. When 
Spence produces the Refinements - of - Criticiſm, or 
Young diſplays the Graces of Poetry; the Preſs toils, 
yet is ſcarce able to ſupply the Demands of the Public. 
Are We eager" to hear, and impatient to purchaſe, 

what proceeds from ſuch eloquent Tongues, and 
maſterly Pens? And can We be coldly indifferent, 
when — not the moſt accompliſhed of Mankind—not 
the moſt-exalted of Creatures—but the adorable Au- 
2 ſpeaks in his revealed Word? 


4 Strange 
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Strange! that our Attention does not hang * upan 
the venerable Accents, and our "TW For) Wn: wy 
Incomparable Truths! 

De. I admire, I muſt confeſs, the very el 
of the Bible. In this, methinks, 8 
mity, between the Back of Nen ad d the Fo of 


ture. 
1 Mature, the divine Teacher (pea ks, 


Hot barely to our Ears, but to all our Senſes. And 
it is very remarkable, how He varies his Addreſs! 
»—Obſerye his grand and auguſt Works. In theſe, 
He uſes che Style of Majeſty. We may call it, the 
true Sublime. It ſtrikes with Awe, and tranſports the 
Mind. View his ordinary Operations. Here, He 
(deſcends to a plainer Dialect. This may be t 

the familiar Style. We comprehend it with Eaſe , 
and attend to it with Pleaſure.—In the more orna- 
mented nk of the 8 He clothes bis 17 


. 


but che 85 Stjle? 

A Variety; ſomewhat ſimilar, runs ani the ICY 
tures. Would You ſee Hi/tory, in all her Simplicity, 
and all her Force; moſt heautiſully eaſy, yet ixreſiſt- 
ibly ſtriking See Her, or rather Fe her Energy, 
touching the niceſt Movements of the Soul, and tri- 
-wphing vyer our ed in the r Nene 


tg 
628 


he * St, 2 in his evan ical Hiſtory, » mY 
fol Image, I e People h ung, upon _— ps of 
eacher. _ Luke She. 48. Which implies 


to very 10 Ideas — an Attention, that nothing eould 
ae an Eagerneſs, ſcarce ever to be ſatiafed. 
— 9 Wee Nur. 


n 4 tive 


* 
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tive of Fo/ep#'s Life. The Repreſentation of &ſax's 
bitter Diſtreſs ; the Converſation-Pieces of Jonathan, 
and his gallant Friendt; the memorable Journal of the 
Diſciples going to Emmaus 4 ; are finiſhed Models 
of the Impaſſioned and Affecting.— Here is nothing 


Rudied ; no Flights of Fancy; no Embelliſhments of _ 
Oratory. Yet, how inferior is the Epiſode of Mf 


and Euriaius, though worked up by the moſt maſter- 
ly Hand in the World, to the undiſſemhled artleſs 
Feryency of theſe ſcriptural Sketches I | 

Are We pleaſed with the Elevation and Dignity of 
an Heroic Poem ; or the Tenderneſs and Perplexity of 
a Dramotic Performance? In the-Book of Fob, they 
are both united, and both unequalled.——Conformably 
to the exacteſt Rules of Art, as the Action advances, 
the Incidents are more alarming, and the Images more 


magnificent, The Language glows, and the Pathos 


ſwells. Till, at laſt, the DEIT Y Himſelf makes 


dis Entrance. Lie ſpeaks from the Whirlwind, and - 


ſummons the Creation: ſummons Heaven, and all its 
mining Hoſt ; the Elements, and their moſt wonder- 


ful Productions; to vouch for the Wiſdom. of his pro- 


* Gen. xxvii. 30, &c. + 1 Sam. xvili, xix, xx. 
1 Luke xxiv. 13, &c. | 


Let a Perſon of true Taſte, peruſe, in a cortical 


View, the two firſt Chapters of St. Luke. He will there 


find a Series of the moſt ſurpriſing Incidents, - related 


-with the greateſt 5; city, yet with the utmoſt Majeſty. 
— AT which, — "> 4 "Fein in 8 po 
7 and illuminated, by a judicious Intermixture 

the ſublimeſt Pieces of Poetry. For my own Part, 
I know not how to characterize them more pro- 
perly, than by Solomon's elegant — 2 — They are 


gold Rings ſet with the Beryl, or as bright Ivory over-laid 
we ers Cantic. v. * | — 


Vol. I. 
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vidential Diſpenſations.— His Word ſtrikes Terror, 
and flaſhes Conviction: decides the momentous Con- 
troverſy, and cloſes the auguſt Drama, with all ru 
ble Solemnity and Grandeur. ; 

f We ſometimes chooſe a plaintive Strain fuch as 
. the Mind, and ſooths an agreeable. Melan- 
choly: are any of the antient Tragedies ſuperior, in 
the Eloquence of Mourning, to David's pathetic 
Elegy on his beloved Jonathan *; to his moſt paſſionate 
and inconſolable Moan t, © over the . but * wa 


OT x * 19, _ 191 

+ 2 Sam. xviii. 33. The Kin WAS vehemently affected 
(2) and went up * ' the Chamber er, and wept: and as He 
event, He aid; O my Son Abſalom !' my 2 Sen Abſa- 
lom1 Would to GOD I had died for Thee ! 8 Abſalom, 
y Son, my Son ( — Such a Picture, and ſo much Pathos; 
ſo artleſs both, and both ſo exquiſite ; I muſt acknow- 
— e, I never met with, among all the Repreſentations 
ignity in Diſtreſs. —The King's Troops had gained 
in 2 Victory. His Crown and his Life were reſcued 
from the moſt imminent Danger. Vet all theſe joyful 
Tidings were obliterated by the over-whelming Impetuo- 
ſity o bs Griefs.—The News of 4b/alom's Death, ſtruck 
Him like a Dagger. He ſtarts from his Seat. He haſtens a 
into Retirement, there to pour out his Soul in copious La- 
mentation. But his Anguiſh is too impetuous, to bear a 
Moment's Reſtraint. He burſts immediately into a Flood 

of Tears; and cries, as He goes; O Abſalom, &c. 
What ſays Mezentius, when his Sen is ſlain ? When, 
to his Sorrow, the pale Corpſe, the miſerable 
Wer e, is before his Eyes, W 

he moſt pathetic Word He utters, is A 


Heu ! nunc miſero mibi demum 
Tas infelix, nunc alte Vulnus adactum. 22 


| How languid. is Virgil | How inexpreſſooe che prince of 
Latin Poetry | compared with the royal Mourner in 
Jfrael / Moſt evident, from this and many other Inſtan- 
ces, is the Superiority of the Scriptures, in copying Na- 
ture, and painting the Paſſions, | 


; PY 


$ a hy 
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py Alſahm; or to that melodious Woe, which Ware 
bles and bleeds, in every Line of Feremiah's Lamen- 
tations ? 

Would We be entertained with the daring Subli- 
mity of Homer, or the correct Majeſty of Virgil? 
With the expreſſive Delicacy of Horace, or the rapid 
Excurſions of Pinder ? Behold them joined, behold 
them excelled, in the Odes of Moſes, and the eucha- 
riſtic Hymn of Deborah in the exalted Devotion of the 
Pſalms, and the glorious Enthuſiaſm of the Prophets. 

Aſp. Only with this Difference, That the former 
are tuneful Triflers *, and amuſe the Fancy with 
empty Fiction: the latter are Teachers ſent from 
GO D, and make the Soul wiſe unto Salvation,—The - 
Bible, is not only the brighteſt Ornament, but the 
moſt invaluable Depoſitum. On a right, a practical 
Knowledge of theſe lively Oracles, depends the pre- 
ſent Comfort, and the endleſs F elicity of Mankind. 
Whatever, therefore, in Study or Converſation, has 
no Connection with their divine Contents; may be - 
reckoned among the Toys of Literature, or the 9. 
phers of Diſcourſe, 

Ther. Here again the Book of Scriptare, i as | 
what like the Magazine of Nature. What can We 
deſire, for our Accommodation and Delight, which this 
Store-Houſe of Conveniences does not afford? What 


can We wiſh, for our Edification and Improvement, 


which that Fund of Knowledge does not ſupply ? Of 


theſe We may truly affirm, each, in its Wn 
Kind, i. — unto all Things. 


Are We Admirers of Antiquity *-— Here, We are 
led back, beyond the univerſal Deluge, and far be- 


* Ladit amabiliter. 
C 2 yond 


W.1 I A L 0 G U E L 
__ the Date of any other Annals. e are intro · 
duced am the galten Inhabitants of the Earth. 
We take E 4 — of Mankind, in their undiſguiſed 
itive Plainneſs, and when the Days of their Life 
were but little ſhort of a thouſand Vears. We are 
brought acquainted with the Original of Nations; 
with the Creation of the World; and with the Birth 
of Time itſelf. __. 
Are We delighted with gh Atchievements ? = — 
Wherei is any Thi ingcomparable to theMiracles in Egypt, 
and the Wonders in the Field of Zoan? To the Me- 


moirs of the Iſraelites, paſſing through the Depths of 


the Sea; ſojourning in the inhoſpitable Deſarts; and 
1 7 — the Kingdoms of Canaan Where hall 

meet with Inſtances of martial Bravery, equal to 
the prodigious Exploits of the Judges; or the adven- 
turous Deeds of Jeſſe's valiant Son, and his matchleſs 
Band of Mortbies Here, We behold the funda- 


mental Laws of the Univerſe, ſometimes ſuſpended, 


ſometimes reverſed: and not only the Current ef Jor- 


. dan, but the Courſe of Nature controuled. In mort; 


when We enter the Field of Scripture, We tread — 


on - enchanted, ſhall I ſay ? rather — on conſecrated 


Ground, Where Aſtoniſnment and Awe are awaken- 


- ed, at every Turn. Where is all, more than all, 


the Marvelous of Romance *; connected with al the 


Feen and Sanctity of Truth. 


9 1 
28s 


If. We want Maxims of Wiſdom, or have aTaſte for 


: dhe Laconic Style ; how copiouſly may our Wants be 
fſupplied, and how delicately our Taſte | gratified ! 
n. in the Book of Proverbs, Lanner and 


- 
ky 
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fame of the minor Prophets. Here, are the moſt ſage. 
Leſſons of Inſtruction; adapted to every. Cireum- 
ſtance of Life; formed upon the Experience of all pre 
ceding Ages; and perſected by the unerring SPIRIT 
of Inſpiration. — Theſe delivered, with ſuch remark- 
able Conciſeneſs; that One might venture to fay, 
every Word is a Sentence . At leaſt, every Sen- 
tence may be called an Apothegm ; ſparkling with 
Brightneſs of Thought, or weighty with Solidity of 
Senſe. The whole, like a Proſuſion of Pearls ach 
containing, in a very ſmall Compaſs, a Value almoſt 
immenſe — al! heaped up (as an, ingenious Critic 
ſpeaks) with a confuſed Magnificence, above All 
Order. J/7˙§˙æ.ẽ on 
If We look for the Strength of Reaſoning, and the 
Warmth of Erbortation: the inſmuating Arts of gen- 
teel Addreſs, or the manly Boldneſs of impartial Re- 
proof: all the Thunder of the Orator, without any 
of his Oftentation ; all the Politeneſs of the Courtier, 
without any of his Flattery : —let Us have Recourſe 
to the Acts of the Apoſtles, and to the Epiſtles of St. 
Paul t. "Theſe are a Specimen, or rather theſe are the 
Standard, of them all. „ 23795, eech 
I do not wonder, therefore, that a Taſte ſo refined; 
and a Judgment fo correct as Milton's, ſhould diſcern 
„What Cicero ſaid of Thucidider, is more eminently 
true, concerning our royal Moraliſt, and his rich Collec- 
_ tion of Ethics ; concerning our ev ical Hiſtorians, 
© and their copious Variety of Facts. Eum ade «je Rebus 
| Plenum refertumgue, uf prope V erborum Numerum Numero Re- 
rum guet. 
Li very remarkable Inſtance of i St. 
Paul's Writings, is, That though diffuſe in the dherinal, 
they are conciſe in the £5 apo Parts: On the former, it 
N 'C3 2 87 . + 
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| higher AttraQtives in the Volume of Inſpiration, than 
in the eee b - e * be 


pl 3177 1 

; — Vt na. 22 

See where the Muſes haunt . 
Clear Spring, or ſhady Grove, or ſunny Hill, 
Smit with the Love of ſacred Song:: but Cntr 
Des Sion, and the flowery Banks beneath, 
- » That waſh thy hallowed Feet, and wr a, : 
oath [ Was is v2 


Ab. 13 Recommendation of the Scriptures, 

is, That they afford the moſt awful and moſt amiable 

- Manifeſtations. of the GODHEAD, His Glory 
ſhines, and his Goodneſs ſmiles, in thoſe divine Pages, 
with unparalleled Luſtre. —Here, We have a ſatisfac- 
tory Explanation of our own State. The Origin of Eyil 


was abſolutely ace ary, to en! On the latter, it is 
always Jadicivus to be ſhort. Ne celebrated Rule of 
Horace, . 
| ' Quicquid precipies, eſto brevis, 
Was never more exactly obſerved, nor more finely exem- 
hed, than by our Apoſtolic Author. See that noble 
String 'of Precepts, 17 52. 16, 17, Cc. — See another 
- Choice Collection of the ſame Kind. Rom. xii. 9, 10, &c. 
In which the Energy of the Diction is no leſs admirable, 
than the Conciſeneſi of the Sentence. Anogvyurre; — noMw- 
prevpi—Puorogye—tyorre;—mpronaggerr—Inarr—are fome 
of the moſt vigor Words that Language can furniſh ; 
and form the moſt animated ing, chat Imagination 
conceive. 
That is, ( He ſtill was pleaſed to ) ſtudy the Beauties 
ge of the antient Pocts; but his higheſt Delight was in the 
ge of Sion, in the holy Scriptures, and in theſe He 
nm aun Night. 6 +1 
See Dr, Newton's Edit. 
| 15 
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io cel the Cauſe of all our Miſery diſcovered z and 
the Remedy, the infallible Remedy, both clearly: 
ſhewn, and freely offered. The Merits of the bleed- 
ing FESUS, lay a firm Foundation for all our Hopes: 
while Gratitude for his dying Love, ſuggeſts the moſt 
winning Incitement to every Duty.—Morality, The- 
ron, your (and let me add, ny) admired Morality, is 
delineated in all its Branches. Is placed upon is 
proper Baſis, and raiſed to its higheſt Elevation.— 
The SPIRIT of G00 is promiſed, to enlighten the 
Darkneſs of our Underſtandings, and ſtrengthen the 
Imbecillity of our Wills. What an 8 by 
indulge me, on this favourite Topic; 

Ther. It is, I aſſure You equally pleaſing to my⸗ 
ſelf. Vour Enlargements, therefore, need no Apology. 

- Aſp. What ample Proviſion is made, by theſe bleſſed 
Books, for all our ſpiritual Wants! And, in this 
Reſpect, how indiſputable is their Syperiptity to al 
other Compoſitions !- - | 
ls any One convinced of Guilt, as rewe He- 
ven, and ruining the Soul? Let Him aſk Reaſon, to 
point out a Means of Reconciliation, and a Refuge 
of Safety. Reaſon heſitates, as She replies; „The 
© Deity: may, perhaps, accept our Supplications, and 
grant Forgiveneſs.” —But the Scriptures leave Us 
not to the ſad Untertainty of Conjecture, They ſpeak 
the Language of clear Aſſurance. GOD has ſet forth 
a Propitiation *: He dpes forgive our Iniquities $: He 
coill remember our Sins no more . 

Are We aſfaulted by Temptation, or averſe to Du- 
ty ?—Philoſophy may attempt to parry the Thruſt, or 
to ſtir up the reluctant Mind; 3 by Alcan the Der 


79 
2 Rom. ii 254 + | Pl. 5 * Heb. viii. 12. 
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2 DIALOGUE 1. 

5 of Vice,” and urging the” Fitneſs of Things. 
2 eeble Expedients! Juſt as well calculated, to-ac- 
comply the Ends propoſed; as the flimſy Fortifica- 
ny — to defend Us from the Ball of a 
Eatinon; or, 'as the gentle Vibrations of a Lady's 
Fan, to make à Wind- bound Navy ſail.— The Bible 
recommends no fuch incompetent Suceours. My 
Grate, ſays its Amighty Author, #s ſufficient for Thees. 
Rr 
AH, in whom is everlaſting Strength, He 
ine and #9 di, of bis good Plea- 

et. 
ae we be viſited with Sickneſs, or overtziten 
by ang Calnmig, the Conſolation which Plato offers, 
; That fuch Diſpenſations co-incide with the uni- 
verſal Plan of divine Government. Virgil will tell 
Us, for our Relief; That afflictive Viſitations are, 
more or leſs, the unavoidable Lot of all Men. Ano- 

"ther Moraliſt whiſpers in the dejected Sufferer's Ear, 

* Impatience adds to the Load: whereas, à calm 

cc Submiſſion renders it more 3 Does 
"the Word of Revelation diſpenſe ſuch ſpiririsſi and 
gitive Cordials? No: Thoſe Pages in- 
Us, That Tribulations are fatherly Chaſtiſe- 
ments; Tokens of our Maker's Love, and Fruits of 
his Care. That they are intended to work in Us, 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs ; — og 


out for Us, an eternal Weight of Glory f. Sole 


2 5 9 4 Fee * Phil. . 13. 
2 6 

in all the Volumes of Heathen Morali- 
ty, 2 this ane Recipe of Revelation? They 


are, in chearin Efficacy, ſomewhat like the 
Froth r 87 Aden rapid Streams, com- 


\ 
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Should We, under the Summons of Death, . 
Recourſe to the moſt celebrated Comforters in 
Heathen World; they would increaſe our Appreben- 
fions, rather than mitigate our Dread. Heath. is re- 
preſented, by the great Maſter. of their Schools; as 
«© The welt formidable of all Evils.” They were 
not able poſitively to determine, Whether the Soul 
furvived 3 and never ſo much as dreamt of the Neſur- 
rection of the Body. Whereas, the Book of GOD 
ſtrips the Monſter of his Horrors, or turns Him into 
a Meſſenger of Peace: gives Him an Angel's Face, 
and a Deliverer's Hand. Aſcertaining to the Souls 
of the Righteous, an immediate Tranſlation into the 
Regions of Bliſs; and enſuring to their Bades, a 
moſt advantageous Revival, at the Reſtoration of all 
r 

--Incſtimable Book ! It heals the Maladies of Like 
and ſubdues the Fear of Death. It ftrikes a light- | 
ſome Viſta, through the Gloom of the Grave; and 
opens a charming, a glorious Proſpect of Immortali- 
ty in the Heavens. 
+» Theſe, with many other Excellencies peculiar. to 
| the Scriptures, One would imagine more than ſuffi- 
cient, to engage every /en/ible Heart in their Favour; 
| e with the higheſt Eſtrem, into every 


improved 
eat b. eder. Which, : 


Us, was 

Teng? with Dro of foreign Uo, 

| The boiling Boſom of "tumultuous 
"7; thay tip ein Front of 


_ 

w_ l 
And dry the tearful Sluices of Deſpair. | 

Can d with that virtue Deanght, th' eule Mind 


. Serſo of Wie delivers to the Wind. = 
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2 or latter Ages can boaſt. Inſomuch, 

by fl mats while living, this public Declaration ; ; 
elt it, when He died, upon everlaſting Record— 

Th 22 are ſweeter to my Mouth, than Honey +.— 
Thy: Law i iS my, Meditation all the — I will. peak. 
of: thy Teſlimonies, even before Kings \|,—If David 
taſted ſo much Sweetneſs in a ſmall, — that the Jea/? 
valuable, Part of the divine Word; how much richer 
is the F caſt to Us: ! Since the Goſpel is s afded to the 


* If » we a. ces David, ; in the NG Variety of his 
fine Qualifications—The. Ornaments of his Perſon, and 
the far more illuſtrious Endowments of his Mind— 
The ſurpriſing Revolutions in his Fortune ; ſometimes, 
reduced to the loweſt Ebb of T ; ſometimes, 


riding upon the higheſt Tide of Profperity—His ſin- 


gular N in extricating Himſelf from Difficulties ; 
and peculiar Felicity, 'in accommodating Himſelf to all 
Circumſtances—The Prizes He won, as a youthful Cham- 


. pion; and the Victories He ed, as an experienced 


General His maſterly Han n the Harp, and his 


inimitable Talent for 5 he admirable Regula. 
tions of his royal Government, and the incomparable | 


Uſefulneſs of his public Writings— The Depth of his 
Repentance, and the e Height of his Devotion=—The Vi- 


gour of his F aith in the divine Promiſes, and the Ardour 


of his Love to the divine Majeſty—If We conſider theſe, 
with ſeveral other Marks of Honour and Grace, which 
ennoble the Hiſto e of his Life; We ſhall ſee ſuch an 
Afenblage of 'ſhinir 
united in any other merely human C 

This Obſervation was expunged. But, upon maturer 
Thoughts, it is offered wp Public. In order to 0 
vince a polite Reader, That the Loye of the Scri 
and the Exerciſe of Devotion, are by no Means the lov ow 
Peculiarities of a witgar Mind. dn 


+ Fal. exix. 103. e ON lig. et 4. 


MN . g *. V N Law, 


* n . 
© % * 3 


improved Converſation: They had, ſuch an Effect 
oh the fingſt Genius, and 9 accompliſhed * Perſon, 


g Qualities, as . were never 
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Law, and the Canon of Scripture completed! Since 
(to borrow the Words of a Prophet) the LORD 
GOD: bas ſealed up the Sum; has put the laſt Hand 


to his Work; and: en W506: nt and 
e in n 2h 


4 
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- Ther. Another very difinguiſhing Peculiarity of 
the ſacred Writings, juſt occurs to my Mind—The 


Method, of communicating Advice, or adminiſter- 
ing Reproof, by Parables. A Method, which levels 
itſelf to the /owe/? Apprehenſion, without giving Of- 
fence to the mo? ſupercilious Temper. Yet, is as 
much ſuperior, to plain unornamented Precept; as 
the enlivened Scenes of a well-wrought Tragedy, are 
more impreſſive and affecting, than a ſimple Narra- 
tion of the Plot. . 
Our LORD was aſked, by a Student of the 7 
iſb Law, Whe is my Netghbour ? Which implied ano- 
ther Queſtion, How is he to be.laved? —The Inquirer 
yas conceited of Himſelf ; yet, ignorant of the Truth, 
and deficient in his Duty. Had the wiſe Inſtructor of 
Mankind abruptly declared, You neither know the for- 
mer, nor fulfil the latter. Probably, the Queriſt would. 
have reddened with Indignation, and departed in a 
Rage. Therefore, to teach, and not diſguſt; to cons 
vince the Man of his Error, and not exaſperate his 
Mind; the blefled FESUS frames a Reply, as ami- 
able in the Manner, as it was yertment to the Pur- 
poſe. 


A certain Na going Sow from Jeruſalem to 
Jericho, fell among Thieves +, Not content to rob 


Him of his Treaſure, they ſtrip him of his A 


by * Ezck, Xxvili. 12. Luke x. 30. 
| ments; 


* 
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ments; wound, Him with great Barbarity; and 
leave Him half dead. Soon after this calamitous 
— a a. Traveler happens to come along that 
Road. | And, what renders Him more like- 
1 to adminiſter Relief, He is one of the ſacred Order. 
One, who taught others the lovely Leſſons of Hu- 
manity and Charity; and was, therefore, under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligations, to exemplify them in his own 
Practice. He juſt glances an Eye upon the deplorable 
Object: ſees Him ſtretched on the cold Ground, and 
weltering in his Blood. But, takes no farther No- 
tice. Nay, to avoid the Trouble of an Inquiry, 
paſſes by on the other Side,—Scarce was He departed, 
when a Levite approaches. This Man comes nearer, 
and logks on the miſerable Spectacle. Takes a leiſure- 
ty and attentive Survey of the Caſe. And, though 
every Gaſh in the bleeding Fleſh, cried and pleaded 


for Compaſtion; this Miniſter of the Sanctuary, nei- 
cher ſpeaks a Word to comfort, nor moves a Hand 
hep-lat comes 6 Somwritas t one of the ab- 


2 


. Waden books Lupert of oe g Wow. Luke 
x. 32. This diver the Idea, and l. i the Defcrip- 
"tion of Juze I 
A F Ir this was a Parable, We cannot but admire the 
Accuracy of our LORD, both in hing the Scene, 


nnd fling the Circunflance.—le is the Maxim of a great 


: Tia Voluptatis Cauſe fint proxima weris. 5 
very apparent is the Air of Probability, in this 
ogue — The Way from Jeruſalem to Jericho, 

p gh a Deſart, was mach infeſted by Theives, 
and too commodious for their Purpoſes of Violence.— 
What could be-more likely to happen, than the P 
of a Prieft and Tevite along that Road? Since Feri 
was a wr appropriated to the denies N z and 


horred Nation; whom the Few hated with the moſt 


implacable Malignity. Though the Levice had neg- 
lected an expiring Brother: though the Prieft had 
with-held his Pity, from one of the LORD's pe- 
culiar People: the very Moment this Samaritan ices 

the unhappy Sufferer, He melts into Commiſeration. 
He forgets the imbittered Foe, and conſiders only: the 
diſtreſſad Fellow-creature. He ſprings from his Horſe, 


contained no leſs than twelve thouſand Attendants, on 
the Service of the Temple. | 

How judiciouſly is the principal Figure circumſtanced!- 
Flad the Calamity befallen a Samaritan, it would have 
made but feeble Impreſſions of Pity ; and thoſe, perhaps, 
immediately effaced by Emotions of Hate. But, 

when it — that lay 282 8 8 2 
per Rat n was ſure to intereſ the Hearer in the Di 
and awaken a tender 8 the Reli been ad- 
miniſtred by a Jew, the Benevolence would have ſhone, 
but in a much fainter Light. Whereas, when it came 
from the Hands of a Samaritan, whom all the Jeaus had 
* to abjure, to execrate, and rank with the very 
Fiends of Hell, how bright —how charmingly and ir- 
reſiſtibly bright — was the Luſtre of ſuch Charity ! 

Let the Reader conſider the Temper, expreſſed in that 
#ancorous Reflection; Thou art a Samaritan, and haft A De- 
vil, John viii. 48. — Let Him that inveterate 

Malevolence, with the beni 
our amiable Traveler. , 30 
he ever beheld a finer or a bolder Contraſt ? Whether, 
upon the Whole, He ever ſaw the Ordannance of deſcrip- 


tive Painting, more juſty d/gued, or more happily n- 


cuted ? ahi, a4 

I would beg Leave to obſerve farther, That the vs 
int Animiofity of the Few diſcovers itſelf, even in 
Lawyer's Reply; He that fbewed Mercy on Hin. He 


will not — as name the Samaritan. Eſpecially in a 


Caſe, where He could not be named without an honour- 
able Diſtinction. So ſtrongly marked, and ſo exactly pre- 
ſerved, are the ra n, — — diſtinguiſhing Qua- 
- ities of each Perſon, in the ſacred Narrations. 


and 


1 


and irit of 
„let Him ſay; Whether 


” 
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and reſolves to intermit his Journey. The Oil and 
Wine, intended for his own Refreſhment, He freely 
converts into healing Unguents. He binds up the 
Wounds ;- ſets-the diſabled Stranger, upon his own 
Reaſt; and, with all the Aſiduity of a Servant; with 
all eee a Brother, eonducts Him to an 
Inn. There, He depoſits Money, for his pre- 
ſent Uſe: charges the Hoſt to omit nothing, that 
might conduce to the Comfort of his Gueſt: and 
promiſes, to defray the whole Expence of his Lodg-, 
ing, his Maintenance, and his Cure. 

What a lively Picture this, of the moſt difonte- 
reſted and aftive Benevolence! A Benevolence, which 
excludes no Perſons, not even Strangers or Enemies, 
from its tender Regards. Which diſdains no Con- 
deſeenſion, grudges no Coſt, in its Labours of Love. 
Could any Method of Conviction have been more 
forable, and at the ſame Time more pleaſing, than 
the Interrogatory, propoſed by our LORD, and de- 
duced from the Story? Which now of theſe Three, 
thinket Thou, was Neighbour unte Him, thut fell 
among the Thieves . — Or, can there be an Advice, 
more ſuitable to the Occaſion; more important in its 
Nature; or expreſſed with a more ſententiouus Energy; 
than Go Dou, and do hkewiſe ?—In this Caſe, the 
Learner inſtructs, the Delinquent condemns, Him- 
ſelf. | Bigotry hears away its Prejudice; and Pride 
(when the Moral fo ſweetly, ſo imperceptibly in- 
ſinuates) even Pride Heſs lends a willing Ear to Ad- 
rennen e al e eee 

Aſp. Ie has been v very juſtly remarked, That this 
Ebpuones of are, is a. ee to che 

: 14 N n . WW HE Ft} 4 Wie, 
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Wiſe, and intelligible to the Ignorant.—It Meter *, 
rather than relates, the Point to be illuſtrated.—It has 
been admired, by the beſt Judges, in all Ages. But, 
never was Carried to its higheſt Perfection,” till our 


LORD ſpoke the Parable of the Prodigal 2 
has a Beauty, that no Paraphraſe can heighten WW 
Perſpicuity, that renders all Interpretation needleſs: 
and a Force, which! every Nauen not Aeg inen 
ble, muſt feel. 42 May 


Ther. The Condekcenfon ant Goodneſs of GOD 


are, eyery where, conſpicuous. In the Productions ; 
of Nature, He conveys to Us the moſt valuable . : 
8 


by the Intervention of the loveliz/t Bloſſoms.” Thoug 
the Preſent, is, in itſelf, extremely acceptable; He has 


giyen it an additional Endearment, by the Beauties 


which array it, or the Perfumes which ſurround ĩt.— 
In the Pages of Revelation likewiſe, He has commu- 


nigated to Vs e moft glorious Truths, adorned with all 
the Graces of Compoſition. . Such as may poliſh” che 


Man of Genius, and improve the Man of Worth. 
Such as Highly delight our Imagination, even while 
they cultivate and refine our Morals.—So that they 
really are, as one of their divine Authors very; ele- 


gantly ſpeaks; - Like Apples of Gold in Pictures of Sil- 


* . 
6 = 4 * L ot * 9 F & 2 . 1 # oy . 7 - i i 4 "— 0 
"AL 10 GIS LB < 2189 Dare boi 119331 een * 
.* «a - 1 * 
3 Pw 2. M130 is PB P Auer GT 115 dene 


in ren preſentem adducunt. 
＋ uke xv. 1111 e nne 
mit a 1 xxv. 11. Theron follows the 8 Tranſla- 


Denen, ſays; Seneca upon the Subjef, & audienten 
Epif. . 90 1 70 


I ſhould prefer the Expoſition of Glaſſus: (who - 


fps ſes r e MY2WN to ſignify, Retiacula 
U b == ſunt minutiſſimi, —— tamen Viſu. 


(im qui- 
Accord- 


—_ this Interpretation, the Paſſage will preſent Us wit 
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Ap. Who then would not gladly receive that gra- 
cious Exhortation ; Let the Word of CHRIST dwell in 
Ten richly*? Who would not willingly obey that be- 
nign Command; Thou Halt talk of it, when Thou fit- 
Beff in thine Houſe, and when Thou walkeſt by the May; 
when thou lie/t down, and when thou riſeſt up +, 
When Iconſider the Language of the Scriptures, and 
ſometimes experience their Energy on my Soul; Iam 
inclined to ſay Other Writings, though poliſhed 
* with the-niceſt Touches of Art, only tintle on the 
« Ear, or affect Us like the Shepherd's Reed. But 
« theſe, even amidſt all their noble Negligence, | 
« ftrike—glarm — tranſport Us — ſomewhat like the 
v Voiceof-Thunder, or the Arch-Angel's Trumpet.” 
When I conſider the Contents of the Scriptures ; and 
believe myſelf intereſted, in the Promiſes they make, 
and the Privileges they confer ; I am induced to cry 
— What are all the other Books in the World, 
« compared with theſe invaluable Volumes? Ng 
4 more than an entertaining Novel, or a few pruden- 
Ay. n for me Occonomy, * with 


£5 


ow i Net-work, or Lattice-work, of Seer. 
— aol, uiſitely fine Fruit, receives a 28 
through the elegant Apertures of the Sal- 


"oi 
» Coloſſ. ili. 16. The Word of CHRIST; ſo the Apoſtle 
calls the whole inf . — — and thereby aſſerts 
the Divinity of his ; not make a ſhort Stay- 
or an oct] Vile, br take op 3 fred dh 
— — mary fray th Will 
o as to . ; a 
"and — all 2 Affections. » 
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tt a Parent's Will; a real Charter; or an iniperial 
% Grant of Titles and Manorg;” 07 0 ins 

All theſe Circumſtances remind me of an  Eae- 
mium, moſt deſervedly given to the BInIE. Which, 
though quite artieſi, is, I think, abundantly more ex- 
preſſive, than the moſt laboured Efforts of Rhetotic. 

Alt came from the Lips of a Martyr. Who, being 
condemned to die, for his inviolable Adherence to 
the pure Doctrines of Scripture; when he arrived at 
the Stake, and had compoſed” Himſelf for Execution, 
took his final Leave in theſe affecting Words: Fare- 
& wel Sun and Moon! Farewel all the Beauties of 
“Creation, and Comforts of Life] Farewel my ho- 
<« noured Friends! Farewel my beloved Relations! 
1 And 2 Te Han Seien, of GOD! py 


Apis ie e . 
33 came them know; & Supper was upon 
© the Table.“ opportupely, ſaid Theron, has our 


| Repaſt waited, till er is ended. We 
have ſhewed, what a large Field of delightſul Specu- 


lation, the Scriptures open; and what ample Mate- 
nals for the moſt refined Diſcourſe ®, they afford) As 
nothing can be more * than to neglect in 


dig Her our 
+9 


va; * Should the ſerious Reader want any 1 perſua- 
ha to this moſt beneficial Practice; He may ſee—How 
articularly our divine Maſter ob/erves the Strain of our 
; Luke xxiv. 17.— Ho ſtrictiy He has com- 
manded ſuch ſocial Communications, as may tend to the 
Uſe, of Edifying, Eph. iv. 29.— And what an. Influence, 
our Performance or Neglect of this Command, will have 
in turning the Scale, at the Day of *. Judgment, 
Matt. xii. 36, 37. 
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our bun Conduct, what We recommend to the Prac- 
tice of Others, Jet Vs, "this very Night, begin to en- 
noble our Interviews with theſe improving Subjects. 
Let 'Us — to make religious Converſation, 
which: is in all Reſpects dgſrable, in ſome Degree 
faſvionable. | | 
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. tude glowing in their Hearts, and the 
whole Creation ſmiling around them. 

The Spot adjoining to the Houſe, was appro- 
W to the Cultivation of Flowers.— In a Variety 
of handſome Compartments, were aſſembled the 
choiceſt Beauties of blooming Nature. Here, the 
Hyacinth hung her ſilken Bells, or the Lilies reared 
their ſilver Pyramids. There, ſtood the neat Nateiſſus, 
looſely * attired in a Mantle of ſnowy Luſtre ; or the 
ſplendid Ranunculus wore a full-trimmed Suit of ra- 
diant Scarlet. Pinks were riſing to enamel the Bor- 
ders; Roſes were opening to dreſs the Walls; ſur. 
—_— on all Sides, with a Profuſion of benen 
Forms, either latent in the Stalk, or burſting the 
Buds, or blown into full Expanſion. 

D2 This 


* Hiantem Flore decoro 


Narciſſum. 
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This was bounded by a flight Partition; «Sort of p 
verdant Parapet. which they deſcend by 

ah calf Might of Stops; «and are preſented with the 
: of the Kitchen-Garden.—In one 
Place, You might ſee the Marigold flowering, or the 
Beans in Bloſſom. In another, the Endive curled her 
Leaves, and the Lettuce thickened her Tufts: Colly- 
flowers ſheltered their fair Completion, under a 
green Umbrella; while the Burrage difchevelled * 
her Locks, and braided them with blooming Jewels, 
of a finer Azure than the fineſt Saphires —On the 
ſunny Slopes, the Cucumber and Melon la y baſking in 1 
the collected Beams. On raiſed Bed? the Arti 
chote ſeemed to be erefting a Standard, while the 

Aſparagus ſhot + into Ranks of Spears. The level 
Ground produced all Manner of cooling Sallets and 

nouriſhing Eſculents. Nothing was wanting to fur- 
ni out the e r an . 
Banquet rte 

Boon, 2 high Wall intervenes. Through which a | 
Wicket opens, and tranſmits them into the regular 
and equi-diſtant Rows of an Orchard. This Planta- 
tion is ſo 'nicely adjuſted, that it looks like an Ar- 
rangement of rural Piazzas, or a Collection of diver- 
tied Viſtas. The Eye is, every where, entertained 
With the exacteſt Uiiiformity ; and darts, with un- 

2 from r 


* * 
i. 


. . Referring o the lg imple Manner of its Fol- 
ation. 


+ Alluding, not only to che Shape, but alſo to the 
Growth of this Plant; which is ſo unuſually quick, that 


it may almoſt be ſaid to fart, rather than to rie out of 
* N | i 
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to the Other. —On all the Boughs, lay a lovely Evo- 
lution of Blaſſoms; arrayed in milky White, or ting- 
ed with the ſofteſt Red. Crouding into one general 
_ Cluſter, without relinquiſhing any vacant Space for 
Leaves, they formed the faireſt, the gayeſt, the 
grandeſt Alcove, that Fancy itſelf can imagine. 
It is really like the Court of the Graces, None can 
approach it, without finding his Ideas brightened, and 
feeling his Temper exhilarated. 
' Contiguous to this correct Diſpoſition of Things, 
Nature had thrown a H/lderneſs ; hoaty, gtoteſque, 
and magnificently confuſed, It ſtretched itſelf, with 
a large circular Sweep, to the North; and ſecured 
both the Olitory and the Orchard from incommoding 
Winds. —Copſes of Hazel, and flowering Shrubs, 
filled the lower Spaces. While Poplars quivered 
' aloft in Air, and Pines pierced the Clouds with 
their leafy Spires. Here, grew Clumps of Fir, clad 
in everlaſting Green : there, ſtood Groves of Oak, 
that had weathered, for Ages, the wintry Storm. 
Amidſt this woody Theatre, ran a winding Walk ; 
| lined with Elms of inſuperable Height: whoſe 
Branches, uniting at the Top, reared a ately Arch, 
and projected a ſolemn Shade, It was impoffible to 
enter this lofty Labyrinth, without being ſtruck with 
a pleaſing Dread. As they proceed, every Inflec- 
tion diſcloſes a deeper Gloom, and awakens a more 
penſive Attention. | 
. Having ftrolled in this darkſome Avenue, without 
2 Speck of Sunſhine, without a Glimpſe of the Hea- 
vens; on a ſudden, they ſtep into open Day——Sur- 
priſing ! cries Apaſo. What a Change is this 


* 
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| What delightful Enchantment is Here |—One Inſtant, 
whelmed in Trophonius's: Cave; where Horror 
frowns, and Darkneſs lours. Traniported, the next, 
Into the romantic Scenes of Arcadia; where all is 
lightſome, and all is gay.—Quick as Thought +, the 
Arches of Heaven expand their Azure. Turrets and 
Spires ſhoot into the Skies. Towns, with their ſpa- 
cious Edifices, - themſelves to the admiring 
View.—Thoſe Lawns, green with freſheſt Herbage ; 
thoſe Fields, rich with undulating Corn; where were 
they all, a Moment ago ?—lt brings to my Mind 
that remarkable Situation of the Jewiſh Law-giver ; 
when, elevated on the Summit of Piſgah, He ſurveyed 
the goodly Land of Promiſe — ſurveyed the Rivers, 
- the Floods, the Brooks of Honey and Butter —ſurveyed 


I. Tho Reader may find a ee Account of this 8 
5 with a very humorous, and (which ſhould alwa 
accompany Humour, or elſe it will be like a Stin with 
out the Honey,) an improving Deſcription of its 
Specs Vol. VIII. Ne 598, 599. 
Such a ſudden Alteration of the Proſpect, is beau 
* deſcribed by Milton; 
; As when a Scout, 
' Through dark and deſart Ways, with Peril gone 
= All Night, at laft by Break of chearful Dawn 
_ Obtains the Brow of ſome high-climbing Hill, 
. Which to his Eye diſcovers unaware 4 
Due goodly Preſpect of ſome foreign Land, 
Fi ſcen; or ſome renown'd Metropolis, 
With gliftering Spires and Pinacles adorn'd, 
Which now the ries ou * with his Beams.) | 
| | Book III. 
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ing with Milk *——Surveyed all with thoſe Eyes, which, 
| for forty tedious Years, had been confined. to diy 
2 TTT | 
atone Wideme m. 


18 


© Here they ſeated themſel ves, on the firſt „51 
Hilleck, which offered its Couch. The riſing Sun had 
viſited the Spot, to dry up the Dews, and exhale the 
Damps, that might endanger Health; to open the 
Violets, and expand the Primroſes, that decked the 
Green. The whole Shade of the Wood was col- 
lected behind them; and a beautiful, extenſive, di- 
verſified Landſchape ſpread itſelf before them. | 

Theron, according to his uſual Cuſtom, made many 

improving Remarks on the Proſpect, and its Funn 

ture. He traced the Footſteps of an A 
ing Contrivance, and pointed out the Strokes of ini- 
mitable Skill, He obſerved the grand Exertions of 
Power, and the rich Exuberance of Goodneſs,” moſt 
ſignally, moſt charmingly conſpicuous through the 
Whole. Upon one Circumſtance He us with 
a particular SatisfaQtion, 4 


. \ \ wa, p 
D4 ER... > 


This is the A obet Hoh 
Prophecy of Joel. like the Scene it de- 
ſcribes, not beautiful onl 7 ut ab beautiful and rich even to 
Luxuriancy.— One would almoſt ſuſpect, the Lyric Poet 
had read theſe Paſſages, and 3 an * of 
their Delicacies; . 

Vinique Fontem, Lacti & uberes | 

Cantare Rives, atque truncis - 

> Lapſa cavis iterare Mella. Lib. I. Od, 1g. 

+ Horace would W Ceſpes fortultus. ä 
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her. See pa; how Alt is calculated, to ad- 
\ init tht higheſt Delight to Mankind. Thoſe Trees 
and Hedges, which Mitt the Extremities of the Land- 
ſchape; ſtealing away from their ral Bulk, and leſſens 
ing by gentle Diminutions ; appear like elegant Pic- 
es in Miniature. Thoſe, which occupy the nearer 
Situations, are a Set of noble Images; ; felling uy upon 
| the E ye, in Full Pro ion, and in a ariety of grace- 
11 — bo of them ernamenting the Sg 
Apartnients of our common Abode, with a Mix- 
ture of Delicacy and Grandeur. 
The Blooms, that array the Branches; the chu 
that embroider the Mead ; 3 addreſs and entertain our 
Exes with every Charm of Beauty *. Whereas, to 
other e they are dick of all thoſe Attrac- 
| | "mp 


@ I „ 'Therdhork; . the Prophet Jeferibes the Chriſtian 
Church 5 e Is Beauties of | Holineſs, He 
rrows, his Ima om thefe axuale 1 * Ya 1 
Ball bud ad Bes, Ila . xxvii. 6. N ay, th * WL 
Arne, even the Gentile Nations, being converted unto 
5 fall bloſſom as a Rafe, Haj, xxxv. 3 
as the Dew unto Jirael ; He ſhall bloſſom as the Lily, and 
| of forth his Roots as Eden, Hoſ. xiv. 6. What an 
elegant Picture! And what a comfortable Promiſe ! 
Here is the Queen 0 F lowers, and the Prince of Trees. 
othin fre, han the full-blown Li : nothing firmer 
a the ts eep-! rooted Cedars. Yet th Are à Ri epreſen- 
606 and Put a faint Repteſentation) — Conia 


vhich e all-gracions R EME R Arte _ 
eople ; and of the Sabi, which they ive from bis 


1 inrielable Faithfulneſs. 


VN. B. The fourteenth of Hoſea, is one of thoſe Chap- 
ters, which, for their peculiar Importance and Excellency, _ 
Reſerve not only to have a Turm in our Reading, but a 
Place in our Memory. 
1 | h 
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tives; Which tefult from a Combination of the 16v6 


lieſt Colours; and fnoſt alluting Forms. Vonder 


Streumnt; that gude; with ſmootli Serenity; along the 


Valhes; glittering to the diſtant View, like Sheets of | 
poliſhed Cryſtal ; or fobthinis the attentive Ear, with 


| the Softnths of Aquatic Murtmurs; ate tio leſs erh 
##ing to the Fancy, than to the Soil; through which 
they paſs. The huge enormous Mothitarn ; the ſteep 
1 dizzy Precipict z the pendent Horrors of the 

Promontory : wild and tremendous as they are, 
Futhi out an agreeable Entertainment to the human 
Mind; and pleaſe, even While they terry. Where 


as; the Beaſts take nb other Notice of thoſe thijeftic 


Deformitics, than only ts avoid the Dangers, they 
threaten. 

Ap. How worldeffully do fuch Conifderatiönb th 
out Idea of the C RE AT OUR Gooditeh ; his very 
diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs to Mankind And ſhould 


they not proportionably endrar that eternal Bere factor 


to our Affections? — His ever-bountifül Hand has 
ſcattered Blefnings, and with profuſe Liberality, a- 
mong all the Ranks of animated Exiſtence. But to Us 
He exerciſes a Beneficence of a very ſuperior Kind, 
IF: are treated as his peculiar Favourites. I ate 
admitted to Scenes of Delight, which None but Our- 
felves are capable of relifhing. 


Dit. Another Rematk, though very obvidts; is 


equally important. The Deſtination of all theſe ex- 
ternal Things, is no les ailvamtageats, than their 
Formation is B#twtiful.—The Bloom; which engages 
the Eye with its delicate Hues, is cheriſtung the En- 
brio Fruit; and forming, within its ſilken Folds, the 


Ruiliments of a fubire Deſert. — Thoſe Streams, 


which 


- 


* 

1 
1 
Ce 

; 
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which, ſhine from. afar, like fluid Silver, are much 
more-yaluable in their Productions, and beneficial in 
their Services, than they are amiable in their Appear- 
ance. They diſtribute, - as they roll along their 
winding Banks, . Cleanlineſs to our Houſes, and 
Fruitfulneſs to our Lands. They nouriſh, and at 
their own, Expence, a never failing Supply of the 
fineſt Fiſh. They viſit our Cities, and attend our 
Wharfs, as ſo many public Vehicles, ready to ſet out 
at all Hours. | 
Thoſe Sheep, which give ds Lids t0.be devio- 
ed by the buſy friſking Lambs, are fattening their 
Fleſh for our Support ; and while they fill their own 
Fleeces, are providing for aur comfortable Clothing. 
Vonder Kine, ſome of which are browzing upon 
the tender Herb; others, ſatiated with Paſturage, 
ruminate under the ſhady Covert; though conſcious ' 
of no ſuch Deſign, are concocting for our Uſe, one 
of the engt, pure/?, healthieft Liquors in the World. 
— The Bees, that fly humming about our Seat, and 
purſue their Work on the fragrant Bloſſoms, are col- 
lecting Balm and Sweetneſs, to compoſe the richeſt 
of Syrups. Which, though the Produce of their 
Toil, is intended for our Good. 

Nature, and her whole Family, are our obſequious 
Servants, our ever- active Labourers. They bring the 


Fruits of their united Induſtry, and pour them into 


our Lap, or depoſite them in our Store- Rooms. 
A. Who can ever ſufficiently admire this i 
Benignity ? The SUPREME Diſpoſer of Events, 
has commanded Delight and Profit to walk Hand in 
Hand, through his ample Creation: making all 


Things ſo perfectly pleaſing, as if Beauty was their 


wth 
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only End; yet all Things ſo eminently ſerviceable , 


as if Uſefulneſs had been their ſole Deſign.—And; as 
a moſt winning Invitation to our Gratitude, He has 


rendered Man the Center, in which all the Emana- 
tions of his Beneficence, diffuſed through this: Ter; 
reſtrial Syſtem, finally terminate. 

But, . in a 
much more wonderful Manner, throughout the 
whole Oeconomy of Redemption It were a ſmall 
Thing for this inferior Claſs of unintelligent Crea- 
tures, to be continually employing themſelves for our 
Benefit, Even the Son of the maſt High GOD, 


through all his incarnate State, acted the very fame | 
Part.—He took Fleſh, and bore the Infirmities of 


human Nature, not for Himſelf, but for Us Men, 
and our Salvation. He ſuffered Want, and endured 
Miſery in all its Forms; that Ve might poſſeſs the 


Fulneſs of Joy, and abound in Pleaſures for evermore. 


When He poured out his Soul in Agonies, under 
the Curſe of an avenging Law; what other End had 
He in View, but to make Us Partakers of eternal 
Bleſſedneſs? When He fulfilled, perfectly fulfilled the 
whole commanding Law; was it not on purpoſe, that 
his Merits might be imputed to Us? That Ve, by 
ve Obedience, might be made-righteous? Yes; 
— Us He liv'd, 
Toil d for our Eaſe, and for our Safety e 


Nothing i in the whole Courſe | 


. 
Per, 


one Mundi Partes ita tonflitute fant, ut neque ad 
Uſins meliores oe poterint, neque ad Speciem pulchriores. 
. Cic. De Nat. Deor. Lib. II. 


— —— ꝓ— — — 
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Ther. Pardon me for interrupting You, Aſpa/io, 
I have no Odjection to the general Drift of your 
Diſcourſe; But that particular Notion of imputed 
Reghteorufrieſs, has always appeared to me in a very | 
ridiculous Light. And I muſt ſay, that ſuch a Pu- 
*ritanical Noftrum makes a very unbecoming Figure, 
amongſt your 1 manly and correct Sentiments of 
Religion. 

b. You know, Theron, I have long ago difavow- 
ed that ghoble Prejudice, which rejects Doctrines, 
ar delvifee:Perfots; Bootle they happen tobe brand- 
ed with contemptible Names. Tis true, the Wri- 
ters ſtyled Puritans, are remarkable for their Attach- 
ment to this Peculiarity of the Goſpel. It runs 
through all their Theological Works; and very emi- 
nentiy diſtinguiſhes them, from the Generality of 
dur modern Treatiſes. But, muſt it therefore be 
. - wrohs, becauſe maintained by that particular Set of 
People? Or, are they the ay Advocates for this 
Important Truth ? 
Wer. Aye: it is av L pete. I have lately con- 
jectured, from ſeveral Hints in my Aſpaſir's Diſcourſe, 
that He has been warping to the low ungentleman- 

"like Peculiarities of thoſe whimſical Fanatics. 
P. J cannot conceive, why You ſhould call them 
_ whimſical, =To ſettle Faith on its proper Baſis, the 
mentorious Righteouſneſs of the REDEEMER ; and 
to deduce Obedience from its true Origin, the Low 
of GOD ſhed abroad in the Heart—To ſearch the 
Conſcience, and convince the Judgment To awaken 
the lethargic, and comfort the afflicted Soul—And all 
from @ thorough Knowledge, joined to a maſterly . 
| 5 of the divine Word—Theſe, ſure, are 
not 


Bo 
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not whimſical Talents, but real Excellencies. Vet 
theſe, if We may credit Hiſtory, entered into the | 
Preaching; theſe, if We will examine imparyally, 
are to be found in the Writings of the Puritans.» 
And a Pearl, you will pleaſe to remember, is a Peg 
ſtill, though it ſhould hang in the Ethiopian's Ear. 

Ther. Ethiopian indeed! You have truly characs 
terized, that demure and gloomy Generation. I hope, 
You don't intend to introduce their Gahan and 
Reſerve, into your eaſy and engaging ; 
Though, for aught I can judge, this —— 
more ungraceful, than to patch ſuch antiquated _— 

tions on your own refined Scheme of Chriſtianity.” 
Ap. My dear Friend, You ave $06 dealicoohey 
and I begin to catch the Infegion. We had better 
return to our firſt Topic. Let us contemplate the 
Wonders of Creation; and as We anime the Works, 
learn to adore the Maker. 

Ther, None of your Evaſions, good pol. You 
muſt not think to put me off at this Rate. I have 
wanted an Opportunity, to rally you upon this Head; 
and to argue or laugh Lou, ia of theſe 4 
Oddities, 

Aſp. 1f You will not agree to Terms e 1 
hope, you will allow ſome Ceſſation of Arms. At 
leaſt, till I cap muſter my Forces, and Prepare for ; 
the Vindication of my Principles. , 

Ther. No: upon the 2 and out of Hand, You 
are required. to anſwer for yourſelf, and theſe ſame 
queer Opinions,—1 ſhall ſerve You, as the Roman 
Conſyl ſerved the procraftiuating Monarch, When 
He demurred about his Reply to the Demands of the 
Senate, and ſaid, He would conſider of the Matter : the 
reſolute Ambaſlador drew a Circle round-Him with 

G his 


65 DIALOGUE I 
his Cane, and inſiſted upon a nnn * 
A ſtepped over thoſe Limits. LY 
. This, however, You will . 

. obſerve, That the Affair is of a very ſerious Nature. 
Upon Condition, that you will diſmiſs your Flouriſhes 
of Wit, and Strokes of Satyr; I will acquaint You 
with the Reaſons, which have made me a thorough _ 
Convert to this Doctrine.— Once, I held it in the 
utmoſt Contempt; and pitied the Simplicity of (as I 
then ſtyled them) its deluded Admirers. But, I am 
now become ſuch a Fool, that I may be truly wiſe, 
and ſubſtantially happy. I have ſeen my ruined State; 
and I bleſs GOD for this ſovereign Reforative. It 
is the Source of my ſtrongeſt Conſolations, and the 
very Foundation of my eternal Hopes. 

Ther. Excuſe me, Aſpaſio; if the Vivacity of my 
Temper, and the ſeemingly uncouth Tenet, kindled 
me into a more humorous Gaiety, than became the 
Occaſion. Vou ſpeak of the Point, with ſo much 
Seriouſneſs, and in ſuch weighty Terms, as check my 
Levity, and command my Reſpect. Be pleaſed. to 
Execute, what You have promiſed ; and the moſt en- 
gaged Attention of my Mind, ſhall atone tru the pe- 
n . of my Tongue. | 


4h. N Dillike of any Dodrine, on- 
ly becauſe. Perſons of a particular Denomination, 
have been very officious to promote its Reception; 


this is hardly conſiſtent with an impartial Inquiry af- 
ter Truth. 


Ther. I grant it, Aþafo. And I ſhould be aſham- 
| od of my Oppoſition, if it was ſounded on ſo flight a 
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tions, I can ſee nothing in this ſuppoſed Article of 
our Faith, that may recommend it to the unpreju- 
diced Inquirer. What can be more autward. than 
the Term, or more irrational than the Sentiment? 


Aſp. The Word imputed, when uſed in this Con- 


nedlign, may poſſibly convey a diſagreeable Sound to 


the Ears of ſome People. Becauſe, they look upon 


it, as the peculiar Phraſeology of a few ſuper/litious 
Sectariſis; and reject it, merely on the Foot of that 
unreaſonable Surmiſe.— But, how can Du be diſ- 
guſted at the Expreſſion, Theron; who have ſo often 


read it, in the moſt approved and judicious Writers? 
St. Paul, who might affirm with Relation to his 


Epiſtles, much more truly than the Painter concern- 
ing his Pourtraits, I write for Eternity * ; (cruples not 
to uſe this aukward Language, ſeveral Times in the 
ſame Chapter 4 Milton, the Correctneſs of whoſe 
| Taſte, and the Propriety of, whoſe Style, no Perſon 
of Genius will ever queſtion ; delights to copy, in 
various Parts of his incomparable Poem, the Apaſtle's 


Diction.— Authorized by ſuch Precedents, it is ſu- 


perior to Cavil, and warranted beyond all Excep- 
As to the Sentiment, I take it to be the very funda- 
mental Article of the Goſpel: and I believe, whoever 
is acquainted with eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, will allow, 
* Alluding to the Painter, who, a apologizing for the 


flow Procedure and ſcrupulouſl mice his Pen- 
cil, ſaid; Æwternitati pingo, I paint for Eternity. And 


thoſe Strokes had need be correct, which are intended to 4 


ſurvive, lo long as Time itſelf ſhall laſt. 
T Rom. iv. ere ſome Branch of the Word „Ie 
to be imputed, occurs no leſs than ten or eleven Times. 
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chat it bore the prixcips/ Sway, in extricating Us froni a 
Popiſn Dafkneſß, and introducing the Reformation. 


N 
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hat fays our LORD, with regard to the Love 


f OD, and che Loe of our Neigbbour? On theſe 
tius Commandments hang ail the Latu and the Prophets. 
Much the ſame would 1 venture to fay, concerning 


theImputation of our Sans ta EKR I T, andthe Im- 
putation of CHRIS s Righteduſneſs to Us: On 


ge tus Doctrines, hang ane 


Ay In our a 1 mat own, I 
ſaw a ſtrong Reſemblance between the Horks and the 
Word of GOD. But i never obſerved any Thing 


in Nature, that bore the leaf Aualagy to imputed Sin, 
or imputed Righteouſneſs. —TFo me your er 
trines ſeem very unaccountable and irrational. 


Aſp. That our Sins ſhauld be charged upon the 


only begotten Son of GO D, and that his Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhould be made over to ſinful Worms, is ſtrange, 
exceeding ſtrange. The Pſalmiſt calls it, marvelous 
Loving Kindneſs#. The Apoſtle yles it, Love that 


paſſeth Knowledge 4. And it has ſometimes, I muſt 


freely confeſs, been almoſt ready to ſtagger my Be- 
lief.— However, I have found myſelf relieved in this 


Perplexity, not only by the Tgftimamies of Scripture, 
but even from the Contemplation of Nature. All Na- 
ture is full of ſtrange and myſterious Effects; conſe- 


quently, is a Voucher for the myſterious Truths of 


ty. | 

How furprifing are the Experiments of Ebaricity, 
and the occult Qualities of the Logdftone! How ſur- 
ptiſing theſe countlels Legions of Efiuvia, which 
Upnipice from a finall unn and thoſe 


| from 
* Pla. r... 1 


D1iALOGUE H. 49 


_ lafinite: Myriads of luminous Particles,” which, iſſue 


from a ſmaller gaming Subſtance 21 There's not a 
Blade of Graſs; but ſurpaſſes the Comprehenſion of 
all Mankind; and not a ſingle Atom, but is big with 
Wonders. —Inſomuch; that the intelligent Obſerver 
can no where fix his Thoughts, without being aſto- 
hniſhed, tranſported; and even loſt in Admurationz : 
Since the Procedure of Providence in this viſible 
Syſtera, is 4 continued Series of flupendous and un- 


ſearchable Operations; need We be alarmed, can 


We reaſonably be offended; if the Scheme of Re- 
demption is equally ſtupendous, is far more amaz- 
ing? Yet, though amazing, I hope, it will not ap- 
pear; what You was pleaſed to infinuate, irrational. 
Suppoſe; We fate the Signification of the Terms z 
and adjuſt the Boundaries of our Subject, veſore: We 
enter upon a Survey of its Contents? i 
Ther. Such a Caution would e 
leaſt have ſhortened, many a vehement and tedious 
Controverſy.Vou ſee, on yonder Heath, the Pre- 
parations for an approaching Race. There ſtand the 
Poſts; which are to mark out the Limits of the 
Courſe, Without this previous reftriive Care, how 
| irregular would be the Excurſions of the contending 
Steeds.! How difficult, rather how impoſſible, to de- 
clare the Conqueror, and award the Prize A clear 
Definition of Terms, i ſeems W neceſſary for 
65 Vor. I.” —. ; E 5 Candid 


* Dr. Nieuwentyt has computed, That, from a lighted 
Candle, about the Size of fix to the Pound, there iflues, 
in the Second of a Minute, an Effuſion of Particles, 
vaſtly more than ten hundred thouſand million Times the 
Number of Sands, Which the whole Globe of the Earth 
contains. To call this a grrat Multitude, would be 


ſaying little. It nonpluſſes our Thoughts and exceeds 
the utmalt. Stretch of Inagination ! ey 


= 


1 N 


— — 
— 5 
A. , 


30 DIALOGUE IL 
candid Difputants. Without it, they may 1wrangle 
2 and never come to a Determination. 
P. Puſtification is an Act of GOD Almighty's 

Gies, whereby He acquits his People from Guilt, 
and accounts them righteous *; for the Sake of 
CHRIST'S Righteouſneſs, which was wrought 
out for them, and is imputed to them. 

Mer. Two of your Ferms want fome further Expli- 
cation. What do You underſtand by CHRIS T's 


= 22 And what is the Meaning of imputed? 
Aſp. By CHRIST“ Righteonſneſs L underſtand, 
all the various Inſtances of his 4&ive and paſſive Obe- 


| dience; ſpringing from the perfect Holineſ of his 
Heart; continued through the whole Courſe: of his 
Liſe; and extending to the very laſt Pang of his 
Death. By the Word imputed I would ſignify, That 
this Righteouſneſs, though performed by our LORD, 
is placed to our Account; is reckoned or adjudged. by 
GOD aàs our #wn, Inſomuch, that We may plead it, 
andi rh on it, for the Pardon of our Sins; for Adop- 
tion into his Family; and for the Enjoyment of Life 
md. Shall ÞUlufteats/my ebe chad 
wid Fact COR 

per. Nothing: gives Us fo eaſy — of 
ary difficult, Point, as this Method of explaining, by 

| Pu Facts, or proper Similitudes. 
Ip. J don't ſay the Caſe is parallel. -I only pro- 
duce it, to aid our Conceptions,—Oneſtmus, You 
know, 


9 Should! any Reader object to the pen 
= that Juſtification implies no more, than te Par- 
ig I would deſire Him to ſuſpend. his Judg- 
YO He has ET Dialogue X, where this Point 
is more circumſtantially conſidered, : 
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and obnoxions State, undertakes to bring about a Re- 
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know, was Philemon's Slave v. He had petfididuſly 
deſerted his Maſter's Service, and ſtill more perſidi- 

ouſly ſtole bis Goods, The Fugitive, in his guiley 
Rambles; providentially meets with St. Paul. He 
is charmed and captivated with that gracious Goſpel, 
which proclaims Merey even for the vileſt of Sinnery 
He becomes a thorough Convert to the Religion of 
FESUS, and is received into the ſpiritual P 
of the Apoſtle. Who, learning his criminal Conduct, 


conciliation, with his offended Maſter: diſpatehes Him, 
for this Purpoſe, with a Letter to Philemon: and amongſt 


other Perſuaſivyes, writes thus in the poor Criminabs Bo- 


half; J He have wronged Mer, of oν⏑t Thee aught, 
Pur that on mine Account. I Paul have written it with 
my own Hand; I will repay it. 

That, which the zealous Preacher of ChetManity 
offered, the adored Author of Chriſtianity execuifed.— . 
Me had revolted from the LORD of all Lords, and 
broke His holy Commandments. The Son of GOD, - 
infinitely compaſſiohate, vouchſafes' to became” out = 
Mediator. That nothing might be wanting, to ren- 
der his Mediation ſucceſsful, He places Himſelf in 
our ſtead, The Punifhmerit, which V deſerved; 
He endures. The Obedience, which Me owed, Hh 
fulfils-—Both which, being imputed to Us, and ac- 


cepted for Us, are the Foundation of our Pardon, are 


the procutitig Cauſe of our Juſtification. | 
Ther. Is this the exact Signification of the original 
Word, which We tranſlate imputed ? . 


E 2 Afb. 
* See the Epiſtle to Philemet, ' | 
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\ Aſp. In the Book of Numbers, We meet with 
this Phraſe; and in ſuch a Connection, as clears up | 
its Meaning —JEHOV AH enaQts a Decree con- 
cerning the. Levites; who had no Vintages to ga- 
ther, nor any Harveſts to reap. He dire&s them, 
to preſent the tenth Part of their Tythes, in the 
Form of a Heave-Offering: adding, And this your 
Heave- Offering ſhall be reckoned * unto You, as 
' - though it were the Corn of the Threſhing-Floor, and as 
'i the Fulneſs of the Wine-Preſs: as ſatisfaftory to me, 
and as beneficial to You, as if it was the Tenth of 
pour own Labours, and the Tythe of your own 
| Increaſe, — So, the expiatory Sufferings, which 
CHRIST endured; the complete Obedience, which 
ES} 5 Ke 


_ * Numb: xviii. 27. 20M exactly anſwers to St. Pauls 
-O29n09n, Rom. iv. 9.—The ſame Phraſe is uſed, and the 
Tame Doctrine taught, Levit. xvii. 3, 4. What Man ſo- 
ever there be f the Houſe of Iſrael that killeth an Ox, or 
Lamb, or Goat in the Camp, or that killeth it out of the 
_ and bringeth it not unto the Door of the Tabernacle 
1 Congre ation, to offer unto the LORD an Offering 
| before the Tabernacle of the LORD, Blood hall be imputed 

to that Man; He hath ſhed Blood; and that Man ſhall be 

cut off from among his People —Here was no Murder com- 
mitted by the Offender, yet ma Lene of Murder is 
charged, or as the Scripture s, Blood is imputed to 
Him. Leſt Any ſhould mistake the Meaning of this Ex- 
preſſion, or not underſtand it in its due Latitude, the di- 
vine Law-giver is his own Interpreter; He, hath in the 
Eye of my Juſtice he Blood : He ſhall paſs for a Mur- 
derer, and be puniſhed as a Murderer ; He fhall be or 
off from among his People — Thus alſo ſaith the eternal 
udges concerning the Believers in CHRIST; © The 
* Righteouſneſs of my Son is imputed to them: they are 
« in the Eye of my Juſtice righteous : they ſhall be dealt 
«© with, as righteous Perſons; and made Partakers of 
« the Kingdom of Heaven.” 1 51 
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He performed; are reckoned to true Believers. And 
are altogether as Mectual, for obtaining their Salva- 
tion, as if they were their own. perſonal Qualifies 
tions 
Ther. The Imputation mentioned in your Paſlage, 
is the Imputation of ſomething done by the Levites 
themſelves, not of ſomething done by Another. This, 
I apprehend, is the true Import of the Word, when 
it occurs affirmatively in Scripture. 

Aſp. This is always the Import—ſhould have been 
ſaid, in order to make the Objection forcible. But 
You could not ſo ſoon forget the Inſtance, juſt now 
alledged. St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Crimes, which 
Onefimus had committed ; and of the Injuries, which 
Philemon had ſuſtained ; ſays, Charge them all on 
«© me *. I will be N for the one, and for 
cc the berg as much, as if the whole Guilt had 
6 been of my own contracting.” Here is ſuppoſed, 
not the Imputation of ſomething done by the Apoſtle 

Himſelf, but of Another's criminal Behaviour. 
Under the Law, Aaron is commanded to put the. 
Iniquities of Tſrael upon the Scape-Goat 4,—The 
ſame Sentiment is re-inculcated, when the Goat is 
ſaid to bear the Iniquities of the People 1. This was 
plainly an Imputation; yet, could not poſlibly be the 
Imputation of any Thing done by the devoted Ani- 
mal.— The Effech which took Place upon the Exe- 


cution of the Ordinance, indicate a Tranſlation of - 


Guilt, For, the Congregation was cleanſed, but the 
Goat polluted, The Congregation o cleanſed, that 
; we . were conveyed away, and to be found 
l 
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no more. . The Goat /o polluted, . that it communi- 
cated Defilement to the Perſon, who conducted it 
into the Land not inhabited. All this was GO D's 


_ own Appointment ; and deſigned, like the whole 


Syſtem of AAgſaic Ceremonies, to inſtru his Church 
in kee eee EC HIADSL.: in 
whoſe Perſon and Office that was done really, which 


| elſewhere could W e OOF: 


Ther. If this is your Meaning, Ajpaſu; I am apt 


- | to think, it will be a difficult Matter to make me a 
Proſelyte. I muſt be content to paſs for one of the 
| fiff-necked Generation. Since, I can ſee neither 
| Wiſdom nor Equity, in aſcribing to a Perſon, what He 


has not; or imputing to Him, what He does nct. 
Aſp. It was not Aſpaſio, but his Friend, who ſet 


out with a View of making Praſalytes. If I can main- 


tain my Ground, and vindicate my own Belief, it will 


be no inconſiderable Acquiſition. However, I ſhall 


ir of ſeeing the Partner of my Heart, become 
— Faith. When We are convinced of 
our zumberlefs Sins; when We feel the Deprovity of our 
Nature ; age oye pe eee 
of our Judge; THEN, perhaps, this exploded Article 
may be found worthy of Acceptance—its Conſtitution 
admired, as the Wiſdom of GO D- and its Privi- 
lege coveted, as the Conſolation of our Souls. 
Ther. I ſhall wave at preſent, an Examination of 
each Particular; and only make ſome remote Obſer- 
vations. Which ſeem, nevertheleſs, pretty nearly to 


affect your Scheme. Many Perſons, have ſcarce ſo 


f 
much as heard of your Terms; have no manner © 
Acquaintance with your Doctrine. Will you ſtrike — 
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all theſe from the Liſt of Chriſtians? Will vou con 
demn all theſe as deſperate Infidels - -., 

Aſp. Not heardof them In a Proteſtant Nation 
—Where the Goſpel is publicly preached, and the 
Bible in every One's Hands This, if true, is is much 
to be lamented, —In Anſwer to your Queſtion; It is 
not my Cuſtom, much leſs is it my Prerogative, to cen- 
demn 7 — Has G OD committed all Judgment 
unto me? That I ſhould preſume to anticipate the 
deciſive Sentence, or launch the 'Thunder-bolts of 
eternal Vengeance ?—Neither do I affirm the Con- 
dition of ſuch Perſons to be deſperate. There may be 
Thoſe, who have no explicit Knowledge of the Doc- 
trine ; who are even diſguſted at the Expreſſions yet 
live under the Belief of the Truth, and in the Exer- 
ciſe of the Duty. They are never diverted, by the 
<< Splendor of any Thing that is great, or by the Con- 
ce ceit of any Thing that is good in them, from look - 
„ ing upon themſelves as /inful Duſt and Aſhes.” 
Their whole Dependence is upon that FUST ON E, 
who expired on the Croſs, and whom the Mavens 
have received. They ſeek the ſan#ifying SPIRIT, 
in conſequence of their Saviour's Death; and give 
all Diligence, to add to their Faith Virtue. 

Ther. If People may be ſafe, and their eternal In- 
tereſts ſecure, without any Knowledge of theſe Par- 
ticularities; why ſhould you offer to puzzle their 
Heads, about a few unneceſſary /chola/tic Terms? 

Aſp. Scriptural Terms, Youſhould have ſaid, The- 
ron. However, We are not very ſolicitous, as to the 
Credit, or the Uſe, of any particular Set of Phraſes. 
Only let Men be humbled, as repenting Criminals, at 
the RE DE EMER's Feet: Let them rely, as devoted 

ES." Penſioners, 
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| Pour, on his precious Merits : and they are un- 
| Fo in.the Way to a bliſsful Immortality. —Yet, 
5 cel. Way be leſs clear, and their Steps more 
2 Cal by: not diſtinctly underſtanding the benign 
Genius of the Goſpel. A proper Information in this 


Ther. The Feuers of your pie 1 Thave ob- 
ſerved, are perpetually dwelling upon this one favour- 
ite Topic ; to the Excluſion of that grand and truly 
eſſential Part of Chriſtianity, SanAlification. 9h | 

"Aſp. 1f You have ever taken notice of ſuch a Con- 
duct, You are unqueſtionably right, in with-holding 
your Approbation. It is a manifeſt Incongruity, : I 
deſerves your Cenſure. But, aſſure Yourſelf, it pro- 
cceds from a Miſapprehenſion in the Perſons, and has 
no Connection with the Nature of the Doctrine. 

Tam far, very far from reducing the various Parts of 
Chriſtianity, (which, when connected, make-up ſo 
well-proportioned- a Syſtem) to this fingle however 
diſtinguiſhed Branch. Sanctification is equally nece/- 
ſary, both to our preſent Peace, and to our final Fe- 
licity. Indeed, they are as reciprocally neceſſary, for 
me Purpoſes of intellectual and eternal Happineſs; as 
the, Heart and the Lungs are, to the Subſiſtence of the 
animal Occonomy. The ſormer muſt tranſmit, the 
latter muſt reſine, the vital Fluid; or elſe, Diſeaſe 
will take Place, and Death will enſue. My Inten- 
tion is, that thoſe fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, 
like theſe Maſter-Urgans in the Body, may have each 

Its proper Office aſſigned; each concur to ſuppact the 
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better Health, and to promote the ſpiritual Growth, 
of the Chriſtian. => 12 

Ther. Other of your zealous Folks I have known, 
who are all for the ſan&ifying Influence of the 8 PI- 
RIT); and reckon this Affiance on the SAVIOUR's 
Merits, among the beggarly Elements of Religion. 
They ſcarce ever mention, What CHRIST has 
done for Us; but inſiſt wholly upon what He does 
in Us,—When the religious People are ſo divided 

among themſelves *, how can a Stranger act? Which 
Opinion ſhall He chooſe ? OA 
Asp. Which, Theron! Let Him diſcard neither, but 
aſſociate both. —If the all-gracious REDEEMER 
has poured out his Blood on the Croſs, that my Guilt 
may be expiated; and prefents his Interceſſion in 
Heaven, that I may be endued with the SPIRIT: 
If He will be the meritorious Cauſe of my Juſtification, 
and the operative Principle of my Sanctification: Why 
ſhould I ſcruple to receive Him, in either, in both Ca- 
| pacities? Who would lop off the Right-hand, in order 
to impart the higher Dignity, or the greater Importance 
to the left? I would be no Partialiſt in Chriſtianity : 


* Theron's Inquiry concerning theſe vo Particulars, is 
ſometimes made an Objection againſt a// Religion. — 
But have the Gentlemen, who adopt this Objection, never 
ſeen the Naturalifts divided in their Judgment; with rela- 
tion to the Deſign and Uſe of ſeveral Appearances in the 
material, the vegetable, the animal Creation ? While 
One decries as a Nuiſance, what another admires as a. 

» Beauty, —Yet no One, I believe, ever took it into his 
Head, from ſuch a Diverfity of Opinions, to doubt whe- 

ther the Frame of Nature is a juſt, a regular, and a finiſh- 
ed Syſtem: or to dm, That Power, Goodneſs, and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, ſupport, pervade, and direct the Whole. 
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neither diminiſh n nor man Dain 
leges. | 
Ther. You ſeeth, if not $0 cautilate, "tw Aly che 


Mliexits of CHRIST, and parcel out the Efficacy of 


his mediatorial Undertaking ; aſcribing fo much to 


his active, ani fo much 'to his paſſive Righteouſneb ; 


ann and Life to that, | . 
"A." Some, 1 believe, are pleaſed with this Way 


of ſtating the Matter, But, it is a Method, that 1 


neither attempt to defend, nor wiſh to imitate, —To 
diſtinguiſb between the active and paſſive Righteouſ- 
neſs, I think, is not amiſs. Becauſe, this ſets the Ful- 


neſs of our LORD's Merit in the cleareſt Light ; 


and gives the completeſt Honour to G O D's holy 
Law. But to divide them into detached Portions, in- 
dependent on each other, feems to be fanſiful, rather 
than judicious. For, had either Part of the mediato- 


rial Obedience been wanting ; I apprehend, neither 


Pardon, nor Acceptance, nor any ſpiritual Bleſſing, 
could have been vouchſaſed to fallen Man. 
The two Faris are inſeparable; making, in their 


Connection, a neceſſary and noble bolt for the 
Accompliſhment of our Salvation. Juſt as the Light 


and the Heat of yonder Sun, blend their Operation; 
to produce this delightful Day, and this fruitful Wea- 
ther. However, therefore, I may happen to expreſs 
myſelf, I never conſider them as acting in the excluſtve 
Senſe ; but would always have them underſtood, as 2 
grand abl glorious Aggregate. Looking upon our $ A- 
VIOUR's univerſal Obedience, which commenced 
at his Incarnation ; was carried on-through his Life 


and terminated in bis Death ;—looking upon all this, in 


its 


} 
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its callectiue Form, as the Object of wn 
che Foundation of my —_ | I. 


Ther, I thiak, You lay ten anch Bee 3 A 


controverted, and perhaps merely ſpeculatiue Point. 

Aſp. Merely ſpeculative ! Say not thus, my dear 
Friend, — How I may be juſtified before & OD, 1 
Maler, my Governor, and my Judge? Is an Inquiry, 
of all others, the 19/7 intere/ting and important. It is 
the main Hinge, on which every Inſtance of practical 
Religion turns . True Comfort, willing Obedience, 
holy Communion with the divine Majeſty, all depend 
upon this capital Point. 

Far . from being a merely ſpeculative Point, it 
aſcribes the moſt undivided Glory to the ever-hleſſed 
G Hg and his free Grace. It adminiſters the moſt . 


ſerene 


* In this inion, A/bafio has Milow's Arch-A for 
his In thin Op inion, {paſs has of his LORD oge our 
LORD, ſays; | 


The Law of G O D exad he ſhall fulfil, N 
| Both by Obedience and by Love, though Love 10 
Alone fulfil the Law ; thy Puniſhment W 
He ſhall endure, 6y coming in the Flas T7. 
- To reproachful Life and curſed Death ; 
Praclaiming Life to all who ſhall believe 195 
In his Redemption. B. XII. 42. 
According to the Tenour of theſe valuable Lines, our 
LORD's Fulfilling the Law, Le the Puniſh- 


ment, are the concurring Cauſes, or the one compound Cauſe, | 
of Life and Redemption to Sinners. 


+ Diffundit fe, fays the judicious Witfus, 


ationts 


Docrrina per totum Theologiez Corpus; & prout Fundaminte 
hic, vel bene, vel male, jacta ſunt, eo univerſum Afdificium 
wel folidius auguſtiuſque aſcend, vel male tlatuminatum fardam 
minitatur Ruinam. De Oecon. 
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ſerene, and  fub/antial Satisſactions to frail, but believ- 
ing Men.—lt cheriſhes, with the moſt kindly, Influ- 
ence, that pure and undefiled Religion, which has its 
Seat in the Heart; has its Birth from Love; and is a 


real Antepaſt, both of the Buſineſß and che Bliſs of 


Saints in Light. 

Can We, then, lay too hack Streſs upon a | Doc- 
tones ſo greatly momentous; upon a Privilege, ſo ex- 
goof vely benefiaal ? 

Ther, When all this is proved, then for my Reply, 
Ahpaſu. Nay, then You ſhall have more than aRe- 
ply; I promiſe You my cordial Aſſent. 

Ap. And if all this be incapable of Proof, I bare 
| You, Theron, I will not folicit your Aﬀent. may 

e, : will revoke and renounge my own, 


Ther. At preſent, I believe, We muſt 20 ws and 
prepare for our Viſitants. Some other Interview will 
as Us an OREN, to canvals this Queſtion 
more minutely, _ 

Ap. Thou gh I have never A Inclination, even 
when there is the moſt Leiſure, for Controverſy ; 


yet, if You inſiſt upon it, I ſhall not abſolutely refuſe 


to engage in a Debate with my Theron, Becauſe, He 
will come to the - amicable Rencounter, without 
bringing angry Paſſions for his Second, —My Reaſons 
will be impartially weighed, not artfully eluded, much 
leſs anſwered with Invective. — If ſome inadvertent 
Expreſſion ſhould drop from my Lips, He will not 
rigorouſſy proſecute the Slip; nor aggravate an un- 
guarded Sentence into the Crime of Hereſy,—Candour 
will form his Judgment, and Good-nature dictate his 
Expreſſions, ** 


1 


8 
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Der. I thank You, my dear Ajpaſi, for your gem 
teel Admonition. What 7 am, in the Language of 
Complaiſance, means, What T bould be. — Well: 1 
will endeavour to take your Hint, and check this Im- 
petuoſity of my Spirit. I have often admired, O1 
that I could imitate, the beautiful Example of St. Paul. 
When Feſtus, forgetting the Dignity of the Governor, 
and the Politeneſs of the Gentleman, uttered that in- 
decent Reflection; Paul, thou art beſide thyſelf -. much 


Learning doth make Thee mad. Did the great Preacher 


of Chriſtianity kindle into Reſentment ?— The Charge 


was unjuſt and abuffve. But the Apoſtle, with the 


moſt perfect Command of Himſelf, returned the feft- 
ei, yet the mo? ſpirited Anſwer imaginable. I am nat 
mad, moſt noble Feſtus ; but ſpeak the Wards of Truth 
and Soberneſs . Inexpreſſibly graceful was this calm 
and obliging Reply. Though ſhort, infinitely more 
convincing than a whole Torrent of bitter or rerrimi- 
nating Words. It diſarmed the Judge of his riſing 
Diſpleaſure; it conciliated the Favour of his royal 


Aſſeſſor; and brought Honour to the chriſtian Cauſe. 


This amiable Self- Regimen, and Moderation of 
Temper, I ſhall be ſure to ſee exemplified in my 
Friend's 


* See A xxvi. Where We have an Apolo 57, te 
bleſt, perhaps; that ever was made ; eminent for fine Ad. 
dreſs, clear Reaſoning, and the mot important Truth. 
Which, notwithſtanding all its very ſuperior Recommen- 


dations, is deemed Madneſs : and that, by a Nobleman 


from Rome ; the Seat of Science, and Fountait: Head of 
polite Literature. — A Proof this, no leſs demonſtrative | 
than deplorable, of the Apoſtle's Aſſertion ; The natural 
Man, however ingenious pr accompliſhed, receiveth not 
the Things of the Spirit of GOD ; for they are Fvoliſbneſi un- 
10 _ 1 Cor, ii. 14. 
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bur that Union from 
may teach Un an Things *,—Let Us then WHEN the 
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Friend's Converfation ; however I nay fail of it thy- 
fell; ur be Proof againſt all his Arguments. * 


. Ah! Theron, We want no Monitor, 0 
mild Us of or fe Excellencies... And if You 


begin with your Compliments, 3 an 
End to our Diſcourſe. | 


Only let nie juſt obſerve, Ther divine Tribe cats 


rice de property diſcerned, bir by che entighttnite; In- 
fuences of the divire SPIRIT. We muſt addreſs 


Ourſelves to this Inquiry, not only with »nprejudiced 


Minds, but likewiſe with praying Hearts, We muſt 


bring to this Diſpute, riot barely the Quiver of Logic, 
te HOLY ONE, which 


Poct's - mri 
——— T Bor; A Zig, 
— inward, and the Mind through all her er 


rradiate; there plant Eyes; all M from thence 
Purge and djperſe! Milton; B. III. gr. 


John ii, 20, 27. 
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S 
EE are now, 4/pafto, about two Miles 


X . | 
* VA Road lies through a narrow duſty Lane. 
ze Foot-Path leads along a ſpacious 
e pleaſant Meadow. Suppoſe, We de- 
liver our Horſes to the Servant, and walk the Re- 
mainder of the Way _ 110 | Pa 
Ad. Nothing can be more ſuitable to my Incli- 
nation. Eſpecially, as the Air is become; cool, and 
the Walk is ſo inviting. W. 
What a magnificent and charming Scene! Hills, on 
either Side, gently riſing, and widely ſpreading. 
Their Summits, erowned with ſcattered Villages, 
and cluſtering Trees. Their Siapes, divided into a 
beauteous Chequer-Work ; eonſiſting partly of Til 
lage, with its waving Crops; partly of Paſturage, 
with its grazing Herds. Before Us, the Trefoil, 
the Clover, and a Variety of graſſy Plants, different- 
ly bladed, and differently branched, weave them- 


ſelves into a Carpet of living Green. Can any of the 


3 ä Manu- 
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diſtant from my Houſe. . The Horſe- 
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Manufactures formed in the Looms, o& ended in 


the Palaces of Perſia, vie with the Covering of this 
ample Area? Vie with it; in Grandeur of Size, or 
Delicacy of Decoration? © 


What a Profuſion of the gayeſt Flaweris lin | 


the Banks, and ng, ts FIN F * + 


Nature Here 
4 bo Proms,” and plays at Will 
Aer Virgin-fancies, pouring forth more Sweet . 

" Wild above Rule or Art, enormous Bliſs ! Mut: 


Nothing can be brighter, than the Luſtre of thoſe 
|  filver Daiſies; nothing deeper, than the Tinge of 
| thoſe golden Crowfoots. Vet, both ſeem to acquire 
additional Beauty, by ſucceeding to the Deformity 
of Winter, and flouriſhing - and eee. 
vounding Verdure. 
Te. Nature is truly in ber Prime—"The' _ 
table Tribes are putting on their richeſt Attire: 
Thoſe Cheſuuts, on our Right-hand, begin to rear 
+ their flowering Pyramids; thoſe /7llows, on our 
leſt, are tipt with Taſſels of Grey; and yonder 
Poplars, that overlook the River, and ſeem to com- 
mand the pg are pointed with Rolls of 
| Wer: „ 
The Hawthorn, bi ener ic, is: patch: us. 
ee with ſilken Gems, partly diffuſed into a milk - 
white Bloom. Not a ſtragling Furze, nor a ſolitary 


[Thicket, but wears a rural Noſegay. All is a delightful 


_ Diſplay of preſent Fertility, and a joyous Pledge of 
-future Plenty.—Now we experience what the royal 
Poet, in very agreeable Imagery, deſcribes: The 
ONTO W The Fi- 


1 Fa : 4 % ers 
3 ' . 
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err appear on the Earth; the Time, of the Singing 
Birks + is come; and he Vie of the Tartle rae 4 
our Land, The Fig-Tree putteth forth her Green Figs 3 

and the Vine with the tender Grapes, give a. any 
Par 22 | 
App. Yout Quotation 280 the Scene remind me of 
a Remark, that ſhould have been admitted into our 
_ laſt Night's Diſcourſe; When we were enumerating 
the Excellencies of the ſacred Writings, methinks, 
we might have added ;—Are you fond of Paſtoral, in 
all its lowery Graces, and blooming Honours ? Ne- 
yer have we ſeen ſuch exquiſite Touches of rural 
Painting, or ſuch ſweet Images of endeared Aﬀec- 
tion, as in The, Seng of Songs which is Solomon's, 
| All the brilliant and amiable Appearances in Nature 
are employed, to delineate the Tenderneſs of bis 
Heart, who is Love itſelf—to pourtray the Beauty of 
his Perſon, who is The chiefeft among ten thouſand— 
and deſcribe the Happineſs, of thoſe Souls, whoſe Fel- 
lowfhip is with the Father, and with his Sen ESU 
CHRIST. © 
Seel! Theron, what the cheartng Warmth and the 
genial Showers of Spring have done! Such a Change, ſo 
pleaſing and ſo ennobling, the Goſpel of GHRIST 
8 into the Soul. Not a Day, fcarce an Hour 
paſſes, | but this Seaſon of univerſal Fecundity produces 
Something new. And is there any State, or any Cir- 
cumſtance of Life, on which the Faith of CARIST 
does not exert i immilar Efficacy, and bring forth. Fruit 
unto GOD ?. | | 
© This is ſuppoſed to be the ſpiritual Meaniog of tha that 
fine deſcriptive PiQture, which You have borrowed) from 
VOI. I. ak the 
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che Canticles. It diſplays the benign Agency of Grace 
and its Doctrines; eſpecially, of our LOR D's Satiſ- 
Action for Sin, and of his Righteouſneſs imputed to 
Sinners. Theſe operate, with much the fame favour- 
able and happy Energy, both on our Morals and our 
Comforts; as the beet Influences of the vernal Sun 
operate, on the ſprouting H rbs, and opening Flow- 


ers. 
Der. If fab were the Effects of your Doctrine, it 


would ſtand the fairer Chance for general Acceptation. 
But there are ſeveral wei hty Scruples ng re- 
moved, before Perſons of a Hberal and enlarged Way 
of Thinking, can acquieſte i in your Opinion. Who, 
for Inſtance, can perſuade Himſelf, that what You 
call The Satis FVuction of C HRIST, is conſiſtent with 


| the DiQtes of Rekha, or wh the Perfections of 


the DEITY? 

Let Gentlemen be candid in their inne, 
and 110 liberal in their Way of Thinking ; ; then, I 
flatter myſelf, wele Scruples may be removed, With 
out much Difficulty, 
GO P, the almi gbty Creator, and ſupreme Gover- | 
nor of the World, having made Man, ve Him a 
Lay; with a Penalty annexed, in Cafe of Difobedi- 
encę.— This ſacred Law our Fore-father Adam pre- 


| ſumptuouſiy broke ; and Ve, his Poſterity, were in- 


"volved in his Cult. Ot, ſhould that Point be 82 


troyerted, We have Adel made, by many SY 
onal Tranſgreſſions, his Apoſtacy our cum. — 
much, that all have ſinned ; have forfeited OY 


| P ng Ft rendered eee 1 427.31 r 


Man 


PIALOQGUE m. 
Man being thus ruined, none could recover Him, 
except his injured Maker. But ſhall He be recover- 
ed, ſhall He be reſtored, without ſufferi e 
ment, due to his Crime, and threatened by his Cres 
tor? What then will become of the Tu/tice of h the | 


divine Lawgiver ? And how ſhall the Hongur of his 
holy Law be maintained? At this rate, who would 
reverence its Authority, or fear to violate its Pre- 
cepts ? — Sinners might be emboldened to multiply 
their T ranſgreflions ; and tempted. to think, that the 
GOD of immaculate Holineſs, the GO of un- 
2 wenig, is aha och on One as them: 
6 

Does it not appear needful, that ſome Expedient 
be deviſed, in order to prevent theſe diſnonourable and 
horrid Cenſequences ? 

Ther, Proceed to inform Us, what the Expedi- 


ent is. 
Asp. To aſcertain the Dignity of the ſupreme Ad- 
miniſtration, yet reſcue Mankind from utter -Deſtruc- 
tion, this admirable Purpoſe was formed, and in the 
Fulneſs of Time executed. The /econd Perſon of the 
ever hleſſed TRINITY unites the human Nature to 
the divine; ſubmits Himſelf to the Obligations of his. 
People; and becomes re/pon/able for all their Guilt. Ia 
this . He ge a perſact Obedience * 
2 AT 


n was attealty che Cabs, as We are informed by 
the Searcher of Hearts, when, on a particular Occaſion, 
Puniſhment was only retarded. r 
Nee n if, on this ar 
IN Pi; — * N fe 
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| undergoes the Sentence of Death: makes 2 full Ex- 
 piation of their Sins, and re- eſtabliſhes their Title to 
Life.—By which means, the Law is ſatisfied ; - Juſtice 
is magnified ;' and the richeſt Grace exciſed. « Man 
enjoys a great Salvation, not to the Diſcredit of any, 
but to the unſpeakable * of all, the ire n. 
butes. | | 

This is what We mean by CHRIST's Satte 
tion. And this, I ſhould imagine, wants no Recom- 

mendation to our unprejudiced Reaſon ; as, J am fure, 
it is moſt delightfully accommodated to our diftreſſed 
Condition—It is alſo confirmed by many expreſs Paſ- 

ſages of Scripture, and illuſtrated by a Forney -of uy | 
' an Images. 

Ther. Pray, let me be feroundd with ſome of your 
ſcriptural Images. —After which, We may inquire, 
whether . Doctrine will ſtand the T * of _ 

ow. 


. PN {VN bs you Mods ef u Beta- When | 
Priam redeemed the dead Body of He#or from dogg 
Victorious Achilles, how was it done? 
Der. By paying a Price * — Thus Fabius recover- 
ed the Captives, that were taken by Hannibal. He 
tranſmitted the Sum required, aug, Fagan: Ae 
ed from their Conſinement. 
A. Such is the Redemption, 1 0 for Eng 
2 an nn CHRIST. Of ſucb a 


Wanne „ 
ans 7 dne: 
1——— . 7 3 3 Man 
am ffnirehy rich Price. Hyperbolical this, as a 
by Hamer: ftrictiy true, W when referred to CHRIST. 


5 
: 
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Nature, (though incomparably more grand and auguſt 
in all its Circumſtances) and expreſſed by the very ſame 
Word *. The Sen of Man came, nat to be miniflered 
unto, but to miniſter ; and to give bis Life a Ranſent 


fer Many. 


CHRIST alſo paid a Price — a real. Price — a 
moſt ſatisfactory Price. In Conſideration of which, 
our Freedom from every penal. Evil is granted. I 


are redeemed +, ſays the Apoſtle, not with corruptible 
Things, Silver and Gold, but with the precious Blood 


of CHRIST.—Let me add one Text more; which, 


in the ſame Style of commutative Juſtice, aſſerts the 


ſame. Truth. CHRIS T has redeemed Us r, hath 


brought Us off, from the (oy of the Law. — e 


. 1 


* Aurga, aniwrew, are uſed: in d 
tion, by the moſt approved Authors o 3 — „ 
Tie T. r. T An eee ſays 


Plutarch. ee da bien Ja Fer aura darge- 


arr wwy, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, Matt xx. 28.— 
anhusgee reha tte, is the Language of Demoſthenes. 


Ba o Noe THY D wi GM T8 au- cure, are the W 
of St. Paul, Eph. i. 7.— To abliſ this important Point, 
and to familiarize the comfortable Idea to our Minds „the 


ſacred Writers abound in this Phraſeology. See Luke i. 


| 88. fn. 38. xxiv.'21.—Rom. iii. 34. — Tit. ü. 24. — Heb. 
ix. 12. 


+ 1 Pet. i. 18. We have an equivalent Expreſſion, uſed 


in the ns Signification, by one of the correcteſt Writers 
8 the 


orld ; 
Et Fratrem Pollux alterna Morte redemit. | Taps: 


+ Gal. iii. 13. Eryegaen — We are ſaid to be 
1 Cor. vi. 20. Not in a metaphorical Senſe, but — 


r roperly. For, here che Price is mentioned, and by 


eter the Price is ſpecified, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 


Af > 1 


ptalogus tt. 


D. Ranſon was paid di.” be Pond of Hin, 
Hears inexbauftible exhaufttd Fund, 

Amazing and amaz'd, pour d forth the Price, 
All Price beyond. Though curious to compute 
Ar ch- Angels fail d to caft the mighty Sum *. 


Ther. Hold a little, good Aﬀpaſm. Confider the 
Conſequence of what You maintain. If there was a 
Ranſom in the Caſe, to Whom was it paid ? — The 
Devil had led Sinners captive. They are ſaid to be 
the Slaves of Satan. And ſhall the bleſſed FESUS 
pay his Life to that accurſed Fiend? Shocking to 
imagine Let, ſhocking as it is, it muſt follow from 
your own, and your Poet's Aſſertion. 

Aſp. You miſapprehend the Caſe, Theron. The 
| Ranſom was paid to GOD. Thou haſt redeemed Us . 
to GOD 4, is the Confeſſion of the Saints. in Light. 
—Satisfa&tion was made to the divine Law, and to 
the divine Juſtice. The one of which was offended ; 
the other violated; and both concurred to 8 
the Tranſgreſſor's — Of which Doom Satan . 

was the deſtined Executioner. Whoſe Malignity, 
 atiff implacable Rage, GOD is pleaſed to make ce the 
| Inſtrument of inflicting his Vengeance. As He for- 
merly uſed the idolatrous Kings of 4/yria and Say | 
lon, to chaſtiſe the diſobedient Mraelites. 

When M were without Strength t, utterly ruined, 
yet abſolutely helpleſs — when None, in Heaven or 
Earth, could afford Us any Suceour — then our 
LORD FESUS CHRIST moſt graciouſly and 


. Night-Thonghts, Ne. Iv. + Rev. v. 6. 
1 Rom. v. 9 | 
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moſt ſeaſonably interpoſed. He ſaid, as it is very 


emphatically repreſented by Elihu ; Deliver them from 


going dotun into the Pit; I have found a Ran om *, 
He did; what is very beautifully deſcribed by ous 
Engliſh Claſſic ; : Wn 
, Man, as is met juſt, 
' Shall fatisfy for Man, be judg d, and die; 
And dying riſe, and riſing with Him raiſe 


His Brethren, ranſom'd with bis own dear Life. 


Milton, B. ut. 294. 


Ther. But pray, do not You allow, that CHRIST 
RN n . 

Aſp. We not only allow it, but We inſiſt upon it, 
and make our Boaſt of it. This is the very Founda- 
tion of his Merit, and the Support of our Hope. 

Ther. This may aggrandize the Merit of CHRIST ' 
but it will increaſe the Difficulty of your Taſk: For, 
according to this Opinion, CHRIST muſt make 
Satisfaction ro Himſelf. And is not this a Practioe 


quite unprecedented ? A Notion perfectly abſüfd ? 
Aſs. Tt is quite unprecedented, You fiy.—On this: 


Point, I ſhall not vehemently contend. Only let me 
mention one Inſtance. Zaleucus, You know, the 
Prince of the Locrians, made a Decree, That who- 
ever was convicted of Adultery, ſhould be puniſhed 
with the Loſs of both his Eyes. Soon after this 
Eftabliſhment, the Legiſlator's own Son was appre- 


| hended in the very Fact, and brought to a public 


Tryal.—How could the Father acquit Himſelf, in fo 


* Job xxxiv. 24. | © 


i» : 
ms, 
- 
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render nl delicate a a Conjuncture — Should He eue. 
cuts the Lay, in all its Rigour? This would be worſe 
than Death to the unhappy Youth; —<Should He par- 
aun ſo notorious a Delinquent? This would defeat the 
Deſign of his ſalutary Inſtitution.— To avoid both 
theſe Inconveniencies, He ordered one of his own 
Eyes to be pulled out, and one of "his Sons. By 
Which means, the Rights of Juſtice were preſerved 
anviolate ; yet the Tenderneſs of a Parent was remark- 
ably indulged, And may We not venture to fay, 
That, in this Caſe, Zaleucus both received and made 
the Satisfaction received it, as a Magiſtrate; z even 
while He made it, as a Father, 
Der. I cannot ſee, how this Suffering of the Fa. 
ther was, in any Degree, ſatisfa&ory to the Law: 
ſince the Father and the Son could not be conſidered, 
as one and the ſame Perſon, It may paſs for an extra- 
ordinary Inſtance of parental Indulgence. It may ſtrike 
the benevolent and compaſſionate Hearer. But, 
if tried at the Bar of Equity and Reaſon, it will hard- 
ly be admitted as any legal Vein; it will pro- 
bably be condemned, as a Breach of Nature's firſt 
and fundamental Law, Self-Preſervation. 1 
Asp. What You obſerve, Theron, I muſt banks; : 
has Weight. It will oblige me to give up my Muſtra- | 
tion. Nevertheleſs, what You urge againſt the Pro- 
priety of the Compariſon, tends to eſtabliſh the Cer- 
tainty of the Doctrine. For, CHRIST and his 
People are actually conſidered, as one and the ſame 
Perſon. They are one myſtical Body: He the Head, 
they the Members: ſo intimately united to Him, 
that they are, Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſh. 
By virtue of which Union, their dins were puniſhed 
n 
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in Him; and by hit Stripes they are aue, * a, 
tain Impunity and-Life, © 
Though there may be nothing in de Bec 
of Men, which bears any Reſemblance to this Miracle 
of heavenly Goodneſs; it receives a. ſufficient Con- 
firmation from the Language of Scripture. He, who 
wrote as an Amanuenſis to the unerring SPIRIT. 
has declared; That GOD was in CHRIST, 
reconaling the World — unto Whom ? | Unto: ſome 
third Party? No; but reconciling it, by the Death 
and Obedience of CHRIST, unto Himſelf t. And 
I can very readily grant, that this divine Exertion of 
Benignity and Wiſdom, ſhould be without 4 Wd 
dent, and without a Parallel t. | 
- Difficulties, I own,, may attend the Explicatian of 
this Article, or be interwoven with its Conſe 
At the ſame Time I muſt affirm, That our Ap- ; 
prehenſions of heavenly Things are ſo obſcure, and 
our Ideas of the divine Benevolence ſo ſcarity, that 
We may very poſſibly miſtake; and fancy that to be 
abſurd, which is only great, wonderful, and intom- 
prebenſible jj.——Nor ſhall I be thought preſumptugusin 
3 That it will be . for all the Saga- 


al. li. f. 11 8 

I 4 Fang, in the Perſon of Horace, ſaid of ier and 
his N Exploits, F | 

i Cui nilil uiges mil aut fecundun:, 

Much more will-Rea/on, in the Character of a Behever, 

ſay the ſame of JEHOVAH. and his marvelous Grace. 

4 bs unparalleled, nay, its #nco nn. Nature, is 
no Objection to its Truth and Re This is rather a 

Lircum ſtance, which pe poly ares with the Teſtimony 
of the inſpired INT (6 ds, in my Opinion, an 


q 4 _.anan- 
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city in the World, to prove this Doctrine an Abſur- 
dity, though it ſhould ever remain an ineaplicable My- 
ſery . How many Phænomena in the Conſtitution 
of external Nature, are confeſſedly myſterious and 
inexplicable ! They challenge, they cammand our Aſ- 
ſent; yet vate all our Reſearches, and defy our ut- 
molt Penetration. If then We find this Truth, fully 
and inconteſtably revealed in the Bible, We muſt re- 
nounce the Philoſopher, before We can n 2 
—_—. | 


Wer. Lit Us fee then, Whether it be ſofully and 
| incoriteſtably revealed in the Bible.—You have giver 
1 me, as yet, but one of your ſcriptural Images. 

Asp. I have another at your Service CHRIS 
s called an Higb-Prigi. What do You take to be the 
NEwer the Prieſtly Office? 

Ther. The Buſineſs of the Prieſt was, I appre- 
hend, To fer Sacrifices, and to make Interceſſiun for 

8 | 

Ap. Very true: and CHRIST could: not, with 
g Denn 3 


| geen one, or the die Origin of Chia 
ni 
err 5 avith = Teftimony of the ed Writers ; who 
it, 2 only GOD, Wiſdom, of ſuperemi-- 
nent Dittin&ion, — his /dom 4 a Myſtery, even his 
| hidden Wiſdom : which could not poſſibly have been con- 
ceived - irq # finite Mind, COT enlarged or ſagaci- 
ots. an Argument oy the divine Origin of Ghriflianity. 
Since it was — — for the Contrivance of Men, 
and abſolutely und- Cee abl by the Penetration of An- 
els ; how could it be known, but by Manifeſtation from 
? Whence could it take 2 but from an e- 
tial — ? ; 


* 
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been defective in performing either af the ſacerdotal 


Functions. No, that he offered no ſueh Victim as 


ſtain Beafts, is univerfally acknowledged. We mighe 
preſume therefore, even though We had not the 


* 


Authority of an Apoſtle to aſſure Us, That He . 
fered Himſelf, through the eternal SPIRIT to GOD: 
The Croſs, ſhall I fay *? Rather his divine Na- 


ture was the Altar. His Soul and Body, each im- 


maculately pure, were the Hohbcauft. Theſe He re- 
ſigned ; the one, to deadly Wounds; the other, to 


inexpreflible Anguiſſr; and both, to be inſtead of all 
whole Burnt-Offerings.—On this invaluable Oblation, 


his Interceſſion at the Right-hand of his FATHER is 


founded : from this it derives that prevailing Efficacy, 
which is the Security of his /anding, and the Reco- 
vety. of his fallen Diſciples. | : | 


* 


Give me Leave to aſk farther z What is your Idea 


of a Sacrifice? When Iphigenia was ſlain at the Al- 
tar, What was the Import of that memorable Ac- 
tion? : ry 


Ther, It mas indeed, if We man. anions. - 


Account +, to appeaſe the Indignation of the ſupetior 


Powers; 


The Croſs is, by ſome Authors, ſtyled The Altar. 
But, I think, improperly. 'This Notion ſeems to have 
from, or given riſe to, the Popiſe Practice of ido- 
ng the Crucifix. At leaſt, it countenances ſuch a Kind 
of ſpp or /acrilegious Devotion, more than a Prote- 
ſtant Writer could wiſh.—It was the Property of the 
Altar, to /an&ify the Gift. This therefore, when. refer- 
red to our LORD's Sacrifice, is a far more exalted Of- 


fice, than We dare aſcribe to the Humm of his Suf-. 
fering. This muſt be the Honour and Prerogative of his 


divine Nature, which did indeed ſanRify the great Obla- 
tion: gave it a Dignity, a Merit, an = 
able and everlaſting. 8 
+ Sanguine flacaſli Yentos, & Virgine c/a. 
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Powers; and to obtain a propitious Gale for the wind- 


hound E leet, and confederate Forces of Greece. But, 
Lhope,. You would not make that ſolemn Butchery 


of. the royal Virgin, a Pattern for the ſupreme Good- , f 
neſs; nor the Practice of groſs Idolaters, a Model 1 


for the Religion of the holy JESUS. 


A, By no means, Theron, Only 1 would ob- 


ferve—That t the Cuſtom of offering Sacrifices obtain- 


ed, among the moſt cultiuated Nations of the Hea- 
then Word — That theſe Sacrifices were frequently 


of the vicarious * Kind; in which the Victim was ſub. 
ſtituted, inſtead of the Offerer; and the One being 


cut of, te Fran was Aga. from Puniſhment 


Cons 


an 

® Feneca ſays, allading to the Cuſtom of Sacrifices, 
and the prevailing Opinion concerning them; Fuerim 
tamtum mnunquam tmplius dolituræ Domus Piamentum. — 
What we are to underſtand by Pianentum, our Author 


1 . bunſelf explains, in the preceding Clauſe; Quicguid Ma- 


tri dolendum Sons in me tranſierit; quicquid Avie, in me. 


To which his j 5 udicious Commentator Lip/7us, from an ex- 


tenfive'Knowledge of Antiqui Win a- 
cularis Vittima.-- — ad Hel 2 ; FO 
The ſame Writer, in the ſame conſolatory Epilile, 
has another Sentence, ſtill more to our Purpoſe ; Nobi- 
 fitatur 'ommium Carmimhus,. qua ſe pro Conjuge vicariam 
Ledi. —IJrvenal {peaking of this very F Fad, expreſſes 

in very remar 2 Such as ſhews 
U. with the utmoſt Clæarneſi an Precifion, what the An- 
_ Hents meant, waen they affirmed of a * or bet 
ing Perſon; That He gave Himſelf for Another: 


e 7 ſubeuntem Fata Mariti . 
5 niit f Permutatio detur. of 1 


5 Sat. VI. 


© There.i is a Poſlage in Lun, which moſt of all deſerves 
dar, Natzee. As it — to imply a * 


> 


* _—_ 
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— Conſequently, that the Claſſkc Authors would"(in 
caſe there was any Need of ſuch Auxiliaries) om 
with the ſacred Writers, to declare the EE 
and explain the Nature of Sacriſices.— This alſo 
You will permit me to add, That, if the Heathens 
talk ſenſibly on any Part of religious Worſhip, it is 
on the Subject of Sacrifices, Their Sentiments con- 
cerning expiatory Oblations, ſeem to be the faint and 
diſtant Echo of Revelation. And 1 have uſually con- 
ſidered them, not as the Inſtitutions of mere Neaſon, 
but as the Remains of ſome broken Tradition 
However, the trueſt and moſt authentic Significa- 
tion of a Sacrifice, is to be learned from the eius 
Ritual, explained by the Goſpel Comment. Do You 
remember the Moſaic Account of that Ordinance ? © 
Ther. You are much better acquainted, Aſpaſio, 
with thoſe ſacred Antiquities; and can give the moſt 
ſatisfactory Information, with regard to this Parti- 
cular. Only let me remind You, That Aims are 
ſtyled Offerings ; and Praiſes, both in the propheticat - 
and evangelical Writings, come under — Denomis 
nation of Sacrifices. 4 
+ Though Praiſes and Alms are ſtyled Sach 
es, they are not of the propitiatory, but euchariflic 
l They are never ſaid to expiate Tranſgreſſions, 
| only are Regs, as ö to GOD 7 


* hy * * 7 
2 #4, * : \ 4 


the is Dignity, the a adi Den, of the Sacr: | 
fie which was neceſſary to appeaſe the Wrath of Heaven. 
Good, Confer ab ur 2 —— for — 7 
; utraque Acie, aliquanto auguſtior 
"0% Viſu, fcuti Calo mfſug Piaculum onmis Deorum rs 
foot 1 * Lib. VIII. C. 9. 
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FESUS GHRIST,; that divinely precious Vic» 
tim, whoſe Merits both caneel our Guilt, and com- 
an emen According to— 

Dur. Stay a Moment, Aſpaſio:—Let me recolle& 
nyſelf.—This may be the Meaning of Sacrifices, 
as ordained by Adofes, and folemnized among the 
Fews. “ Sacrifices were a ſymbolical Addreſs to 


% G00; intended to expreſs before Him the Devo- 


<< tion, Affections, Diſpoſitions and Deſires of the 


Heart hy fignificative and emblematical Actions.“ 


Or thus; The Prieſt made Atonement for Sin, by 
* facrifieing a Beaſt, only as that was a Sign and Teſti- 
«many. of Sac s pure and upright Heart,” 
Aſp. dacrifices, 1 acknowledge, were a ſymboli- 
cal Addreſs o G OD. — But would You confine 


their Efficacy, only to the Death of the Animal, 7 


always had 2 Reference to the eat Sacrifice or- 
dained i in the eternal, Counſels 8 
ech when the co-eternal SON was made Fleſh— 
offered, when the bleſſed 7E SUS. ſurrendered Him- 
elf, to be led as a Lamb to the Slaughter. They 


were ſo far from being independent on this divine 


Oblation, that they ated in ac pas Subſerviency 
to it, and derived a// their Virtue from it. They 
were the Shadow, but the Body was CHRIST. 
They expreſſed, You fay, the 2 A Sections, 
Diſpoſitions, and Deſires of the Heart. But I rather 
think, they expreſſed the Guilt and the Faith of the 
Offerer—His Guilt; for this ſeems to. be intimat» 
very Names of the propitiatory Sacrifices. 
or oy! and the Sacrifice, the offending Action and 


the expiatory Rite, being ſignified by one and the 
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fame Word *. It is ſomewhat more than intimated, 
by the Occaſion of the Offering, and the State of the 
Offerer. Since it was only on account of Guilt 
contracted, that piacular Oblations were made; and 
only from à guilty Perſon, that they were required. 
—— His Faith; or firm Belief, that ceremonial. Guilt, 
which ſhut Him out from the Commudfionof the viſi- 
ble Church, and ſubjected Him to the Infliction of 
temporal Judgments, was removed by theſe ; but that 
moral Guilt, which defiles the Soul, and- excludes 
from Heaven, ſhould be purged by ſome better Sacrt- 
ice than theſe +. In the Exerciſe of this Faith, Abel 
offered up a more acceptable Sacrifice than Cin; 
and. without this Faith, exerciſed in ſome Degree, 
amn e | 

If Sacrifices were intended to beſpeak ee 
— methinks, the State of Innacency had been t 
propereſt Period, for their Inſtitution and Oblation. 
But We never hear of this awful Ceremony, till 
Man is fallen, and Sin committed. If intended to 
denote Purity of Heart, why ſhould they be parti 
cularly injoined on that folemn Day, when Con- 
ſeſſion was made of all the Sins , of the whole Co 
gregation? An oddly concerted Device this! rater. 
the Tongue muſt contradict, what the Ceremony 
would 'recognize.—-Or, how could it be proper, afi 
tet the Violation of ſome Law, or the Ng of | 
KU * and offer a Sa 


critice ? 
4 denotes ing. Leut. iv. 
1 at Trop, ee 
res as f the F. 
7 2 5 Wi e, — 


3 e 


I r XVI. 21. 
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crifice ? What would be the Language of ſuch 4 
Practice? .I have done wickedly,' but my Heart is 
. pure and upright.” Is this conſiſtent with the Spi- 
zit of Humility, of Modeſty, or of common Ingenu- 
ity ? Is this the Way of giving Glory to GOD, or of 
taking Shame to ourſelves ? Whereas, let the Sa- 
crifice be a tyfſical-Expiation, and this is the Signifi- 
eancy of the Action. LORD, I confeſs myſelf 
4 guilty. Puniſhment and Death are my Due; 
4 Let them fall, I beſeech Thee, on my Victim *. 
That ti Juſtice being glorified, and thy Law ſa- 
e tisfhed; thy Merey my be an nö een 
4 in my Forgiveneſsss . 

Beſides, Theron; What Lille has . 
ens. between the Profeſſion of Integrity, and. an 
Animal mortally wounded ; wallowing in its own 
Blood; and ſtruggling in the Agonies of Death? 
Wheteas, between theſe dying Pangs, and the Pu- 
niſhment due to Sin, or the Sorrows ſuſtained by the . 
crueiſied 8A VIOUR, chere is an apparent, a Hriling, 

and, in various Reſpects, an edifjing Reſemblance. 
1 Ther, They declared, perhaps, the Sacrificer's 
Readineſs and Reſolution, to flay the Brute in Him- 
ſelf, and to lay down. his Life in Adherence to GOD. 
A. 1 don't remember any Aſſertion of this Kind 
in the Bible, or any Hint to countenance ſuch an 
| Interpretation. It ſeems, in-/ome Caſes, to be incom- 
W * the * N _ of NG © and contrary to 


| * What ſay Prodigy of oriental lenke 
Boler ? Fiat ig ag 4 A Saber ier rg 
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the expreſs Declarations of Scripture. Doves, You 
know, | Lambs, and Sheep were offered in Sacrifice. 
But ſhall We ſlay the Lamb, the Dove, the Sheep 
in Qurſelves ?- So far from it, that C ZR 18s Dif- 
ciples are either deſcribed by theſe Creatures, or com- 
manded to imitate their Properties. Be ye harmleſs as 
Doves *. Peter, t Lambs +. my Sheep, heat 
my Voice . * 

Suppoſing, however, that this might be a fubordi- 
nate Deſign, or a valuable Improvement of the facri- 
ficial Acts; yet their primary Intention, and ultimate 
End, were widely different: were much more ſignificant 
of the divine Compaſſions, and much better adapted to 
the Comfort of Mankind. They were—An awful Indi- 
cation, that Death was the Wages of Sin: At the ſame 
Time, a chearing Declaration, that GOD was pleaſed to 
—5 the Death of the Animal, inſtead of the Sin- 

a figurative Repreſentation || alſo of that illu- 
— Perſon, who was 10 bear the Sin of many, and 
pour out his Soul for Tranſgreſſors. | 4-4 
- Ther. Since Sacrifices were of a religious Nature, 
they ſhould not only be inſtructive and beneficial: oY 
their Tendency; but have their due Effe&ts, wi 


regard to GOD, to Sin, and to the Perſon who 
3 


- Vor. 1. . 80 Afb. 
Matt. x. 6 "og t John xx. 8 t John x. 27. 
What ſa n this 8 5 0 Seng 
ins —_— . principal | gn? He calls 


r ̃ Rites 
* * 1. 


- And Shadows, 2 Seed to ruiſ⸗ 
The Serpent, by what mean; He ſhall atchieve” | © 
4 Mankind"; Deliverance, 22 B. XII. 231. 
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D 
7 L They had their Effects with regard to GOD; 
har his. Juſtice might be magnified, and his Anger 


4 N Sin; that its Demerit might be diiplay- 
ed, yet its Guile be done away—to the Perſon whe 
> AE that he might obtain Pardon, be exr 
empted from Puniſhment, and u * Waner 
the LORD FESUS CHRIST. 


Ther. There are ſo many Sorts. of Sacrifice, ap» 
pointed i in the Fewiſh Rubric, that I am at a loſs 
for à di/tind? Idea; unleſs ſome one be ſingled gut 
and ſeparately conſidered. 

Aſp. Among all the Sacrifices ;oflitne by Moſes, 
none more circumſtantially typified the bleſſed 7 E- 
SUS, or more . expreſſed the Benefits — 
his Oblation, than the Paſchal Lamb, and the 


Sin-O ering. 

An Expoſitor, who cannot be miſtaken, has given 
Usthis Interpretation of the Paſchal Lamb; CHRIST 
eur * is n for Us *, Declaring hereby 


. 


That 


1. Cer. v. 7. Would any One yenture to ſay ? Pad 
our Paſſever is facvified for Yet this, I think, 
e, or rather i: in effect ſaid, by the Account which 
Perſons give of CHRI $T's Satisfaction.— The very 
| Thought of ſuch a blaſphemous Abſurdity, is too painful 


fore divert his Attention to a more pleaſing 
Let Him obſerve the exquiſite Still, which, here 


= every where, conduQts the Zeal of the inſpired 
Writer.— The Odes 5 Pindar are celebrated for their 
fue Tranſitions ; "whic though bold and furprifing,” are 
rfectly natural. We — in this Place, a very ma- 
= king ic of the ſame beautiful Kind. Nees — | 
ing of the ince/{uous Criminal, paſſes, by a art- 
Dae to * da ling Topic, eee. 


mlt d ive for the ſerious Chriſtian to dwell upon. I 
. 


2 o& 5 r 


ez 
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That CHRIST is a real Sacrifice=That He Wan 
prefigured, in this Capacity, by the Paſchal Lamb 
That the Circumſtances, which diſtinguiſhed it, met 
in Him; and the Advantages, which reſulted from it, 
were procured by Him: thoſe, in their trueſt Import; 
rheſe, in their largeſt Extent.— The Words of the 
Apoſtle ſpeak this Senſe, to the plainzſt /implet Rea- 
der. Wheteas, to extort any other Signification 
from them, what Subtilty of Wit, and what Refine 
ment, or rather Violence of Criticiſm, muſt be uſed ! 
Tue Paſchal Lamb was without Blemiſh. © Such wan 
the Lamb of GOD : free from all Taint of original 
din, and from every Spot of actual Tranſgreſſion. 
A Lamb of the foff Year, in all the Sprightlineſs and 
Floridity of Youth. CHRIST alſo laid down his 
Life, not when wotn with Age, and ſcarce worth the 
keeping; but in the very Prime of his Day: 
all the Bloom and Vigour of Manhood. — i Lani 
was to be ſlain in ſuch a Manner, as might occaſion 
the moſt copious Effufion of its Blood. And was not 
this very exactiy fulfilled in our ſuffering SAVIOUR ? 
His Blood owe! out, in vaſt Abundance, by the amaze” 
ing Sweat in the Garden ; by the rending Lathes of the 
Scourge; by the lacerating Points of the Thoyns; by the 
dreadful Naits, which cleft his Hands and' his Feet; 
by the deadly Spear, which ripped open his Side, and 
cut its Way to his Heart. Though the Blood was to 
be fo liberally ſpilt, a Bone of the Lamb was not t6 l 
broken. And you cannot but recollect, You cannot 
| 6 but 
Who would have expected it, on ſuch an Occaſion? Yet, 
when t>4s admitted, who does not ſee and admire, both 
the Propriety of the SubjeQ, and the Delicacy ot its 
Introduction ? 
I 


So, the Merits of the flaughtered SAVIOUR * ſcreen 
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but admire, the wonderful Interpoſition of Providence, 
to accompliſh this emblematical Prediction. When the 


Soldiers had received a Command, to break the Legs 
of the three crucified Perſons; when they had actually 
broke the Legs of each MalefaQtor, that hung on the 
right Side of our LORD and on the left; their 
Minds wereover-ruled (by a divine Influence, no doubt) 
to ſpare the bleſſed FE SUS, and to leave all his 
Bones unhurt, untouched. 

The Lamb was to be killed before the whole Aſem- 
bly; in the Preſence, either of the whole Congrega- 
tion of /ſrael, or elſe of that particular Society, which 


_ concurred in eating the Fleſh. And did not the whole 
| Multitude ofthe Jews conſpire againſt our REDEEM- | 


ER, toput Him to Death ? Did they notall cry out, as 
with one Voice? Crucify Him! Crucify Him ! Was 
He not executed; at one of their grand Feſtivals, and 
in the Sight of the whole aſſembled Nation? —The 


Blood was not to be poured heedleſiy upon the Ground, 


but received carefully into a Baſon ; and ſprinkled, with 


the utmoſt PunQuality, upon the Door-Poſts, In like 


Manner, the Blood of the heavenly Lamb, is not to 


be trampled under Foot, by a contemptuous Diſre- 
gard. It is the Treaſure of the Church, and the 


Medicine of Life. To be received therefore by an 


humble Faith, and deyoutly applied to our Con- 
ſciences. The Sprinkling of that Blood ſecured every 


Ifraelitiſh Family, from the deſtroying Angel's Sword. 


every 


- 


- '® Both St. Peter and St. e 4 


Sprintling. 1 Pet. i, 2. Heb, xii, 24. er * mn 


DIALOGUE'M, 8; 
every believing Sinner, from the Stroke of offended 
Juſtice, and from the Pains of eternal Death. What 
muſt have become of the 1/raelite, who, truſting to 

the Uprightneſs of his Heart, ſhould neglect to make 
uſe of this divinely appointed Safeguard ? He muſt ine- 
vitably have been puniſhed with the Death of his Firſt- 
born. Equally certain, but infinitely more dreadful, 
will be his Condemnation ; who, before the omniſcient 
Judge, ſhall preſume to plead his own Integrity, or 
preſent his own Repentance, and reject the . 
ment of the dying 7E SUS. 

Ther. Now, if You pleaſe, for the Sin-Offering 1. 
Which ſeems to have been the moſt eminent Sacrifice 
of them all. 


Aſp. It was the moſt comprehenſive ; * becauſe, it 
ſhadowed forth not only the Death of CHRIST, 
but his Reſurrection from the Dead, and his Aſcen- 
ſion into Heaven As the various Actions of ſome 


＋ FN 83 5 | Aluſtrious 


remarkable Form of Speech, that the Death of GHRIST 
will be of »o Advantage to the Sinner, unleſs it be 
to his Heart. As the Blood of the Paſchal Lamb was no 
Protection to an Maelite, till it had ti the Poſts ofthis' 
Door. Iſaiab, uſing the ſame Phraſe; and all to 
the ſame Cuſtom, A our 7 . CHRIST; 
He ſhall. ſprinkle many Nations 15. Not aer 
them into his Church by Baptiſm; — alſo, 
plication of his Blood, 7 Bprii br all, by ch A 
and defiver them from the Math to come. —If We ad- 
mit the generally received Doctrine, this Metaphor is 
1 1 Da — 
ment, the is enbarraſed, 
- hardl if at all tav ible. 

» For the Circ relating to the Sin-O — 4 
5 Reader will conſult Lævit. ons ea Oo thoſe w 
concern the Paſchal Lamb, * = hw n to 

Exod. xii. | 
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iNluftriousPerſonage, which cannot be exhibited by 

the Painter in a ſingle Draught, are diſplayed in þ Se 
ral Compartments ; ; yet all conſtitute one and the ſame 
grand bitorical Picture. So, thele glorious Events, 
which could not poſſibly be typified by any angle Ani- 
mal, were repreſented by two Kids of the Goats : 

which e were reputed, but as ne Offer- 


x; Gat were brought to. the Door of the Ta- 
bernacle, and there preſented before the LORD, 
1 * RIS 2 


« How runs Py divine Command.? He, (the High- 
Priet) 2 tale of | the Con gregation two Kids of the Goats 
for a Sin-Offering. Levit. xvi. 5. Are not theſe two Kids 

ſtyled, in the Number and colle&ive Senſe, an 
Mering. That We might not miſtake, G ODi is plea 

920 8 ane {pom a. Burnt-O Here He 

names one, to event a Nilkpgrekenton of bis Meaning, 
when He had before ſaid e. That We might be | 
more * from all Miſconception, and re this 
| Goat as joined in the ſame Offering with the other; the 
RO RP, contrary to his own Rule. ——— Caſes, 

Siders the High- Prieſt to Jay his Hands upon the Head of 
the Saape-Gaat, not upon the Head of the Goat devoted 
ta. Death. He di the neceſſary Circumſtaaces of a. 
Sacriſes hetween them Borb. To intimate, in the clear - 
eſt Manner, that neithet the One nor the Other ſeparale, 
but both tatra 2 were the one ſacriſicial Qblation, 

inted for this diſtin Solemaity. ' | + * 
chis be true, I the Paſſage 0a proty cone 
* Proof, That Atonement was made by ſuffering vicarious 
uniſſiment : notwithſtanding what ay 1 1 He _— , 
it. from the:tench Verſe-of che Chapt 
human Authority for the Support of — — 5 
one of the greateſt human Authoritige may bs ſeen- ig the 
celebrated H;r/fuc t mtg at 42d uj,eů 
Jutnm. pro Prrcato, Hoſt oy; eu — 


Br Genn. Lib wicaria. SS rer, jſp 
A 


DIALOGUE Wk Þ 
CHRIST alfo preſented Himſelf before GOD, 
when ls went up to Jeruſalem, that all Things written 
by the Prophets concerting Fm might be accompliſhed *,— 
The: Goat, on which the LORD's Lat fell, was 
devoted to Death. CHRIST alſo being delivered 
by the _ determinate Counſe] and Fore-knowledge of 
GOD +, was crucified and flain.— The Body was 
butut Toithaut the Camp. Which pointed at the very 
Place, and pictured out the very Nature, of our 
LOR D's Sufferings. For He fuffered without the 
Gate $ : was there expoſed to the Rage of Men, and 
the Wrath of GOD; under the moſt exquiſite 
Pains. of Body, and the moſt inſupportable Agonies 
of Squl. All ſignificantly typified, by the Flame of 
a devouring Fire. Than which nothing is more 
ferce, more penetrating, or more ſeverely 2 


ing. | 2 
d N thewed: forth 
the RE DEE MER ching for owr Sint; thatwhich - 
ſcaped, prefigured the ſame SAVIOUR, ring again fur 
our Jiſſtiſicatian. — The High- Prieſt put his Hands up- 
an the Head of the Scape - Goat, and with great Solem- 
nity, confeſſed the Sins of the whale Congregation. The 
Import of this Ceremony is expreſly declared in the 
facred Cahon ;; The Goat Hall brar upon' Him their ® 
Iniquuty,, It is: charmingly: explained by the Pro- 
phet, The LORD lid on HIM thi Fiiquity of 
D al and moſt delightfully confirmed by the Apa 
ſtle, He Aim/elf bore our n ann 
Naben d e 3 on a tgp: 1 | 


s 
av" en eee 0 ih ag er This 
2 | | . 


FR IId, 1 23. 1 Hab. l. 18. 
It is obſervable, that whereas the Scape- Goat is ſaid 
to ear NW) the Sing of Iſrael, Levit... xvi. 22. the very 
ſame Phraſe is applied to CHRIST, bai Ii, 12, 


* 
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This done, the Goat was diſmiſſed into « Land 
not inhabited: a Place ſeparated. from all Reſort of 
Men: where he was never likely to be found any 
more. To teach Us, That our Offences, having 
been expiated by the bleeding FESUS, are in- 
tirely done away; ſhall never riſe up in Judgment 
_ againſt Us; but, according to the Prophecy of Je- 
remiah, When the Iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be ſought for, 
there ſball be none; and the Sins of Fudah, they ſhall 
not be found *,—[t is farther injoined, That Aaron 
Hull confeſs all the Iniquities of the Children of Iſrael, 
and all their Tranſgreſſions, in all their Sins. Iniqui- 
ties, Tranſgreſſiuns, Sins, are particularized ; and, to 
this Group of Expreſſions, the Word all is added. To 
inform Us, that the lea Sins need the Atonement of 
CHRIST's Death; to aſſure Us, that the greate/# 
Sins are not beyond the Compaſs of its Efficacy; and 
chat all Sins, be they ever fo heinous, or ever ſo 
. are forgiven to the true Believer. 

The High-Prieſt carried the Blood of the Victim 
into the ſecond Tabernacle, even within the Veil. 

So CHRIST entered with his own Blood, not into 
the Holy Places made with Hands, but into Heaven 
_ itſelf 4.—The* Blood was ſprinkled before the Mercy- 
Seat; ſprinkled por the Mercy-Seat; and ift in the 
Holy of Holies, that it might always remain before 
the LORD. And does not CHRIST always ap- 
pear in the Preſence of GOD for Us? Does He not 
ever. live to make Interceſſion for Us? To plead his 
all-ſufficient-Propitiation in our behalf; that the Be- 
nefits procured thereby, may be communicated, rati+ 


fo, and proce os Peet "Ther 
A 
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Der. Theſe Benefits, Aſpaſio, are aſcribed in 
Scripture, to Repentance and Reformation of Life, 
Qualifications of our own; not to any ſuch Cauſe as 
a vicarious Sacrifice; where the Merit muſt neceſ- 
farily ſubſiſt in another. What fays the Apoſtle 
Peter, when He had juſt received his Inſtructions 
from the HOLY GHOST? Repent and be converted, 
not look unto an Atonement, or depend upon a 
Propitiation, that your Sins may be blotted aut. 

Aſp. Tis true, the Benefits of the new Covenant 
are promiſed to Penitents, as their happy Portion ; 
but never aſſigned to their Repentance, as the pro- 
curing Cauſe, Never to their Repentance, but to 
the Blood of the great High-Prieſt, called therefore 
The Blood of the everlaſting Covenant +: being the Con- 
dition ſtipulated in it, required by it, and in Conſe- 
quence of wales all its res __ "= 
| beſtowed, 

Beſides ; the Qualifications You, ape are we 
Gift of Heaven. We are not able to exerciſe, till 
CHRIST, who is exalted for this very Purpoſe, 
gives Repentance . -A Converſion to GOD, and 
a Newnelſs of Life, are not the Effect of human. 
Abilities, but the Work of the divine SPIRIT, and 
the Fruit of the REDEEMER's Death.—Indeed, this 
Death is the Purchaſe of every heavenly- Bleſſing. 
This opens the Hand, opens the Heart of GOD, 
and all the Stores of his inexhauſtible Bounty. 


Ther, You begin to be in Raptures, Apaſo? 
| N 


* Aﬀts ill, 19, f Heb, xii, 20, f Ad v. 31. 
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- Aſp. Excuſe me, Theron. It is not eaſy to repreſs 


the Sallies of Delight and Devotion, when we 


muſe upon ſuch amazing Loving-kindneſs, and are 
touched with a Senſe of ſuch immenſely rich Benefits. — 
A kg High-Prieſt! Who is higher than the Hea- 

yet humbled Himſelf to Death, even the Death 
oft the Croſs! Who is conſecrated for evermare ; and 


. Pleads all his Merit, improves all his Influence, for 
our conſummate Felicity ! 


IV hat Heart of Stone but glowsat Thoughts like theſe ? 
"Such Contemplations mount Us, and ſhould mount 
The Mind fiill higher; nor ever glance, on Man | 

_ Unroptur Z, uninflan'd *. 3 


Bur! check myſelf; and will e either reply to your 
Objections, or liſten to your Sentiments. Liſten as 
attentively, as You Yourſelf attend to the Mufic of 


that forill-tongued Thruſh. 


Ther. Its ſweetly- modulated Lays, eminent even 
in the Symphony of Spring, have indeed attracted my 
Ears. But my Mind is diſengaged, and free for 
your Converfation. 

Aſp: I can repeat a Song, ſweeter far thaw this, 
or all the Melody of the Wood-land Choirs. A 
Song, chat has Harmony enough, to make the Brow - 


of Melancholy” wear a Smile, or to footh away the 


Sorrows of Death itſelf. Who fhall lay any Thing to 
the Charge of GOD's El It is GOD that 
juſtiſieih; who is He that condemneth , It is C HRTST 


that died; yea'rather, that is riſen again; wha'is even 
at 


7% 
8 * 


1 Night- Thoughts, Ne IV. 
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at the right Hand of GOD ; who alſo maketh Inter 
ceſſon for Li. According to my Friend's Principles, 
the Strain of this triumphant Exclamation was ill - 
judged, and ſhould. have run in the following Man- 
ner: „ Who ſhall lay any thing to our Charge? 
« We have endeavoured to preſerve a Rec- 
<« titude af Diſpaſition, and to perſiſt in à lau- 
« dable Courſe of Action. Where-ever We fail- 
ed, We have been ſorry for the Fault, and have im- 
c ploxed Pardon from the divine MAJESTY. What 
ce then ſhall diſmay Us? Or whoſhall condemn Us.” 
-—Your. Togics; of Conſolation would: be complete, 
without. having Recourſe to the Death of CHRIST, 
as an Atonement, fox Sin; ; or to the Reſurreftion of 
CHRIST, as an Evidence that the Atonement. is 
accepted; or to the Interceſſion of CHRIST, as the 
Cauſe of our Intereſt in that tranſcendent Blefling, © 

Wer, Since You, fo frequently mention, and. fo 
earneſtly inſiſt upon Atonement, I ſhould be glad to 
know the preciſe Signification of the Word, I am 
told, the original Phraſe has — to do with. the 
Idea of r Soti faction. N53 

Aſp. We may learn the preciſe Sienification of 
Atonement, by conſidering The Means ; the EPA. 
and-the Manner, whereby the Means. accompliſh-the. - 
Effect. The Effect of Atonement, is Pardon—The. 
Means of obtaining it, are the Death of CHRIST © 
— The Way or Manner, whereby the Death of 
CHRIS becomes efficacious for this bleſſed Pur- 
poſe; is the ſovereign Appointment. of: his Father; 
the Ls * of his r and eſpecially the 

| vicaricus 


(A * 


* Rom, viii, 55 34. 
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vicarious Nature of his Sufferings, or their being un⸗ 
dergone in the Stead of Sinners. 

| The original Word, which We tranſlate Atone- 
ment,” implies, in its primary Acceptation, the — 4 
tion of Covering. Thus the Ark was covered &, 
everlaid with Pitch, within and without : that all . 


Chinks might be ſecured, againſt the inſinuating At- 


tempts of the Water; and all its Timber defended, 


from the Imuries of the liquid Element. When an 


Object, in this or any other Manner, is covered 
over for Safety; the Covering receives every Shock, 
and ſuſtains all Damages, that would otherwiſe fall 


| upon the Thing covered. The Image, therefore, 
z very pertinently uſed, to expreſs the true evangeli- 


cal Nature of Atonement; and it is applied, with 
apparent Propriety, to HIM whois indeed the anointed 
Cherub, that covereth t. covereth from the Wrath of 
GOD, and the Stroke of FR by bearing both 
in our Stead. | N | 


11 Thou malt beſmear, cover, or 8 Gen. 
vi. 14. This is the firſt Place, in which our Word oc- 


curs. And it is ſuppoſed to give Us the genuine and 
native Senſe of the Phraſe.—Perhaps, the Exglisß Ex- 


preſſion cover, may be derived from the Participle * 


1 Exek: xxviii. 14. This is ſpoken bem of ho King of 
Tyre, who was probably a Type of Anti-Chrift 


| ge deſcribes, What He preſumed to 277 Himſelf; 
what He atte 


_—_ to paſs 2 in r Eſtimation of 
World. If ſo, I believe, 4 very juſtly ap- 
ply it to the LORD JESUS. It is a py Atm the me- 
> ache 3 — Fs it has been ſacril — 
n, ſurely it ſhould be reſtored to its proper 
. the RED EE MER. Viadem. + 


* 


Now 
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Now We have inquired into the exact Significa- 
tion of the Hebrew Word, give me Leave to add, 
That its Meaning is very exten/ive, and not unworthy 
of our particular Regard. It denotes—The Exer- 
ciſe of divine Mercy *— The Pardon of Sin +— A 
 Cleanfing from Guilt +—Purging from TranſgreflionJ 
— Reconcihation for Iniquity h— The Pacifying of 
Wrath Q,—Do not theſe Paſſages, (which are ex- 
preſſed by ſome Branch of the Verb, that conveys to 
Us the Idea of atoning) plainly intimate That the 
Atonement of CHRIST is the meritorious Cauſe 
of all theſe deſirable Effects; is the Foundation of 
every Act of divine Goodneſs; and the Origin of eve- 
_7y Blefling vouchſafed to Sinners? 


Ther. After all, this is the Conſideration, that princi- 
pally offends and perplexes me—GODis awe, a ſu- 
blime, an infinitely pure Spirit. How then can He take 
Pleaſure, in the Effuſion of Blood, or the Burning of 
Fleſh? How can any ſuch low carnal Inducements, 
make Him merciſul to Sinners; or appeaſe, whac 
You call, his Wrath? 
- Rather, what the Scriptures call his Wrath. 
Lou miſtake our Doctrine, my dear Theron. We 
never maintain, that any Sacrifice whatever, not even 
the Propitiation of CHRIST's Death, was in- 
_ tended to make GOD merciful, Only to make May 
for his eternal Purpoſes of Mercy, without any Pre- 


N + Deut. xxi. 8. 2 Chron. 
XXX. 18 umb. xxxv. 33. Pſal. Ixv. 3. 
9 you. ix, 24. Yuck." xvi. 63. | 


Judice 


| 
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jidice either to the Demands of his Law, or the 
Rights of his Juſtice, Our Sentiments on this Head, 
are exactly conſonant to his own Declaration, and his 
own Procedure, in the Caſe of Job's Friends *. 
Though diſptcaſed with their Conduct, He was mer - 
ciful to their Perſons. Nevertheleſs, He would not 
Eertiſe that Mercy, till they had firſt offered a $a- 
_— and acted Faith in a dying SAVIOUR: 
Neither is it ever ſuppoſed, That the i 
n pure” GOD can take Pleaſure in the Ef- 
fuſion of Blood, or the Burning of Fleſh, ſonply 
confidered. Only as they had 93 to that 
noble and ingſimable Sacrifice, which brings the higheſt 
Honour to his Name; which thoſe ſlaughtered Ani- 
mals exhibited in a Figure; and to which 8 true 
Lfaolite had a delieving Regard, . .. * 
I fay, had a believing Regard. For, it is alles 
by the Author to the Hebrews, That the Goſpel 
was preached to the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs +. 
I lat does He mean by the Goſpel? The very Es 
ſence of this benevolent Scheme, according to the 
Apoſtle's own Definition, is, That CHRIST died | 
far aur Sins 4.— How was this Goſpel preached to 
our Fathers in the Wilderneſs? By ſignificant Em- 
blems; eſpecially, by flaughtered Animals, and 
bleeding Victims. By which C.H RIST was al- 
moſt continually, though not ſo evidently as in theſe 
latter Times, ſet forth. crucified among them l. 
In this Senſe alone, thoſe carnal Vſages were wor- 
on the Wiſdom of © OD to een, and the Ma- 


N 
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jeſty of GOD to accept, —This gave them a pe- 
culiar Dignity and Importance; and ſet them far 
above all the ſimilar Obſervances, uſed in the Hea- 
then Worſhip. — They were alſo, when thus ex- 
| plained, thus improved, extremely profitable to Be- 
lievers; as they directed their Contemplation to the 
future Sufferings of a SAVIOUR, and ratified to their 
Faith the Benefits of his ever-operating Sacrifice. 
Which, We are aſſured by an infallible Voice, 
was effectual for the Redemption Nm 
under _ ff Covenant NC 


When I reflect on theſe Wards, I wonder how any 
One can aſſert, That. all the Jews died under the Curſe of 
= — under the Curſe of the Law ! Even 
the Apoſtle has warranted it for a Truth, That 
4096 theſe (meaning. Abraham, Sarah, Iſaac, Jacob, &c.) died 
in Faith. Heb. xi. 13 —Even though He has elſewhere 
laid it down as a Maxim, So then they which are of Faith, 
in whatever Period of Time they hve, or under 225 
ever Diſpenſation of Religion they worſhip, are 
with faith Bal Abraham. Gal. iii. 3” tg cough te 
Pſalmiſt, in one Place, affirms, B are they whoſe he | 
righteouſneſſe are forgiven, and whoſe Sin is covered. 
in way — eclares 9 Himſelf * = 
1 poraries; Ne 25 is from the 
5 Se far * hath He Jet thr Sine from Un, ſal. Tü. 1. 
Cui. 12. 

From theſe and many other Texts, I think, it is evi- 
dent, That the faithful Jews no more died under the 
Curie of the Law, than the faithful Chriſlians. The Deathof 
CHRIST procured the Pardon and Acceptance of Believers, 
ren before He came in the Fleſn. From the Beginni 

e had covenanted with the FATHER, as their ME- 

IATOR : and GOD, to whom all Things are preſent, 


hg certain A PIP RON . Hewas 


Ly 
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+ CLhersiSoYou apprebent, that, in thoſe Uſages, 
B1a&ied by{.the..antient Jeus, the Goſpel was em- 
Aematically preached; uk, Figur. 
exhibited, no d.. A, $a 471 
ln Moſt certainly, Theron. And faechis Cauſe, 
under the Law, almo/? all Things were , purged with 
Bled The Multplicity, the Variety, the Conſtan- 
c of: their. Sacrifices, were all deſigned to imprefs 
upon their Minds, and famaliarize to their Thoughts, 
this great evangelical Truth, Was any One over- 
ken by a Fault! He myſt preſent a Victim, and 
FPrieſt muſt ſlay it, by way of Treſpaſs-Offer- 
ing. To ſigniſy, that the Guilt which was con- 
ed, could be done away only by the atoning 
ath of CHRIST,—Had any One received a 
figpal Bleſſing? A Beaſt was flain by way of Peace- 
Offering 3- as. a public Expreſſion of Gratitude for 
the Mercy,. and alſo as an emphatical Declaration, 
that all Good. vouchſafed to fallen Man, is. ning 

to the REDEEMER's Ranſom. 

And not only by their ſolemn facrificial Ads, hut 
even. hy their ordinary Meals, this grand Leſſon was 
inculeated. They were forbidden to eat the Blood, 
in z order to awaken and preſerve. in their Conſciences, 
areverentialand fiducial Regard to the precious Blood of 
CHRIST. The HOLY GHOST, grips aReaſon 
for this ſacred Prohibition, ſays expreſl "Becauſe the Blood 
makethan. Atonement for Your LAY he Bel of Beaſts 
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cierefor . re, Bere, of 25 ar _—_ in point 
avin cacy, from the Foundation, 
tbe World: Though He laid down his Life in the 4 
of Tiberius, He war a rei REDEEME * in ka 
eb . 2. % Levit. ay. ki. 
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typically, the Blood of CHRIST 


me Dikguſt and boon apt $0 — 
Inſtitutions of ,the Old Teftament. "Ma ofa 
are mean, contemptible, and perfectly gupriſr. 9 
* theſe, I have ſaid within myſelf, he ordained 


„ a.GQD of infinite Wiſdom, and ,tranſcendept = 


* Glory? Can We reaſonably imagine, that a M. 
* date-ſhould be. iſſued from the Court ＋ 6-4 
* on. purpoſe to ; forbid. the Boiling, od in 
* Rag/fting +, of 2 particular Piece 2 


5. bout the-procife Manner. of killing 
* releaſing another 4 . Will He, a 
* Worſhip of the Heart, have ſuch an cp 

joy rn ny or to of dneicable 


« oo = rey henley 15 e 8 
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A. You. will pleaſe. to. remember, -that, when 

thoſe Ceremonies were ordained, it was the $, 

at leaſt che Jfnority of the Church. And 
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Reafon to admire the Condeſcenſim of the great 
CREATOR, in adapting his Revelation. to the 
State of his People; ſbeaking unto them, even as unto 
Babes . The Inſtitutions, at which You hint, were 
undoubtedly mean and trifling, if conſidered in them- 
ſelves. But, contemplate them in their Relation to 
| ever bleſſed MEDIATOR, ſome of whoſe 
Offices, Merits, or Sufferings, they ſhadowed forth; 
then they acquire a real ee, and 5 9 
oo nobleſt Inſtruction. | 

The Blood put upon the Tip. of the Bar, and 
Thumb of the Hand, denotes our perſonal Applica- 
tion of the Death of CHRIST. Without which 

All its Virtue, though boundleſs and inconceivable, 
will profit Us nothing. Thoſe particular Parts of 
the Body, may ſignify the perceptive and executive 
Faculties: in both which We offend,” and for both 
which We need the great Propitiation.—Of the two 
Birds You mention, one was to be Lilled, the other 
was to fly away, after it had been dipped in the Blood 
of its Fellow. Thus the LORD FESUS was 
- crucified for our Sins: and We, being waſhed in his 
Blood; being intergſted in the Atonement of our 
holy Victim, and elder Brother; are acquitted from 
Guilt, and gecpe Condemnation. — Concerning the 
Paſchal Lamb it was particularly injoined,” That the 
_ "Fleſh ould not be eaten raw, nor ſadden with Water, 
du roaſted with Fire; and of every Burnt-Offering, 
the Fat and the Inwards were delivered up to the de- 

Flame. All this was an Emblem, of chat 
tremendous Indignation, which is poured out like Fire; 
which 22 our —— A — N 
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wy Sinners; and which muſt have con» 
Famed utterly any MEDIATOR, who was les 
than infinite, or other than divine 

Had You beheld our renowned Newton wens 
up, with great Afiduity and Attention, his little 
watery Veſicles into the Air; You would, | 
have deſpiſed the venerable Philoſopher, and have 
thought him little better than a hoary Idiot. But 
when You was told, that, in every one of theſe vola- 
tile ſopy Bubbles, He diſcovered the beauteous C- 
hours of the Rain-bow ; and from this ſeemingly 
childiſh Experiment, He explained the Nature of bl 
wonderful Arch; You would then entertain a dif- 
ferent Notion, both of the Man and of his Employ. — 
So, when You diſcern the bleſſed 7E SU 
through theſe Windows, and flouriſhing through 200 
Lattices & of the Jetuiſb Oeconomy; You will, I hope, 
conceive a higher Opinion of them, and derive richer 
Advantage from them. 

Der. There are ſeveral Perſons, as well as ritual 
Obſervances, of a very ſingular Character, men- 
tioned in the Moſaic Law. The Leper, for Inſtance, 
the Nazarite, with others of the ſame antiquated and 
groteſque Stamp. Which ſeem, to me at leaſt, fo 

many unmeaning Narratives; that convey no man- 
ner of Edification to Readers in the preſent Age. 
I have frequently had an Inclination, and now I have 
ma proper Opportunity, to aſk your Opinion upon theſe 
oints. | 


Ab. Tthank You, Therm, for giving me the Hint. 
Wha You propoſe, is by no means oy to the 


4 


; * * * Cant ii. 9. he ceremonial Inflitutions of the 
ewih Law are, with as much Truth as called. 
Evangelium elementare & preliminare, 9 
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OY of our Diſccurſe.— Thoſe Perſons were truly 
remarkable; neither are the Circumſtances of their 
Caſe recorded in vain. They picture out, in di/mat and 
erf! N Colours, the Sinner and the SAVIOUR — 
55 know Ourſelves, and to know CHRIST, is true 
un; "i is indeed the Conſummation of all Know- 
ö . Here, We have. a Lecture of hieroglyphical | 
atruction, on both thole important Subjects. d 
Ihe Leper * was an Emblem of a Sinner —His : 
Dilesle extremely affid7ive to Himſelf, and intolerably I 

ne ie others, Sin likewiſe is the Jerg/. of all 
Mileries, to the Wretch who commits it; and moſt 1 
En to the G O D who forbids it— | 
| was ſecluded from the Benefits of 5 > 


* Te 
mult be for ever but out from the Kingdom of 
=" Mir cat leh ihe Dodloes ofthe 
The Cbiitagion was nee Jo Ades chat it 
= bu tainted the Clothes of the Diſeaſed, but 
Ipread itſelf over the Walls of his Houſe, and infected 
dhe Timber of the Beams. It was ſometimes / 2 
i and nveterate, chat it could not be Ropt, could 
We * by — the Garment, and 

demoliſhing the Building. not this 5 
clear, but « cen View, of original Rm — 
IN F 
culties 
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culties of the Soul, and all the Members of the Body, 
Nor will ever be intirely expelled, 'tilPDeath releaſes 
the former, and'configns the Hatter to the Duft. ts.) 
What could cure this terrible Diſtemper, even in 
its — State? Not all the Balm of kad; not all 

the Drugs on a thouſand Hills; nothing but the cm 
ftcrated Oil and ſecrificiat Blood, 1 
High-Prieft. And what can heal the Diſorders dur 
fallen Souls? So far heal them, as to purge away their 
Guilt, and fubdue the Prevalencè of their Tniquities # 
No Acts of Mortification, no Vigilance, nor any E 
forts of our own; nothing but the aroning Death, 
and ſan#ifying Spirit of the blefſed FE SU8, Tho 
F 
are abſohitely incorrigible by any other Expedient, 
But, bleſſed be divine Grace, this Remedy, provided 
CCC a bs 
rn is ſovereign and never fails, 
The Caſe of the Nazarites * was the very re 
of the State of the Lepert. — 2 
miah ſays, were purer than Snow, whiter 
than Mill; they were more ruddy in Bu ab fond 
their Poliſhing was of Sapphires . A faint Repreken- 
tation of the only begotten SON, who is thr f 
among ten thouſand; the Brightneſs of Hs Father's 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Fern; both} . 
G OD and Man in one facred, ; adorable 
SAVIOUR. ih doing the ime of kr Sera ü 
tion, abſtained from Wine; withdrew from ſecufar 
Buſineſs ; avoided every Kind of Pollution; and de- 
dicated themſelves, in an eſpecial Manner, to tis Ser- 
5 te 


+4. Lam. iv. 7. 
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ſanctiſied Himſelf, and devoted his Life and Labours, 


his Soul and Body, to the Glory of his Father, and 


the Redemption of his People. — The Nazarites, 
when they had diſcharged their Vow, and were cere- 
monially clean, yet were obliged to offer a Sin-Offer- 


ing, a Burnt-Offering, and a Peace-Offering. So, the 


great REDEEMER, though He had perfectly obeyed 
all the preceptive Parts of the divine Law, yet was 
required to offer up a Sacrifice—even the incomparably 


Precious Sacrifice of Himſelf—in order to rande 
Sas Work of our 23 


. 1 Have Vou a ſufficient Warrant, Aſpa/io, "ak 


this Strain of Interpretation? Is it ſound, is it rational, 
or conformable to any authentic Standard of ſcriptural 
Expoſition ? Methinks, it looks more like the Child 


of Fancy, than the Offspring of Judgment; more 


like the Sally of a ſportive Imagination, than the Re- 
ſult of a ſober Diſquiſition. 


Vou cannot be ignorant, how the ruling Paſſion 
tinctures the whole Conduct. Hence it is, I appre- 


hend, that your religious Inamoratoes find heavenly 
Beauties, where Scripture intended no more than na- 


tural Truths. Hence it is, that they turn plain Facts 


into profound Figures, and allegorize common Senſe 
into pious Abſurdity,—Have You never ſeen the 
ON of lome antient, and I may add, ſome 


* Rt modern 


1 GOD. - A Type of that glorious LA pou 
who'was ſeparated, for a Seaſon, from the Fruitions 
of Heaven: who was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, 
both in his Nature and all his Converſation : who. 


3 
* 8 
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modern Divines? The. Honeſty of their Deſigns ia 
tranſparent, and the Piety of their Liyes is unqueſtians., 
able; otherwiſe, We ſhould be tempted to ſuſpect. 


that they meant to n the e Wh, ; 


grace their Autor. 

Who can ever kak Himſelf, that the — 
wiſe GOD, would ſend Us to ſearch for a Body of 
Divinity, in a Bundle of Rods? Or ſet Us to ſpin all 
the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, from a few Fleeces of 
Wool, ring-/traked, ſpeckled, and grizled? Thus to 
expound the Scriptures, is, not to open them clearly, 
and apply them judiciouſly, but ras to whip chem 
into Froth *. 

Aßp. We have the Authority of our LORD Him- . 
fol Who has informed Us— That the brazen Ser- 
pent lifted up in the Wilderneſs +, was figurative of 
his own Suſpenſion and Death on the Croſs.— That 
the Temple, built on Mount Sion, was typical of his 
immaculate Body, in which dwelt all the Fulneſs of 
the GODHEAD f. That the Prophet Jonah, lodged 
in the Belly of the Whale, and diſcharged from that 
ſtrange Confinement, on the third Day; was an 
Emblem'of his own deſcending into the Grave, and 
my again before his Fleſh ſaw Corruption. 

We have alſo the Teſtimony and the Practice of 
the chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, for our Warrant. He 
aſſures Us, That the Rock ſmitten by Moſes, had a 
n e af w_ was wounded for 

6 01 N ex our 


wg) * Luther uſed to call ſuch far- fetched and unnatural | 


Allegories, Spumam Scripture. 
+ John iii. 14, 1 John ii, 9 21. Col. ii. 9. 
Matt. xii. 39, 40. | 15 1 Cor. x. 4. 


- 
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aur Sins, and i the Foundation of our Hopes. That 


. — which, flow, from a erucified 
the. Dikipls of 


| mn Pilgrimage 
- thie great Teacher of the Gentiles be our 


rr 


With a „ richer far than its coſtly Mate- 
nals, and curious Workmanſhip. Its Silk and Em- 
broidery exhibit, to the Eye of Faith, the pure and 
ſpotleſs Fleſh of CHRIST®. As, by rending the 
material Veil, the Holy of Holies became vifible and 
cri; bo, bene the Body, and ſpilling the 
Blood of CHRIST, the GOD of Heaven was 


manifo/led, and the Way to Heayen opened, 


Every Reader muſt admire thoſe divided Waves ;. 
which, itiſtead of overwhelming the Hraelites with a 


refifileG Deluge, ſtood like a Wall of Defence on their 
| Right-hand, and on their left, as they marched through 
the Depths of the Sea.—Eyery Reader. muſt admire 
that wonderful Clond, which hung like a wide extend- 
ed "Canopy over the Hoſts of 1/rael; and ſcreened 
them from the Sun-beams, as they paſſed 
through the ſultry Deſart.—Our Admiration muſt be 
| heightened, when We find that, which was a-Cloud 
by Day, becoming a Pillar of Fire by Night; and 
Muminsting their Camp with the maſt amazing- as, 
well as the moſt chearing Splendor. — But St. Paul 
eee 


2 wg * » Heb. = 20, 


the Fforeve, Albin n che Scroke, were Gignificative of 
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unparalleled Events. The People, He ſays, uu d. 
bel unts Moſes, in ibo Cloud and in ub bn. That 
ſymbolically repreſented, The Baptiſm of Watar 7 

of Hire; or the Application of CHRIST Blood 1 
our Souls, and the Efficacy of his SPIRIT one 
Hearts. In the former of which, conſiſts our Juſtifi- 


cation; r Try proceeds our Saties 


F feat; Yu wil think my Diſcourſe, bmewbat 
like” che Journey juſt now mentioned; but I muſt 
not wholly omit the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. Which, 


of all others, is the moſt unexceptionable Vindication, 


as well as the faulth/s Modal, of allegorical Expoſi- 


tion.—It is delightful to obſerve, what Propriety of 


Addreſs, the inſpired Writer uſes. He ſpeaks to the 


Fews, in their own Way; alludes to their own Ulages, 
Ordinances, and Ceremonies : proves them to be 


Types of, and Guides to, a mote clear, a more 


and in ai reſpects x more excellent 4 Oe 


718585 2 82 75 1 76a tz 
e al Oblations, and indeed the whols 
Kev ofthe Ju oy; on ang and | 

of heaven — * ＋ Ar TESUS, and 


evangelic Worth, and ritual Bleſſin | 
Twroluyua, the Pattern : ſomewhat like the Strokes, 
ciled out upon a Piece of fine ' Linen ; which 


You with the Figure of Sprigs, of Leaves, and o — 


ers ; but have not yet received their f Co 
— curious — And pews Inrichments, 
Labours b eedle.— Dua, ſhadowy 

tio: Which gives You ſome dim and imperfect e 88 

the Body; but not the fine Features, not the diſti 
ing Air, none of thoſe living Graces, which adorn the 
real Perſon et, both the Pattern and the Shadow lead 
© XIV our 
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More particularly He diſplays the tranſcendent Superi- 
ority of CHR $T and his Gifts, even to thoſePer- 
fons and Privileges, which they held in the high 
Efteem. Theſe, like the Morning Star, were intro- 
_ to, yet totally eclipſed by the riſing Sun. 
They had exalted Apprehenſions of the Angelic Ex- 
eellencies. The Apoſtle therefore celebrates the R E- 
DEEMER, as the LORD whom Angels obey, 
as the GOD whom Angels adore. — They always 
reckoned Maſes to be the fir fi Favourite of Heaven, 
andchief among the Children of Men. He lets them 
know, that Mofes, with all his extraordinary Endow- 
ments,. was but a Servant in the Houſe of FESUS, 
It was his greateſt Honour, to be the Harbinger of 
this Prince of Peace. — As the Prieſthood and Sacri- 
fices were ſome of their diſtinguiſhing Privileges ; He 
ſhews the Pre-eminence of CHRISLs Office to all 
the Haronic Orders. He demonſtrates the extenſive 
and everlaſting Efficacy of his one Atonement, in 
preference to the whole Series of the Levitical Obla- 
tions. 

Ther. Thus interpreted, I muſt Sandee the 
Book of Levitical Ceremonies is ſignificant and edifying, 
Whereas, abſtracted from this cvangelical Improve- 
ment, nothing can be more empty and jejuns. I once 
thought, that, to peruſe thoſe obſolete Canons, was 
like fitting down to an Entertainment of dry Bones. 
But, if ſuch be their Import, they may yield waer 
and he 45 to the attentive Mind. 5 | 

N | Duc 


our! Minds t to benz * Sa themſelves. The Pat- 
tern, to that which completes it ; 5 the Shadow, to that 8 
which ce NM. 1 


1 
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5 Care, however, ſhould be taken, not to ſup⸗ 
poſe a Type, where there is no apparent Found 
of Analogy i in the Thing itſelf; or no Hint of this 
Nature given Us by the unerring 8 PIRIT. Left; 
inſtead of being guided by Truth, We are bewildered 
by Fancy,—And, when either or both theſe Handles 
:. preſent themſelves, I think, We ſhould beware of 
ſtraining the Subject, beyond the Bounds of a Tuff 

and reaſonable Campatifon, Left, inſtead of ol’. 
ing the Clue, We ſtretch it till it breaks, —If the firſt 
Caution 'is not obſerved, the Senſe of Scripture will 
lie ſo deep, or be removed to ſuch a Diſtance ; that 
none but Perſons of the moſt acute Diſcernment or 
find it, or none but Perſons of the moſt excurfiue Ima- 
gination can reach it. If the ſecond is not regarded, 
the Meaning of thoſe divine Volumes will become ſo 
vague and volatile, that there will hardly remain any 
Poffibility of aſcertaining or fixing it. 

Aſp. As to the Expedience and Neceflity of theſe 
cautionary Limitations, I have the Pleaſure of agree- 
ing intirely with my Friend .—Let our Fancy /ſubmit 
to the Reins of Judgment, otherwiſe her Excurſions 
will be wild and /awleſs. Let our Zeal borrow the 
Eyes of Diſcretion, otherwiſe her Efforts will be Mind 
and extravagant. And let all, thus tempered, thus 
regulated, be under the Influence of enlightening 
Grace. Then, to ſpiritualize the antient Scriptures, 
will be to convert the Stones of the Sanctuary into 


the Jewels of a Crown; and to fetch, not Mair 


only, but Milt and Fwy, from the flinty Rock. 
Then, how pleaſing muſt it be, as well as inffruc- 
tive, to diſcover the bleſſed JESUS, in all the In- 


Mitutions of the Moſaic Law To fee his Incarna- - | 


tion 
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r Tabernacles . When 
the Hrutliten were to relinquiſh their Houſes, and 
lodge in Booths. Even as the Son of GOD left 
the Boſom of his Father, and the Seats of Bliſs, to 
inhabit a Cottage. of Clay, and ſojourn in a Vale of 
Tears, To ſee our ſpotleſs and divine Victim, typi- 
eally ſlain at the joyful Solemnity of the Paſſover, and 
the anniverſary Faſt of Expiation.—To ſee his Death, 
that ineſtimable Ranſom for our Souls, preſented to 
our Faith, in every Morning and Evening Sacrifice F * 
his Interceſſion, that prevailing Recommendation of 
our Prayers, moſt ſweetly expreſſed by the rich Tu- 
cenſe, which attended the facred Rite. To ſee the 
various Methods of Purification ; ſome pointing at the 
Fountain *, opened for Sin and for ſncleanneb in 
our REDEEMER's bleeding Heart; others referrin 
to thoſe ſanctifying Operations of the SPIRIT, ah 
Act as a Refiner's Fire ||, or as Fuller's Sope.— To fee, 
in the City of Refuge F, that perfect Security, which 
CHRIS T's meritorious Sufferings in our Stead, 
afford to every penitent and believing Sinner. « 
"If it was fo very affecting and fo very 
to Fineas, when He beheld the Story of the Trajan 
Heroes, pictured upon the Walls of the Carthaginian | 
Temple I; what Satisfaction and Joy muſt ariſe in 
the Chriſtian's Breaſt, when He perceives the amiable 
Lineaments of his everlaſting Friend, pourtrayed in all 
the Peculiarities of the Ferwi/h Worthip, and in ms 4 
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y endear the Bible eo his Affe · 


— This fpreads Life and OHH: hte 
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perceptibly has the Time ſtole away !—Theſe Gar- 


den-Gates I always uſed to approach with a particular.. 
Complacency. They ſeemed to afford me a welcome 


Retreat from the Impertinence and Vanity of the 
World. Now, methinks, I enter them with Reluc- 


tance, Becauſe, they are likely to put a Period to 
this agreeable Converſation.— However, as my Aſpaſio 


enters with me, I am reconciled, I am fatisfed. It 
will be in his Power to reſtore the Pleaſure, that muſt 


now be interrupted. And this is what I ſhalkere long 


requeſt ; - becauſe I.have not ſpoke my whole Mind 


upon the preſent Subject. 


Ap. Whenever You think proper, Theron. This 


is, to me, a favourite Subject: and not to me only; 
but to incomparably better Judges. The Man, who. 
had been caught up into the third Heavens, and ſeen 


the Viſions of GOP, determined to know nothing 


but JESUS CHRIST and Him crucified %—At the 


grandefi Aſſembly, that ever was convened on Earth, 4 


this furniſhed the principal, if not the only Topic of 
Converſation.— And in that World, where the Voice 


of Joy and Thankſgiving is perpetually heard, this, 
conftitutes the Buren of the Song; Then way? ſuin, 


and hoſt ralemed L. to GOD by thy Bladd +. 
Cor. ü. 2. / Rev. v. 9. 


1 


N „ . How ſoon is this 4 fniſhed ' How e 
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MUST now deſire my Aſpaſio to inform 
me, I bat that grand Aſſembly was, 
AF (which He mentioned in the Cloſe. of 
our laſt Diſcourſe), and tobere con- 
% P00 1 ORE: 
F AD. Can't you. gueſs, Theron 2 — Was it in the 
Plains of Theſſaly, when - Xerxes drew together the 
Forces of more than half the known World, and ap- 
peared at the Head of all the Potentates of the Eaſt : 
Was it in the Roman Forum; when the Senators 
were aſſembled in their Robes, and the Barbarians 
took them for a Synod. of Gods? No; it was on 
the Mount of Transiguration. Where the Son of the 
true GOD, the LORD of eternal Glory, ſhone 
forth in ſome of his. cele/t:al and native Splendor ; 
| with Garments white as the Snow *, and a Caunte- 
EY 12092 naance 


* Mark ix. 3. The Evangelift's Deſcription is, like the. 
Scene, remarkably bright; and the Gradation of his 
Images, is a/met as worthy of Obſervation, as the * | 

WY by | | | | rable 
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nance bright as the Sun. Where he . wi 
two of his mo/? diſtinguiſbed Saints, Juſt come down 
from the Regions of Bliſs and Immortality: with 
Moſes. the great Deliverer, of the Law, and with 
Elijah the —— Reſtorer of its Honours. Where 
he was attended by three of his principal Ambaſſadors; 
who were to be the Reformers of Mankind, and. the 
Lights of the World. 

This, I think, is the moſt venerable and auguſt 
Aſſembly, that the Annals of Hiſtory have recorded. 
—And what was the | Topic of Converſation, _. a> 
mongſt theſe illuſtrious Perſonages Not the Affairs 
of State, nor the Revolutions of Empire; not the 
curious Refinements. of Literature, nor the wonder- 
ful Diſcoveries of Philoſophy ; but the ignominions. and 
Bloody Exit *, which the divine ZE $US was ſoon 
to make at Feruſalem,—This Circumſtance,” * 
thinks, ſhould recommend the Subject to our ffe- 
quent Digourl: ; ; even though it was leſs nns, 
for intrinſic N and comſortable Import. | 


Talking 


ds Fa. — The Garments were e ng 
White —white ax the Snow—whiter than an 
Earth could make 9 1 4 all the Works of re, 
Nas f the firſt pa fi Productions 2 Nature. 
e Luſtre, that it  g/iftered («ywrro 
5 rr) e th e Lightening, and even Arbe ihe 
ight 
Does not this very delicately, yet very [ſtrongly 
intimate, That the Sufferings and Death of CHRIST, 


were the principal End of the. Maſaic Inſtitutions, and 


the principal SubjeRt of the Prophetic Teachings ? For, 
is. it not natural to ſuppoſe, that Moſes and Eljah inten- 
- ded, hen miniſtering on Earth, that very Thing, which 


their Converſation. dwelt upon, when th n 
from even? 1 * 
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bs Talking Al «= FLY the Park: 


Which, the Moment You: 3 1 Fills the View with 


its bold, inilarged; and magnificent Sweep. —lt was 


 Uiverſified with level and riſing Ground. Here, 


Teooped into mimic Amphitheatres ; with the Deer 


nn & Wong Horn 


There, raiſed into gentle Hil- 


. be of which were ae -with 2 large, 


ſpreading, ſolitary Oak; others were tufted with a 
Chifter of tapering and verdant Elms, Two or 


three Caſcades, gleaming from-afar, as they poured 


the graſſy Slope, gave a Pei Variation 


to the Proſpect: While they ſtartled the timorous 


unexperienced Fawns, with their foaming Current, 
kev watery Roar. Grandeur and Simplicity ſeemed 
to be the Genius of the Place. Every thing 


| c 


Majeſty. 


- Tn the Center of all, roſe a curious romantic 
Aoumt.—Its Form was exactly round ; ſomewhat 
like: a Sugar-loaf, lopt off a little below the. Point. 


Not [co-cval with:Nature, but the Work of -hu- 


man Induſtry. Thrown up, tis ſuppoſed, in thoſe 
Perilous "Times, when Britain was alarmed * 5 fo- 
reign Tnvaſions, or bled with inteſtine Wounds. 
It was covered, all around, with :Eldar-ſhrubs ; 
Whoſe Ranks, gradually riſing, and ſpreading Shade 
l above Shade, compoſed a kind of woody - Theatre. : 
Through which were ſtruck two or three ſpiral M alis; 


leading, by a gentle Aſcent, and under embower⸗ 


ing Verdure, to the Summit.—At proper Intervals, : 


Diao tv, "ts 


erg 3 with A 
admit x Proſpect of 
theſe leafy Boxes, You 2 at every — 
the Day, either the Suri or the Shade. — All along 
the winding Avenues, and all around the beauteous 
Reſts, we Daffedils, Primroſes, and Violets; which, 
mingling with Hyacinths and Coulips, compoſed * 
a charming Piece of natural Moſaic, © __ 

How agreeable, as they climb the circling Path, 
to reflect on the happy Change, that has now taken 
Place Where fteely Helmets gleamed, or brazen 
Shields claſhed, the Goldfinches twitter their Loves, 
and diſplay their painted Plumes. The Dens af 
Rapine, or the horrid Haunts of Bloodſhed, are 
become the Retreats of calm Contemplation, and 
friendly Converſe.—In yonder lower Spaces, where 
the armed Troops were wont to. patrol ; from 
whence they made Excurſions, to ravage the Vil- 
lages, or terrify the Swains ; the Fallau- Deer trip 
"lightly, or the full-headed Stags ſtand at Bax. 
From a ſmall Eminence, but at a conſiderable 
Diſtance, guſhed a couple of Springs. Which, 
. rambling through a Grove, loſt one another in the 
ſhady Labyrinth. Emerging, at length, from the 
Gloom, they approached nearer and nearer, and 
fell into ee at the Foot of this Hill. They 
rolled, in amicable Conjunction, along the pebbly 
Channel, that encircles its Baſis; and added their 
ſaber Melody to the ſprightly Warbling of the Birds, 
Flowing off in one common Stream, they formed 
the ſine Pieces of Water, which beautified the Park. 
From thence, they ſtole into the Meadow, and wi- 
Vol. I. 1 dened 
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dened into a River. There, enamoured as it were 


A 
L 


with each other, they glide by wealthy Towns, and 
fweep through flowery Vales; regardleſs of the 


_ * Glooming Toys, that deck the one, and of the molſy 
Crowds, that throng the other. 


So, ſaid Aſpafio, may Theron and his Selina, pleaſ- 


ing and pleaſed with each other, paſs, through the 


buſy and the amuſing Scenes of Life; neither cap- 
tivated by the one, nor anxious for the other. With 
ſuch harmonious Agreement, and indiſſoluble Uni- 


on, may they purſue the Courſe, marked out by 
Providence; their Happineſs increaſng, and their 


Uſefulneſs inlarging, as they draw nearer the Ocean 


of all Good. Then; parted by a gentle Stroke of 


Fate, like the Waters of ſome ample Stream ſevered 
by the Piers of an intervening Bridge, may they 
ſpeedily reunite / Reunite in conſummate Bliſs, and 
Never be ſeparated more | 


/ 


Ther. I thank You, Aſpaſio, for your affeQionate 
Compliment. Nor can I wiſh You, by way of 
Return, a greater Recompence, than the continual 
Exerciſe of ſuch a benevolent Temper. For, to exer- 
ciſe Benevolence, is to enjoy the moſt refined and 
exalted Pleaſure ; ſuch as makes the neareſt Ap- 
proaches to the Felicity of the eternal Mind; who, 
as. the Scripture moſt beautifully _; has Pleaſure 
in the Profperity of his Servants. 

But while We are ſeated on this Mount, our 
Situation reminds Us of (what You juſt now men- 
tioned) the grand Conference relating to the Death 
of CHRIST :—A Buſineſs, which you have indeed 


ac- 
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accounted for; but in a Manner, that may be thought 
not the me/? honourable to the divine Attributes. 

Aſp. T have repreſented it, as a Ranſom for. our 
Souls, and a Sacrifice for our Sins. If You diſapprove ' 
my Account, be pleaſed to favour me with your 
own. For what Purpoſe, according to your n 
did that ever bleſſed Perſon die? 
Ther. To confirm the Truth of his Doctrine, ad 
leave Us a Pattern of the moſt perfect Reſignation. _ 
Aſp. Theſe are truly noble Ends; yo theſe, 
though noble, were not the only, were not the 
principal Deſigns of that great Eyent. For, upan 
ſuch a Suppoſition, where is the Difference between 
the Death of CHRIST, and the Death of the 
Martyrs ? They confirmed the Truth of the Göpel, 
In their Sufferings was Goodneſs and Obedience; the 
ſame in Quality, though not in Degree. Upon 
ſuch a Suppoſition, what Benefit could the antient 
Patriarchs receive from the REDEEMER ? Since 
None could be improved by the Example of his Pa- 
tience, or the Pattern of his Obedience, till they 
were actuallj exhibited Or how could CH R IST 
be ſtiled, The Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the 
Ivurld * ? The Advantages of whoſe Death, com- 
menced from the very Beginning, as they \ will be 
prolonged even to the End of Time. 
Not to depend on conſequential Arguments, let 
Us hear the expreſs Declaration of our divine Ma- 
ſter Himſelf: This is my Blood, which is ſhed 
what? To give Credibility to my Goſpel, or yield 
an Example of intire n — 2 the 
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Run of Sins *. Will any One attempt to make, 
The Remiſſion of Sins, and the Propoſal of a Pat» 
tern, or the Ratification of a Doctrine, /ynonimaus 
Terms? They, who can torture and tranſmute the 
genuine Senſe of Words, at this extraordinary rate, 


may metamorphoſe wy nn into any Mean- 


| 5 then We W one our LORD Death, 
in its due Amplitude; We muſt conſider it, both as: 
4 Pattern of Piety, and as a Ranſom for Sinners. 
We muſt neither ſeparate nor confound theſe very 
diſtinct, yet very conſiſtent Effects. .... ... 

Ther. Is it not inconſiſtent with the acknowledged 
Principles of Juſtice, - That the Innocent ſhould be pu- 
An inſtead of the Offender ? # 

. Aſp. If the innocent Perſon has an abſolute Power 
over his own Life ; willingly ſubſtitutes -it -in the 
Place of the Guilty; and, by his. vicarious Suffer- 
dings, fully anſwers all the Purpoſes of a righteous 
"Government ;—lIn- this Caſe, which was the Caſe 
with our LORD, I ſee not the leaſt Repugnancy 
to the Rules of Juſtice.  - 

The Bible, that authentic Tranſcript of the Coun- 
Nw {els of Heaven, avows ; and, by avowing, vindi- 
| cates the Practice. The LORD hath laid on Him the 
Ay of Us Ei made all our Crimes to fall 
5 * 5 1 E upon 
_- Matt. 1 28. I; | | | 

1. Hai. Liii. 6 e made ts meet,” 3 

dan hoſtile, vindictive Manner; with a Deſig ks 


== or infli& Death; as an armed Man falls 
* or a heres Lion on the helpleſs 


6 the 
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upon the unblameable RE D E E ME R, and take that 
Vengeance of Him, which was due to Us.— He ſuf- 


| fered, ſays the Apoſtle, the Juſt for the Uma 3 


that, by expiating our Guilt,: He might bring Us to 


O Dnow, to his gracious F avour— hereafter, 


to his blisful Preſence, | , 4 Wb 
You will permit me to add a Paſſage, from our 
common Favourite Milton. Becauſe, it is no Jeſs 


I could not obſerve, without Surpriſe and Sortow, 
the late Attempt of a learned Writer, to interpret away 
the Force and Spirit of this Text. He ſays, © the 
« Word We tranſlate hath laid, is the ſame that We 
t render meet, Exod. xxiii. 4. 1f Thou meet thine Enemies 
Ox or Aſc going aftray, thou ſhalt ſurely. bring them back to 
« Him again. And the Meaning is, By Him the LORD 


« hath cauſed to meet, and flop the Iniquities of Us all, 


« wherein we have wandered from Him.” W 
Not to inquire, whether the Language be conſonant 
to Grammar; I ſhall only examine, whether the 8 


is ſuitable to Scripture. According to this Gentleman a 


Idea, the Prophet's Doctrine is as follows ; Our Sins 
« were running away, like a ſtray Sheep, or like a wan- 


* dering Ox. But they were met by CHRIST ;. who 


« sraciouſly turned them back, and reſtored them to 
« their rightful Owner.” — To avoid this glaring Impro- 
priety, our Author has added a kind of Salvo; “ to turn 
& Us; back to Himſelf, who is the Shepherd of Soals,” 


But this is to depart from the Prophet's Subject; who 
is ſpeaking not of Us, but of our Gniquities.. This is to 


depart from the Tenour of his own Explication : If He 
eres to the Clue, which He borrows from the Book 
of Exodus, what I have repreſented, is the unavoida- 


dle Conſequence. VAL „ een "60h 
Seel to what wretched Shifts, diſhonourable to the 
Word of GOD, and even'to the Art of Criticiſm, They 


muſt have recourſe ! Who refuſe to acknowledge, the 


reel Subffitutim of CHRIST in our Stead, and the 


Pet. iü. 18. | | 


Ry 
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beautiful in itſelf; than it is pertinent to the Occaſion. 
—Meffieh, pleading in behalf of fallen Men, thus 
addrefles his Almighty FATHER; | 


— Man, dead in Sins and bft, = - 
* Atonement for his Himſelf, or Offering meet 
-  (dndebted and undone ! ) hath none to bring. 
Behold me then! Me for Him ! Life for Life 
'T offer. On me let thine Anger fall. 
Account me Man : I for his Sake will leave 
Dy Baſam, and this Glory next to Thee 
_ Freely put F; and for Him laſtly die 
45 2 on me let Death wreak all his Rage * 


Ther. The fine Imagination of a Poet, will hardly 
paſs for a deciſive Argument. When we are ſearch- 
ing after Truth, We muſt attend to the Diates of 
Reaſom, not follow the Vagaries of Fancy. And Rea- 
_ fan, Aſpaſo, remonſtrates againſt your Notion of a 
vicarious Sacrifice. "Reaſon ! that primary Guide, 
and final Teſt, both in diſcovering and l 

Senſe of Scripture. | 

Ah Suppoſe You then, my dear Theron, that 
None are in Poſſeſſion of Reaſon, but the Pupils o 
Socinus, and the Zealots for Deiſm.? Or, that Nike 
. make uſe of Reaſon, in their religious Inquiries, but 

Men of this Mould ?. 4 
Heng, not the Chriſtian, think not Reaſon yours ; ; 
n Reaſon our great Maſter holds ſo dear ; 
* Tis Reaſon's injur'd Rights his W/ rath reſents ; 
is Reaſon's Voice obey'd bis Glories crown. 
2 Thraugh h as alone thy ROD can die iz, 


8 e A- 7 Poets, 


4% 127 * 3637 C 


— 


hy » Milton, B. III. *  #Nigh-Thoght, No IV. 
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Poets, You ſee, are far from diſclaiming Reaſon. . 
Equally far is Chriſtianity from diſcarding the ſo- 
ber, the ſanttified Uſe of this noble Faculty. When 
Reaſon, is under the Influence and Direction of the 
divine SPIRIT, We have the ſame high Opinion of 
Excellence, as You. And, when thus regulated, 
We have, I am perſuaded, the Sanction of her Au- 


thority, for all our Sentiments. 


Reaſon, as She operated in the Sages of the Hea- 
then World, inſtead of rejecting, approved and adopted 
this very Scheme. Approved it, even under the Diſ- 
advantage. of a mutilated, disfigured, and extremely. 
impaired Form. The current Language of the Claſ- 
ſic Authors, and almoſt every Hiſtorian of Greece 
and Rome, are Vouchers for the Truth of this Ob- 
ſervation *.—As the Gentiles were unanimous. in the 
Cuſtom of offering Sacrifices, and equally unani- 
mous. in ſuppoſing their vicarious Nature, ſo alſo. are 
the Jetuiſh Writers. | 

Ther, What Man of Senſe, pays any Regard: to 
the Jetuiſb Writers? Legendary they are, and extra- 
vagant to the laſt Degree. Dotards 2 


rather than Writers. 


Ap. They are, I believe, extravagant enough in 
their Comments upon Scripture. But they relate, 
with ſufficient Exactneſs and Fidelity, the prevailing 
Belief of their Nation. In this Caſe, their Teſti- 
mony- is as unexceptionable; as in the other, their 
Notions are chimerical.— Now, had it been a miſ- 
taken Belief, ſurely our bleſſed LORD, that infal- 


3 eee 


d the Note, in Dialogue III. pag. 76, 77- 


* 
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fied his Difapprobation of it. Surely his Dann 
who were actuated by the znerring- and undaunted 
Spirit of their 1 would have entered their Pro- 
teſt againſt it. Surely St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to 
that very People, and in his "Treatiſe. on that very 
Subject, would have ſet Himſelf to ref ſuch an Er- 
ror; and have weeded out the Tares; before He ſow- | 
ed the good Seed. But there is not the leaſt Hint of 
this Kind, in all the Diſcourſes of our F 
on an che W ritngs of his Apoſties. e 
They ſpeak to a People, who were oed to 


look upon their Sacrifices, as piacular Oblations *, 


and a typical Expiation of Guilt. They ſpeak of our 


NEDEEMER's Crucifixion, and the Benefits of his 


Death, in the ſacrificial Terms, that were of current 
Uſe,” and e/tabliſhed Signification. If therefore the po- 
pular Opinion was improper, their Manner of Ex- 
preſſion and Addreſs, muſt be calculated rather to 
authenticate Error, than to propagate Truth. —80 
that, I think, even the Silence of the inſpired Pen- 
men on this Occaſion, is but little inferior to -a lond 
Atteſtation. Did they only ſay nothing again the 
Doctrine of Satisfaction by Sacrifice, it would, in 
affect, and Circumſtances conſidered, be ſaying A- 
bundance for it. — But they are very copious 1 ex- 
* upon the Point. 

Wer. Where are they ſo copious ? If You have 
ſuch a Heap of their Allegations, it will be eaſy to 
Pick out a few, and give Us a Specimen. pra 

Af. It is as eaſy, Theron, as it 1s Aid 
5 — 287 = 


n. k 1 g 


, 1 think, 3s ice On 
* r Bee etably pow by, 1 
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nt for Himſelf *.—PFor whom then, and for What? 
Iſaab informs Us concerning both: Fur ib 7 ranſs 1; 
greſſion ef my People was He ſtricten f. — Becauſt, 
this is an Article of the laſt Importance, it is repeat- 
ed, it is confirmed, it is explained, with the moſt 
remarkable Particularity : He was wounded for o 
Tranſyrefſioms ; He was bruiſed for our Tniquities; the ' 
Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon Him, and with his 
Stripes Me are healed $,—Our LORD himſelf aſſerts 
the fame Truth in the very fame Style; Tam the good 
Shepherd,” and lay down my Life for the Sheep. = St. 
Paul, in a Multitude of Paſſages, ſet his Seal to this 
momentous Doctrine.— St. Peter maintains it, in very 
forcible Words; I bo his own wr bare our Sens i in yy 
own” Body on the Tree d. 

The ſacred Writers not oy aſſert this eighha Ar- 
ticle, but uſe every Diverſity of Speech, in order to 
give it the full Evidence, and the ffrongeſt Eſta- 
bliſhment. He made Reconciliation for. the Sins of 
the People u. JESUS CHRIST the Righteous 
7s the Propitiation for our Sins 44. He loved Us, and' 
waſhed Is from our Sins in his own Blood tt. He was 
made Sin for Us, though He knew no Sin Il. 

- Ther, No body makes any Objection to theſe 
Texts. But the Senſe, the true Senſe OO 
is "Ge TIE in Queſtion, | 


©* Dan. ix. 26. "+ Thai, lil, 8, m Tai. mn. g. 
John x. ug. © 
1 Pet. ii. 24. Very forcible Werds ina 


euuToG— aur — u Tv 0wpars avrs—He bare H 
bare —our Sins —in his own Body. Particularly inten 4 


* One would i imagine, to make the Article of our -LORD's 


- vicarious Sufferings, clear ond all Miſapprehenhon, 
and ſure beyond all Doubt. * 


Feb. ii. 17. "++ John f. 2. 
It Rev. i. 5. Il 2 Cor. 4 
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Ap. What You call The Quęſlion, to me appears 


5 ſo plain, as not to want a Deciſion, or Ant of 6 


Doubt. 
5 ſince You ſeem to 8 a critical e 
un, it will not be thought pedantic, if I make an 


Obſervation or two upon the original Languages. 
Die Chaſtiſament of our Peace, /m dw The Puniſh- 

ment neceſſary to obtain our Peace, was inflited upon 
Him. The Prophet conſiders GOD, under the Charac- 


ter of a righteous Judge, inſiſting upon Satisfaction to 
his violated Law. Which being thoroughly made, 
his Juſtice acquieſces ; He has no farther Demand; 
but is reconciled to the Offender. Thus Peace is 
wade by the Blood of the Croſs &. 

He gave Himſelf arriduteov ume os A Ranſom for 
All. If this does not imply the Notion of wicarious, 
I very much queſtion, whether Language itſelf can 


| expreſs it. — Avrgov, is a Ranſom; which conveys a 


vicarious Senſe, in its moſt common and authorized 
Acceptation. — Avri, which is equivalent to inſtead, 
ſill more fully aſcertains and ſtrengthens the Idea. 
Leg, which is tranſlated for, and denotes a Subſtitu- 
tion of One in the Place of Another 4; this added 
to all, renders the Expreſſion as determinate and 
— rig ſor the . as Words can — 


e I argue from a more obvious Topic, kh 


has no ſuch Dependence on the preciſe Significancy 


of the "Original? ? — . tage the Mubelr He 
| ſpeaks | 

* 20. ov Wo. I il. 6. | 
> IE unte Nga, 55 2 Yau; ac CHRIST þ ead. 


Cor. v. aba urig q d damon 61, in thy Oh He 
56a have ks unto me. n . 13. As 1 was 
| en 
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| ſpeaks with Vehemence, as of an Affair that is e 


weighty; He ſpeaks with Confidence, as of a Ft 


that is very certain: He hath borne our Grieſi, and 
carried our Sorrows *. What can this mean, but He 
hath taken upon Himſelf that Affliction, and the 
Miſeries, which properly belonged to Us! — Let us 
read on, and this Meaning will preſent itſelf, in the 
cleareſt View. Mie did efteem Him ſtricken, ſmitten. of; 
GOD, and affiifted: We took Him for. a real 
MalefaQtor, and thought that He was puniſhed. for, 
his own Miſconduct. In oppoſition. to which inju- 
rious and falſe Surmiſe, it is added; But He was 
wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, He was bruiſed for aur 
Iniguities. — May I not here borrow the Prophet's 
Language, and ſay with an Air of Certainty ? Sare- 
h, cis is the plaineſt Proof in the World, that out 
Sins were the meritorious Cauſe of C HRITL SHH 
Sufferings. And if our Sins were the meritoxious 


conſidering the Force of this Argument, a certain four: 
looking gloomy Perſon came in my way ; and defired, 
I would introduce Him to Theron and Appaſio, as an Rvi- 
dence for fixing the Signification of the Prepoſition wry, 
when ſpoken of the Death of CHRIS T.—I muſt cone, 

I did not like his Appearance, at the firſt ſight; and do 
not know, that any has made uſe of Him, on this 

Occaſion, But St. John ſtood by, and ſaid; © Introduce 
„Him. He prophecies in this Inſtance.” —Perhaps,'the 
Reader is at a loſs to gueſs, hom I mean. To keep Him 
no longer in Suſpence, I mean Caiapbas the High-Prieſt.— 
He bears the following Teſtimony; IT is ExPEDIENT 
rox Us, THAT one Man pits FOR THe PEOPLE, 


AD 


* 


See John xi. 50. 


l cannot but k ink, He muſt die LN; - K 
; Lai. lin. 4. 
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| * Cauſe of his Sufferings, our Guilt muſt be charged 
| yoo Him, and puniſhed in Him. 

The Apoſtle affirms, That CHRIST has deli. 
gered Us from the Curſe of the Law *. How? By 
taking our Place, and enduring what We deſerved. 
Or, as He Himſelf ſpeaks, to the ſame Effect, but 
in a much more emphatical Manner, by being made a 
Curſe for Us. Does not this evidently denote both à 
Commutation of Perſons, and a Tranſlation of Pu- 
niſhment.? He ſuffered, who was innocent; not Ve, 
who are guilty.— He alſo ſuffered that very Sentence, 
which the Law denounced on Us. For, it is writ- 
ten, Curſed is every One that continueth not in all 
Things + ; to this We were obnoxious. It is written 
again, Curſed is every One that hangeth on a Tree t ; 
to this CHRIST ſubmitted. And if CHRFST 
endured that very Curſe, which We deſerved: if, by 
this means, He delivered Us from all Malediction: 25 
either this muſt be ſuffering in our Stead || or elſe 
Nothing can be called b that Name. 

2 . 
„Gal. iii. 135 I Deut. xxvii. 26. + Gal. iii, 13. 
This, ſays Dr. South, in his ſmart Manner, is 
« poke ſo plain and loud by the univerſal Voice of the 
% whole Book of GOP, that Scripture muſt be crucified 
*-as well as CHRIST, to give any other tolerable Senſe 
of the Expreſſions. „And not Scripture only, * 
the common Import of Language, What fays . 
tius ; When his ua. ene in his Behalf, is dan 
by Hue... 44 
. me bofili pateres fuccedere Dextre © 8 
AQuem genui f Tuane hac gene S e 
MN Morte tui vi ? l 4 R 47 5 4 
ere, the Father is vel by his Son's Wand; Amer 
Bs Son's Deatb. "Hom, an * what Manner ? wa 
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Shall I deſcend lower fill, and refer our Point 8 
the Determination of illiterate Men? — Aſk any 
of your Tenants, What Ideas ariſe in their Minds, 
upon the Peruſal of the afore-mentioned Texts ? — 1 
dare venture to foretel, that, artleſs and unimproved 
as their Underſtandings are, they will not he/itate for 
an Anſwer. They will neither complain of Obſcurity, 
nor aſk the Aſſiſtance of Learning, But will imme- 
diately diſcern in all theſe Paſſages, a gracious RE- 
DEEMER ſuffering in their Stead; and, by his bitter, 
but expiatory Paſſion, procuring the Pardon of all their 
Sins, — Nay farther; as they are not accuſtomed to 
the Fineſſes of Criticiſm, 1 apprehend, they will be 
at a loſs to conceive, how it is poſſible to n 
ſtand ſuch Paſſages in any other Senſe. 
Say not, this is an improper Appeal; or Hel 
are incompetent Judges. The Scriptures were Written 
for their Edification ; not to exerciſe the Ingenuity 
of ſubtle Diſputants, but to inſtruct the mean? of 
Mankind in the Way of Salvation. Therefore, on 
fundamental Articles, We may aſſuredly conclude, 
| 125 Ha will be caly, and the Doctrine per- 
- Hicuous: 


Subſtitution of One inſtead of the Other; by the Sb 
fuffering, what mult otherwiſe have fallen upon the Fa- 
cher.— Should the Socinian Interpreters try the ſame Ex- 
periment on theſe Lines of Firgil, which they make 

on Paſſages of a parallel Sigrf cation in Scripture ; 
there a Sue in the whole World, that — approve, 
that could endure, ſuch flagrant Violations of Grammar, 
| Senſe, and Tafte ? — Yet I believe, there is no fincers 
Chriſtian, but would readily and gratefully ſay ;- : 

] . me ultrici ſuccedere Dextfa \\ 


D Tua CHRISTE DEUS $ per Lane fever 
Morte tud wvivew. 1 
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ſpicuous': fo that He who runs may read, and the 
Na firing Men, though Fools *, ſhall not err therein. 


u, though I am far from undervaluing the Aids 


of Literature, yet, upon thoſe momentous Subjects, 
which are inſeparably connected with our eternal Fe- 


heity, I cannot but regard the common Senſe of plain, 
ee humble e as the very be/t of Critics. 


„ It has been ſaid by : a learned Critic, That 
vicarious Puniſhment or Suffering, gives us too low 
Ideas of the Son of G OD, as it ſinks them to the 
Pain and Suffering of a Malefactor, the voy meaneſt 
Idea We can have of them. 

Afb. The Idea is plainly ſug opeſted by the Word 
of Prophecy, and ſupported by the Atteſtation of ſa- 
cred Hiſtory. In that it was foretold, and in this it 
is recorded, That He was numbered with Tranſgreſ- 
ers +. — To this Purpoſe ſpeaks St. Paul, though 


ſomewhat more cautiouſly than your Critic. He was 


made, not indeed /inful Fleſh, but in the Likeneſs 
of ſinful Fleſh; and, though perfectly innocent, was 


left, to endure the Vengeance due to the vileſt Mif, 


creant. 
Ves, my dear Theron; that elorious Perſon, whom, 
15 higheſt Angel adores, ſuffered, as if He had been 


0 


* ths. xxxv. 8.; The Word Foels, ſeems to denote 
Perſons of * ſow Underſtanding, and "Gull 6g 1 ; 
as Luke xxiv. 25, Or elſe it ſignifies Thoſe, who, for 


want of a cultivated Education and. the Oriattidiits of 


Literature, are accounted Fools by the Sons of Science; 


4831 1. . 
48055 Wai, hu. 12. Lyke xii. 37. 
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or equivalent to that which Ne, the. real Criminals, 
ſhould have ſuffered. —If, to conſider this, gives Us 
a low Idea; if, to ſuffer this, was a Weep Abaſement ; 
how exceedingly high, and how. immenſely. grand, is 
the Goodneſs and the Grace manifeſted therein | The 


lower You draw the Arrow on the String, the loſtier 


Flight it makes in the Sky. And the greater our 
LORD's Humiliation for Us, the more wonderful 
and adorable his Love to Us. Fey 

Ther. As there cannot be a vicarious Guilt, or as no 
One can be guilty in the Stead of Another, ſo there 
cannot be a vicarious Puniſhment, or no One can be 
puniſhed inſtead of Another. Becauſe 
in its very ann connotes Quilt 1 in the Perfon who 
bears it. 

Aſp. If You mean by Guilt, the Conſciouſneſs of | 
having committed a Sin, and the internal Defilement 
conſequent upon it, We never ſuppoſe ſuch a vicarious 
Guilt. It is never affirmed, that CHRIST was ſtung 


with the Remorſe, or ſtained with the Pollution, of 


the adulterous David, the perfidious Peter, and the 
perſecuting Saul. But, that He was treated by the 
righteous GOD, as if He had perpetrated theſey and 


all the Crimes of all Believers, either in the pal 51 


ſucceeding Ages. | 
If by Guilt You mean, The Charge of 8 


Action, and The Obligation to ſuffer Penalty, your 


Alſſertion is nothing more than begging the Gelben. 


It nakedly affirms the very Thing in Debate. And 
bare Affirmations, unſupported by Evidence, are ſel- 
dom admitted as deciſive Proofs. We, on the other 
Hand affirm, That all our criminal Actions were 


charged upon CHRIST; and that He ſuffered the 


Puniſh- 


all the 
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Puniſhazent, which they deſerved. The. former of | 


theſes. not ſo properly called vicarious Guilt, as real | 
Guilt, contracted by One, imputed to Another. The 
latter We readily allow. to be vicarious Puniſhment, 
ſuſtained in their Stead, whoſe Guilt was imputed.— 
For both theſe Points, We have the Auth 


rity; of 
RD 


Truth itſelf, ſpeaking in the Scriptures. The 


g laid on Him the Iniquities of Us all; here is the Impu- 


tation, CHRIST has redeemed Us from the Curſe 
-of the Law, being made-a Curſe for Us; here is the vi- 
-carious Puniſhment. And You know, to what Caſu- 


zs We ſubmit the Interpretation of theſe Texts 


common Senſe, and an honeſt Heart. 9 
Ther, Is not this ſhocking to ſuppoſe? horrid to . 


firm ? If Guilt was really imputed to CHRIST, 
then Puniſhment was his due Juſtice might inſiſt 


upon it—And He could not eſcape it. 


Ap. To ſuppoſe this, is ſo far from ſhocking my 
Apprehenſion, that it appears, even on your own Prin- 


* ciples, right and neceſſary.— Right, becauſe Puniſh- 


ment, as You yourſelf have declared, always con- 
notes Guilt ; I would add, either contracted, or at 
leaſt imputed, And indeed the Sufferings of CHRIST 
could not be of a penal Nature, unleſs He endured 
them as under a Charge of Guilt.—It is neceſſary to 
ſuppoſe this, otherwiſe how will You vindicate the 
Juſtice of GOD? He bid his Sword awake, and 

ſmite the FESUS. But ſhall the Judge of 
do wrong ? Shall He ſmite, where there 
-is nothing but Innocence? No Guilt, either perſonal 


or imputed? That be far from Hina | Thi Thought 
de far from Us | 


. e Zech. zii. 5. 
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Wheels ood ab Suppoſition, it becomes 4 juſt 
and riphtedus Thing, that GOD ſhould inſſict, and 
chat CHRIST ſhould" ſuſtain, che moſt rigorous 
Puniſhment. And I do not know, but this might be 
bv Cauſe of our LORD's Silerice, when He was 
 accuſgd at Pilates Bar and at Herod's Judgment-Seat. 
It is probable, He confidered Himſelf as ſtanding 
before a higher Tribunal; and reſponſible to eternal 
- Juſtice, ſor the criminal Actions of all his People, 
In'this Situation, and in this Capacity, clear Himſelf f 
of perſonal Demerit He could; clear himſelf of im- 
puted Guilt He could not. Therefore He was dumb; 
He opened not his Mouth, For though, as the Son 
of the mo/! high G O D, Glory and Immortality were 
this undoubted Right; yet, as the Surety for ſinful 

: Men, Tribulation and Death were his condign Portion, 
And why ſhould this be thought ſhocking? Tt is not. 
the eaſt Derogation to the tranſcendent Excellency of 
CHRIST. It caſts not the 4% Stain on the un- 
2 Sanctity, either of his Nature, or his Life, 
o bear Sin, as a voluntary Surety, is infinitely dif- 

' ferent from committing it, as an afual Tranſgreſſor. 
To fay, that CHRIST was puniſhed for any Ir- 
regularity of his own, would be falſe, impious, andhor- 
rid. To fay, that He was charged with our Guilt, 
and-endured the Puniſhment due —in the | plain and full 
| Senſe of the Word due—to our Sins; is ſo far from 
being injurious to his Dignity, that it pays the proper. 
Honour to his nediaterial Undertaking, Tt pays 
Him the Honour of — the higheſt Obedience to his 
FATHER's Will—the deepeſt Humiliation of his 
own illuſtrious Perſon—and the moſt boundleſs Be: 


-nevolence to Manki LN K 
l. 1. 9 =: 
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The GOD is Love, Apafo, all Love, Whereas 
3153 * 
| Aſp. do not often interrupt my Friend's . Diſ- 
courſe. But I cannot forbear interpoſing a Query, 
on this Occaſion.— is there, then, no ju/? Diſplenſure 
in the DEIT Y? What meaneth that ſolemn De- 
nunciation of the ſupreme Laygiver ? The Anger f 
the LORD Pall ſmoke againſt that Man *,—What 
meaneth that awful Declaration of the Apoſtle ? The 
Wrath of GOD i. revealed from Heaven, upon all 
Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men +.—Or, in 
what Senſe are We to explain that alarming Interro- 
gatory of the Prophet ? ho can 72 before his Indig- 
nation ? And who can abide in the Fierceneſs of his An- 
ger 4? — Whence could thoſe avenging Viſitations 
proceed, which deſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with 
a Tempeſt of Fire]? Which ſwept away ſo many 
Thouſands of the polluted Iſraelites with a raging Peſti- 
lenceF ? And conſigned over ſo many Millions © of 
rebellious Angels to Chains of Darkneſs ? ; 

Surely, 7 heron, if there be any determinate Signi-. 
fication in Language; if any Leſſon to be learnt from 


* Deut. xxix. 20. + Rom. i. 18. t Nah. i. 6. 
| Gen. xix. 244 ' Num. xxv. 9. 0 
Million — The Number of the fallen Angels is no 
where ſpecified ; and the Veil ſits deep upon the ſpiritual 
World; fo that We can ſee no farther, than Revelation 
has diſcovered. Yet, I think, there 1s ſufficient Room to 
ground a Conje&ure, upon the Reply which one of thoſe 
execrable Apoſtates made to our LORD. My Name 
i« Egion; a Word ſignifying a great Multzade, fve or 
1 


* 
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the m6ſt tremendous Judgments ; it is, That e 


LORD, . though free from all the DiJcompoſure of 
Paſſion, is nevertheleſs angry with the Wicked *; and 
will make impenitent Sinners feel the Effects of his 

© wife and holy Indignation. | 

Ther: Does not your Doctrine repreſert the all- 
mereiful G O D, as a rigorous Being? Who, when 
once diſpleaſed, will hardly be pacified ? Whereas, 
the LORD himſelf-declares by his Prophet; 
is not in me. Men of ſatyrical Wit would be apt to 
| infinuate, That You had miſtaken EH OVAH 
for Moloch ; and was F 
the Valley of the Son of Hinnom. 

Aſp. We take our Repreſentations of G O P, not | 
from the yain Conjectures of Men, but from the Re. | 
cords of infallible Truth, There he is deſcribed, as : 
a rigbieou GOD; a jealous + GOD; and, to 
Chriſt-leſs Sinners, a conſuming Fire t. Though won- 
derfully condeſcending, yet tranſcendently majeſtic, 
Inſomuch, that none of the fallen Race are admitted 
to approach his Throne, but only through the Inter- 

ention of a great MEDIATOR|; and, with- 
Fut ſhedding of Blood, even the Blood of a Perſon 


| _ higher than the Heayens, there is us Remiſſion p fox 
any of their Offences, 


K 2 e 
ſix, thoakand, Therefore He adds, bee Z 
fo many were employed in tempting and tormenting a 
le Perſon, what Armies, what Myriads of thoſe i 
nemies, muſt exiſt through un verſal Nature It 8 
auff Thought; and ſhould make Us fly; to our 
Protector, and Almighty Duliverer. See Mark v. 9. 


2 Pet. ii. 4. 


i. Deut. ix. 8. 9 9. 
145 2 John xiv. 6. 5 Heb, ix. 24 
Vil: 2 a 
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Pe he all this; there is not the leaſt Tincture of 


ury implies an immoderate Degree of Re- 
ſentment, that will hearken to no Reaſoning, and ac- 


cede to no Terms. The Goſpel Account proves, 


even to a Demonſtration, that this has no Place in 
the divine Nature. So far from it, that GOD, 


though highly provoked, has pravided an Atonement 
has made Overtures of Reconciliation to his diſ- 
obedient Creatures — has even beſought * a guilty 
World, to accept of Forgiveneſs. So that the In- 
ſinuations of your ſatyrical Gentlemen, are as egregi- 
ouſly miſtaken, as they are ſhockingly worded, | 
Lou are a Man of Senſe, Theron; and eſteem that 
Character, far above the idle Reputatiofi of a Mit. 
As ſuch, let me aſk You ſeriouſly ; Is it not for the 

- Honour of the divine Majeſty, to exerciſe Juſtice, 
as well as Mercy? Always to pardon, and never to. 
puniſh, would be Tameneſs, rather than Benignity ; a 
Renunciation of Holineſs, rather than a Diſplay of 
Goodneſs —Or, can it be right in Us, ſo extravagant- 


| = 2 Cor. v. 20. It was an Inſtance of fingular Co 
4 in the bleſſed G O D, that, though offended 


ob's Friends, He admitted of a Sacrifice, and ane 
them to an Interceſſor; both typical of CHRIST U. 
But what anparalleled Condeſcenſion, and divinely tender 
Mercies, are diſplayed in this Verſe! A, though GO D 
did beſeech You by Us: We pray You in CHRIST's flead, 
be ye reconciled to GOD. — Did the age ever beſeech 


a-condemned Criminal, to accept of Pardon? Does the 


Greditor beſeech a ruined Debtor, to receive an Acquit- 


ance in full? Yet our Almighty LORD, and our eternal 


Judge, not anly vouchſafes to offer theſe Bleſſings, but 
mavites Us — intreats Us — with the moſt fender and re- 
$eated Importunity ſolicits Us—not to reje&t them 
FL 2087» E 


* 


4 


« 
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ARE Cee ae as to depreciate, nay even 
„the awfid Attributes of the DEITY — 


Wee the Theology, not of Chril 


bugof Infidel 


. do ſet at O eee eee | 

And with one Excellence. another wound ; ah 

Maim Heavens Perfection, break its equal Beams, 

Bid Mercy triumph over GOD himſelf; 

£ | Undeified by their opprobrious Praiſe 3-1) + + 
. 4 GOD — 60D ai. 


1 bes But We n EE 
doning Grace of the Lawgiver is not obſtructed by 
any Demands of Lu,. For He cut oo 

n aſide. 

b. What! Set « Law, amis belnn 
ous, and good — Set afide a Juſtice, that is eternal, 
inflexible, and infinite St. Paul gives a very dif-- 

cen Solution of this Difficulty. He telle Us—not 
that GOD ſet aſide his Law and his Juſtice but 

\ that He ſet Forth the bleſſed FESUS for a Propitia- 
tion, through Faith in his Blood : with this expreſs 
Pears that He might declare his Righteouſneſs + 
"might demonſtrate, not only his Clemency, but his 

Juſtice ; even that vindictipe Juſtice, whoſe eſſential 
Character and principal Oficꝭ is, to puniſh Sins...  - 

This ſeems to be the Import of the Word Righ- 

teoufreſe, in the preſent Connection. And, I think, 
more than ſeems, if We conſult the following Verſe: 

* To declare, oY at r Time his Ripe that 
7 N 10 | He 


L Night: Thoughts, W. f Rom. l. * 
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the nught be juft *, evidence Himſelf to be ſyAly and 
inviolahly righteous, in the Adminifſtration#of- his 
Government ; even while He is the all-forgiving " 
cious Fuſtifier of the Sinner that 7 in FESUS. | 


According to this Plan, Mercy Truth meet to- 
gether ; Righteouſneſs and Peace iii each other + + all 
the Attributes harmonize; every Attribute is glori- 
hed ; and not one ſuperſeded, no, nor ſo much as 
clouded. _- 
ber. — ty:anw-Eictrcine, are not 
you inclining to the other? Our Ears tingle, and our 
Blood runs chill, at the very Thoughts of ſo ſevere a 
Vengeance, executed on an Object ſo worthy and il- 
Iuftrious—Beſides, how can We ſuppoſe, that the 
beneficent CREATOR and PRESERV FER of 
Men, ſhould take Pleaſure in the Sufferings of the 
moſt unblameable Perſon, that ever exiſted? Eſpe- 
_ cially, ſince He himſelf has made this tender Decla- 
ration; I will have Mercy; and not Sacrifice t. 
As. A tender Dedaration indeed it is: ſignifying; 
chat GOD is better pleaſed with the Duties of Hu- 
manity and Charity, than with the moſh coſtly and 
- pompous Train of Sacrifices. Nay, that He will even 
diſpenſe with the Obſervance of his own ceremonial 
Inſtitutions, when they interfere with our Exerciſe of 
Beneficence One to another. Thus reſigning (ſo ad- 
mirable is N the — due to Hin 
* Rom. iii. 26. That He might be juft, and the Fuftifie:. 
of the Ungodly. The 7 re Wag of Juſtice muſi be preſerved: 
inviolate. - And inviolate it is preſerved, if there was a 


real Infliction of Puniſhment on our SAVIOUR. No- 
thing elſe can thoroughly clear up this great Evangelical 


' Paradox. © 


+ Pal, . 10, 2 2 Mat. ix. 13. 
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ſelf, bor the Benefit and Comfort of his Creatures 


But all this has no Sort of Relation to the Sacrifice of * 


CHRIST. which was the moſt noble, and the 
moſt acceptable Oblation, ever made to the King of 
Heaven. 

We are aſſured by a Prophet, That it pleaſed the 
LORD to bruiſc his holy Child JESUS. GOD 
not only gave up his Son to Sufferings, but gave Him 


up with a divine Complacency *.—- In like manner, 
the bleſſed FE SUS addreſſed Himſelf to the dread- 
ful Taſk, not only without ME ar ig but with the 
utmoſt Alacrity +. I delight to do thy Will, was the 
Language of his Soul. 2 You aſk ; How could 
4 | the 


* — „his is need in the 
original Word, DN lai. liii. 10. It correſponds with the 

Phraſe, uſed by the Voice from Heaven; w, Matt. 
iii. 17. Or, it may be very exactly tranſlated by St. Paws, 
beautiful Expreſſion, agua, Heby xiii. 16. — And 
therefore the — JEHOV AH is ſaid to ſmell a ſweet 
Savour, or a Savour of Reft 1 MT in thoſe Sacrifices, 
which prefigured the crucified FESUS, Gen. viii. a2. 

+ Utmoſt Alacrity. — There is no Inconſiſtency between 
this 22 i our LOR D's borne wr Father,, 

le, let this rom me: nevert not 
2 line be N 2 ar deprecatory Requeſt, þ 
up with i much Earneſtnefs, yet with 90 much Submif- 
 fion, only ſhews the extreme Severity of our REDEEMER's. 
Anguiſh, and the prodigious Weight of his Woes. And this 
indeed it ſhews, beyond the Power of Deſcription. —His 
ardent Love to Mankind, and his fervent Zeal for his 
FATHE R's Glory, made Him- dyfve. theſe Sufferings. - 
His invincible Reſolution and unequalled Magnanimity, 
emboldened Him not to decline, but to meet et 
* 4 were ſo great, ſo terrible, that his Nature, bein 
human, could not but recoil a little, and be at 
4 ; and, had it not been divine allo, muſt inevi- 
have funk under the Load. 
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| the SON, take Pleaſure in undergoing, or the F A- 
THER. in infliting, ſuch amazing Sorrows? No. 
6therwile, than upon Account of thoſe grand and ever- - 
laſting Advantages, which were to reſult from them. 
A ſevere Vengeance, You ſay, ſuch as makes 
Ears to tingle.— This is the very Thing intended, to 
ewaken and alarm preſumptuous Offenders. That | 
they may hear, and fear, and do no mote wicked- 
. Ty.” Tt is ſuch a Method of diſpenſing Grace, as 
ſecures. the utmoſt Reverence to the 45 vine Com- 


mands. Strikes the deepeſt Terror, even while . 


cheriſhes the brighteſt Hope — ſtrikes the deepeſt _ 
Terrob, on every perſevering Sinner — cheriſhes the 
- drighte/t Hope, in every penitent Tranſgreſſor. 

Ther. If one of my Servagts had affronted or in- 
jured me ; I ſhould, upon his ſubmifffve Acknowledg- 
ment, forgive his Fault, and not inſiſt upon Satisfac- 

tion ſor the Wrong. Will You make the Father of 

Compaſſions, more inexorable in his Nature, more 
rigid in his Demands, than a Human Maſter ? 3 

. Aſp. When You have a Servant, that owes his 
| Being to your Power; that has received innumerable 
| Benefits from. your Bounty ; yet has offered You in- 
numerable Affronts, all attended with the moſt ag- 
gravating Circumſtances, and all in Defiance of the 
moft righteous Threatenings. When Y ou are poſſeſſed 
of infinite Majeſty, and unſpotted Sanctity; when 
Truth inviolable, and Juſtice inflexible, are eſſential 
to your Character. Then, Theron, the Parallel will 
hold good; and Your Conduct ſhall be a Pattern ay; 
the” Procedure of JEHOVAH,' © 

Till then, You and I muſt be willing forgive, 
becauſe G OD has made it our bounder "Duty; and 


"4 
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becauſe We have incomparably mens to be forgiven by” * 
the Judge of the World, than We can poffibiy tes 
mit to our Fellou- creatures. In the mean Time; 


You will allow the great G O D, who is gibt in 


Holineſs, to communicate his heavenly Favours, in 
a Manner becoming Himſelf. On ſuch agi, A 
honourable Terms, as ſhall maintain the Rights of | 
his univerſal Government, and RT Glory 5 
of his adorable Attributes. 
me, Mightnot GOD have cancalled out hath 
greſſions, and received fallen Men into his Favouty 
without any Propitiation ? — To deny this, would 
be to limit the HOLY ONE of Jfael; and im- 
poſe Conditions on that uncontroulable Sovereign. 
Who giveth not Account of any of his Matters. | 
Aſp. We need not embarraſs Qurſelves, by entering 
upon Inquiries, which may ſeem to lie beyond the 
Limits of human Underſtanding. Enough for Us 
to know; that this Propitiation was abſolutely neceſ=. 


fary with regard to the firſt Covenant. For, as GG 


had ſolemnly declared, In the Day Thou cateſt there, 
ching Thou ſbalt die; his Truth and Juſtice ſtood en- 


to make the Threatening good. And no ſe- 
cond Adam could reſtore the firſt, bay By 8 
Curſe upon Himſelf. n 


Die Man, or Fuftice muſt ; 25 for Hem 
Some Other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid Satisfaction, Death for Death *, 


Therefore the divine FESUS, who Jana the 
Boſom of the FATHER, and knew the Counſel 
of 

* e ® Milton, B. III. 210. . 
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of Heaven, fays; The Sen of Man MUST be lifted ups 

vn the Croſs. There was a Neceſſity for his Cruci- | 
ion. Becauſe, this was /fiputated in the Covenant 


df Peace, made between the FATHER and the 


80 N.—Becauſe, it was expreſſy foretold by the an- 
tient Prophets (and the Scripture cannot be broker) 
that the REDEEMER /ould be cut off out of the 
Lan of the Living. — Becauſe, a Variety of Types, 
and a Multitude of Sacrifices, prefigured his Death : 
me of the Types, pointed out the very Manner of 
his Suffering; and all the Sacrifices, detached from 
their Dependency on this great Oblation, would have 
been beggarly Elements, —mere unavailing empty Ce- 
I apprehend, it is no Limitation of the great GOD, 
to ſuppoſe Him incapable of acting otherwiſe, than 
in perfect and perpetual Conſiſtency with Himſelf, — 
Neither is it any Infringement on his abſolute Sove- 
reignty; that He cannot but order all Affairs, for the 
Honour of his Juſtice, his Fidelity, and each of his 
| Job iii. 14. An Tor, c. The ſame Ex ion is 
uſed, Luke xxiv. 26. — Perfectly comformable to this 
ing Truth, is the current Language both of the Law 
and of the Goſpel. Under the Law, G0 D himſelf 
fays ; I have ſworn, that the Iniquity of the Houſe of Eli 
Hall not be' purged with Sacrifice or G for ever ; that 
is, the Guilt ſhall never be expiated, 1 Sam. ui. 14. 
Under the Goſþc/, the Apoſtle declares ; F we fin wwil- 
fully, by a final Apoſtacy from CHRIST, there remain 
eth no moreSacrifice for Sint; they are, to ſach Perſons, and 
an” fuch Circumſtances, abſolutely irremiflible. Heb. x. 
a6: — Which Phraſes are evidently connected with, 
and founded on, this grand Doctrine; That the 2 
pointed, the og Way of obtaining Pardon from 
righteous G O D, is, by the Intervention of an expiato- 
ry Sacrifice. ] | 
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exalted, Perfections.— This is the very Thing, which 
the ſacred Writers expreſs, in their plain but ſtrong = 
Language; GOD who cannot lies: He cannot' dey 
Himſelf +. 2 N 


Der. GOD is often ſaid to forgive our Sins; 
particularly, in that ſublime Paſſage, where He pro- 
claims his Name to Moſes. The LORD, the LORD 
GOD, merciful and gracious; long-ſuffering, abundant 
in Goodneſs and Truth; keeping Mercy for thouſands, 
forgiving Iniguity, ws 6; and Sin. Now; Par- 
don is a free Thing. Freeneſs is implied in the very 
Nature of Forgiveneſs. Take away the former, - 
and You deſtroy the latter, —If an Equivalent be 
given, Pardon is no longer Pardon, but a Purchaſe. 
Forgiveneſs ceaſes to be an Act of Grace, and be- 
comes the Payment of a Debt. '— 

Aſp. The, Text You quote is truly ſublime, and 
equally Comfortable. But You forget to mention 
dne Article of very great Moment, which cloſes and 
completes the glorious Character. Which ſeems ad- 
ded. on purpoſe, to prevent any wrong Apprehenſium of 
the DEFTY, and to guard againft all Abuſe of the 
Doctrine: He will in no wiſe clear the Guilty 4. 
N | e nee a7 he 


Th, 1.3 - +2 Tiw 3k 4 * 

+ He will in no wiſe clear the Guilty. : XXXIV. 7. 
This Text is not without its Difficulty, eſpecially in the 
Original. Steuchus inter the Words, Et innocens nan” 
erit fine Piaculo: He not be acquitted without a pia · 
cular Sacrifice. think, they may be tranſlated, with 
a little more Propriety and Exactneſs, thus; Paruming 
Iniquity, Tranſgre//ion, and Sin, MPI Nh Dpn though not" 
avith Impunity ; or rather, ' though He mn, 


— ow — — , , cow — — * 
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GOD will not, on any Conſideration whatever, ab- 
folve the obſtinate, perſevering, - irreclaimable Of- 
fender : ; neither will He acquit any of the guilty 
Race, abſolutely, unconditionally, or without ſuch a 
Satisfaction, as may repair the Honour of his in- 
re Law. 

"We have Redemption through his Blood, ſays the 
Apoſtle, even the Forgiveneſs of our Sins *, . 
F orgiveneſs, You ſee, though bought with a 
It is Remiſſion, though bated by Blood, —It is 
free, with regard to that ſovereign Being, who par- 
dons. For, He was under no Obligation to admit 
of a propitiatory Sacrifice ; but might, without any 
Diminution of his Dignity, have left all Mankind to 
periſh in their Sins.—It is free, with regard to the 
obnoxious Creatures, who are pardoned. For, it is 
vouchfafed, without any Satisfaction demanded at 
their Hands, or any Penalty inflicted on their Per- 
ſons.—It is in this reſpe& alſo free; that an Inte- 
reſt 3 in the great Atonement is granted to Us, without 

the 


it go unpuniſbed, meaning Sin : b the WET I 
5 is expreſſed in the three preceding Words; 
and may very properly be referred to in this Clauſe. 
Then the Senſe will be, as follows; “ Though GOD 
« pardons Sin, yet it ſhall not unpuniſhed. He will 
« certainly infli& his righteous Vengeance, and exerciſe 
his punitrye Juſtice, though not on the Sinner, whom 
« He ſpares ; yet on theSURETY, whom He has 
a vided. "In the ſame manner. Cocceins renders the af. 
ſage, Et mon exercens Impunitatem ; and it much 
tothe ſame Purpoſe We have this very Word in the ſame 
remarkable Conſtruction, Jer. xxx. 11. y * nyn 
which is tranſlated, and I ul an lende thee attogether um. 


| is 2 Eph. i. 7. 
\ F ws. 
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the leaſt Merit, or any deſerving Qualifications of / 
our Own, - 
In all this, GOD is not only merciful, Wa 
tenderly and immenſely merciful. . And will any One 
calumniate this adorable Method of exerciſing Mer- 
ey? Becauſe Proviſion is alſo made for the Glory of 
GQP's Truth, GOD's Holineſs, and 
Authority? ? 
8 SE ͤ 0nk Nathan -of::anmiaite 
Sacrifice, derogate from the Goodneſs of the Almighty 
FATHER; and transfer all our 8 to 
the incarnate SON ? 


40. Is there not Goodneſs, in alwing a Subſtitute 
to ſuffer in our Stead ?— Is there not. ſtill greater 


| Goodneſs, in providing a Subſtitute for Us, withqut 
any Solicitation on our Part ? —Is there not the very 
ä mo Exertion of Goodneſs, in appointing a dear, 
incomparably excellent SON for the Pur- 
poſe !— This marvelous Scheme, far, very far from 
_ obſcuring, moſt illuſtriouſly diſplays, the ſuperabun- 
dant Loving-kindneſs of the FATHER. | 
"GOD ſ% hved the Morld, apoſtate and polluted 
as it was How did He love it? To a Degree, un- 
utterable by any Tongue; inconceivable by any Ima- 
gination; and only to be expreſſed by the infinitely 


* 


precious Effects. Loved it $ O, that He gave his only-. 


begatien Son, that whoſoever believeth on Him ſbould nat 
| periſh, but: have everlyſting Life*, And does this de- 

te from the Goodneſs of the Almighty F A- 
25 E R, to give, not barely Pardon and Life, but 


die bern, through the Hands, nay, through the 
|  WWiunds,' 


* John ii, 16, 


; 
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Wands, the Agonies, the Death, of bis divine | 
deareſt SON ? | 
ra rourbaſct ob any Tema, aw 

challenge the devouteſt Acknowledgments. But, when 
attended with this additional Demonſtration of Favour, 
| they are enough to anflame Us with Gratitude, and 


tranſpert Us with Admiration, They not only ma- 


nifeſt, but commend * the divine "tay ſhew it to the 
greateſt Advantage, in the higheſt Perſeftion, with 
every Circumſtance of Recommendation and Endear- 
ment. By this means, bleſſed GOD, Thou haſt 
unſpeakably enhanced thy Benefits! Thou haft ren- 
| dered them, though invaluable in them/etves, exceed- 
ingly-more ſo, by the Manner of conferring them 
Ther. Again in your Elevations, Aſpaſio— The 
World, You know, is grown very rational and in- 
gui tive; will admit nothing but upon clear Evi- 
dence, and full Conviction, We expect in reli- 
gious Inquiries, not the Flights of Fancy, or Flou- 
riſhes of Rhetoric,” but a Sobriety of Reaſon and So- 
lidity of Argument. 
Aſp; The World, rational as it is, FSI by the | 
Taſte of the prove toi no n Monts of 


. | | | A 


C Row. v. 8. Tengngt. It ſeems to be an Image taken 
from the Practice of Trade/men, Who, in ſhewing their 
Goods, point out their Excellencies; and ſet, in the clear- 
eſt Light, whatever may beſpeak their Worth, or re- 
commend them to the Purchaſer. perhaps, it may al- 
luce to the Cuſtom of ſending, with ſome favourite and 


and worthy Perſon, recommendatory Letters, In which 


his good! liste are deſeribed; and every thing is 
mentioned, that may embelliſh his Character, and * 
der his Preſence — 12 In this Senſe St. Paul uſes 


; * nearly related . cun gau, crap, 2 Cor. 
fs. 
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Fang. The World, therefore, may not be „ 
pleaſed with an affecting Story. And a Story, ſuit- 


able to the Occaſion, juſt occurs to my Mind. Such 
as may ſerve to ſhadnu forth, though very faintly, the 
ſurpaſſing Benignity and Grace of our crucified 
LOSD. © 

An Aſiatic Queen, departing this Life, left behind 
Her three accompliſhed Sons; all arrived to Years of 
Maturity.— The young Princes. wane at Strife, wo 
ſhould pay the highef Reſpec to their royal Mother's a 
Memory. To give ſcope for their generous Con- 
tention, they agreed to meet at the Place of her In- 
terment ; and there preſent the moſt honourable 
Gift; they knew how to deviſe, or were · able to pro- 
cure.— The Ela came, and exhibited a ſumptu- 
ous Monument; conſiſting of the richeſt Materials, 
and ornamented with the moſt exquiſite Workman- 
ſhip.— The Second ranſacked all the Beauties of the 
blooming reation; and offered a Garland of ſuch 
admirable Colours, and delightful Odours, as had 
never been known before.— The Younge/t appeared, 
without any pompous Preparation ; having only a 
c Baſon in one Hand, and a ſilver Bodkin in 
the other. As ſoon as he approached the Tomb, 
He threw open his Breaſt; pierced a Vein, that 
lay oppoſite to his Heart; received the Blood in the 
tranſparent Vaſe ; and, with an Air of affectionate 
Reverence, placed it on the beloved Parent's Monu- 
ment. The Spectators, ſtruck with the Sight, burſt 
into a Shout of general Applauſe ; and immediately) 
gave the Preference to this laſt Oblation. 

If it was reckoned ſuch a ſingular Expreſſion of 
Love, to'expend a few of thoſe precious Drops, for 
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Sena of n Pore; Ol, how 'matchleGt-how 


 oineffable-was the Love of ZESUS, in nr, 27 
| e eee for the Salvation of Enemies / 


T 


"Ther. Mp. areal. Objedion it. Rill.to.comey—- 


D417 


"I CHRIST ſuffered in our Stead ; He .muſt ſuf. 


fer that very Puniſhment, which was Torn 
- quities. This your orthodox Divines affirm to be 


incomparably worſe than bodily Death; to be nothing 


leſs than the everlaſting Diſpleaſure of GOD. 

Asp. The Puniſhment due to our Iniquities, was 

Shame, Death, and the divine Wrath, 
As for Shame-—Was ever Shame, like that 1 


which our deſpiſed REDEEMER. hore ?—Borz 
in a Stable, and laid in a Manger. When an In- 


Fant, exiled from bis own” Country, and a Vagabond 
in the Earth. When engaged in the Diſcharge of 


his Miniſiry, accuſed of the moſt flagitious Crimes, 
and branded with the blackeſt Names,S- When 


| brought to his Exit, apprehended as a Thief; con- 
demned as a Malefator; nay, the vileſt of, Male- 
factors, a Robber and Murderer, is preferred before 
Him.—His Executioners poured Contempt upan all 
his venerable Offices. As a King, they ridiculed 
Him, by putting a Mock-Sceptre into his Hand; and 
crowning Him with ragged Thorns *, inſtead. of a 
royal Diadem. They villified his prophetic Charac- 
Ms hy: 2—— his {Fs ; aiim his bleſſed 
E — 


* To have crowned the bleſſed 7 8 U 8 with ouch 
would have been a vile Inſult; and treating Him like 
an ambitious. Madman. But to crown Him with Len, 


+ -- "pungent, lacerati wing Thorns, was adding Cruelty to their / 


Inſults ; unheard of Barbarity to the moſt cont emptuouy ” 
* Matt. xxvii. 29. 


: 


DIAL OG-U'E TV. vays 
Head; and then aſking, in cruel Deriſion, Nhovit 
was that. ſmote Him *, They caſt Reproach upon 
his prieftly Undertaking, when they ſharpened their 
Tongues with malicious Irony, and ſhot out thoſe. 
bitter Words; He ſaved Others, ' Himſelf He cannat. 
| ſave . — To render his Infamy as public, as it was. 
ſhocking, they hung Him on Tres; and expoſed. 
Him, defiled as He was with Spitting, and disfigured 
- with Wounds, 65 this-gpning Eyes aid une 
Scolfs of numberleſs Spectators. , 

If You doubt, whether CHRIST fultained the 
| Wrath of GOD, let Us follow Him to the Garden 
of Gethſemane. A Scene, which I would always re- 
collect, when I walk along the fertile Vale, or expa- 
tiate amidſt the flowery Garden , or enjoy the De- 
lights of any rural Retirement. He had no Remorſe, 
to alarm his ſpotleſs Conſcience ; yet Fearfulneſs and 

Trembling came upon Him, No Violence was offered 
to his ſacred Perſon ; yet 4 horrible Dread overwhelm- 
ed Him, — 'T was' Night, cold Night; and though 
our divine MAS T ER lay proſtrate upon the Earth, 
© amidſt the Fall of chilling Dews, He ſweat — ſweat 
Blood—ſweat great Drops of Blood, running. down in 

Streams to the Ground. — He was anointed 

* with the Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows l. Vet 
ſo inſupportable was his Affliction, that He could 
+Vor, I. L not 
©  ® 'Seornfully inſinuating, that his ſacred. prophetic 
Office was fit for nothing, but to ſerve ach eſpicable 


Purpoſes. Matt. xxvi. 68. - 
1 Matt. xxvii. 42. 
1 Alluding to the Evangelif's Defer eription of of Gee 
mane, who re reſents it as a Garden; 22888 
logy of the Hebrew, which ſignifies a fat or frui Val. 
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not ſolbear crying out, Ay Soul is ſrrouiful extend · 
ing forrouflut=foryoful even unto Death - What 
— — can be aſſigned for this 
uiſh? None but the Wrath of his Al. 

— FAT HER. Who was now become an in- 
exorable Judge; treated Him no longer as the 8on 
of his Love, but as the Surety: for nner 
lions of guilty Creatures. * . 
Wer. Was it poſſible, that the Uubeene and bey 


 FESUS, the dearly n 
manner his FAT HE R's JPrath? 


b. It was not only poſſible, but an 
neceſſity. Unavoidable, with reſpect to the divine 


Holineſs; nereſſury, for the Procurement of our Re- 
demption.— Sin was charged upon CHRIST; alt 


the Sins of all Believers, in all Ages and Places of 
the World. And was it poffible, that the iufiteiy 
gb G O D ſhould behold ſuch à Deluge of 

ni without expreſſing his Diſpleaſure? Or 
could the LORD FESUS be puniſhed, truly puniſn- 


_ -. eff for them, without any painful Senſation of their 


horrid. Evil, and of that tremendous Indignation 
which they deſerved ? þ 
F this. was not the Caſe, who can en the 
Dignity of his Conduct, during the Agony in the Gar- 
den Was there no pouring out of the divine Dif- 
pleaſure? Then his Behaviour in that Hour of Trial, 
was not equal to the Intrepidity of the three Hebrew 
Youths; - who continued calm, and without the leaſt; 
Perturbation, while the Furnace was heated into 


ſeveti-fold Rage +.—But if He was mdting bir Souban 


Offering for Sin, ® 07; to account for the prodigi- 
Phe OT | E 1A 
© Mar, ant. 56 + Dan. li 87,18, 9. TY 
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ous Confternation. Iris not ee wee 


| his Heart, though endued with invincible Fortitude, © 


ſhould become like melting Wax. For, who know- 
eth the Power of that N at wack n. 
of Heaven tremble * ? 

Ah! Therm; the Visp and the Gall, which 
they gave Him to drink, were not half % bitter, as the 
Cup of his FATHER's Wrath. Yet, for our ſake, 
He drank it off to the very Dregs.—The Nails, that 
pierced his Hands; and the Spear, that cleft his 


Heart; were not half /o ſharp, as the Frowns of his 
eternal FATHER's Countenance. Which, for our 


Conſolation, He patiently ſubmitted to bear He 
was rent with Wounds, and racked with Pain 3 his 
Bones were diſlocated, and his Nerves convulſed; 4 
thouſand thorny Daggers were planted in his Tem- 
ples, and Life flowed out at ten thouſand guſhing 
Veins. Vet this, all this was gentle, was lonient, in 
compariſon of thoſe inexpreſſihle Agonies, which 
penetrated his very Soul. The former, fetched not 
a ſingle Complaint from his Mouth: the latter, wrung 
from his breaking Heart that paſſionate Exclamation 3 
- Ay GOD! My GOD! why haſt Thou farſdlien 
me ? — Aﬀonifhing Words! Surety, a Di/treſi, be- 
yond all Imagination pe t, uttered them. wor 

hs 3 * 


et Neben cries aut, | with 


Jeb xxvi. 11. The P 
Amement as Terror ; 
watjon and who tan abide in the goth 
His Fury is poured out hike Fire, and the Rocks are throw 
down before Him. i. 6. 
t e e 4 
liſts make uſe of the 1 — 
fu, He was ſeized 
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"ly, the Vengeance, not of Men, but of Heaven it- 
ſelf, extorted them. Every Syllable of which ſpeaks, 
what the mourning Prophet deſcribes; 7s it nothing 
to You, all Ye that paſs by? Behold ad fee ! i there 
be any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow, wherewith the 
LORD hath afflicted me, in the Day of his fierce 


Anger *? | 


” Here, now, is our whole Puniſhment endured ; 


"the Shame of the Croſs, and the Sorrows of Death; 


the Suſpenſion of the ALMIGHTY *s Favour, 
and the terrible Senſations of his Wrath. 


Þ. Ther. Be it ſo. Yet all this amounts to no more, 


than Part of Payment. For, theſe Sufferings were 
tranſient ; z temporary only, not eternal. Therefore, 
the main Circumſtance, the moſt bitter n 


was Wan 


4p. 


ment a He was overwhelmed with th portal 


Diction — wygnun@-, He was beſieged on all Sides, as 
were, with an Army of invading Sorrows — He ore Hed, 


amidſt ſtrong Cries and Tears, not only with the alice 


of Men, and Rage of Devils, but with the infinitely 


more dreaded Indi ation of GOD: He wreſtled even 


ſtances of Horror 2 conſtitute what a cele- - 


| brated Poet very juſtly Hie, 


A Weight of Wee more than ten Worlds aullt her t 


2 The Critic, my „will admire the Propriety and 


Beauty of this Which, compoſed of nothing but 


gp — and clogged with the frequent Repetition 
of a cumbrous Conſonant, makes the Sound — 


to the Senſe. — May We all be ſacrel Critics 
—_ "not only a refined Tafte, to reliſh ſuch . 


ſuch im t Truths! . 
2 1 


All theſe Circum- 


SITES but an awakemd Heart, to feel the E. 


DIALOGUE W. ug 
Aſp. In the Eftimate of Divine Juſtice, and in 
point of penal Satisfaction, they were equiv alent to 


our endleſs Puniſhment. — Had our LORD's Suf- IRE” 


ferings been the Sufferings of a mere Man, or of the 
moſt exalted Angel, I acknowledge, they could have 
bore no Proportion to our Demerit. - But they were 
the Sufferings of the Prince of Life, and the LORD 
e Glory: before whom all Men are as Duſt, and. all 
Angels as Worms. Let the immenſe Dignity of the 
REDEEMER's Perſon, be weighed againſt the 
everlaſting Duration of our Puniſhment, and-it will 
counter-balance, if not preponderate. His N is 
ſurely parallel to their Eternit. 

It was JMMANUE L, the incarnate GOD, 
who purchaſed the Church, and redeemed Knee 
with his oun Bloed *. The divine Nature of our 
SAVIOUR communicated its exnobling Influences. 
to every Tear He ſhed, to every Sigh He heaved, 
and every Pang He felt. This renders his 
a perfect, as the laſt Circumſtance. We remarked, 


. renders them a proper Satisfaction. And though the 
Mood of Lebanon was not ſufficient to burn, nor all the 


Beaſts thereof ſufficient for a Burnt-Offering ; this 
| Sacrifice fully anſwers the Exigence of the Caſe. 


Ves, Theron, You muſt give me leave to wont 
the delightful Truth; It was the great GOD, even 
es Sev FESUS CHRIST, who gave Hinjelf 
for Us g. His Sacrifice therefore muſt be inconceiv- 
ably meritorious. | O! that Sinners, the v1ile/t of Sin- 
ners, knew its all-ſufficient Efficacy | They would 
no longer be holden in the Bonds of Iniquity, by that 

fails L 3 deſtruc- 


Act xx. 28, + Lai. xl. 16. 1 Tit. it, 13, 14. 
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eee n ee 
, 


e. What valuable Ea could. foch vicarious 
Fang accompliſh ? Suppoſe G O D abſolutely 


inexorable, and they muſt be . inſufficient. Suppoſe 
Him divinely merciful. and they are needleſs. 


- #þ. The Difficulty You propoſe, I think, has 
been obviated already. 80 that I have no Occaſion 
to. ſolve your Dilemma, but only to anſwer your 
Query. - Theſe Sufferings — as a Puniſhment, gave 
ample Satisfaction to the divine violated Law. — As 


2 Sacrifice, they perfectly reconciled Us to our of- 


ſended GOD— as a Price, they redeemed Us from 


every Evil, and purchaſed for Us à Title to all 
Good. 5 


This is a Subject of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Impor 
tance. Let not my Theron imagine, I would abuſe his 


| Paticiice, if I dwell a Moment longer on the ſavou- 
_ rite Topic. = I might enumerate many Ends, all 
_ mingmficent and gracious, accompliſhed by this won« 


derful Expedient. I content myſelf with ſpecifying a 
few. But thoſe, fach as bring the higheſt Glory to 
GOD =—adminifter the moſt ſolid Comfurt to Man 


45 e promote the Intereſts of 
any." 


In this Webave a ManifcRation of. the moſt awful 


Jane wad at the fame Time a Diſplay bf unbound» 


ed Goodneſs. — 


Awful Fuftice ; in that the great and 


derrible GOD, though determined to exerciſe Mer. 


e would exerciſe it only in fuch a Manner, as might 


323 Authority of hls Law ; might teſtify the 


: | * 
$3740 6 F J Jer. ii. ag. 
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Purity of his Nature; and declare the * 
Faithfulneſs of his Word. — Unbounded Goodnefi 
that He with-held not his 8 ON, his only 7087 f 
but freely gave Him up for Us all. Gave up © the 
< Brightneſs of his Glory,” to be covered with In- 
Wy gave up <« the beloyed of his Soul, to en 
h Agonies; on purpoſe to obtain Honour and 
| ty for apoſtate Men. — The Torment j iq- 
fAicted on 2 the Damned in Hell, are not ſo ſearful 
2 Monument of GOD's Juſtice, as thoſe dyin 
Agonies of the LORD FESUS 2712 
Nor could a rho,j,dMorldi, conferred on Mankind, 
have been ſuch an Act of ſuperabundant Muniß- 
as that Gift of his ever bleſſed SON. 
Look We for Wiſdom? What an admirable Con- 
trivance of heavenly Wiſdom, to harmonize the 
ſeemingly. oppoſe Claims of Mercy and of Juſtice! 
and not only to /atisfy each, but to magnify both! 
Had Puniſhment been executed, in all its Rigour, on 
the Sinner's Perſon, Mercy had loſt ber amiable Ho- 
nours. Had the Sinner been reſtored to F au our, 
without any Pexalties ſuſtained either by Himſelf or 
his Surety, Juſtice had been ſet aſide as an inſignifi- 
Cant Attribute. Whereas, by our L OR D's vica- 
rious and expiatory Sufferings, both are manifeſted, 
po are exalted. — What an admirable Contri- 
ance of heavenly Wiſdom! To ſhew the utmoſt 
Abhorrence and Dereftation of Sin, even while the 
Sinmer- is permitted to go unpunithed ! Nay, is ad- 
mitted into the very Arms of infinite Love, and 
Heſſed with (everlaſting Acceptance! G OD hath 
not andy exerciſed, but abounded in I iſdom and Pru- 
l in al Wiſdom and Prudence *, by 
L 4 this 
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Pardon, not of ſmall Sins only, but of the moſt a8 
gravated, the moſt horrid, the moſt enor mut. Be 
they flaming as Scarlet, be they foul as the Dunghil, 
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this Inſtance of marvelous and triumphant Grace. 


Which is, at once, ſo honourable to Himſelf, and 


ſo advantageous to his People. 0 


Ther. Advantageous to his People—1 am glad, You 


are come to this Point. This is what I want to 


have cleared up. I am for thoſe Doctrines, which 


glorify GOD, by doing Good to Man. Give me 
the Religion, whoſe Aſpect is benign, and whoſe A- 
gency is beneficial. Not like a Meteor, to dazzle Us 
with a vain Glitter. Not like a Comet, to terrify Us 


with a formidable Glare. But like yonder Sur, 
whoſe Beams thed Light, and Lite, __ Joy ol 
around, 


Afb. If this be what You ſeek, 450 what You 
prize; the Chriſtian Religion, this Doctrine in par- 
ticular, will anſwer your warmeſt Expectations, and 
challenge your higheſt Eſteem. For it is rich = 
Benefits of the moſt needful, the moſt ire | 


moſt exalted Kind. 


The firſt and grand Bleſling is Parton of Sits," — 


be they black as Hell itſelf; yet they ſhall be as the 
ſpotleſs Wool, or as the Virgin Snows'*; they ſhall 


be, as though they had never been. Pardon, not of a 


few, but of al! Sins, Be they numerous as the Stars 
of Heaven, numerous as the Hairs of our Head, 


numerous as the Sands upon the Sea-ſhore, the Blood. 


BY SIS CHRIST cleanſeth' from them ALL +: 
Hereby We have Victory over Death, and Admit-. 
tance into eternal Life: — For thus faith the holy A. 
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pole, concerning the poor Sojourners in Clay; Ser 
ing therefore the Children were Partakers ef Flaſb and 
Blood, He alſo partook of the ſame ; that by undergoing 
Death, He might deſtroy Him who had the Power” of 
Death, that it the Devil; and deliver thoſe, | who, 
through Fear of Death, were all their Life-time- fub+ 
jelt to Bondage — thus ſaith the venerable El- 
der, concerning the glorified Saints in Light; Theſe are 
they, 20ho came out of great Tribulation ; and they have. 
waſhed their Robes, and made them white in vers 
Wow: Lamb : therefore are they before the Throne +. 

If the Phili/tines rejoiced, when Samſon, the De- 
ftroyer of their Country, was delivered into their 
Hands; how much greater Reaſon have We to\re- 
joice, ſince the bleſſed F E SU has vanquiſhed our 
laftEnemy ! Has made Death the Miniſter of end- 
pe Life, and the Grave a Gate to eternal Glory! 

If Fofeph had Cauſe to be glad, when his Priſon- 
Garments: were taken from Him; when He Was 
brought into the Palace of Pharaoh; and made to ſit 
at the Right-hand of the King. 
parably richer Blaſſing, to have our Robes waſhed in 
redeeming Blood, and our Souls cleanſed from all 
"Guilt? Is it not an incomparably higher Auvancs- 
ment, to be admitted into the bliſsful Preſence, and 


in poſſeſs the everlaſting Kingdom of GOD? » | 


To comprehend all in a Word — Hereby are pro- 
cared, even for the moſt unworthy Creatures, all the 


fits” of the New Covenant. Therefore, the 


of CHRIST is ſtyled by à Prophet, The 
by an Apoſtle, The Blood of 
the tverlaſting Covenant ||; and our LORD himſelf 
zum,. | ſays, 
* Heb. ii. 14; 13. 
x, 11, 1 Þ. 3 xi. 20. 
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Is it not an incom— 


+ Rey, vii. 14. 1 Zech. 
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it not tend to embolden the Sinner in the Proſecutivn 
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ons, Thes ir the new Covenant in my Bud *,—Is it a 
Privilege, to know GOD, the infinitely amiable 
Source of all Perfection? Is it a moſt valuable En- 


dowment, to have his Laws put into our Minds, and 


written. on our Hearts ? Is it a Branch of real Fe- 


4 licity, to have our numberleſs Sins forgiven, and not 
one of our Iniquities remembered any more? Is it 


the Compendium of all Happineſs, to have GOD 
For our Portion, and our exceeding. great Reward ? 
Fo be his peculiar Treaſure, his loving and beloved 
People +—Of all theſe. We may ſay, They are the 
Purchaſe of IMMANUEL Z Blood: and whaever 
is truly intereſted in the One, is een 
titled to the Other. radi: 


" Mika: chen would: refuſe b Gene, af 


uT ber. Too comfortable, I ſhould imagine, ta.bs 
either true in itſelf, or ſafe in its Conſequences, Muſt 


af his Vices? Who need ſeruple to tranſgreſs, or be 
very ſolicitous to repent; if an all- atoning Sacrifice 


en offered, for every Kind, and cox 


a Wickedneſfs? ren * 

AI. Would Von bone —— intimidated? No- 
nn Terror to the Children of Diſohe- 
whence, as the bitter Paſſion, and accurſed Death of 
CHRISZ.—All che chetorical Aggravations pf Sin, 
wich regard to its lothſome Nature, and execrable 
Vileneſs all the Severity of Vengeance, executed 


upon xebellious Angels, ot wicked Men — all, Al 


Air unat and inc xpr Ie, compared vith the HE 


al Ap of this great Tranſactions) For, if dhe 


Lob Almighty {pared at His d948 SON, . 


ent 


ES Lhike 1 xxii. 20. Te original 1 
eicher a Tefament, or a Covenant. . 
+ Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12, 
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uilt was, not found in Him, but only 1 
2 2 how much leſs ſhall He ſpare in —— | 

fenders, who both habitually commit, and of 

1 pot iſt in, their fig Impieties? © 
f, by Brine, F ou mean an infor 12 5 
row for our Tranſgreſſions; nothing is ſo likely to 
break the Rony, or melt the icy Heart, as theſe dole- 
ful Effects of Sin.—Whoſe Indignation does not rife 
againſt the infamous Wretch, that betrayed "his 
LORD? Who is not ready to deteſt thoſe en- 
venomed Tongues, that accuſed Him; and thoſe bar- 

barous Hands, that crucified Him ? How then can 
We chooſe but lament, and grieve, and mourn, when 
Conſcience bears witneſs; That our Sint were the 
rincipal Actors in this deepeſt of Tragedies ? That 
e, even We, by our manifold Crimes, were the 
1 and Mur derers of the Prince of Life I, 
b Repentance, You mean a thorough Renunciation of 
1 Iniquity ty; no Motive is ſo effectual, to divorce 
the Affections from every abominable Idol, and di- 
vert the Feet from every evil Wa , as an attentive 
Confideration of our REDEEMER's Death.” With 
this agrees the Reaſoning of the Apoſtle; "He himſelf 
bare our Sins in his own Body on the Tree; not that Ne 
ſhould be emboldened to repeat them, but induced 
and enabled to forſake them; that, charmed with 
ſuch unutterably tender Mercy, We might relinquiſh 
our darling Luſts; ih, being Al eG iu, might Roe 
ants Righteoyſcf *. 
If Lou would have Benevolence, your favourite . | 
Principle, take place and'operite; it is fmpofftble to 
urge ſo endearing e to Unlveclal Good- 


® pet. ii, 24. 
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will, as this Kindneſs and Love of GOD our 
SAVIOUR *.—How can We indulge the Sallies of 
| Reſentment, or harbour the Seeds of Animoſity ; : 
when the meek, the merciful, the infinitely gracious 
REDEEMER, laid down his Life for his bittere/? 
Enemies ? How can We treat with Contempt or In- 
difference, even the meane/t of Mankind ; ſince our 
divine Maſter gave his all-glorious Perſon, for vile 
Wretches and miſerable Sinners ?—Never was there 
fo winning a Call to diſintereſted Charity, as the ami- 
able Example of CHRIST. Never ſo binding a Ce- 
ment of brotherly Love, as the Blood of the crucified 


. 
In ſhort; would Vou have people poſſeſſed of every 
| 3 Virtue, and animated to the Practice of every 
good Work? Nothing adminiſters ſo powerful an In- 
-citement to them all, as a lively and appropriating 
. Senſe, of this wonderous Grace. Set home by the 
_HOLY.GHOST f, it produces ſuch a warm Gra- 
-titude in the Heart, as is far more operative, than the 
moſt awful Threatenings, or the moſt cogent Reaſon- 
were ds * Py to your Suſpicioris, the 
N r g native 
Weiden 1ud st NM. A. - ore!) 
Tue Reader will give me Leave, on this Occaſion, 
to ſubjoin the noble Doxology of our Church. Which, 
when thus applied, may be an excellent Means, both of 
. expreſſing our Graticade, and of quickening our Devo- 
__ tion.—Ghory be to the FAT HE R; for providing this 
all-fufficient Atonement, and giving his SO N to [ſave 
a ruined World. Clary be to the 8 5 N; for humbling 
Himſelf to the Death of the Croſs, and obtain eter- 
nal Redemption for Sinners. — Gli be to the HOLY 
GHOST); for teſtifying of CH HRIST i in our Hearts, 
and appropriating this great Salvation to our Souls. 


4 
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native Tendency of this excellent Doctrine, 16. to 


ſuppreſs Ungodlineſs, and promote Piet. 


1 Obſerve, how the preſent calm Evening, * 


mild declining Sun, and theſe ſoft balmy Breezes z 


have unlocked the flowery Priſons, and detached a 


Profuſion of Odours through the Air: have inſpirited 
the little Songſters of the Grove, and fetched lawiſþ 
Harmony from their Throats. So ſweetly will a true 
Belief in JESUS CHRIST and Him crucified, 
draw forth all the Powers of the Soul, in Acts of 


reatly and chearful Obedience. He is therefore ſaid. 
not only to juſtify, bur alſo to ſan&ify the ene wy 


his Blood *. 
Let Us conſider the Death of CHRIST, in this 


its full Grandeur and extenſive Efficacy; and We ſhall 


diſcern the admirablePropriety of theApoſtle*sRemark : 
It became Him, for whom are all Things, and by ubm 
are all Things, in bringing many Sons unto Glory, "to 


make the Captain of their Salvation perfect through Sf 
fermgs t. IT BECAME; as an A of Sovereignty 


in GO D, it comported with the Dignity, and em- 
blazoned (if I may fo ſpeak) the incomprehenſible 
Majeſty of his Perfections.— As an Execution of im- 
partial Vengeance on our Surety, it aſſerted the Rights 
of divine Government, and ſecured the utmoſt Vene- 
ration to the divine Law.—As an Emanation of rich 
Indulgence to Us, it redreſſed all our Miſery, and re- 


trieves our whole Happineſs. — In each Reſpect, it 
_ ſpreads the brighteſt Luſtre over all the Adminiſtra- | 


tions of the bleſſed GOD; and renders his very 
- Juſtice,” amiable and Series even to Aſtoniſhment. 


—Tn 


: 


* YT | | 3 " 31 NS 
* Heb, xii, 12, + Heb, ü. 10. 
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—In” all Reßpects, it is worthy of the moſt grateful 
and adoring Acceptance from ſinful Man; and ſuch 
as will be had in everlaſting Honour by the Choirs of 
Saints, and the Hoſts of Angels. 


Ther, Ithank You, Aſpaſe. Tale Arguments have 
not indeed converted me, but they have ſtrengthened 
my Faith. I never was fo unhappily miſtaken, as to 
diſbelieve the Satisfaction made by our LO RD. 
JESUS CHRIST; made to divine Juſtice; 
made for the Sins of the World. But, I now ſee 
more clearly its Reaſonableneſs and Importance; its 
chearing Aſpect on the guilty Conſcience, and i its x4 
nign Influence on the moral Conduct. | 

Aſp. I congratulate You, dear Theron, faces: my : 
inmoſt Soul, on your thorough Conviction of this im- 
portant Truth, May You have ſtill more extenſeue 
and generous Views of the glorious Article! And may 


| every renewed View be more and more influential 


on your Heart 
Reviving, raviſhing Thought ! To have HIM 


for —— Viftim! HIM for our great Pro- 


Pitzation / at whoſe Feet the Armies of Heaven bow, 
and the Saints in Light adore !—Reviving, raviſhing 
Thought! To have all our Puniſhment ſuſtained, | 
and the whole Curſe of the Law exhauſted ; fo that 
Juſtice itſelf can demand no more !—Nay ; to have 
ſuch a perfe@? Ranſom paid for our Redemption, ay © 
renders it, not barely an Act of favourable Indulgence, 


but of the high Righteouſneſs * alſo, to pardon, 


Excuſe / 


uſe / 
. He 


accept, and glorify the Believer ! 


_ ® Therefore the Apoſtle ſays, GOD i, 
Juft to forgive Us our Sins, 1 John i. 9. Faithfiu 
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Excuſe me, Theron, My Affections are again upon 
the Soar. But I clip their Wings. Only let me afk,.. 
Is not this Doctrine the grand Pecubarity of the Go-. 
ſpel; by which it ſtands diftinguiſhed from every other 
Religion, profeſſed i in the World 7— ls it not the cen 
eral Print, in which all the Lines of Duty unite, and 
from which all the Rays of Conſblation proceed ?— 
Strike this Article from the Creed, and You” reduce” 

the Myſtery of Godlineſs to a Syſtem of Ethics: 
iſh wn the Chriſtian Church into a School of 
Philoſophy.— To deny the Expiation made by our” 
REDEEME R's Sacrifice, is toobſture the brighte/# 
Manifetation of divine Benignity, and to undermine ' 
the principal Pillar of practical Religion; is to make 
a deſperate Shipwreck of our everlaſting Intereſts; and 
to daſh (ſuch, I fear, it will be found, in the final Iſſue 


— 2 mne W 


* — I n it is Time to capa As 
ward: And I hope, it will be no diſagreeable Ex- 


ehange, if We reſign our Seat on uu for a 8 
Place in the Dining- room. * 


Ap. Pray, let me inquire, as We walk along (lor 
=_ . N ens interrupt our Diſcourſe, merely to 

8 | * pratify 
He had. promiſed * unanimous Veldd) g 
of all 2 Farbe / then He will "TH 
No; for this very Reaſon He w. will pardon.— This max 
wem ſtrange: but, upon the evangehcal Principles of 
Atonement and Redemption, it is undoubtedly true. Be- 


cauſe, when the Debt is paid, or the Purchaſe made, it 


is the Part of Equity to cancel the Bond, 3 
e oieion a 


21 
1 


ger. e The. Conſequence of which, his Phyſicians do- 
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a inyiQuaioſity), What, may be. the Ogg of 
8 r ſmall Eminence, 


a Tower, nor a 
— Na a, ſtately Column, 


vErc@ted-on, purpoſe to beautify the Proſpect. 


Tur. It is a ſott of monumental Pile. Erected, 


8 the Story goes, on a very memorable Occaſion.— 
Queen Eleanor accompanied K ing Edward. the Firy? 
; to; {wheot was called) the Holy War. In which. He 
gained very ſignal Advantages over the Infidels, and 
z acquired a large Share of Renown to Himſelf. i Af- 
ter many gallant Exploits performed in the Field, a 
treacherous and deſperate Saracen, demanding Ad- 
;mittance_into his Chamber, under Pretence of pri- 
vate Buſineſs, wounded Him with an impoiſoned Dag- 


ſelared, muft be inevitable and ſpeedy Death, unleſs 
athe Poiſon was ſucked out by ſome human Mouth. 
This might poſſibly preſerve the royal Patient, but 
would be extremely dangerous to the Operator. 
Dangerous as it was, his Queen claimed the Office; 


inſiſted upon it, as the Conſort s Right; and executed 


it ſo faithfully, that She ſaved the King's Life, ſo hap- 
pily, that She e ot not her ow-n.— After this, She re- 
turned to England, lived many Vears, and bore ſeve- 
ral Children. But, ſooner or later, Royalty itſelf 
muſt pay the Debt to Nature. Dying, on a Nang 

110 Scotland, She was brought back to the laſt an alone 


"Home of our E Monarchs: „ Wbereeter her 


Lede reſted, N its/ „a Struc- 
1 1 3 küre 

LEES * tz "I „aun 4 4 

* * 7 ue 


«> iv 7 4 
* 


* Steps, at the 


DIALOGUE IV, 162 
ture * (ſuch as You now behold) was raiſed : un- 
der to perpetuate the Memary of ber conjugal Affeltiom,, 
Ad. And ſhould. not our Hearts be a Aﬀvaument 
of Gratitude to the bleſſed FESUS? Wha drewthe 

deadly Venom, not from our Veins, but from the 
immortal Part of our Nature: and not at the Hazard, 
but at the Loſs, the certain and unavoidable Loſs of his 
very Soul, to the 4eengf Arrows of vindictive Juſtice ; 
that, transfixing Him, they might drop ſhort of Us. 
4 The Poiſon whereof drank ON Oe 
the Balm of Peace might refreſh owrs. 
O my Theron Let our Aan bo the Tai, 
to record this unexampled Inſtance of 


ttom ; and . tow a 
with four 'female Statues, in full 


e uw, 


„ 
- 


| Mean, $$ cok its Value 22 * 5 
| Por ardon bought 2 of nb Blood divine 
= 3th Blood divine of FEM, n wy Fab" — 1 
F Lo frovete / —Though word ahi , 4 
ee, a feen Rebel t — 
/ Nor T alone F A; rebel Univerſe ! 00 d Wc 
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KEANE ;$P4810 0 having ſome Letters of Im- 
portance to anſwer, is ſoon. as t 
Cloth was taken away, retired from 
& Table. —His epiſtolary Engagements 
* being diſpatched, he inquired for The- 
ron. . The Servants” informed Him, that their Ma- 
ſter walkeg into the Garden. — A very little Search 


found Him, ſeated on an airy Maunt, and Ste 


by an elegant. Arbour. 4 

Strong and ſubſtantial Plants of Lib 
the Shell; while the ſlender and 2 — 9 
Hringa fled up the Interſtices.— Was it to 
as well as to accommodate their worthy G u thats 
they interwove the luxuriant Foliage ? Was? it ou _ 
preſent thoſe tender but cloſe Attachments, which * 
had united their Affections, and blended their Interefts? 
Iwill not too poſitively aſcribe ſuch a Deſign to 


however, by their Frjping Embraces, no, jnexpreſliye 
M 2 A Emblem, 


. 


** 
* 


D 
fas THe Fig 
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of the Endearments and. $a: 

4 es - W Friendſhip endſhip. They compoled : a Canopy, of 
e freſheſt Verdure, and of the thickeſt Texture. 
o thick, that it intirely excluded the ſultry Ray; 

105 ſhed both a 1 e and an amuſive 


£64 


"Gloom: while e every unſheltered Trakt, glared wich 


Li 12 or fainted In Heat. 

ou enter by an eaſy Aſcent of Steps, lined wi 
Turf, and fenced with a Baluſtrade of floping Bay- 
Trees. — The Roof was a fine Concave, peculiarly 
elevated and ſtately. Not emboſſed with n 
t mantled over with Fret-work ; not encruſted 
with ſplendid Freſco; but far more delicately adorned 
with the Syringa's Aer Tufts, and the Liburnum's 


© Pawering Gold. Whoſe large and lovely Cluſters, 


"heir Sweets to the delighted Bee; and gently waving 
to the balmy Breath of Spring ; gave ET: 
fichment to the charming Bower. 

F acing the Entrance, lay a ſpacious eraſly Wall; 
n an ocaingular Baſon, wich 4 curious 
A” Pupiog in the Colter,” . The Water, 
n 
immumerable little Threads; which diſperſed them 
ſelves in an horizontal Direction, and returned to 
the Reſervoir in a drizling Shower. Thoſe, which 


en from. the higher Tubes, and. larger Apertures,- 


either ſprung perpendicularly, — oblique] L 
ani! formed, as they fell, ſeveral Tofty Arches of f. 
quid Cryftal; all, gluten: on the. Eye, and t 
to. the Air, Aae 

Fandel to the Walk ran a Parterre3-planted with. 


| an Aﬀenblage of Flowers hat advance, one above 


3 another 


pendent from the leafy Dome; diſcloſing. 


* 


gu ger V. 


a th Si 1 80 of ee at like e __ 
yellow Sattin, quilted with Threads, or diverſified 
with Sprigs of Green. A ſuperior Order of 
culiſſes, each reſembling the Cap of an Earl's Coro - 
net, repleniſhed. the third Story with full-blown 
Tufts of glofly Scarlet, —Beyond this, a more ele- 
ane of E a Fas hone + 
3 1 


* — — is, it muſt be confeſſed, ſome little 1 Deviatid 
2 Laws of the Seaſon ; ſome ator 
of the Parterre. The. Flowers united in 
hs ie OE do not, according to the uſual Pro- 
RES the economy of > Cuts hey 
dan tug y; a 
| 1 hope, the Poſſibility -of. tha 
ing, will 9 _ flowery Productions from the 
Blaſts of Cenſure Or, may I not ſhelter my 8 
Aſſembly, under the Remark of à miſter! Oritie? 
Which is as pertinent to the Caſe, as if it had writ- 
ten on purpoſe for our Vindication ; and ſo r 
e 
light every Perſon; who reads it. * 
Finder Nature is not obliged to attend e 4 
— which ſhe e our Ba; ba 
ee bl T's A: 
«© cellive n o ts wers. e 
draw into his Deſcription all the Beauties of the 80 — 
IG Autumm; and make the whole Year 
ec od bines, Rar Jeſſamines bs „ Conn a 
* cher; and his Beds be” covered ** ſame e 
ith Lilies, Violets, and Amaranthuſes, His Soil is not 
10 Rare to any particular Set of Plants, but is 
either for Oaks or Myrtles, and adapts itſelf to . 


ee dee ay gram e 
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and opened their enameled Cups; not bedecked with 
a ſingle Tint only, but glawing with an intermingled 
Variety of almoſt! every radiant Hue. Above all 
atoſe, that noble Ornament of à royal Eſcutcheon, - 
the Flower-dr- Luce; bright with etherial Blee; and 
grand Wich imperial Purple. Wkieh formed, by its 
grueeſdl Prejections, a Corniſſi r a Capitab of more 
thaw Cyrinrbiam Richneſs; and imparted the n! 
conſummate Beauty to the blooming Colonade.- 
The Whole, viewed from the Arbllury bold” 
like a eee painted upon the Ground. And 
nothing to rival that reſplendent. Arch, 
Ws, Bolle of js Sweep, and the — 
ornamental Curve. 4 Ana gat 0 is; 11¹ 43 aint 


4 T0 L as! * 9h 04 N $4450 42h, 1060 ob ann e 
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tis, Eye red upon a, Cu, repreſenting bene 1, 
feu Wai Wholly intent” upots his Specylanon, , 
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* Fell and gloomy, as He. TH Oe 
„rde more Exp ice I in Tom long Fits, than a 5 os y 
75 cali as ea throw: his . from a Precipice 


2 Mile high, ; from 9 * 
e 


9855 + of "ki N 1 akieth 1 wn: 
that at moſt deligh eader's. Imag eon. 
Net; 113 2 57 Hing 'of Natare in his, , 
. Us, "and .. Her wha Charms Le 
. IE e : does 1 not reform er too mu 
to Abſurdities by endeavouring to excel. 
- © Spea, Vol. VI. Ne AY 
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He never perceived the Approach of Afpaſioy till 
Eis bed reactied the Sununtt of the Mcunte and/ Was 
raeacly to take a Seat by his Side. [1 


2 toe ef in Dhgteloded 


analietted with all theſe amiable Objecto; inſenſibdie 


amidſt this Profuſion of Beauties; which, from every 
Quarter, make their Court to your Senſes— 
hardy put on a greater Severity of Aſpect, chan my 
polite Philoſopher in his blooming KAW. 
Ther. Al my deat Friend, theſe flowery. Fays 
which embelliſh the Garden, are familiar tomy Eygs 
and cherefore cheapy in my Eſteem. — behold them 
ſrequently ; and, for that Reaſon, feel- but Little of 
the pleafing Surpriſe, which they may paſſibly awakep 
in a Stranger. Something like this We all expexi- 
ente, with regard to Events infinitely mare worghy 
our admiring Notice. : Elfe, Why are W̃ nat firugk 
with! à Mixture of Amaatment, Veheration, and 
| Gratitude, lat the grand machinery and magnificent 
Productions of Nature? 
. That ehe Hand of the- ALMIGHTY. ſhould | 
Wheel round the vaſt terreſtrial Globe, with ſuch pro- 
IS and exact Punctualiſy; an purpoſe 
We the regular Viciſſitudes of Day and Nights 
ln to brin on the orderly Succeflion of Sced- 
Do nd Hatyeſt We . ben We 1 
the Ii ciliter, ſojourning forty Years in the D | 
N backwards and ſorwards over its burning 
WY and find neither their Clothes waxing ae 
log a Uſe, nar their Feet ſiuelling + with ſuch p: 
2 Jonies, Yet we feel no grateful Surpriſe, when 
ns «orange the Air, which clothes the 
Arn * Earth 
* Deut. vi. 2 "227 Neb: ot ae 
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iy of che grandeſt, me laboured Monuments of hu- 


rably more tender and delicate, ſhould — 
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Firth as it were with a Garment; and häs heicher 
contracted any noxious Taint, 'through"the- extenſive: 
Revolution of almoſt fix thouſand Vears; nor ſuffers: 
eFany Dimination of its natural Force, though exer- 
eiſed in a Series of unremitted Activity; ever ſince 
me elementary Operations began. AED 48 eee 
This Draught in my Hand, ſhews Us the Lali. 


min Art. They are ſoon ſwept away, among the 
other feeble Attempts of Mortality: Or 


remain only, 
28 Vou ſee Here, in ſhattered Ruins; Memorials of 


ttt vain and powerleſs Ambition ——— 
— How ſtrange then, that 2 Structure, incompa- 


to al Age; and hoary Hair: That the bodily Ma- 
chine, which is fo exquiſite in its Frame, fo compli- 
cated in its Parts, and performs ſo many Thouſands *-. 


of Motions every Moment, ſhould continue amm. 


paired, yet act without Intermiſſion, ſo many Days, 
and Weeks, and Months, and-Years—How drang. 
n: 24624) 16514000 u- all. 
2 401 k eee 
* Not to mention the 4 We. 


n b h y the mechanical Motiops ich are co 
qo formed in che animal Spül ee 


F ve Chyle. 
19 Mo ons c 
C TEN and = EE . 
gmet AQ 157 Reſpi 


"an. innumerable Multi ries 
drives, at the ſame Tana Rs the e. 
through an innumerable Multitade or 


Veins—Such a View will oblige Us to acknow — 
on Account is far from being ke veal Fug. that it ra- 


ther dirainifeer, than exaggerates the real 
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ebthis/! Yet; becauſe | dogs; 
it exeite our Praiſe, or ho much, ang our Nav, f 
a" S te birth wh Roms Wn Noir 
Asp. Your: Remarks are as juſt, as the Neglect oi. 
ha is — Unaccountable Supinoneſs ct 
Though GO D dveth great Things, worthy of. all. 
Obſervation ; yea, and Wonders without Number We 
yawn with Indolence, inſtead of being animated wih 
Devotion, or tranſported with Delight. Lo. AH 
gerub before Lis in evident Manifeſtations of Wiſdem 
and Power; het, Me ſee Him not: He paſſeil on aſſe, 
and ſcatters unnumbered Bleſſings ſrom his provideng 
tial Hand; but We perceive: Him u 2 
This, 3 Dae is to be — 
ſibility. Are We bot. inattentive 6 even 10 d Words» 
of Redemption? That Work, which, according to- 
the emphatical Declaration of Scripture, exteeds" in 
Glu: is by far the nobleſt, the moſt maryelqus of» 
Al bl warbapg ef all divine,” TranſaQions. oe. 
Are We not ſhamefully unaffected, even with the Ap- 
pearance of GOD in human Fleſh? Though the 
King of Kings vouchſafes to exchange his" Phone, 
for the Humiliation of a Sexvant, and, the Death of” 
a Malefactor : though He is pleaſed; by the Imputa · 
tion of his'active as well as paſſive ObSience, 4 © be. 


Fo LORD our, Righteeuſus, l, 
lac "taking, an eee Way, F/77M 
rom my Reverie, and make me indeed. 
narling Philoſepher. Imputed Rightcon/aſsis- 
2 eh rode and. abſurd; ter ly; 1 
ee and, Onz A 
Nan 25 or Sore gn Jh 29,699 
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could never be depenged am, where there is the liq De- 

Free a Underſtanding, and Gapactty fur Reaſoning *. . 
Asp. Who is warm now, Theron? May I not re- 

mind my Friend, that the Neſengſui is no more fitted 

Winne 0. Lee A woe, ele ot 20 * 

e r alien det NI 1 8 (1 ( «./ te; 1 0 #4 


- 


22 The eie Heel by, 15 DES and b 


Wel have no Apology to make for my 
Deron. The Reader has — has Rea. 


be chagrioade, — let me deſire 882 


2 e 8 oer e our u D E; "on 


sadded, when 4 e Abfurchty of 'the 
Scheme; but aol, ves pow — Entrance to 
his Diſcourſe. 4 6 e i 


0 have often wondered, that D iſputants, eſpeci on 
—— N Sub jects, ſhould' chooſe 00 eal in "Tar $596 5x; 50M 
7 Does the Wrath of Man db 

| the Ritter ee cf Or, is a paſſionate Invective 


e pro either to conciliate © 
enter out faden Why ſhould 


in the fame 1281 Ada Tiga" Seal, | 
were We to meet our A1 ſt ina Fri 
Parlour, and have a 3 2 on the Subject. 


our Speech would be kind, and our We 
calm za I am NEA qu have e 2 ſuch 
TE m to me, extremely Wrong, and 


. Tam apt eo think, You have Hot 
2k rongdeted, either the hitleGround, chey have to 
ſupport then h enen arkanen, that 


may attend them. e 

Why mould not our Controverſies" from the Preſi be 
"I on, with ſuch a tauid und amicable Strife? This 
would certainly render them, mare pl g ta the Reader; 


ore: profitable to the Re able. 5.0 a S705. ie 0 
— 


» have. their deſired Effect upor nent.— 

Part, 1 Admire Huta) and aeg "ofthe 

Eigures, or the — of his Expreſſion: 4 
Tu Lapides * ego Wos N . . 


£ © * = - Tr 
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Vou have not duly conſidered this Subject; nor ſeen 
it in the proper Point of View, I have ſometimes be- 
held a Ship of War, feveral Leagues off at Sea. It 
ſeemed: to be à dim ciondy Something, hovering on the 
Skirts of the Horizon; contemptibly mean, and not 
worthy of a Moments Regard.— But, as the floating 
Citadel approached, the Maſts aroſe; the Sails ſwelled 
out; its ſtateh Form, and curious Proportions ſtruck 
the Sight. It was no longer a ſhapeleſs Maſs, or a 
Blot in the Proſpect, but the Ja/ter- Piece. of human 
Contriyance, and. the nobigl Spectacle in the World 
of Art. The Eye is never wieaty of viewing — 
ture, nor the Mind in contemplating its Uſes. 
Who knows, Theron; but this ſacred — 
wiſe, which You 'now look upon as a confuſe Heap 
o Errors may vety much improve, hen more doſe 
ly examined. May, at length, detome a wiſe and 
benign Plan; admiräbly fitte> 67 che Cenditibm of 
ä and pug worthy"of all Ac- 
.Ceptation. | 11 L t J321 4 
Dex. 11 bat what may happen, I. But 
ere ſeems to be very — Probability of ſuch a 


Change. Por, thangh' 1 a Opp Was 4 
moe Fight im my preſent C Jecttonis T am oy Jin- 
are, and t this Doctrine I am à vd Enemy. The 


Notion of a ſubſtituted and vicarious Righteouſneſs 
is abſurd even to common Senſe, #id to the moſtna- 
tural #nd/eafy Reflector of Men 
- "Aſp. It may not, my dear Friend, agree with be, 
natural: Apprehenſtons; nor fall in with the Pl 
voor We might have deviſed, for the Sa ation of 
| | Man- 


, 
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Mankind But this is the Voice of Scripture, and a 
Maxim never to be forgotten 3 G Q D's Thoughts rr 
ner cn νν Thoughts, nor bis Mays as aur Ways . His 


Rightean/neſs dt lite übe Aung Mountains,/ and bis. 


Juugmenta are lile the great Deep +: the former im- 
moveablegthe-atterynſearchable.« e. 


Der. The Mention of Mountains, puts me in 


Mind of what I was reading Yeſterday the keen 
Lrony, with which Abtmelcch's non. 
ſliſed the bluſtering Gaal: Thou: ſeefti the 
— as if they were — Hit bs 
— Ghacdomys 1 1 1 

Aſp. Happy for your — aery na is no Ar- 
gument. If a Jury was impanelled, to try me and 
my Doctrine, I ſhould certainly except agaitzſt Irouy. 
Generally, ſpeaking, He is neither a good Aan, nor 4 
true. And, ii I remember right, Vou Yourſelf eon- 
ſeptcd;to ſet Him aſide in this Debate. I ſhall there-; 
fore adapt ee amn en 


Farbe Motion, . ou fark able to common Senſe: 
4 which, I muſt beg Leave ta put a. 

was, I on, abſolutely beyond the Power 
of common Senſe, unaſſiſted by divine Revelation, 
to diſcover this Truth. I will grant farther, That 
this Bleſſing infinitely tranſcends, whatever common 
Senſe has obſerved, in all her Converſe with finite 
Thisgs But, if J have any the leaſt Acquaintanoe⸗ 


what is ſmart. abm; b Ms 


with common Senſe, I am very ſure, She- 204 moty: - 


She caingt. pronounce it an Abſurdity. To dus 

Rene, „ het aul 

1 Ad 
® Ifai. Iv. 8, + Pfl. Xvi. 6: + Jadg. ix. 36, 
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And to open the Cauſe a little, let me juſt obſerve, 
That GOD imputed our Sins to his S ON. Hebe 


elle could the immaculate' FE SUS'be puniſhed; s 


the moſt inexcuſable Tranfgreffor ?' Awake O Stord. 
againſt: y-Shepherd, and againſt the Man that is n 
Fellow, faith the LORD of Heft *. Is not this 
the Voice of a Judge, pronouncing. the Sentence, 
and authorir ing the Execution? Or rather, does it 
not deſeribe the Action of Juſtice, turning the Sword 
from Us, and ſheathing it in CHRIS Who, it 
why may He not ſtand in the fame Relation, with 
regard to juſtifying Obedience There is the ſame 
Reaſow for the one, as for the other. Every Atgu- 
ment in favour of the former, is ra cones 
ine behalf of the latter. 0 

Wer. I very freely grant, 4 CHRIST FE. 
SUS was puniſhed in our Stead; that his Death is 
the Expiation of our Sin, and the Cauſe of our Se- 
curity from penal Suffering. But thisz———-— aw 

Ap. Will undeniably prove, that Sin was imputed 
to ; "otherwiſe He could not truly ſuffer in our 
Stead, 3 puniſhed at all. And Im- 
«« putation is as reaſonable and juſtifiable in one Caſe, 
</as in the other; for they both ſtand upon one and 
ce the ſame” Foot; and for that Reaſon, He Wwho 
ce throws down one, throws down both.” I ſhould 
not have interrupted my Theron, only to introduce 
this Anſwer from an eminent Divine. Who adds, 
what ſhould be very ſeriouſſy conſideredʒ And 
< "therefore, whoever rejects the Doctrine of the Im · 
9 8 of our SAVIOUR's ——— 
Pei 


Tech. Affi. 7. 
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Man, does, by ſo doing, rejett the Imputation of 
% Man's Sin to our SAVIOU R, and all he 
<5» Conſequences of it. Or, in other Words, He 
e ho rejects the Doctrine of the Inputation, does, 


4 by o doing. * n — 4 


ce likewiſe 1 os © 


Ther. 3 of — Divines adi 


mant as He is, can hardly ale ws fe —— 
cim. n * „e Kin. 


Ap. I was in hopes, You would pay the greater 
n en. becauſe He is not in the 
2 4 — nate... to 


"£5846: - & * 7 £2} 24 „ 


| Ge 2 to obſerve farther, rh the Im: 
putation of CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs, bears an evi- 
dent Analogy to another great Truth of Chriſtianity. 
We did not perſonally commit Adam's Sin, yet are 
We chargeable with Guile, and liable to e 
nation, on that ; 


"Ther. How! . chargeable with Gull „ and U- 


5 able to Condemnation, on Account o Adam's 


Tranſgreſſion! This Poſition J muſt Me Thad 
Amme ſaid, I muſt abhor. None other could, in 
the Eye of Juſtice and Equity, be blameable for any 


_ Offence of our firſt Parents, but they oply, 


Aſp. So ſays Theron, but what ſays St. Paul 7 
This may be "he Voice of natural Reaſon, but what 
is the Language of divine Revelation? In whom, 


3 e pe 
Ter. 


* * . 8 a © hd * 


* Sravvor ow Salvation 5 deb, en 
Ale. Vor, I. 334. 
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Tt. The Words, if Nremember right, are ar 
that all have M . 20 ot 
*Fþ. In the Margin, they are tranſlated, as I have 
ated them For this Interpretation I might con- 
dend, as not in the lea incompatible whieh the ori- 
ginal Phraſe e, and us the 19 precifely ſuitable to 
che ſacred Argument. But I wave this Advantage. 
Let the Words run into your Mould; and the Tranſs 
lation take your Form. They are equally deciſive 
of the Point in Debate. — They aſſign the Raten, 
why Death came upon all Men; Infants themitives 
not excepted : | For that all have ſumned. © How? 
Not in their'own Perſon ; this. was utterly impoſſi- 
ble. But in that firſt grand Tranſgreſſion of their 
federal Head. Which, as it could not be actually 
committed by them, muſt, according to the Tenour 
of the Apoſtles" Arguing, be imputed to them. 
"Ther. Pray, vikht do Yap eta bythes elude, and 
to me unintelligible Phraſe, federal Head. 
b. I mean what the Apoſtle teaches, a 
| calls C.HRTST the focond Mont, and abe laſt Adam, 
— The fecond The 4% How? Not in a/numen» - 
cal Senſe. Not in Order of Time. But in this 
Reſpet— That, as Adam was a public Perſon, and 
ated in the Stead of all Mankind; ſo C1 &I1ST 
was à public Perſon, and acted in Behalf of all his 
People That, as Adam was the ri general Repre- 
REI of chin e ee 8 
| . 


Eq 0 Nas Rom. v. 18. Not to mention 


P 4 


the famous Diſtinction of 8 4 nun, nor the 
nll DNN ge 
v. 2, of this na 5 Where the 
5 — em is uſed in Apaſio's Senſe 
FI Cor. xv. 47. t 1 Cor. xv. 45. 


2 


Ou, many be dead—The Fudgment was by One to Can- 
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and the aft + there never was, and there never will 
de, any other — That, what they ſeverally did, in 


| this Capacity, was not intended to terminate in them- 


ſelves, but to affed as many as they reſpectively re- 

preſented. This is St. Paul's Meaning, and this 

is the Foundation of the Doctrine of Imputation. .. 
"Ther. If You build it on no other Foundation, 


than [our /own particular Senſe. of the Apoſtle's 


2 Era unſtable 
Senn. 


. I bund it upon Hine, and.T-deduce it frogs 
yours, Thiren—But I am far from reſting the whole 
Weight of the Cauſe, upon a /ingle Text. It is eſta- 
liſhed; again and again, in this fame Chapter, Nei- 


ther do I wonder at the Prejudices, which' You and 
Others may entertain againſt the Doctrine. It lies 


quite out of the Road of Reaſon's Reſearches : it is 
among the tootderful Things of GO D's Law. This 
the inſpired Penman foreſaw, and modelled his Dif- 
courſe accordingly. Like ſome ſkilful Engineer, who, 
though He makes the whole Compaſs of his Fortifi- 


ration ſtrong, yet beſtows peculiar and additional 


Strength on thoſe Parts, which He apprehends will 
be expoſed to the fierceſt Attack. So the wile, the 
divinely wiſe Apoſtle, has inculcated, and reincul- 
cated, this momentous Point: has inforced it. with 
all the Afiduity of Zeal, and confirmed. it by all 
the Energy of Expreſſion. F through the Offence of 


demmation — By one Man' Offence Death . reigned by 
One — By the Offence of One, Judgment came upon all 
Men to Condemnition *,—— That there may remain no 
Poſſibility, of miſtaking his Meaning, or of elud- 


Rom. v. 1 5, 16, 17, 18. 
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ing his Argument, He adds, By on & Man's Diſobe- 
e e 3 
Ther. Sin, I am e e 


ſometimes ſignifies Puniſhment. He farther! informs 
me, that We may be ſaid to:fin in Adam, not by the 


Imputation of his Diſobedience to Us, but by be- 


coming obnoxious to thoſe Sufferings N were 
due to his Sin. 4 


1 Af. Then the Apoſile's Reaſoning will fland in 
this Form; Death came upon all Men, for. that all 
baue fmned; that is, Suffering came upon all Men, 
- becauſe, all have ſuffered. A goodly Strain of Argu- 


mentation ſar an Unerring Writer to uſe But ſurg- 


Camaliels Pupil would diſclaim, much more would 
CHRIST'S Ambaſſador, ſcorn, ſuch weak and un- 
meaning Chicanery. He mentions Sin and its Pu- 


niſhment; but never hints, that they are intended to 


fighify one and the ſame Thing He all along main 
tains a Diſtinction between them; repreſents the for- 
mer, as the Cauſe of the latter. Judgment, Con- 
demnation, © Death are owing to Sin, Offence, Difobs- 
ence. It is by the Imputation of theſe,/ that We 
become obnoxious to thoſe —This Account clears up 
the Equity of that 'providential Government, which 
executes the-Sentence of Death, even on thoſe De- 
ſcendents of Adam, who have not ſinned in their own 
Perlsns. It allo illuſtrates the Procedure of that ſo- 
vereign Grace, which treats as righteous, and enti- 


| Yea to Life, even thoſe Believers in FESUS, who | 


Habe not obeyed in their own Perſons.— What ſays 
dur Church ” You have a great — Tor & 
of England, Theron. 


4 YL E N Der 
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© Ther. I have. But I fear, ay Ade has neither: 
ſo honaurable an Opinion of her Worſhip, nor ſo. 
Er 


Ready an Adherence to her Conſtitution. Oth 
wiſe, He would not ſo highly extol thoſe ambitious 
and canting Hypocrites the Puritans. Who were 
the moſt" inveterate Enemies of our excellent Eſta- 
bliſhment, amen utter Sub- 
verſion. 

- Aſp: As to the Puritans, You will do me the Ju- 
A e that I ſpeak only of their evan- 
gelical Tenets, abſtracted from all political Principles. 
—— As to myſelf, your Fears are friendly, but I 
truſt they are groundleſs. I would only aſk; Who. 
are to be deemed the moſt affectionate and faithful 
Sons of their ſacred Mother? — Thoſe, I preſume, 
who moſt cordially embrace her Dodtrines, and moſt 


dutifully ſubmit to her Precepts. By this Touchſtone 


let my Fidelity be tried. And ſor an immediate 
Tryal, be pleaſed to repeat her Ninth Article. 
Ther. I cannot ſay, that I remember the particular 
Mordi of any, though I have often read, and very. 
much * them all. . 
Ab. 1 wiſh, You would commit to your Memo- 
ry, four or five of the moſt diſtinguiſhed #, 
5 a valuable Treaſure, and contain the Quinteſſence 
of the Goſpel. 2 
Theſe are the Words * the Ninth Article. O- 
ce riginal Sin is the Fault and Corruption of every 
„ Man, that naturally is engendered of the Off 
« ſpring of Adam.” It is the Fault, ſays the pious . 
Biſhop Beveridge, and therefore We are guilty of it. 
* * „ 


with 
* Eſpecially, Anil DX, x. XI, AU, an. 


ALOE YL» 
with it. — Our: Homilies have. recourſe. 60. bn ſuch 
Palliatives, and qualifying Interpretations, . as my 
Theron's Expoſitor uſes, One of them aſſirms point 
blank, that in Adam all Men ſinned univerſally.” 
This ſeems to. be a Paraphraſe on the Text, whoſe 
Tranſlation You lately controverted, In what Senſe 
our great poetical Divine underſtood the ſacred Writer, 
is apparent from the following Words; which are 
ſuppoſed to have been ſpoken by Anaken 


himſelf; a | 
— Adam's . 
Makes guilty all his Sons . 


And from another Paſſage, eee 
ar bewailing his aggravated Miſery, and the 


ve Fun of his Sin, declares. 
1 — in me all” „ r i. 1 
Et: Pofterity flands curs d +” * | 11:59 


For my own Part I muſt confeſs, That, i the 
Tranſmiffion of original Depravity be granted, I 
know not how the Imputation of Adam's deſtructive 
ok poſtacy can be denied, If We had no, Concern in 

one, how could We be juſtly puniſhed with the 
Re ** — I fay puniſhed. For, to loſe the p Pe. 
Integrity of our Nature, and inherit a deprave 
| is at once a moſt deplorable Calamity; and 
4 mot terrible Puniſhment, — Corruption tranſmit» 
ted, and Guilt imputed, ſeem to be Doctrines in- 
2 75 connected. To allow the former, and re- 
the latter, is, in my Apprehenſion, to acknow- 
edge the * without admitting the Cauſe, 


N 2 1 
* Milton, B. III. 290. --4: B. X. 817. 
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: — 1 'Do make Us: Parties i in a Covenant, 8 
We did not agree to, can his be «u/table ?"T'o- ru 
Us for a Crime, which We never committed; cant 
this be merciful ? Surely, this is a flagrant Injuſtice, 
never to be aſcribed to the .all-gracious' G0. 100 A 
diabolical Barbarity, add Some, never to be men- 
tioned without the utmoſt Deteſtation, 1 
- Aſp. I ſee no Cauſe for ſuch a tragical O of 
Racbavity, ; nor indeed for any Complaint of Injuſtice. 
Not to inſiſt upon the Sovereignty of an 2315 
60, and his unqueſtionable Right to d5-what 
will with his own. - I would only aſk — Did He not 
condeſcend to tranſact with Man, not on the Foot 
f. abſolute uncontroulable Authority, but in the ho- 
nourable and deligh tful Way of a Covenant Were 
not the Ternis of this Covenant, perfeCtly eaſy, and 
wonderfully gracious ? . JVonderfully gracious : For, 
they propoſed a State of inconceivable and everlaſting 
Felicity * to Creatures, who were intitled to 0 Hap- 
pineſs; had not the leaſt Chim to ary Gbod; no, 
.not ſo much as to the Privilege of Exifente. Per- 
Fe eaſy : For, What was tlie Condition on Man's 
| Part? Not any rigorous Act of Duty, nor ſevere 
_ Courſe of Self-denial, but the free Enjoyment of 
Millions of Bleſſings and Pleafirres, with only the Pro- 
| hibition of one pernicious Indulgence. — Here then 
is made, on one hand, à Promiſe of the moſt ghori- 
vun, Reward, that G OD bimſelr cout give: and 
nothing required, on the other, but the ſmalleft Ex- 
. preflion of Allegiance, that Man himſelf could 122 
Ig is this er *. this OPT. 9 
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to Adam: but why ſhould Me be condemned for bis 
Violation of the Covenant? — Or how was füch 4 | 
Conſtitution of Things gracious," with reſpect ro 7 
Ap. Why condemned], Becauſe, We ſhould have 
been Partakers of the Benefit and the Glory, if He 
had perſevered in his Duty. To this, I preſume; 
None would object. And if they _ would nat to the 


- 


one, they ought not to the other. bn 
-. You aſk farther; -How tuss ſuch @ Conflitution of 
Things gracious, with: reſpect to Us? I anſwer ; Be- 
cauſe it was the mo? likely Means, to ſecure the Hap- 
pineſs of Us and all Mankind. Was not Adam, 
of all other Perſons, by far the beſt qualified to act 
as a general Head? He had a Perſection of Know- 
ledge, to diſcern his true Intereſt: a Perfection of Holi- 
neſs, to capacitate Him for Obedience: and a Per- 
fection of Happineſs, diſpoſing Him to Perſeverance. 
As None could have more eminent Qualifications, 
None could have /o many Obligations. His own eter- 
nal Welfare was at ſtake: the Salvation of his Fa- 
mily, of his Country, of the World, was depending: the 
Lives, the Souls, the verlaſting All of the whole 
human Race, were embarked on the ſingle Bottom 
of his Fidelity. Therefore, the Felicity of every 
Individual, that ſhould: ſpring from his Loins, was 
a freſh Motive to Vigilance, an additional Engage- 
ment to Duty . — As his Love to his Offspring was 
: * ders 500 9544 ws ab N 4 4 DIST 96 more 
Should an imagine Himſelf more cap 
pe vt han CO ws fo eee Ae 
PerfeRons of an innocent, holy, godlike Nature; I 
think, by this very Imagination, He begins to al; fall 
into Pride, — Should any Perſon ſuppoſe, That, 7 a 
1 | . WW 
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more refined, more exalted, more godlike than ours, 
al theſe Conſiderations. and Inducements muſt ope- 
rate upon Him, in their fulleſt Scope, and with the 
ſtrongeſt Energy. What an Entrenchment was here, 
to keep out Diſobedience, and ward off Ruin! An 
Entrenchment, deep as Hell; high as Heaven; wide 
as the whole Extent of the human Species. 
lere then I may venture to throw the Gauntlet, 
and challenge the whole World. Let the moſt pe- 

netrating Mind deviſe a Scheme, ſo wiſely and gra- 
cioully calculated to aſcertain the Succeſs of a proba- 
tionary State, If this be impracticable, then muſt 
every Mouth be ſtopped : No Tongue can have the 
| leaſt. Reaſon to complain: I, for my Part, ſhall 
think myſelf obliged to admire. the Benignity of my 
CREATOR's Conduct: and GOD may juſtly 
demand of all intelligent Creatures, What could 
FFF 
that I haue not done. 
- Eſpecially, when to all this We add, That the 
ſame ALMIGHT Y Being, who. appointed Adam 
to be our Repreſentative in the firſt Covenant, with- 
CHRIST. to be our Repreſentative in the ſecond 
Covenant, without ſtaying for our adtual Solicita- 
bien. enn * nen an the —— there 


View t to fm own "articular * notre He = — 
on faithful ; when Adam was not engaged to F idelity, 
a Regard to his own "and the Seton of all his 
Poſterity ; He ſeems to be juſt as wiſe as the Mariner, 
who perſuades Himſelf, That, though a 2houſand An- 
pe could not ſecure the FR in a Storm, yet one might 
ave an it ee. 

1 v. 4. 11 
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remains not the leaſt Shadow of Injuſtice 3 "but 
*Goodnels, tranſcendent Goodneſs, mines forth with \ 
the brighteſt Luſtre. $LI44 4 1441 

Ter. Goodneſs, Aſpaſia! This 9 90 in- 
hed. 2 EE ond to our 
Charge, We are damnable Creatures, the very Mo- 
ment We exiſt; and are liable to the Torments 
of Hell, even on Account of hir Diſobedience. To 
term this Goodneſs, is the greateſt of Paradoxes. 
To affirm it n pps 08 age hon 
| Baſpbewy | | 

- Aſp. Let Us be calm, my ling Friend, and . 
ſider the Caſe impartially. If it is not a real Truth, 
1 ſhall be as willing to relinquiſh it, as Yaurſelf, * 
Ils not Death, eternal Death, the Wages of 
Sin? And if of every Sin, then doubtleſs of arigi- 
nal Sin. Which is the Fountain, from whence alt 
the Streams of actual Iniquity flow ; or rather the 
Abyſs, from whence all the Torrents pour. — That, 
which could not be pardoned, but by the Humilia- 
tion and Agonies of 'G'Q D's adorable SON, 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to deſerve the moſt 
dreadful Vengeance. And it is affirmed, by an Au- 
thority which You-.will not diſpute, that For 
<< original as well as actual Sin, the Offering of 
« CHRIST is a Propitiation and Satisfattion *.” 

Does not St. Paul deliver it, as a Maxim in Divi- 
nity ? That, by the Offence of One, Adam He un- 
doubtedly means, Fudgment came upon all Men to Con; 
demnation+. The Import of the Words, together with 
the Connection of the Paſſage, lead Us to underſtand 
| — gre ny EET 
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port if the Murr? for, they. are doublet * to male 
mliem peculiarly ſtrong in their Signification : and uch 
Word, within the Compaſs of this very Epiſtle, is 
uſed in that awful Latitude of Meming'y . The Con- 
neftiin. of the Paſſage: becauſe, it ſtands! oppoſed to 
thatJuſtification'which is unto Life: This, We-are' 
ſure, includes the Idea of an everlaſting Duration. 
And ** r vapor q 00g rem; ml be leſs 
Extenſive?" nis af r of) W ten 
This Senſe is idly dene hind this Doctrine 
moſt peremptoril Herted, by our eſtabliſhed Church. 
What ſays the Book: of Homilies, when treating of 


the Miſeries conſequent upon the Fall ? * This fo 
6 great and miſerable a Plague, if it had only reſted 


ο Ham, who firſt offended; it had been much © 


4 eafier; and might the better have been borne. 
fut it fell not only on Him, but alſo on his Poſte- 
& rity and Children for ever; ſo that the whole 
“ Brood of Adam's Race ſhould ſuſtain the ſelf- ſame 
Fall and Puniſhment, which their Fore- father by 
< his Offence moſt juſtly had deſerved . Leſt any 
mould miſapprehend the Deſign of our Reſormers, 
and ſuppoſe the Puniſhment”to. conſiſt only of ſome 
bodily Suffering, or the Loſs of Immortality, it is 
added in the ſame alarming Diſcourſe; te Neither 
„Alam, nor any of his, had any Right or Intereſt 
*r at all in the Kingdom of Heaven; but were be- 
e come plain Reprobates and Caſtaways, being 
- & nya damned: "by the evenlalting Pains' bf 


&S 4% Us EF 1 „ I $ EP 4 K : 3 
| — er, p gre er see (ants 
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+ Rom. ii. 3. n 1 
4 Homily on the. Nativity of CHRIST. * 


DIALOGUE V 18 
- Leſt:You ſhould imagine, this might be written. 
under a Sally of haſty Zeal, or chat it is to be reckons. f 
ed among the doting Opinions of a credulous Anti- 


quity'; let me remind my Friend, That it is engraſt- 
ed into the Article. Thoſe Articles, which were 


agreed upon by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both 

Provinces; were conſented to by the whole Clergy 5 
and are, to this Day, the national Standard of our 
Belief. The Ninth Article, beginning with a De- 
ſcriptisn of our depraved Nature, ſubjoins an Aceount 
of its proper Deſert ; © In every Perſon born into 
«the World; ems gr WEE "Ru and Dam- 
| © nation *. een enn. Aab. ai" 


ber. "How miſerable wen is Marl. 


- Aſp; In Himſelf He is miſerable — K 
But a Condiction of this Miſery is the Beginning of all 
Happineſs. © The Valley of Achor is a Door of Hope +. 
Ther. Explain Yourſelf, Aſpaſio. r m to 
deal very much: . rr 


Wen . 


E-4 of a * 

| : - 4 
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„ Im peu 6k learned FO attempting to 
Heath the Sting of this awful Denunciation \\ attempting 
to prove, that the Words do not ſignify GO D's eter- 
« nal Wrath, and the Damnation of Hell.“ —I ſhall take 
no Pains to confute, what He is pleaſed to advance. I 
leave the Queſtion in the Reader's own Breaſt. Let Him 
diſeover, if He can, a different Meaning in the Sentence. 
Unleſs He has a pretty ſhrewd Knack at Sophifery, I am 
. perſuaded, He will find it a difficult Matter to give any 
other tolerable Turn to the Paſlage,—Surely, it muſt be a 
eat Reproach to our venerable Mother, if She delivers 
\ her Doctrine in Language ſo fallacious, as muſt neceſſa - 
rily miſlead the Generali of her Sons ; or in Terms 
ſo ahhlruſe, as even a good Underſtanding cannot ow 
Without ſome Proficiency in critical Le —_— 
mn mn 9 
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A. Such a Conviction would demonſtrate the ab- 
| ſoluts dufyfficiency of all buman Attainments, and all 
human Endeavours, to procure Life and Salvation. 
For, in caſe We could perform every Jot and Tittle 
of the divine La offend in no Inſtance; fall ſhort 
in no Degree ; | perſevere to the very End; yet this 
would be no more than our preſent bounden Duty. 
Not the leaſt Pittance of Merit could ariſe from all 
this. Much leſs could this be ſufficient to expiate 
original Guilt, or remove the dreadful Entail of the 
| primitive all-deſtroying Sin. - 21055! 

This, therefore, would moſt effetually prechude 
eee and ſweep away, at one 
Stroke, every Refuge of Lies *. It would lay Us under 
an immediate, a moſt indiſpenſible, and a happy Ne- 
- cafſity, of betaking Ourſelves to CHRIST. —I ſay 
happy Neceſſity; becauſe then We ſhould know, by 
Experience, what each Part of our LOR D's awful 
yet tender Declaration meaneth ; O Tfrael . Thou haft 
deſtroyed thyſelf; but in ME is thy Help + We 
ſhould then find, that as Sin and Miſery have abound- 
ad through the firſt Adam, Mercy and Grace have 
much. more abounded. through the ſecond. For, if We 
were rained by a Crime which We committed not, 
We are recovered by a Righteouſneſs which We per- 
formed - not. A Righteouſneſs, infinitely ſurpaſſing 
whatever We could have acquired; even though our 
Nature had been tranſmitted e eee 4 
Depravity, and exempt from all Guilt. > 

. Ther. In your Opinion then, . 
— — 9 a 
1 4 with ee 1c nf 
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'» Aſp. No, Theron. My Opinion is, that none can 
think Himſelf aggrieved, or have any Reaſon to com. 
plain, at that grand and beneficent Regulation, which 
ſuffers the ſiclly Taper to be obſcured ot extinguiſhed, 
but ſheds abroad the boundleſs and majeſtie Beams of 
Day. And if any Compariſon be made between the 
molt perfe&t human Obedience, and the everlaſting 
divine Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, it ſhould be 
A narpes nw and — 

4 

2 1 gde; myſelf — bach 
myſterious and wnaccountable Notions, They muſt 
puzzle Some: will . _ * cannot 


RY ny." , 


. * 1 That nba died — were 
undone by his Apoſtacy; cannot puzzle the ſumpleſt, 
if unprejudiced Mind.——Nor will it , Any, but 
the proud Philoſopher, or the ſelf-righteous' Mora- 
liſt.— And TI aſſure You, I ſhould not mention it, 
much leſs inſiſt upon it, did it not ſubſerve, and in 
a very ſingular Manner, the Purpoſes of Haliſiaatian. 
The Doctrine of a REDEEMER, obeying and 
dying in our Stead, is the very Hinge and Center of 
all evangelical Revelations : is the very Life and Sou 
of all evangelical Bleflings, This Doctrine is not a 
little illuſtrated, and is greatly en by 
the Imputation of Adam's Sin. „ alice ee, 
Cantraries, Lou know, caſt Light upon, — 
off each other, Winter and its ſevere Cold, makes 
Spring and its chearing Warmth, more ſenſibly per · 
ceived, and more highly pleaſing. Such an In- 
fluence has the preſent Subject, with reſpect to the 

vicarious Obedience of our MEDIATOR, The 


7 


z 
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more clearly We ſee the Reality of the ſormer, the 
more thoroughly We ſhall. diſcern the Expediency,, 
the Excellency, + the Glory: of the latter. The more 
We are humbled under the One, the more We ſhall 
rejoice," exult; - and triumph in the Other. —The 
— long Parallel, or rather forms a ſtrong 
Contraſt betwygen them, in the fifth Chapter to the 


Rimans. He ſpeaks copiouſiy of Adam's Guilt, im- 
puted to all Mankind for Condemnation and Death : 


that He may ſpeak the more acceptably, the more 
charmingly of CHRIS Ds Righteouſneſs, imputed 
to all Believers for. Juſtification and Life. In that 
dur Ground, He well knew, this faireſt lovelieſt | 
Flower of Chri/ttanity, appears with peculiar Beauty ;, & 
indeed with all the Beauty of conſummate Wiſdom, 

Pee 9. ** . E io 


Bs, 


"The. — . 6 Aug to me a Thing nod Je, 
that. one Man's Righteouſneſs ſhould be made Ano- 
ther's. Can one Man live by the Soul of Another? 
Or be learned by the Learning of Another Good 
Aſpaſio, never attempt to maintain ſuch palpable Ab- 
ſurdities. . will __ Chriſtianity to the Scorh 
of Infidels. 

Ap. If Infdelsſcof at this comfortable Truth, their 
Scoffing will be, like all their other Cavils, not che Vaite 
of Reaſon, but the Clamour of Prejudice, 

My Friend's Objection inſinuates, what We never 
aſſert; That the £/ence of this Righteouſneks j is "tranf- 
ferred; Which would doubtleſs be in Fact impoſſible 

as it is in Theory abſurd, —But | this. We, difavow, as : 

ſtrenuouſſy as You can oppoſe. Our R 'E DE E . 


ERS 


2 is 
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E R's Righteouſneſs is made ours, dee — 
by "Impiitation. The vety Terms We uſe, may acquit 
Us from ſuch a ridiculous Charge; às Imputation ſig- 
nifies A Placing to the Account One, what'is dong by 
Anither. Accordingly We believe, That the Ef- 
ſence of this Nighteouſneſs is CHRI SY, the 
Merit of it Ours: that CHRIST, and CHRIST 
alone, wrought it out; but that working it out, in 
our Stead, G OD imputes it to Us; GOP accepts 
Us for it ; accepts Us a much, asf We: had, in 
our own Perſons, performed it. 
© Ther. Not all your Refinements can reconcile me 
to this uricouth Notion. The Practice is unexampled, 
and abſolutely We yaa we ore of hc. 7 oo 
lite Juftice,” © ee, Lab 

App. Ah! my Theron, if We ſeek an Eraser 
GOD's unbounded Goodneſs, - amongſt the puny 
Proceedings of Men ; We ſhall be led into the moſt 
egregious Miſapprehenſions. To meaſure one of the 
Sparks on your Ring, and fancy We have taken the 
Dimenſion of the Alps or the Andes, would be; in 
compariſon of this Error, a ſmall Miſtake.” Since, 
between a brilliant Speck, and a Range of Moun- 
tains, there is ; ſome Proportion: but between human 
Beneficence, and this heavenly Bounty, there cannot 
poſſibly be any. — However, the all-condeſcending 
CREATOR has been pleaſed, ſo to diſpenſe his 
infinitely rich Grace; that We may find, though 
nothing parallel, "Aging correſpondent; yet "ſome 
faint Shadow of its Miner, among the Affairs of 
Mankind. Something, that may give Us ſuch an 
Idea of the ftupendous Subject, as a Glow-worm 
8 give of the Suns ira: in-caſe- W 


- - 
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had never beheld that magnificent Lominary. — This 
Remark I muſt intreat You to recollet, whenever T . 
attempt to elucidate the Myſteries of the Goſpel, by 
the Occurrences of common Life, © 

When your worthy Miniſter was diſabled, by a 

Rheumatie Diſorder, from attending on the Buſineſs 
of his Function, ſeveral of the neighbouring Clergy 
gave Him their Aſſiſtance. Was He not, by this 
vicarious Performance of his Office, intitled to all the 
Profits of his Living ?—lt ſeems therefore not fo un- 
exampled-a Thing, for one Perſon to act in another's 


Stead, And when a Service is thus diſcharged" by 


the Proxy, the Benefit may, according to the re- 
ceived Maxims of Mankind, accrue to the Principal.” 
Did not Jebu's Deſcendents, even to the fourth 
Generation *, reap the Advantage of their great 
Grandfather's Zeal ? Does not the Duke of 


enjoy the Honours and Rewards, won by the Sword 


of a victorious Anceſtor ?—And may not the whole 
World of Believers, with equal, with far greater 
Juſtice, receive Life and Salvation, on Account or | 
their all-deſerving SAVIOUR? Eſpecially, fince 


| He and They are one myſtical Body; EAR > 


ſuch in Scripture, and conſidered as ſuch by GOD, 
No, ſay You : this is contrary: to the Rules of 
diftributive Juſtice. —W hat is your Idea of a Surety ? | 
How Was the Affair ſtated, and how were Matters 
negotiated, : with relation to your generous Acquain - 


taner Pbilandur He, Vou know, was bound r 


an unſortunate Brother, who lately ſtepped aſide. 
Der. The Debt, by his Brother's — 5 
volved upon Philander. He was reſponſible for * 
and obliged to pay the whohs Ham, 


* 2 Kings x, 20. 


Aſp. 
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Ap. Was not his Payment as ſatigfactory to the 
Creditor, as if it had been paid in the Debtor's on 
Perſon, by the Debtor's * ng by we | 

Ther. Certainly. | 

_ Aſp. Was not the Debtor, bp: de e eg 
ment, — from all Fear of ages: and 

"Fer Mons 1 my 2 OY 

A. Apgly.chis Laden to the Manie 
ners by FESUS CHRIST: who is, in the ſa- 
_ cred Writings, expreſſy ſtyled A Surety . —-If Phi-- 
lander's A& was deemed, in the Eſtimation of Law, 
the Act of his Brother; if the Deed of the former 
was imputed, in point of Advantage, intirely to 
the latter; why ſhould not the ſame Effects take 
place, with regard to the divine Bondſman, and pr 
inſolvent Sinners? Why ſhould that be exploded in 
our Syſtems of Divinity, which is 5 
ted in our Courts of Juſtice?? 

Ther. Obedience and Rightcouſiahs. ave, in the 
Nature of the Things themſelves, perſonal Quali- 
ties, and only, ſo, Every Man is that only (and 
can be nothing elſe) which He is in Himſelf. - 
App. Righteouſneſs, as dwelling in Us, is un- 
doubtedly a. perſonal Quality; and Obedience, as 
performed by Us, comes under the ſame Denomination. 
But does this ſuperſede the Neceflity, or deſtroy the 
Exiſtence of imputed Righteouſneſs ? —= Your: firſt 
Propoſition is ambiguous. Let it ſpeak-diftiaely;; 
| Ma IYER Pr —— 
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: -» Buery Man is that only, (and can be nething ulſe) 
hic He is in Hinſelſ.— f 1 had never ſeen the 
Bible, I ſhould have yielded my ready Aſſent to 
this Propoſition. But, when I open the Old Te- 
ſtament, and find it written by the Prophet; In the 
LORD fall all the Houſe f | iſrael be juſtified *. 
Wen I turn to the New Teſtament, and hear the 
Apoſtle ſaying; Ye are complete in HI A, "who 45 
the Head of all Principalities and Powers +. I cannot 
concur with Theron, without - contradicting Revela- 
tion. raei, or the true Believer, is ſaid to be juſti- 
fed; and the Foundation of this Blefling is de- 
clared to be, not in Himſelf, but in the LORD. 
The Coloſſians are ſaid to be complete; which we 
are very certain, they were not in themſelves; and 


are expreſly aſſured, they were ſo in CHRIST ww | 


Hence it appears, quite contrary to my Friend's Aſ- 

CHRIST, which they neither have nor are in 
themſelves: . They hade, by Imputation, * Righte- 
aus in CHRIST they are, by this imputed. 
campiete before G O D. a Bas Sf 


I believe, your Miſtake — ncglatkcy/ | 


10 diſtinguiſh between inherent and imputel.— 
We never ſuppoſe, That 'a proſane Perſon is de- 
vout, or an intemperate Perſon ſober. This is 1 
:berent | Righteouſneſs —But We maintain, That the 
Profane and Intemperate, being convinced of their 
Iniquity, and betaking themſelves to the all-ſufficient- 
SAVIOUR for Redemption, are intereſted in 
the Merit both of his Life and of his Death. This 
is 2 Righteouſneſs. We farther affirm, That, 
* KA though 
® Iſai, Izv. galt ＋ Colo ü. 10. 
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fully accepted by G © D, for hs beloved S ff | 


Sake. - en . 
7 teouſnefs. 2 WN it} — 
. any privy pithatints, ns. 1 
ſupported Opinion: it is the clear and poſitive De- 5 
claration of Scripture. He ju/ifjeth, He abu 
from Guilt, He regardy as righteous, and trexws 
as ſuch- D f Upright, obedient, ſinleſ Chem 
tures? This were nothing extraordinary Noz aut 
He-juftificth tbe Ungody *, that believe in the LORD 
F&SUS, Imputing, as the Ground of this Juſtifis 
cation, RIES IE, nnen | 
nels to them. 

"Ther. L ü 6e Octalion for dh eis Dittes, 
and inivaphyect Subtittice;-in plain popular Diving. 
Hard Terms 5 
Head, but ſel dom improve the Heart. 

Ap. Why then do You oblige Us vo use — 
of them ? If ſome People uiſl and entangi the Reins, 
it behaves Others to clear them of the Embartals 
ment, and replace them in their due Order. Many 
Weitam, eicher from an artful Deſign, or (thodugh 
2 ſtrunge Inadvertence, have jumbled and <agfounds, 
ed thaſe two very different Ideas. Hence, they have 
ſtarted Qbjeftions to our Docdtine, which, the Mon 
ment You introduce this obvious Diſtinctian, vamiſia 
into Air. They fall into a Miſtake of their ng 
and then throw the Abſurdity upon Otherz. 

I am ao more fond of hard Terme, und ab- 
ftruſe * = n mme 

n | thinks 


1 q | * Rom. iv. The 
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think che Inſtance before Us ſo abſtruſe a Notion. 
Lam very certain, Vou are capable of comp 
-hending much higher and nicer Refinements, Ther 
— I muſt once again intreat You to babe 
the very material Difference, between inherent and 
imputed Righteouſneſs. The former expreſſes Sancti- 
Kication; the latter denotes Juſtification. By this, 
We 'are- reſtored to the Favour of GOD ; by that, 
We are made meet for his heavenly Kingdom. 
Let this Diſtinction, which is eaſy, which is ſcrip- 
tural, which is important, take place; and We 
may for the future diſmiſs, what you call, our me- 
taphyſical Subtilties. Our Diſagreement will ceaſe, 


my our Opinions tally. 

Der. I queſtion that, Aſþaſio, There are other 
Difficulties to. be got over, before I. can digeſt ſo 
crude an Opinion.—lIf we are juſtified by the Righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST, then the Us 3AM 
Which: juſtifies Mankind is already wrought out. 
Ap. And this You take to be a moſt enormous 
Falſhood.. © Whereas, I look upon it as a moſt 
delightful Truth. The Righteouſneſs, which juſti- 
fies finful Man, was ſet on foot; when GOD ſent 
forth" his SO.N from the Habitation of his Holineſs 
and Glory, to be born of a Woman, and made 
ſubject to the Law.—It was carried on, through the 
whole Courſe of our SAVIOUR's Life; in 
which He always did ſuch Things, as were 
to his heavenly FAT HER. -AIt was completed at 
that ever memorable, that grand Period of Time, 
when the bleſſed 7HMANUEL bowed his dying 
Head; and cried, with @ ſtrong triumphant * 
Ir 18 FINISHED, © 
N +4 | regia) Þ # 1 ; 
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the juſtifying Righteouſneſs was-to be wrought 
| be „ We could never bo truly and fully juſii- 
"Fed till Death ; till our Warfare was accompliſhed, 
and our laft Act of Obedience exerted. But how 
uncomfortable is this Opinion How miſerable would 
it render our Lives! And how directly does it run 
e ee eee A 
"Ther. Kol then with this pleaſing Sunmiſe, 
may not the Libertine ſay to his Soul 74 Saul, 
ce take thine Eaſe in the moſt indolent Security, 
< All my carnal Appetites, indulge Yourſelves with- 
ec out Reſtraint. Conſcience, be under no Solici- 
© tude to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godlily. For 
« the Work is done ; all dine to thine Hands. 
& Thou art like ſome fortunate Heir, whoſe . Pa- 
« rents have been ſucceſsfully induſtrious ; and have 
t left nothing to exerciſe the Dilicenca of their 
<« ſurviving Son, but only to polleſs the Inheri- 
<« tance, and live on Labours not his own.” _ ; 
Aſp. The Libertine, who only ſpeculates or dif. 
putes, may indeed abuſe the Dacirane of G 
But the Believer, who feels the Power of Grace, wi 
improve it to better Purpoſes, Where the former 
only fluctuates in the Underſtanding, ſuch deteſtable 
Conſequences may enſue. Where the latter operates 
on the Heart, it will always produce very 
Effedts, —Such a Perſon, from ſuch a Faith, will be 
ns more inclined to Inactivity or Licentiouſneſs ; than 
' our bufy humming Companions are inclined, by. 
dis ih Saha ll thoſe S 
2 to 


92 , ® 3 Cor, vi. 11, v 


X. » 
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to ſuep away their Hours in the Hive, And You 


hd ns 92 3 
ſwarming in December, clinging to an Jeicle, 
perling. themſelyes to gather Honey on che Swow 4 
2s to ſee 2 truly gracious Man, who ig dead to Sin, 
living amy langer therem * — Whoever, therefore, {0 
ſhamefully perverts ſo feet and glorious a Doctrine, 
is a Witneſs againſt Himſelf, that He has neither 
Lot nor Portion in the ineſtimable Privilege. If an 
Animal fuck Poiſon from the moſt wholeſome Herbs, 
We are ſure, from that infallible Indicationg- it is the 
IE (2 eee 
ble and induſtrious Bee. | 

Der. Ten e {know at e e en 
that Dbarine Wert, much leſs can I recortiment it 
as wholeſome; which renders Repentance, perſonal 
| Reforinatian, and inhereft Rectitude nieedieſs. And 
if your Tenet is once received, all theſe Duties may 
fairly be diſtniſſed. F 
yet it would be pernicious. 

p. The Prophet was — Mind: They 
 ſoall lick on Him, whom they have pirreed, and mourn N. 
Sinners hall look, by Faith, to their crucified 

LORD: /ſhall ſee him faſtened with Nails to the 
curſed Tree fee Him ſtabbed to the Heart by the 
bloody Spear. And remembering, that this was the 
Puniſhment. due to their Provbcations; telieving, 
that by this Puniſhment, they are freed from all pe- 
nal Sufferings, and intitle to all ſpititual Meffings : 
they ſhall, not be tempted to tranſgreſs, but intited 
to mourh.; not play the Profligate, but act the Pe- 
nitent.— The Apoſtle exactiy agrees with the Pro- 
phet; 


Rom. vi. 2. 7 Zech Xi. 10. 
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phet 3- and both are diametrically oppoſite to my 
Friend; . The Goodneſs, the tranſcendent and amazing 


Goodueks of O P our SAVIOUR, inftedd of d. 


verting from, Ladeth to Repentance v. ne 

Far from ohſtructing, it powerfully promotes, 
gr ſang] Reformation. For thus faith that all-wiſe 
Being, who intimately knows our Frame, and diſ- 
cerns what is moſt effectual to work upon our Minds; 
The Grace of. GOD, which bringeth Salvation, hath 
appeared ; teaching Us, that denying all Ungadlineſs and 


warldly Lifts, We ſhould true faberly, righteaufly, and 


 gadiily in this preſent evil Forld f. Grace, Vou ob- 
ſerve, even that gloriouſſy free Grace, which bring- 


eth Salvation to unworthy Creatures, is a Diſſua- 


ſiwe of all. Vice, and an Encouragement to _ 
Virtue. 

n how can A e 
needleſs by imputed Righteouſneſs ? Is Health ren- 
deted inſignificant, by the Abundance of our Riches? 
Does Eafe become ſuperfluous, through the Beauty 


of aur Apparel ? Holineſs is the Z7:a/th of our Souls, | 


and the Eaſe of our Minds. W ungovern- 
able Paſſions create keener An Brood of 
Vipers gnawing gur Baſoms. n wha) are 
a mare intolerable Nuiſance, than Swarms of Lo- 
cults. infeſting our Abodes. To. regulate thoſe, and 
to reſtrain theſe, can never be needleſs, till Comfort 
and Sorrow change their Properties; till the diabali- 
cal 1 equally Ledde with the Di- 
vine. 

Ther. The Believer, inked, out of mere Gene- 


wy, mey if He ole it Vets x Has 
en 8. 4. t Tit b. 1, 2, 


- eres >+:; e 
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of his om. But his main Intereſt is ſecure without 
. them. —A 
App. Rather, Theron, He muft out of Duty, He 
out of Gratitude, and from the ne Diſpoſition 
of his Nature He cannot but, add to his Faith Works 
of Righteouſneſs. 

How runs the heavenly Edie, in this Caſe — 
ad provided? T will, That they who have believed in 
GOD, be careful to maintain good Works * —Haw 
beats the Pulſe of a believing Soul ? You may feel it, 
in that truly generous Demand, made by the Pſalmift - 
Hhat fhall I render unto the LORD for all the Bene- 
fits, that He hath done unto me +? A grateful Heart 
wants not the Goad, but is a Spur to itſelf. Ho 
leans the Biaſs of his Nature? He is new born; 
created in CHRIST FESUS unto good Works ;, 


his Delight i is in the Law of the LORD |. And 
whatever is our ſupreme Delight, We are ſure to pro- 
ſecute ; and proſecute with Ardour. Wie cannot but 
ſpeak the Things which We have ſeen and heard d, was 


the Profeſſion of the es Dang if applied to 
* 1 W * * praftical 


5. ii. 8. The e Word eee has a 
Beauty and an Energy, which, I believe, it is impoſſible 
for our L to preſerve, by any literal Tranflation. 
It implies, That a Believer ſhould not only be exerd/ed = 
in, but eminent for, all good Works mould Few Others 
the Way, and oz:trip them in the honourable Race: be * 
both a alters, anda Patros of univerſal Godlineſs. 

Pſal. exvi. 12. 1 Eph. ii. 10. Pſal. d 
| & Cannot 5 This is an xpreſſion, uſed. y the Apo- 
— — WW 2 It . — the 2 and habitual 

eir zew Nature. the compaſſionate _ 

Powels cannot but yearn at Spectacles of Miſery : as the 
Sigh of a Heart cannot but dilate he Pleaſure, at the” 
A $ now Creature in 
ene 


— 
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pratical Godlinefs, is the Experience of the Chri- 
fan. [f 8011 | 
Nor can his main Intereſt be ſecure without a holy 
Obedience. Becanſe, the Judge of the World, at 
the Day of eternal Retribution, will declare to the 
Workers of Iniquity; I never knew You ; depart from 
me *,” Becauſe Holineſs, though not the Cauſe of 
our Admittance to the beatific Viſion; is ſo necellary . 
a Qualification, that without it no Man hall fee the 
LORD f. Without it, there is no Acceſs to Heaven, 5 
neither could there be Any N in Heaven. 


* 


1 


The: Pray, recollect Yourſelf, Aſpaſio. — 
to the Tenour of your own Illuftration, the Neceſs 
ſity of perſonal Obedience is evidently vacated. For, 
how can the Law demand a Debt of the Principal, 
which has been fully diſcharged by the Surety ? 

Aſp. We are no longer under a Neceſlity of obey- 
ing the Law, in order to eſtabliſh our Juſtification, or 
lay the Foundation for our final Acceptance. We 
are nevertheleſs engaged, by ſeveral other indiſpenſs= 
ble Obligations, to regulate our Converſation accord» 
ing to thoſe ſacmd Precepts. Becauſe—this — 
moſt authentie Proof of our Love to the graci- 
ous R EDEEMER ; If ye Love me, heep my 
Commandments f. — This is an infallible Evidence. 
of our Union with that | exalted Head; He that 
por ene RS 19 COT 

— 8 * | O4 


chr. cannot but defire e 


3 . ever b 5 Ob. 8 


© aj, vi. 23 4 Heb. xi, 14. 4 Jaky ah. 15 


much 


” #7 > ² . — u ⁵¾— Wy — — es — A aw. * PPP — 0 * * 
* 


n which is in Heaven 1. 
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much Fruit *.— This is the anvariable and the moi 
effectual Method, of adorning + our Profeſſion, and 


its divine Author; Let your Bighit jo-fbine 
Ihre Men, eee ene 


Do Ve then make void the Law, through Faith in 


| as imputed Righteouſneſs. of our LORD ?— The 
© Apoſtle ſhall reply.” And He replies with a kind of 
_ "zealous Abhorrence; GOD forbid /-—Not content 
to deny this falſe Inſinuation, He maintains the very 


Revere ; Yea, We eftabliſh the Law . Conkidered 


as the original Covenant of Life; We provide for its 
Honour, by the perfect Obedience of CHRIST, 


Conſidered as an invariable Standard of Duty; We 
"enforce its Obſeryance, by the wok moons, Wide 


72 and endearing Motives. 


Ther, Should We admit this DoQzins, Mankind 
could no longer be conſidered as in themſelves, and 


© flely-in themſelves accauntable-Creatures, Nor would 
the future Judgment be an equitable Diſtribution of 


Rewards and Puniſhments ; but only. GO D's-aw- 


ful and uncontroulable Execution of bs — 
tuaty and irreverſible Decrees, 1 


Aſp. 1 have never been en to bandes 
Mankind, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, as account- 


able ſeluy in themſelves, Becauſe, in this comforta- 
8 Ils and benign Scheme, a MEDIATOR inter- 
venes; undertakes to anſwer: for bis People; and 


on the Gbg//y/ament r Fan- Ware Viaaa- 


countable 


9 10 2 
ee Nee eee pan, 
| ornamercal, ae Wok, Ta, il . _— 


ol Matt, w. 16. : | Rome i. 31. $ Bol x . 


great High-Prieſt, would be ſet aſide ; and ha. S. 


thoſe, who reject 
FESUð], and refuſe to depend on. hia -conſurnmate 
—— are left to ſtand ar fall, accotding to 
the Iſſue of their on Obedience. If Believers, on 
the other hand, are accepted through their maſt 
meritotrious REDEEMER ; but rewarded with 
higher or inferior Degrees of Felicity, in proportion 
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countable ſolely in Ourſelwes, CHRIST a ous 


fice, as a Propitiation for Sin, he aſ none Effet. 


Why may not the future Judgment, be an equita- 


ble Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments ? If 
the Atonement, of the dying 


to che Sanctity of their Nature, aud: Uſeſulneſs of 
their Lives. I ſee nothing arbitrary in this Procedure; 


but an admirable Mixture of juſt Severity, and free 


Goodneſs On thoſe, who reject the Atonement; 
eee A VOTER; 
ty men 

The The Obedience of CHRIST was wholly 
| duefor Himielt therefore could not mana 
re $44 

Agb. A bold Allnions his] Whoever 9 
goal, will undoubtedly. overthrow my Opinion; 


and, at the ſame Time, deſtroy all my Hopes, But 
| en Theron, it is not your real Sentiment. 


Could it then be Matter of Duty in the * 


SON, to! be born. of a Woman z. and in the LOR B 
of Lords, to become the Servant of all? Could it 


2008 Matter of Duty in the K LN G of Glory, to em- 


_ was Matter of Duty, the ever bleſſed 


% 


brace the Infamy of the Croſs ; and-i in the PRINCE 
of Life, to pour out his Soul unto Death If all this 


n 3 it ? Who can believe it 7) vis 


Den : no 
| | #s {th | 


ESUS 


1 
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che acknowledged Character of very One, Who does 
no more than is his Duty to do *. 3 teu van? 
Der. Not fo faſt, my Friend. Remember what 
the Scripture aſfirms. CHRIST is ſaid to receive 
a Commandment, and be ſulject to the Law : —— 
which Expreſſions evidently imply Duty: 
fp. In order to eaten: 
Son of GOD ſubmitted Himſelf to the Authority 
of the Law; and became obedient to its Precepts. 
But, this was his own ſpontaneous Act; the Matter 
of his free Choice; to which He lay under no Man- 
1 Obligation, till He engaged to be our Surety.” 
Being in the Form of GOD; He was Lord of 
me Law ; and no more ſubject: to its Commands, 
than obnoxious to its Curſe. Nevertheleſs, He tot 
han Him the Form of a Servant; and was made under 
the Law, Wherefore? Dat He might obtain ever- 
laſting Life and Glory for Himſelf ? No; but that 
He might redeem thoſe who. were under the Law +. 
From which it appears, that both — 
and his Obedience were, not for Himſelf, but ſor his | 
Pegple. Therefore-the Prophet cries out, with | 
Exultation ; 7 Us,e Child is born; To Us a Son is © 
given ! His incarnate State and human Nature, to- 
gether with all that He did and ſuffered in both, were 
for Is: thoſe as. 
to gur Advantage. oll 105 lb 30 i a0 180 i 
| Wi v TTY 445 [a0 319% wa Lins, 10 YN h Let * 
2 n 1 alt WW $297 ical {2 1is11334s-40 Y 
Luke xvii. 10. re N 
T 2 Bad, þx. 3 2 Kauen Es ee in Pace 5 
"ommnes ſeitrunt, noftro Bono * ; 
Commodo natum + ue Puerum Imperatorem. 
. Vitringa in loc. 
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Let Us conſider this, and be amazed, and be 


charmed. The great univerſal: LORD vouchſaſes 5 
to pay univerſal Obedience What Condeſemſion was 


Here !|—He vouchſafes to pay it, for Us Mn 
for our Redemption! What Goodneſs was this? 

Ther. Before We indulge the devotional — 
We ſhould take Care that our Devotion is founded 


on rational Principles. Otherwiſe it may prove, like 


the Flaſh of a Sky · rocket, tranſient and momentary. 


Aſp. For this, I think, there is a ſolid Foundation 
in Reaſon, as well as Scripture. As ſoon as the Man 


CHRIST FESUS was united to the Second Per- 
ſon of the TRINITY, He muſt have, by vir- 


tue of that Union, an unqueſtionable Right to ever- 


performed, in conformity to the preceptive Part of 


the Law, He performed under the Character of a 


public Perſon : in the Place, and for the Benefit of his 
ſpiritual Seed. That they might be — Mb 


and juſtified by it. 121 F': 04.3 uu n 

Ter. Be it ſo: — inthveſted\-iy 
CHRIS Ts Righteouſneſs. Pray, is He intereſted 1 
in all, or only in Part —If in al, then every Be- 
liever is equally righteous, and equally to be re- 
to an allowed Maxim, 


warded. Which is 
That there will be different Allotments of Happineſs 
in the heavenly World.—If in Part only, how will 


You aſcertain the Degree? What Proportion belongs 
to this Perſon, and what to the other? Either vs 


* * 
a „ Sv * * 6 of 


„ 


laſting Liſe and Glory. Therefore, He could be un- 
der 0 Neceſſity of obeying, in order to procure either 
Honour or Happineſs for Himſelf. But all that He 


$1 


= 
— — —— — 
— by K = 
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--Aſp+. The Reply to my Theron's Inquiry, is cafy ; 
and the Embarrafiment He mentions, is but imagi- 
naty. Every true Believer is intereſted in all 
CHRIST's Righteouſneſs ; in the 2whot Merit of 
his ſpotleſs Nature, of his perfect Obedience, and ex- 
piatary Death. Leſs than the Whole, would be un- 
available. Whereas, the m — 
Nala Juſtiße tc. 

= ——— 
muſt undoubtedly remember the very peculiar Struc- 
ture of the Ear. Other Parts of the Body are pro- 
greſſive in their Growth. Their Bulk is proportioned 
t the infantile, or manly Age. But the Organs of 
Hearing, I have been informed, are preciſely of the 
ſeame Size, in the feeble Infant, 1 confirmed 
Adult. Juſtification likewiſe, being abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to a State of Acceptance with GO D, is, in 
every Stage of the Chri/t;an Courſe, and even in the 
firſt Dawn of fincere Faith, complete. With regard 
to the Exiftexce of the Privilege, there is no Differ- 
ence-* in the Babes, the young Men, the Fathers in 
CHRIST. The Perception, the Aſſurance, the 
1 en 1 may increaſe. 


br N But 
. 2 q 
£ * Toe ms Pap Se k cele- 
7 ra VI 5 as iter 8 
2 have A Vie All are juſtified ali 1 
4 Truth of Faith juſtifying, not the Meaſure.” juſtifica- 
= « tion therefore is the ſame in All that beheve : coat 
< their Belief be. in different So, once in the 
6. Willerueſe, all gathered not Manna ; in the ame 
«* fare ; yet, w 9 all came to meaſure, they kad al 
nnen 5 N 
- | — Lightfoot, Vol. II. * 1052. 


rr. 
1 
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But the ys — id n. « — 
US}: td: 5 OM S200 65m. ior 
The various —— — 

for the various Degrees of future Glory. And not 
account for them only, but render them rea- 
ſonable ; and, according to our Apprehenſion of 
Things, unavoidable.—As to ſettling the Priperts 
We may fafely leave that to the SUPREME 
| Heavens with: a Span, and fetteth = Gompa/s ap f 
SN ——-ꝛ —ͤ— this 
Particular. 

Toer. The Organs n ee e 
ciſely, are very nearly,. of the ſame Bulk, in the 
Babe and the Man. They acquire, from advancing. 
Years, ſcarce any Thing more than an Increait of 
Solidity. So that I make no ObjeQion. to n. 
luſtration, but only to your Doctrine. 

If CHRIST has done all, and we — 
to his whole Merits only by believing; to be ſaved 
muſt be the eafie/t Thing in the World. Whereas, 
the Bible repreſents Chriſtianity, as a ſharp Warfare, 
a State of Wreſtling, a Courſe of Striving. In good 
Truth, Mals, You prophecy pleaſing Things. 
Divinity is not your Profeſſion ; or elſe, I ſhould 
number You-among the ſmooth, emollient, do- 

* ny Doctors.“ Fer, according te che Articles of 
your Creed, en more Difficulty in leur 
Heaven, than in niſing from our Sent. 

A 
Rai, is, I acknowledge, a very caly Matter. Tt 
. _ may, it muſt exiſt, whenever there is a tolerable Ca- 


pacity for — and a _ rr | 


dence. 


Aﬀent e all we Prineiptte f 


; 

? 

+ 

q 

* 

: 

5 

q 

, i 
2 
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lowers ?—The Carpenter's Son, replied the Chriſtian, is is mak 
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dence—Phis notional Faith forced its Way into the 
Breaſt of S520 the Sorcerer * and extorted a Con- 
_ fon from the dying Lips of Julian + the Apoſtate. 
Aeſiſtible as the Stroke of Lightning, terrible alſo 
as its fiery Glare, it flaſhes Conviction into the very 
Devils. Eren 'thoſe manetker an ae and 
treinble t. 

But the Faith, wits far from" rſt in ba 
lation, exalts the Defires ; regulates the Paſſions; and 
reſines the whole Converſation — the Faith which, 
according to the expreſſive Language of Scri . 
purefies' the Heart; overcomes the World; and ſets the 
Aﬀettions on Things" above — this truly noble and tri- 
umphant Faith, is no ſuch eaſy Acquiſition, This 
is the Giſt of an infinite Benefactor: the Work of x 
divine Agent. Called, therefore, by way of ſuper- 
eminent Diſtinction, Faith of the Operation of GOD |. 

Becauſe, G O D himſelf, by the effeftual Working 
of his mighty Power, ans <P gn human Soul. 


v N 
# + . : 1 * f 


* 8 4 » A Fay pc: 13 +8 5.4 E. 71 

.+ Ie is: W in Reelefiatticnt | Hitory, Tha, when 
the Emperor Julian was ſetting out upon his Parthian 
ition, He threatened to 1 the Chriſtians 
with the utmoſt Severity, as ſoon as He returned victori- 
ous.—Upon this Occ on, Libanius the Rhetorician, with 
an inſulting Air, aſced one of them; What the 
ter's Sen aba deing, while ſuch a Storm over bis Fol. 


pp a for your Emperor, —The Event proved the An- 
we ic. For, in an — with , 

— the wretched Apoſtate was mortally. wounded; 

and cried, with his expiring Breath, Yicifti, O Galilee! 


I wanguiſhed, O Galilean! Thy Right-hand hath the 


Pre-eminence / 


"as. *# 


> 2 Jam, ii. 19. Col. ii. 12. 
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The Exerciſe of this Faith, I would e 
to an active Gentleman, riſing from his Seat büt 
rather to a ſbip-turected Mariner, labouring to bin 
ſome Place of Safety, He eſpies a large Rock; that 
reats its Head above the boiſterous Flood. To this 


He bears away, and to this He approaches: butz 
whirling Winds, and daſhing Waves, drive Him 
back to an unhappy Diſtance. — Exerting all his 
Strength, He advances nearer ſtill; and attempts to 
climb the deſirable Eminence. When, a ſweeping 
Surge interpoſes, and drenches Him again in the rol - 
ling Deep.— By determined Efforts, He recovers the 
Space He had loſt. Now, He faſtens on the Cliff, 
and has almoſt eſcaped the Danger. But, there is 
a Numbneſs i in his Limbs, that He cannot main - 
tain his Hold; and ſugh an impetuous Swell in che 
Ocean, that He is once more diſlodged, and plunged, 
afreſh into the raging Billows,—What can he do? 
His Life, his precious Life, is at ſtake. He muſk. 
renew, ſtill renew his Endeavours. And let Him 
not abandon Hitnſelf to Deſpair. The MASTER 
ſees Him, amidſt all his fruitleſs Toil. Let Him cry 
earneſtly, LORD, ſaue me I periſ and HE, 
who commandeth the Winds and the Waves, will 
be ſure to put forth his Hand, and reſcue Fi Ha. 
the devouring Waters. 

Such, my Friend, ſo painful, ſo affidutus: arvichs 
Struggles of Faith; before it can reſt,” in peaceful” 
Security, on the Roct of Ages, CHRIST FESUS... 
Of this You, may, ſome Time or other, be aſſured, 
not only from my Lips, rr 
nee. 
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2 Ther. Whae way happen in ſome future Period of 


Tune, is beyond my Power to foreſee, At preſent, 


Las apt to think, We muſt put a ſtop ta the theo- 


logical Lecture. Don't. You remember - our En» 


gagement with Altinaus !? And You will own, that 


Punctuality in performing our Promiſes, is at leaſt a 
n. if it de not a chriſtian Grace. 
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EE $P4810' 8 Abbie called Him to Fl 

£ = don. He ſtaid in Town a few Days : 
o but as ſoon as Buſineſs was finiſhed, he 
2 quitted *the City, and haſtened to his 
* Friend's Country- Scat. Upon his Ar- 
rival, He found ſome agreeable Company, that came 
on purpoſe 9 ſpend the Eyening. with the Family. 
This Incident prevented the immediate Proſecution 
of their Subject.— As the next Morning proved mi- 
ſtty, and unfit for walkin abroad, Theron wm 
Aſpaſio to paſs an Hour i in bis Study, 

It was ſituate at the "Wide $M a large Gallery: 


which, while it conducted the Feet to a Repoſitory 


of Learning, interpoſed between the Ear, and -all 
the Diſturbance of domeſtic Affairs. So that You 
are accommodated with every Thing, that may re 
gale a ſtudious Mind; and incommoded with nothing, 
that may interrupt a ſedate Attention.—Aſpaſio readj- . 
ly conſented to the Propoſal ; but defired, firſt, to 
take a Turn in this beautiful Oblong, and divert 
Himſelf with the D ecorations of the Place, We 
Vo. © P 4. 
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Ne of and 
true Delicacy of your W F105 wept peru. 


nent and frivolous Exhibitions. of romantic Tales, or 


| poetic Stories, Here, are no indecent Pieces of Ima- 


gery, that tend to corrupt a chaſte, or inflame a 
wanton Fancy;—On the contrary, I an preſerited - 
with a Collection of Maps, accurately drawn by the 
moſt able Hands; and ſeveral remarkable Tranſac- 
tions of Antiquity, moſt eloquently told in the Lan- 

of the Pencil. — You have happily hit that 
grand Point, which the Gentleman of Refinement, 
as well as the Author of Genius, ſhould ever keep 


in View—The Union of the Haug with the . 


Hghefud * cee oh 
Ther. Indeed, my Afpafio, I have often been Alf 
appointed, ſometimes even ſhocked, in the Gardens, 
the Porticos, and the Walks of ſome modern Virtu- 
off, Their Pourtraits and Statues are little elſe, but 
an Aſſemblage of elaborate Trifles. Txion ftretched 
upon the Wheel, or Phaeton precipitated from the 
Chariot. Apollo ſtringing his Lyre, or Jupiter (T beg 
his ſupreme Highneſs's Pardon, for not giving Him 
the Precedence in my Catalogue) beſtriding his Eagle, 
and balancing his Bolts.—Pray, where is the Advan- 
tage of being introduced to this fabulous Tribe of 
Gentry? What noble Idea can they awaken, or what 
Valuable Wm leave upon the Mind ? The beſt 
| We 


— + Onne tal Ede, 2. miſt Unih b.. Fe 
Hom. 


way: 

This * Wei can eat "ith, 
— But, when the Painting and Sculpture, 
inſtead of cultivating Virtue, and improving our Mo- 
rals, ate calculated to be the very Bane of both 
will You call this an elegant Entertainment? No; 
tis a Nuiſance. Tis @ Peſt. — In the Statues, I 
grant, every Dimple ſinks, and every Muſcle ſwells, 
with the exacteſt Propriety, The Countenance is 
animated with Life, and the Limbs are ready to ſtart 
into Motion.—The Picture, I am ſenſible, is as high- 
-ly finiſhed as the Effigy. The Diſtributions. of Light 
and Shade moſt artfully adjuſted. The Diminutions 
of the Perſpective true to a Nicety. Nor can any 
: Thing exceed the eaſy Flow of the Robe, unleſs it 
be the graceful Attitude, and almoſt ſpeaking Aſpect, 
of the principal Figure. — But, is this ma/terly Exe- 
cution an Equivalent for the moſt malignant Effects? 


For ſullying the Purity of my Fancy, and poiſoning 


the Powers of my Imagination? 


Is it an Indication of the Owner's judicious. Tale, 
ity of Features in the hammered 


to preſer 
Block, before orderly and harmonious Affections in 
his own Breaſt? Does it beſpeak a refined Diſpoſition, 
or a benguolent Lemper, to be ſo extravagantly ena- 


moured with the Touches of a laſcivious Pencil; as 
to expoſe them in the moſt frequented Paſſages, and 


obtrude them on every unwary Gueſt ? — Surely, 

this can create no very advantageous Opinion of 
a Gentleman's intellactual Diſcernment, Much lets 
can it raiſe an amiable Idea of his moral! Charac- 
P 2 | ter, 


8 . 


r 
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2 ®, 1 ” ſuch Occaſions; Fam ſtrongly tempted ta 
fuſpect, That real Honour is a Stranger, where com- 
mon Decency + is wanting. „ 
As for the Artiſt, | One can hardly forbeay exdcfat- 
ing his hateful Polly, 'who could proſtitute ſuch fine 
Talents to ſuch infamous Purpoſes. Deteſted be the 
Chizzel ] that teaches, though with inimitable Dex - 
terity, the cold obdurate Marble to inkindle diſſolute 
Affections. Abhorred be the Pencil h that males no 
Scher Uſe of the moſt lovely Colours, than to pol- 
Jute the Canvaſs, and inſnare the Spoctator :- 
It is argued; E know, that many of i thoſe Pieces 
An be completeſt Models extant. — An»everlofting 
*Reprotich this to the Art: but no Apology for the 
Performances. Since; the more nicely they are ene- 
keuted, , * OY 4 * ane It 


* 'Tis Pity, but the Advice of 3 at Me: 
ſter of elegant Taſte, and polite Manners,” was received 
as a Standard of Regulation, by all our Conngifſeurs in 
the fine Arts. In primis provideat," nt Ornamenta" dium 
_ Hortorum Vitium  andicent ind Moribus. De 


F A Gentleman, cpr ſome groſs Indelicacies of 
this Kind, at the Seat of 4 Perſon K DiſtinQion, Wy 
acutely (and, J believe, too juſtly) ſaid; 65 


i Pau gr are the Gibbet of his "A 


2 Thope, it will not be choaght improper T with, with, it 
Was eh needleſs; to animadvert 
Which is, not only a Reproach to our — — Aer, 
but an Inſult upon national Decorum. The Practice of 
expoſing to 5.—5 View, and offering to public Sale, 

fuch ſhameful Prints 3 à8 are fitted only to awaken heen- 
r cheriſh! the a er ag 
ene = ff 
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. 
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Fig! A. gut let me. aſk. the, 1 ingenious. 
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ftrikes tho ſurer, and {inks the derper. It dreſſes De- 


f Trede 8 and 2 I CLIO 
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It is ente Aunbdiiny: Ahe ade alb:my 
ene eee that the Beholder may 
Jearn ſome valuable Len in Morality, or be remind : 
ed; of ſome : important; Event in Hiſtory: may find, 
even in the Scenes of his Amuſement, ding © as 


Ak h. Virtues ringe hia Knowledges 

DH #58 Eh * The- 
e 

© Such. Spectacles are a Species of 9 17 Poiſon 


And: can the Poiſon. be Pe 


8 at the, Eye, inſtea ge 722 ap 


| Becavſe it tends more immediately to debauch the Morals, 
and bat remotely to deſtroy the-Conſtitution? — Ns, Won- 

1 ſo many of Turn are corrupted. and ſo many 
Rab 


beries co A ts ſuch r Ted 


Lewaneſs, are ſuffered inflame, t chem with, I 


Habituate them tg I den 5 
Another very indecent Cuſtom has unaccountably ſtole, 
its Way, into ſeveral Performances of Genius and Ele- 


ance. . The Cuſtom, I mean, of repreſenting the Mayes, 
e Graces, and other — iy the Form 


of beautiful Ladies, partly, if not intirely, naked. 
-*Tis.trug,; here are no looſe, Adventures; ng immadeſt 


Geſtures ; nay more, the Artiſt expreſſes his own, and 

conſults yow-Modeſty, by 3 ou with a Poſition 
in-Rrafile, hy the Intervention of, a Foliage, or the Laps. 
rator 

He N chogſe to introduce his Wife or IP he 


| ter, in ach a Manner, to public Company? — Is 
tartled at the Queſtion.? Is. He ſhockedat. 2 be? 
J Then, let Ham, r ; 7 


ther that can be graceful or allowable in a Pi 10 


and, let Others c 


Sg in T4 


would be brutal and unſufferable in common Life? 

©. $orrates (who, Before his Application to _— „0 
as A Statuary )- could not, but bluſh; at this 

of his Art. And, 

he Graces, He repreſente 


being to form a Repreſentation 
x properly habited. 
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uns de Gall and Latin Hiſtorians, with: an Expla 


Place! | 
| "You e den thts oblige me, by Javing ms 
fach a anion; — And come, my dear Sir, ad- 


© 3 
* Hl 


1 frequently entertain my eldeſt Son, who is read» 2 


nation of my principal Drawings. That He may 
bchdld in Colouring, what He has peruſed in Narra- 
"tive. —At this Inſtant, the Youth: happened to make 


his Appearance; paying his Reſpects to Aſpaſv, 


and dutifully  faluting his Father. — It juſt recus 


to my Memory, ſaid Theron, that ſome — 
Affairs of the Family, require my Attendance for 
a. few Minutes. Will You 8 my Abſence, 


good paſo; _— permit my Son to Jupply wy 


Hunfelf to Eugenia, as I know You are 2 
Lover of Learning, what think You of diy 

Jurfelves with theſe agreeable Books ? Which give 
s their inſtructive Leſſons, not in puzzling Lan- 


| +: . but in pleaſing Colours. Eugenio ſpoke his 


and expreſſed his Modeſty, by a becoming 
Bluſh. e Ah proces | 4 _ 
—_ 4 
_—_— This u « hiking Pitt indeed! Hitt pled 
an Hills form a moſt aftoniſhing ProfpeR. What 
horrible Maghiftcente reigns amidſt thoſe wild and 
ſhaggy Rocks! Nature ſeems to have defigned them 
for the Boundaries of the World, Yet thoſe daring 
Troops are attempting to paſs the prodigious Barrier. 
Who are they, Biymnii, ind when ma Wo o 


their Leader? OED" 


A Tie, Sir, is ther famous Ae Reading 


Ae hiv Aray ity the Pallgs'of thr le; 


— . * ” 
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"The Sons of Africa ſeem to ſhiver with Cold, as 


JVC TINS WEED FO 4 


the Clouds. 
Ab. Tis the very fame. "Somme; You obſerve, 
climb, with exceſſive Toil, the ſteep and c 

Cliffk. Others, with far greater Difficulty, deſcend 


through dreadful Declivities of Ice; expoſed all the- 


while, to the Arrows of the Mountaineers. — Some, 


endeavouring to-avoid the Showers of Steel, ſlip with 
their Feet, and tumble headlong down the vaſt vo 


jecting Promontories. See from what a Height th 4 
are falling! Carriages and their Drivers, the Ho 
and his Rider! And at what a Diſtance ſtill, from the 
ſtony Abyſs below !—Some lie, with cloſed Eye-lids, 
and ghaſtly Features, daſhed to Death at the very 
Bottom. Others, writhing with the Torture of 
mangled Limbs, arid broken Bones, lift up an ago- 
nizing, Look to their Comrades. — Their — 
| inſenſible of a Brother's Miſery, and wholly intent 
upon their own Preſervation, hang frightſully ſuſ- 
pended on the Edges of the Precipice. The Preci« 
piee ſeems to totter as they cling ; and the alarmed 


SpeRator expects, every Moment, a hideous Down- = 


fall. — Are You not ſtartled at the V Hun, 
and in pain for the hardy Adventurers? 


Hat. L am, Sir. And 1 wonder, Noe der will | 


extricate themſelves from theſe perilous Circumſtane 


ces. I have read in Livy, that they cut their Way 


through the Rocks, after they had ſoſtened them 
with Vinegar. But is this probable? How could 
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he eee of Lord Anſon's Voyage round: the World, had 
* — s Remark. hs mage; ſome gtateful 
928 Ay to- an interpoſſng P,n.,9 un p #0 of 
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24 0 derer circumſtaneed ; 46, in che Courſe of 


— — ſcarceh to be paralleled 5 holLazg 
ay | ended. I. would. have 1 Ke gal 2 8 age- 

ent oft he x eat Commander, a ant ICErs ; 
nem ave it nkfully Bona, on ſome very unex- 
pected, y —.— advantageous Tarn of Affairs, 1 11 8 
ATH GOD no 12 l either could it haye de: 


5 Weiche e pe, Mei t of the, brave Nh * 
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Weir emol Abilities, had roars * 5 Taßcu, with: 
aut the remarkable Co WY; of dine Good 
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dia » and his Exploits, I fear, 
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What is Gur nent Draught! At dach End we Rive 
A tou E living Figures. All tt interinediate 
| Space i is an extenſive Track of Land, diverſified of 

b 12 pid Rivers; hotrid Deſarts, FAY mountious 


ee 86s; with bert and there à fcb favage Natives,” 
bega, Dfeſtes, and formidable Rs. ke 18 
möre lie 4 Map,” than a Pike. And the mötk 
Teitdtkable Beauty is, the 47 Pt#/pei3702. Which 
puts 2 4 very agreeable Cheat upon our Eyes; 15 4 
Us to behold; on an Ell of Cativafs, the ng: 
N ** Hundreds of Miles. 
i repteſents Thy Retrebt of the ren Phat 
Crichs rt We benold them in the Plains 
of Af Feta, ; 15 an immenſe — from their — 


Th 5 their ableſt Cry — Trichy — 
urder, — Well may th y Took dejested. How 
have I pitied them, as I 5 thelr Story! Abhorred 
e Perhdy of their Enemies, and withed mem all 

Big in their hazardous Enterprize! * 
. Ab Don't you percelve, their drooping eu 
in to revive, and ſome Gleam of Hope diffuſes 
itſelf through. their Cougars, while they liſten 
to the elog uct Kenophan ? Who Rands co con nſpicudu 

bn the Mia, harabguing, his. Soldiers, and roufin 

their C ourage. 'But, Ab! what 7 a valt Extent. « 
unknown Climes muſt th traverſe, with 2 nume- 
18 and Victorious Army, harafling them ih Maile, 
| or hanging upon their Rear What Fatigues muſt 
| they ſuſtain, what Hardſhips endure, before they 
arrive. at their wiſhed. for Home | — Heme! Fired 
by the enchanting Name, and animated by their 
2 brave 
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lens philsſahie Lender, they xclolve. to puſh their 


War through all the: Extremes of Peril and of Pain. 


To ſcatter, . with their little Band, the incircling N 
Millions of Barkarians, is the ſmalleſt of their A 
chievements.. They croſs Rivers, they ſcale R 

whoſe flippery Banks, ane wager Suit are 

with oppoling Nations. They wade thr De 
farts of Snow; and paſs over Ke ts, 

tains, the far more dreaded Abodes of Deſolation,” 
Draught, and Famize. They encounter the Keen- 
neſs of the northern Storm, and all the Rigour of 
the moſt malignant Seaſons, —As ſome of theſe Ar- 


ticles are incapable of being U by che Pencil, 
the Artiſt remits Us to the Hi and has con-- 


tented Himſelf, with marking out the moſt diſtinguiſh- 8 


ed Stages of this memorable Expedition. Only We 
view the courageous Itinerants, once again, on a 
pretty lofty Eminence. There they, appear, not 


with their former. Dejection, but in Ache Trans- 
Ports of Joy. 1 


_ Eng. This, We is the Mou . i F row 


| whence they had the firſt View of the Sea, and the 


fuſt Dawn of Safety. There they. embrace one 
nother, and extol their Commandets, eſpecially 
noble Temp bon: : Whoſe Hiſtory gives me great 
Dahn. and his manly yet benign Aﬀpe& tran; gely 
attract my Eſteem. Methinks, under ſuch a Feu 
1 Sul Ke have been willing to take my Share, in M 
the Toit, and all the Hazards of the Expedition. 
Ab. Would my Eugenia? Then T will liſt Him 
under 2 Captain, 1 rons mL more accomplithed 
and beneficent. ou are, You ſhall, 
Foam ts Rar, comme: a Solcher and a a Tere 


— we 
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tion. A Traveler, to paſs through the Wilderneſs of 
this World, unto the Land of everlaſting Reſt. —. 
Though your Enemies may be numerous, an your | 
Journey tedious, yet ſaint not, neither be diſcouraged, 
The L.O R D of Heaven is your Guide, and Heaven 
itſelf ſhall, be your exceeding. great Reward. When 
You arrive at thoſe happy. Abodes, yous Delight will 
infinitely ſurpaſs, all that the Grecrans felt on Tecquaj 
when their raviſhed Eyes beheld, AY | 
mn ** p e en 


PY 
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The Scens of yonder.Piftute, | would venture 
afhom, lies among the antient- Feros, - 

ug. Hom can You cl chi Su.. ack « Dis 
dance? N on Eo, 4 


- Aſþ. Desi antined uche Gee 
GO D Almighty commanded all the Fews, to ob- 
ſerve this Peculiarity in their Habit . That, their 
very Clothes, 1 5 different from the ww 
13 ES rig iu $1: 87 


One — Ne: how the ; ke can fo ten 
adhere to their Law, and yet ſo apparently negle its 2 
_ Where are the Sons of Arabam, that obſerve this 
expreſs and poſitive ' Command. of JEHOVAH? 
T In 6% ladeed. might be obayed, yet many. of the 
Moſaical-Injunftions are rendered, and. by Providence ite 
ſelf, abſolately imprafticable.. .Is not therefore a 
mold iniconteſtible Proof — a Proof, not invented by the 
Arts of Sophiſtry, but written by the Finger of the AL- 
MIGHTY himfelf—that the /zge/ Ordinances are abo- 
hihed, in order to make way for a better Diſpenſation ? 
When n — inacelibl 3 
Fug vom pr partments irrepar 
pars — 20) 50; lee nt Admonition to the. 


Inhabitants, that they betake ES to ſome new 
ang: more commodious Reſidence ?—See Numb. xv. 38, 
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* — — = Bra "Worthips. anddis 
ecntious/Manners— This, as well as every other di- 
vine Command our LORD FESUS/CHRIST 
8 "Gags exadtly-obeyed.” Therefore, Mel are told by the 
Hiſtorian, Ihat the diſeaſed Woman, 
. bit Gurment, Was re- 
fored to Health em it is, in our Engliſb Bibles. 
Butz if Vou conſults; as I hope you often will, 
that moſt. excellent of all Books, the Greek Te- 
ſtament; Lou will find, that the. original Word 
might more properly be rendered Fringe .— However, 
let Ue paſs from the Drapety to the Deſign. 
ug. Here, We ſee David in one of the moſt 
treatening Exigencies of his whole Life. Saul, 
more like a Blood-Hound than a King, purſues the 
beſt of Sons, and the moſt valuable of Subjects. He 
his extended the Wings of his: very ſuperior Army, 
i= order to ſurreund-+ the injured; Hero, ani his 
n Aſſbciate. 

p. This is the moſt animated, and, I think, the 
12 maſterly- Performance, . that has hitherto come 
bing: our- NNOGee = Qvafliinatouly and Dojibt agitate 


a * Matt. ix. FA Sides 8.9 
—+ To this; e, hs vii a 
u—_ of the” Ferben which; in our Pranſlation, is 
5 bas . any Sonſb, or, if any, a very 
uckifable one. berefore aul T' fear in tie Days: of 
Fil r compaſjeth. me. round 
debe N Pfalm xlig. 5. — Wherefore ? The Reaſon is very 
apparent. ' When Wiekedneſs cleaves to our Heels, or 
Attends our Goings, it raiſos an Army of Terrors. It 
unfhearhs' the” Sword: of divine Vengeance, and levels 
855 N — 22 eee 1 
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weir Locks. Shaltithey ſurrender themſalves, us % 
e Victims, to- a Tyrant's Fury? Or, hal 
Hip cut their Way to Saſety, through. the. Hearts 
bf: Countrymen, Friends, and Brothers? Dreadfyl 
Dilemma While they are debating; the*Putſuers 
are cloſing; upon them. A ſew, a few Minutes 
more, muſt decide their Fate. But who is the Per- 
ſon that intervenes, juſt at this critical Junctutre? 
* Eug. It is a Meſſenger from the principal Inhabi- 
ants of Fudea. He comes breathleſs and trembling. 
Amaement in-his-Face, and Duſt upon his Head. 
An Invaſim He cries — An Invaſion — The Phi- 
-diflines. have. poured themſelues upon aur Frontiers. 
The Philiſtines are ouer- running the Land““ 
A. Upon the Receipt of this News, See what 
FO cities e ee . 


4 „ x 


Lure eee piren to "the 
12952 a different Turn to gene Lene ß And 200- 
ther Tranſlation the Words will bear; a different Senſe 
the Connection demands. Wherefore Hud 7 fear, | when 
 Withedneſs, compaſſeth me about at my Heels ? This is a five 
Nees Interrogation. - This implies, a, great and noble 
ruth. From this alſo. the Verſe appears, not only, with 
Propriety, but with Beauty.—When Wicked, or the 
malicious Attempts of wicked Men —compaſi me about, 
ſurround me, threaten me on every —— when 
they are at my very Heels, juſt upon the Point to ſeize, 
| " overwhelm, and og me; fo, that the Danger ſeems 
both intoitable and imminent. Vet cen then, having 
60D almighty Power and inviolable Faithfulneſs for 
my Protection, wwherefore ſhould I be alarmed ? Alarmed ! 
No; confiding in ſuch a Safeguard, I will bid Defi- 
ance to my Enemies, * bid Aalen to my Fears. 
This Event js related, 1 Sam. xxiii- 25, He. And 
ĩt is one oſ the moſt extraordinary Inſtances of à divine 


Interpoſal, at the ver Crifis of N t _ 
mgm Hy Y eed, tha wy 


' 


—_ 
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a. Whint Anger lightens in bis Eye! At the ſame 


mingle. 
_ quench the Flame inkindling in his Checks. Shall 
the Vulture relinquiſh. his Prey, even When it lies 
Huttering under his Talons? Galling Thought! 
But his Kingdom is at ftake, If he does not imme - 
diately advance to repel the Enemy, his All, his 
All is loſt. Burning therefore with Indignation, yet 
chilled with Fear, He turns, haſty though reluctant, 
ay — Are You not charmed, Eugenio, with this 
Deſcription of tumuuliuaus and cuntrury Paſſions? 
Which afford the fineſt Subject for hiſtoric Laune 
and are ſo happily expreſſed in this Piece. 
Eug. Indeed, Sir, I am fhocked, rather than charm- 
ed. The very Looks of that revengeſul Monarch fill 
me with Horror. What muſt He ſuffer in his Mind, 
whodiſcovers ſuch Rage and Anguith in his F eatures 
IL vould not have his furious Temper, Sr all tis ee 
Power. 
Asp. Then, 1 Eugenio, You muſt-endeavour 
_ to ſuppreſs every Emotion of Envy and Malevolence. 
You muſt cheriſh a cordial 'Good-will to all Men; 
and learn to rejoice-in their Excellencies and Happi- 
neſs, as well as in your tun. Envy is the Worm that 
gnaws, Envy is the Fury that embroils his wretched 
Heart. And an Author, with whom You will ere 
1 has aſſured Us; 
Invidia Siculi non invenere Tyranni 


Taye mij, 7 1 . „ 
3 —ů— 1 Gai. n 
expreſſes the of Paſſions, that 


n r rnd 0; 
5 
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The next is a Kind of Night-picce.  Stars/ are an 


dle S end the new Moon Ades onthe Skins if | 


the Hemiſphere. Which affords juſt Light enough 10 
Aiſtinguiſt Objects. his is a perfect Oontraſt to the 
foregoing. We ſee no Conflict of jarring Paſſiona. 
But the principal Perſon appears clam and tampoſed, 
as the Night that ſurrounds Him. He ſtands on the 
Bank of a River, thoughtful and attentive, 2s though 
He was pondering or _— ſome . e 0re rf 


"Dog. This is Cyras the Greor. He Rands ep me 
Banks of the Euphrates; not far from  Babylm. He 
Points with his Sceptre, and is giving Directions to 
his Army. Their Orders are, to paſs through the 
Channel of the River, (which is drained of its — 
in order to ſurpriſe the City. 


Aßp. This is a Prince of. very foperior: Dignity. 


The honoured Inſtrument of executing FJEHOVAH's - 
Counſels. He was foretold. by the Prophet 1/atah, . 


and even mentioned by Name *, more than two hun- 
dred Years before his Birth. Let Us wiſh Him 
Proſperity. For He goes to humble the Pride of 
Babylon, and releaſe the Captivity of Ifrael.— See I 
with what regular Movements,. and what calm Ala- 
.crity, his Troops advance. Silence ſeems to eſcort 
them ; while, under Covert of the Shades, and with: 


Providence at their Head, they. march along a Road,. 
never before trodden by the Foot of Man. — The 


Soldiers of the Garriſon, have abandoned their Sta- 
tion on the Wall, to join in the difſolute Indulgence 
of this fatal Night. The Inhabitants, like many a 
heedleſs Sinner, are lulled i even on 85 
nary Brink of uin. | 

| — xl 28. 1 


9 np 4 
 » 
. 


"Bug, Why are tho 


*, 
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brazen Gates, which lead to 
the River, placed in ſuch” a diſtinguiſhed Point of 
le They firike my Eye more, I think, than all 
the Monuments of Art and Grandeur, which adorn 
that dugerb City. —And let me farther aſk, Whether 
che Painter has nat offended againſt Probability, in 
Jufferipg them to ſtand wide open? On the Approach 
of ſo formidable an Advetſary, I ſhould expect to 
have found them ſhut with all poſſible Security. 
Ae. In this Particular, the Painter has ſheweg his 
Judgment, and not forgotten his Piety. GO D had 
devoted that haughty and oppreſſive Metropolis to 
Peſtruction. And Vou will perceive, from this Cir- 
cumſtance,, how, wonderfully He over-rules all Events, 
ſor the Accompliſhment of his ſacred Purpoſes. Had 
thoſe ponderous Gates been ſhut *, the City had con- 
continued impregnable, and the whole | Enterprize 
been defeated. But, through ſome accidental For- 
getfulneſs, occaſioned by the Diſorders of this riotous 


Ann. or e by a very ſignal be of 


2 * 
„ See this very momentous, though f ming — 2 
aerable Cireumſtance, finely illuſtrated by Mr. Rollin, 


"and compared with a remarkable Prophec wy in J/aiah, 
* Antient Haß. Vol. II. p. 144, 1563. — A Work, in which 
the moſt entertaining and 2 Events of Antiquity, 
are re larly di led, elegantly related; and ſtripped 
of thoſe minuter neidents, Miel make the Story move 
e __ and are apt to fatigue the 8 —Conciſe, 
but judicious Obſe 2 are interſperſed. Which may 

teach young Minds, to form a right «mir Thi 
and 88 t be miſled, by the Pla 00 popular Netzes, 
. © of the Partial) of prejudiced . — Many very 
*- diſtinguiſhed Prediction bf 'Scriptite, are explained and 
— by en Facts, * the moſt "O_ 
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Wh 
divine Vengeance, they are left open, and afford an 
eaſy Entrance to Slaughter and Death. Which ruſh | 
upon the unhappy Creatures, all ſunk in Sleep, or 


over-charged with Wine, as a concealed Snare, in 


ſome dreadful unexpected Moment ſprings. up, and 


inextricably entangles the unwary Bird. —Was I to 
inſcribe this Picture with a Motto, I would chooſe the 


Apoſtle's Admonition, BE s0BER: BE VIGH- 


L ANT. 


- Who is this, with his Length of Hair * flowing 


upon his Shoulders; with ſuch Amplitude of Perſon- 


K Vol. * 2 


tic Memoirs of claſſical Literature. Indeed, a perpetual 
Regard to the Elucidation and Honour of the ſacred Ora- 
cles, runs through and ennobles the whole Performance. 
Which Method, if not ſtrictly conformable to the Rules 
of Hiſtorical Compoſition, is a Tran/greffon of them | 
ly to their Advantage. . It may be ad to- reſemble the 


wo 


7 Branch, celebrated by Virgil, and plucked by his 
ero 


lero. Whoſe Growth, though a Departure from the 
uſual Laws of Vegetation, was far from depreciating the 
Value of the Tree. | | 


Though I admire the Whole, I am charmed with the 


— It is, I think, peculiarly pertinent, and in- 
1mi . 


ly . Has a Dignity, an Elevation, a 
jeſty, . ene like the Kingdom it Alben 5 
quite unequalled, and little leſs than ſtupendous; | 


Ilarrodu agyvcr®-, xevom Y emis xogwrry. 


Fr I believe, it was not cuſtomary with the Rena. 


e their Warriors, to have long flowing Hair. 
is therefore might ſeem an Offence againſt what the 
Tralians call il Cofume, if the Painter was not ſupported 
by the Authority of Livy, Who, in his deſcriptive Pic- 
ture of * gives 2 following Touches; Species 
Corporis ac magnifica. Preter e Na- 
tura multa Majeſtas inerat, S Ge 

abi Corporis, non cultus Munditiis, ſed wirilis uerd ac, 
militaris. Lib. XXVIII. c. 35, 


N 


æſaries, 


- 
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age, ſuch enen of Mews and noble Plainneſs 
of Habit 

ug. This, Sir, is my-fayourite 0 Fa- 
ther ſometimes ſhews me the Heads of the Philoſo- 
phers : but there is ſomething ſo uninviting and ſevere. 
in Secrates and Diogenes, that I could never much ad- 
mire them.—But this, Sir, is Scipio; the Thunder- 
balt af War, as Virgil calls Him, Here is ſamething, 
ſo lovely and graceful, as well as grand and majeſtic, 
that Tam never weary of looking on Him. 
Ab. He appears with a Lady of diſtinguiſhed 


in is his Hand. 
Eug. This is the captive Princeſs; who had been 


taken in War; who was ſet apart for the General's 
Prize ; but whom He is now neben o her cſpouſe 
Huſband. 

Ab. You are right, Bugenis —He has juſt led in 
his lovely Captive, attended by her Huſband and 
Parents, amidſt a full Aſſembly of Romans and Cel- 
tiberians ; the Victors and the Vanquiſhed. His 
modeſt Eyes, You obſerve, are rather turned from, 
than gazing upon, the blooming Virgin. — Cannot 
You ſuppoſe, how the Spectators muſt be affected, 
upon the Opening of this extraordinary Scene? Every 
One beholds, the Hero with Admiration, the Lady 
with Delight. Every Boſom is big with E * | 

or in Pain for the Event. After a ſhort Pauſe, H 
__ addreſſes Himſelf to the Lover, in Words to this Ef. 

g ſect 40 I am no Stranger to your Intereſt in this fine 
Woman. The Fortune of War has put her in- 
0. tirsly into my Power. The Circumſtances of my 
«Youth cannot render me inſenſible to ſo engaging 
es Perſon, But with Us Romans, Honour , and 
| K 9 


2 
4 
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0 Generoſity have a more prevailing Influence, than 


- tranſitory Pleaſures. Take your Bride; be happy 
cc in each Other; and when You look upon this 


« Gift, admire the Romans, be a Friend to Rome, 
— Upon this He delivers Her (as You behold 
the Action here repreſented) to ben 


Prince. 


See | how the Crouds, that cluſter and hang a. 


round, are ſtruck with the beneficent Deed n the 
Celtiberiam, We behold a Mixture of Veneration and 


Surpriſe, Their Looks are full of Meaning. Me- 
thinks, they are going to cry out; Excellent Man [ 
In the Romans, We diſcern a conſcious Superiority, . 


and Exultation of Mind. Triumph is in their Fea 


tures. As though they would ſay, This wondrous Man 
is aurs In the Lady, We admire the accompliſhed 
and modeſt Fair ; uniting all the Dignity of her 
Birth, with all the Pelicacy of her Sex. What oft 
Confuſion, and what tender Joy, appear in her Coun- 
tenance | Sbe is loſt in Wonder, and at a loſs. for 
Words, She ſpeaks the 'Acknowledgments of har 
Heart, by the ſilent Eloquence of a Tear; which 
Reals down her glowing Cheek, to bedew the lind 
Hand, that has protected her Innocence, and is de- 
livering Her to her Lord, —Her- Lord is under an aps. 
parent, and a graceful Struggle, of Love and Grati- 
tude. He dotes upon his charming Princeſs, and He 
almoſt adores his generous Benefactur. We can - 
hardly tell, whether He is gging to claſp the ſormer 


in his 2 or throw Himſelf at the Feet of the lat» 


ter.—The aged Parents expreſs their Tranſport in 3 
different Manner. Their Knees are bent tothe 


K Fan their Eyes Are lifted up to Heaven; ns 


Q a2 
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implote, for their noble Guardian, every Blefling 
that the Gods can beſtow.— Scipis Himſelf diſplays 
all-the Magnanimity of the Conqueror, tempered 


with the Sedateneſs of the Philoſopher, and ſoftened 


with the Gentleneſs of the Friend. He gives Happi- 
neſs, but He enjoys a greater, His Eyes ſparkle with 


a ſublime Delight; and He ſeems to anticipate. the 


Applauſe, which this truly heroic Act will in, in 


— — 


Eng. Is not this a greater Victory, than any that | 
He had won, in the Field of Battle? And a nobler 
Triumph, than any that could be voted Him, by the 
applauding Senate? Amiable Scipio! Might I be a 


; Roman, I would be no other than Scipio. 


App. I with You, my dear Sir, the Tai 


| FOr Generoſity of Scipio. But from a better Motive 


than his. He, I fear, was too much ſwayed by a 


_, Spirit of Ambition, which You muſt endeavour: to. 
ſuppreſs, rather than cheriſh — A Spirit of Ambition, 


which pants aſter Diſtinction, and thirſts for Ap- 
-plauſe, is diametrically oppoſite to the Genius of the 
-Goſpel . —It is a Leſſon, which muſt infallibly be 
unlearned, if ever We become Poſſeſſors of Faith, or 
-Partakers of CHRIST +,—It is a Root of Bitter- 
neſs, which naturally produces Envy ; that moſt 
| odious, and (as You have juſt now ſcen) moſt ſelf- 
tormenting of all Tempers.—It is a Habit of Mind, 
which generally renders Men Incendiaries in the 
Church, and Diſturbers of its Tranquillity J. It 
is therefore, more like an enchanted Potion that in- 
en nen imm | 


. _ Eg. 


eget 3 104 oc 


Iz John q, 10. 
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- Eug. From what Motive then would You encofi= 
rage me, to be diligent in the Purſuit of bs. 
and | in the Cultivation of every Virtue ? -- 4 

- "Aſp. Not, that You may acquire FOE pdors bote 
| temptible, periſhing Honour, which cometh from 
Men—but, that You may pleaſe GOD, your Al- 
mighty CREATOR — that You may glorify 
CHRIST, your infinitely condeſcending RE- 
DEEME R— that You may Yourſelf attain, what 
is the true Dignity and only Felicity of your Nature g 
and may be ſerviceable to the beft Intere/ts of your 
Fellow-creatures—even their preſent Holineſs, 2 
their eternal Happineſs. 

Theſe are the grand and endearmg n 
ments, which our Holy Religion propoſes. Theſe 
will operate, I am bold to aver, with a much fweeter, 
and a far more ſovereign Efficacy, than all the glit- 
tering Enticements which Ambition can deviſe. And, 
what is above all other Conſiderations weighty, theſe 
will be more likely, or rather theſe will be "oP Cer 
tain, to receive the divine Bliſſing. | 
Tou told me, You was es Wah ein 
plating Scipio. For which Reaſon, IJ promiſe My- 
ſelf, You will not be fatigued or diſpleaſed, though I 
have fo long confined your Attention to chis Pour- 
trait —But have We no Hero of Britain, fit to r 

this illuſtrious Triumvirate from 215. ane 
| Fudan? 

Eig. The very next We meet, is one of ons R- 
20 Kings. But I cannot ſay, that I remember — 
his Name, or his Story. | 

- Aſp. How, my young Gentleman! Do You read 
the Annals of ether Nations, and not acquaint'Your- 


Q3 | {ef 
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ſelf with the Affairs of your own Country ?—If I was 
in your Place; I would. apply myſelf to the claſfical | 

Writers by way of Study; 5nd to ſome valuable Eng 

kf Hiſtorian by way of Amuſement; Such an A- 

muſament is infinitely preferable to Novels or Roman- 

ber; and will n e e a2 
Mind. 

Eug. I thank You, good Sir, for yout Admonts - 
| tion. And, if You. pleaſe, I will now begin the 
Study, You recommend; Your Explanation of theſe 
Drawings, ſhall be the Rudiments of my Know- 
ledge. And 1 ſhall think it a Happineſs, to: receive 
my firſt Inſtructions, from ſo able a Maſter: ; 

Aſp. It is Honour enough for me, Eugenio, to have 
given You the Hint. I only point out your Gamez 
or ſpring the Covey ; You ſhall be taught by a more 
expert Proficient, to make it your own. Vet, though 
Others may direct You with greater Skill, None will 
 rejvice. i in your ſucceſsful Purſuit, eee * 


IF iis is dür renonjnied Ey the HAG; 3 
peared after the Victory of Agincourt, You fee the 
gallant Conqueror clad in Steel; and recent from the 
Slaughter of the inſulting Foe. - He ſeems to breathe = 
an heroic Ardour, which is fweetened and exalted by 
a lively Devotion.—He that, a little while ago, drove 
the Battle, like a Whitlwind, on the Legions of 
France; now, bends a ſuppliant Knee, and . 

dhe euchariſtic Hymn to the LORD GOD 
Hoſts, No turbulent or diſorderly Joy riats amo 
the Soldiery. They expreſs. not Triumph © 
their Hearts, in frantic Exultations; or drunken' Re- 
vels; but in Acts of Thankſgiving to JEHO VA Hz 
| In an Attitude, * ſpeaks the Plalmiſt's devout Ac- 

| knowledgment z 


* 
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Enowledgnient; Nat unts Us, O LORD, fot with 
Us, but ito thy Name be the Glory, * 

This laſt Inſtance informs my Bugenis, That 
Prayer is an honourable Employ —has been practiſed 
by Perſons of the moſt admired Endowments — is 
the ſureſt Method of obtaining Succeſs, in whats 


ever Buſineſs We undertake j and ef enjoying Pros 
Jperity, in whatever Circunſtatices, We are plated, | 


The next Piece is different from all the preceding; 
Iiithofs, Armies with their Banners diſplayed, Ships of 
War riding at Anchor, battering Engines and Inſtru- 
ments of Death, form the Perſpective. In this, We 
Have, all around, a lovely rural Landichape z expref< 
five of Peace, and enriched with Plenty. Corn and 
Hills; and beautiful Gardens ſurrounding the Houſes, 
But who is that graceful and augu/f Perſonage, ſeat- 
ed on a ſtately Throne of Ivory and Gold? _ 
Eig. This is Solomon, giving his firſt Audience td 
the Queen of Sheba. A large Train of her Attens 
dants throng the Avenues of the Palace. Some lead- 
ing foreign Animals: Some, bearing Vaſes and Cafs 
kets : All, arrayed in ſtrange Apparel. The al- 
ites gaze upon their outlandiſh V ifitants,” their coſtly 
Preſents, and peculiar Manners. Their Viſitants 
are as much furpriſed at the Walls, the Towers; 


and eſpecially the Temple of Jeruſalem. But You, 


Sir, re 
Perſon, that fills the Throne. et 


Aſp: Indeed I am; AS is! bs ya Guts 
You fee, in ber Habit, her Retinue, her 


© 
— 


Deport- 
ment, a rude unpoliſhed Kind of Grandeur, But 


Q4 | all 


»a 


| all in Solimon is ſo ſplendid, and at the ſame Time 
ſo elegant; diſplays ſtich a Dehcacy of Taſte, and 
ſuen a Mapnificence of Spirit; that the Sabear Queen 
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isSverwhelmed with Amazement, and tranſported 
with Delight. Her Looks ſpeak that emphatical Ac- 

knowledgment, recorded by the ſacred Hiſtorian; 
Tt was a true Report, that I heard in my own Land, 

of 'thy Aclt, and of thy Wiſdom.  Howbeit, I believed 

nbt'the Words, until I tame, and mine Eyes had ſeen 
and behold !- the half -was not told me : thy ee W 
Profperity exceed the Fame which I heard sx. 
The Dome is of Cedar, the Pillars of — 
which are ſupported Curtains of Embroidery.— The 


Pillars ſhine with the moſt gloſſy Poliſh, and fivell 


upon the Eye with the boldeſt Projections. The 
Curtains, pendent in large and eaſy Folds, ſeem not 


adheſive to the Canvaſs, but waving in the Air. 


The Throne is ſo exquiſitely contrived, ſo richly orna- 
mented, and ſo highly finiſhed, as ſhews the Painter 
had in his Eye that remarkable Obſervation of Scrip- . 
ture: There'was not the like made in any Lingam. 
I che Monarch was abſent,” We ſhould deſire no 
greater Entertainment, than to view the Beauties of 


the Apartment: but can hardly allow any Attention 


to the Edifice, when ſo graceful and ſo grand a Pre- 
ſence beſpeaks our Regard. For J muſt on, there 
appears to me ſomething peculiarly excellent in this 
Figure: a Serenity and Dignity, without any of that 
martial Air, which gives à Tincture of Ferocity to- 
the Warrior: à Sagacity and mne not to be 


- equilied"by the Wrinkeies ef Age, yet tranſparent 


through all the Bloom of Youth. Piet and Wiſdom, 
the Love:of GOD and the Grace of his nnn 
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awe ani Elevation to the Mind; a ſecret Charm to the: 
Countenance; and ſomething more than mortal ta the 
whole Man. — I am apt to ſuſpect, Fugemio, thag: 
You yourſelf are ready to adopt a new, Favourites 
That You: now prefer Solomon: even to Scipis ; and + 
had rather be like the . Beloved of the LORD: 
than the Darling of Rome. | 

Lug. —————— 0 le 3 ! 
heavealy; that L am Alla wich Awe, macher than fred: 
with Emulation. Anf 
imitating ſuch high Perfection dn 
_ «Aſp. Why not, my dear Sir? It was GOD who 
gave Solomon his ſuperior Wiſdom, and exalted Ac+.. 
compliſhments. - And GOD is the ſame Yeſterday, ' 
to Day, and for ever as willing to hear, and as able 
to help Lu, as He was to hear and bleſs his Servant 
Salmon. Neither let your Youth be a Diſcourage-. 
ment. Out of the Mouth of very Babes and Sucklings, 
HE ordaineth Strength, and perfects Praiſe *. Samuel 
miniſtered in the Temple, when He was but a Child +, 

- while He was yet young, began to ſeek after . 
the-GOD of his Fathers . Timothy was acquainted 
made that admirable Choice at Gibeon &, A Paſſage of 
Scripture, which I dare ſay, You have read; which 
I would recommend to your attentive. Conſideration; 
and which, {I hope, You will take for the Model, of 
your Conduct. And if Vou, like that illuſtrious. 
—— . 

rat. | ” more 
gil vi, 2. +1 Sam. 1.48) 1 2 Cen. 
xxxiy. 3. || 2 Tim. ifi. 15. 5 1 Kings iii. 5, 6, Sc. 
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—— If You fit Whſiom as Sitoos, anal 
flareb yer ew as for bid Treafare + then fall You at 
of unified the Frer of the BORD, and find the 


Kuvnoledge of GOD *. © 
The next” that occurs, bless Us with » View 


of the C; and a moſt tremendous View it is. 

Eug. This is the Voyage related by the Evangeliſt; 
wherour LORD failed with his Diſciples, men 
Aſp. Then We may truly ſay — Bos 
lomon i Mere !—Give me Leave to hint, upon this 
Occaſion, that every Picture of CHRIST muſt ne- 
ceffarily depreciate bis glorious Perſon. Therefore 
You will never think, that a few Rays beaming 
roant his ſacred Head, can properly diſtinguiſh the 
SON of GOD, or expreſs the Grace of his Offices, 
and the Divinity of his Nature. It is not to 


mne Perſections of the LORD FESUS Himfelf, 
but only do gwe Us an Idea of one of his Works, 


— pgs bed 

"You will nnd remember, ee n 
Ocean, but the Lake of Tiberias, on which they fail- 
ed: However, the Painter is at Liberty, to make 
His Sea as large as He pleaſes, and his 8torm as ter- 
rible as He can. Accordingly, He has collected all 
the Horrors of a 'Fempeſt. — Lightnings fire the 
Arch above; and Thunders, could Thunders have 
deen painted, would. have rocked the Ground below. 


| Thoſe flaming Bolts have ſmitten a huge Promontory, 


and tore its Tugged: . * | *" * Fragment is 
* 7 254 tum - 
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tumbling, with impetuous Bound, from Cliff to Cliffi 
— The Waters, laſhed by furious Winds, heave-and | 
toſs their tumultuous Billows, Here, they rile'in rol- 
ling Ridges ; there, they rage in deyouring Whirls. 
>—Amidft-theſe horrible Commotions, You beheld a 
V 4/4 in all the Extremity of Diſtreſs. Straining un- 
der the Blaſt, battered and half overwhelmed by the 
Surge, She can no longer maintain the unequal Con- 
flict; ſhe. yields to the reſiſtleſs Flood; and begins; 
evidently. begins to ſink, — Perplexed, amazed, and 
at their Wit's End, the Diſciples run to and fro. 
They ſhiſt he Tackling z lighten the Stowage 3 
try every Expedient; and find, to their inexpreſible 
. — every Expedient ineffectual. | 

We caft our Eye forward, and their divine BI A- 
8TER appears; ſedately riſing from a gentle Sum- 
ber. He ſees the Perplexity and Horror of His Come 
panions, without the leaſt Emotion of Alarm. He ſees 
Deſtruction approaching, Heaven and Earth mingling; 
and inſtead of being diſmayed, enjoys the elemental 
War.— What Compoſure in his Mien! What Dig- 
nity in his Attitude | What Majeſty, ſweetened with: 
Compaſſion, in his Aſpect] Such as could #rife from 
no other Cauſe, but a conſcious and undoubted Cet 
tainty, that not a Soul of the Crew ſhould Be bot 3 
not a Hair of their Head periſh ; and that all this 
mighty Uproar of Nature, ſhould end in a Demon- 
ſtration of his mightier Power, and à Confirmation 
of his Diſeiples Faith. — He looks abroad imo the 
mutinous Sky, and the turbulent Deep. He waves, 
with an authoritative Air, his facred Hand; and adds 
the great commanding Word, PEAR: BI $T1LE 
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Do You inquize after, the Effect? Let Aue, de. 


clare it; wt 4b nn od e rh gan 
©  Confufion heard his _ end wild Uprecr * 
. Stoad rul d. ts 815 | 


This is expreſſed i in another Draught. 'Where al 


is huſhed : the tremendous Agitations ceaſe, and the 
| moſt profound Tranquillity takes Place. The Water 
is ſmooth, as Glaſs; We have the Picture of a per- 
"'feft Calm; and view thoſe very Perſons, who, a lit- 


tle while ago, were in the wildeſt Diſtraction, and 


in the very Jaws of Ruin, ſurrounding their LORD 


as mo alive from the Dead a OP Conſternation 
„ "The Circumſtances of this Miracle, as related by 
— 4 are truly wonderful, and to the laſt De- 


© 2a Maſter ! I IF: periſh ! How conciſe, how abrupt, 
and how ardent is this Exclamation ! Therefore | how 


_ Hrongly ſignificant of imminent Danger, and of the utmoſt 
\ Diſtreſs! They have not Time to be explicit. A 


Moment's Delay may be fatal. What they utter is Con- 
ciſeneſs itſelf, and all Rapidity. — This is Nature: this 
is the genuine Language o the Heart: this is true hiſto- 
tie Painting. Every impartial Reader muſt admire this 


En juſt. and fine Stroke, far beyond the. whick 
( 


I had almoſt ſaid, impertinentl ) Borde Speech, whic 
Virgil puts into the Mouth of his Hero on a like Ocea 


NOS. Ex. I. 98. 

Lara, weplleeo. What a Majeſty i in this Command ! 
-'Tis admirable : tis inimitable : tis worthy of G OD. 
l think, We may obſerve a peculiarly proper Word, 
addreſſed and adapted to each Element: the brſt inj join- 
ing a Caſation of the Winds, the ſecond a — of 
che — Silence in all that roared, Compoſure in all 
that raged. As though gh (70 give a ſhort Paraphraſe on 
the grand Injunction) it had been ſaid ; "Winds, be _—— 


Werres, be calm. 
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zs turned into Wonder, and their Pangs of Fear into 
Extaſies of Joy. They acknowledge the ; 
tence, and adore the Goodneſs 6f-F&SUS;.. 1 

Eug. Well may they acknowledge his 9 ; 
fince Winds and Waves obey Him. Great Reaſon 
have they to adore his Goodneſs, ſince He reſcued 
mem from the very Jaws of Death; that worlt of 
Deaths, periſhing in the ſtormy Deep. 

App. If JESUS CHRIST had vouchſafed ſuch 
a Deliverance to my Eugenio; What would He have 
1 or how would He have been affected) 

Eg. I ſhould have thought myſelf inexpreſfibly 
; obliged; and that I could never ſhew ſufficient Gra- 

* to ſo great a Benefactor. 

. Aſſure yourſelf then, my dear Sir, that ke. 
Ks done infinitely more for You.—He has delivered 

Vou, not indeed from being ſwallowed up by the 
_ raging Billows, but from ſinking into the Pit of eyer- 
laſting Perdition.—He has not only reſcued You from 
endleſs Deſtruction, but obtained eternal Life and 
heavenly Happineſs for You, —This He has done, 
not by ſpeaking a Word, or iſſuing a Command ; 
but by bearing your Guilt, ſuffering your Puniſh- 
: ous r the moſt ignominiousand 
e 


The £/+2 on the Diſciples is deſeribed, wi all the 
9 — of Imagination, and all the Energy of Diction. 
To repreſent in Colours, what the evangelical Hiſtorian 
has left upon Record, would be a Subject kit: for the im - 
mortal Raphael; and perhaps not to be equalled even by 
his maſterly Pencil. 3 Wipiore n iauror; rh xg 


Vi. 51, 


ö — Len — Pr a+ ö 


2 „rr r , EG EE A572 | 


RY e 


2 48 D1ALOGUE VE 


— — in your Stend.—-Should You not 
then anfeignedy love HAN ? Study to pleaſe HIM? 
and make it the n of your Liſe ta' 


* 4 


3 3 W ON 3 
withdrew z after receiving ſome affectionate and en- 


couraging Compliments from Aſpaſſo. Who was go- 
— ie nA the excellent Taſte of his Friend; 


the inſtiuRive- Stiles of bis Pictures; the'goad Senſe. 
and great Proficiency of his Son. But Theren, far 


from coveting 


the Praiſe, and fully ſatisfied with the 


Conſciouſneſs, of acting the becoming Part, prevented 
bs Diſgourls, by ſtepping to a Pair af Glaſs Folding- 


: which, thrown open, amin them word 
we Study. 


A Chimney-Piece of grey Marble, with plain, but | 
bold and” protuberant Mouldings, formed a- very 


were fixed elegant Bus; and on the ſeveral Inter- 
ſtices, hung beautiful Prints ; repreſenting many of 
the moſt eminently learned Men, who were the Or- 
naments and Blefings, both of antient and modern 
Times. The Shelves, all around, were accommo- 
dated, not encumbered with Books. Aſpaſio, run- 
ning over the jetter d Backs, obſervrd a Collection af 
fo moſt valuable Authors, in Hiſtory ang Natural 
ilaſophy, in Poetry and Divinity, 

You will eaſily perceive, ſaid Theron, that I am 


ſomewhat ſingular in fuxniſhing my Study, as well ag 
in ornamenting the Avenue. My Books are not for 
Shows but Uſe and claim a Regard, rather on A- 


count 


count of their Worth, than their. Number. An im»: 
menſe Multitude of Volumes, I have always thoughts” 
is more likely to embarraſs the Attention, than tor | 
improve the Underſtanding. A. huge Labravy (cems. 
to reſemble a perplexing Labyreath ; and often” he- 
wilders the Mind, inſtead of wading it 1 
to the Acquiſition of Truth. 

When People — Male 
Writings, it frequently happens, that in reading 
all, they digeſt none . They taſte ſome empty and 
tranſient Amuſement, but collect no ſolid or laſting 
Advantage, Their Minds are ſomewhat like thoſe 
capacious Looking-Glaſles, which We have ſeen 
expoſed in the moſt frequented and populous Streets 
of Landen. They receive all Manner of ſhadowy 
Images, but no ſubſtantial Impreſſion. A thouſand 
Figures paſs through them, not one abides in 
them. 

Our. Books, replied Aſpaſio, as well * our Friends 
ſhould rather be ſelat, than numerous, For my 
Part, I would deſire no more than two or three 'of 
the moſt correct and maſterly Writers in any Science, 
Theſe, a Perſon of moderate Capacity may be able 
to comprehend ; and not comprehend only, but en- 
Tt te rat choiceſt * 


* The Author of N:ght-Theughti has touched this Sub- 
jeQ "with greet Judgment, and equal SO | 


- FVaracious Learning, owe, n 
Digell not into 2 motley Meal. 

- This Forager an Other's Nm, — 1 
Her native Farm, her Reaſon quite until (l. 
With mixt Mawure She furftits the: rank Soil, 


de but net dif di and rich to Beggary. 


—— 
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. make_the Subſtance. of their Works 
-will, by Repetition 9 eater into 


85 — by. F 1 : - 
weir Minis, and acquire their Manner, While a 
Rambler in reading, does little more than gratify his 


: Fase, nnn n 


3» # 93 34 


Upon this 4b turned: Himbelfy, and pied, in 
— along ae yr, per in 
"reftrial Globes; in another, a large refleQing . Tole- | 
22 F 

the beft Microſcopes. 1 

„ 
an inexhauſtible Fund of the fineſt Entertainments *. 
"They have furniſhed Us with new Eyes; and brought 
eee a eee 


195 8 b of Tale and Seriouſneſs cannot, I = 
| have a nobler Piece of Furniture for their Studies, than 
che M: and the Teleſcope, the Orrery and the A. 
Pump. is Apparatus would afford them a moſt de- 
Aightful and improving Amuſement in a ſolitary Hour.— 


It would alſo give them an —.— of entertaini 
Aheir Company, in a * — 
Manner. It would open a fine ample 1 a, for difplaye 
ing the Glories of GOD the CREATOR, and 
— the RE DE EME R.— As the Diſcoveries 
theſe Inſtruments, are ſo /+ in themſelves, = 
reno to the Generality of M e. 1 edifyin 
deduced from ſuch Obſervations, would come with a 


culiar ade his, I am ſure, would be a 


Method of reducing to Practice, what the polite Hiffori 

— vf the politer $ „ Lage imo Bel. 
| Negetiorum Otio difpunxit. Vell. Paterc.—And, 1 believe, 
it might be a happy Means of tuning the Soul, to bear 
a Part in that immortal Hymn; Ban art Thou, O 
es hugh to — Glory, and Honour, = Porwer. ; 2 

b created Things s and thy leaſſere 
« exift, and avere at firſt created. 95 Rev. 


1 a 
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— ire They: throw the Mind into 
a pleaſing Tranſport of Admiration ; and from the 
meaneſt loweſt Objects, raiſe the moſt amiable and 
3 of the all- glorious CREATOR. 

I have often regretted, that ſuch rational and 
| Gratifications ſhould be almoſt univerſally ſupplanted, 
by the fanta/tical and childiſh Amuſements in Vogue. 
Why ſhould not the Contemplation of Nature's 
ſurpriſing Novelties, be as acceptable an Entertaih- 
ment, as the ſtale Diverſion of Duadrille z be as 
refined an Employ for a leiſure Hour, as to count 
the Spots on a Pack of Cards? The Ladies, I am 
very ſure, might find brighter Colours, and more de- 
licate Ornaments, in the Robes and Head-Dreſs of 
a common y; than ever they found amidſt the 
Trinkets of a Toy-Shop, And was the fair Circle of 

once acquainted with the radiant Varniſh 
and rich Studs, that enamel the Cover of a Beatl?s 
Wing; I am apt to think, they would View with 
leſs Rapture, with more Indifference, perhaps, with 
a becoming Diſdain, all the pretty Fancies of LY 
Beaux's Wardrobe. | 
A few Days ago, when the ä 
favoured Us with a Viſit, I ſhewed Her,  through'a 
Glaſs, the Sting of a Bee, the Scale of a 
Soal, the Wing of a Gnat, and ſome other beautj- 
ful Minins of Nature ; together with the Powder, 


hich adheres to our Finger, when We touch the 
ii Vobk Lb R 
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Body of A Moth. Surpriſing! cried the ye 
„Lady. What elegant Figures! What enchanting 
Finery - — How perfect the Poliſh, and how 
ee high the Finiſhing,: of that little Maapon . This 
«©: Fiece of defenſive Armour, how ſkilfully' contrived, 
t and how- curiouſly wrought! Here, rifing into lit- 
| . Ridges, like the Boſſes of a Buckler; fitted to 
r repel Injuries. There, ſcooped into little Cavi- 
er ties, deſigned, I ſuppoſe, to diminiſh its Weight; 
4 that the Coat of Mail may not incumber, even 
6 while it defends, the puny Wearer.— What I 
4 took to be a whitiſh deſpicable Rag, is the neateft 
Run, I ever beheld. Mounted on Sticks + inimi- 
6 tably tapering and ſlender. Tinged with all the 
66. ſoſt and lovely Colours of the moſt gloſſy Mother 
<< of Pearl. But, what aſtoniſnes me more than 
& all, is the View of that colamred Duft ;; which 
6 your Inſtrument has turned into a Clufter of Fea- 
<<: thers. ' Every one wrought off with a R 
« and a Delicacy, that are beyond the Power of 
< Deſcription. © The fineſt Stroke drawn by the Ita- 
r Tian Pen, compared with the extreme Minuteneſs 
te of the Shaft, is broad and bulky as an Admi- 
«.:xal's Maſt. A Speck of Leaf-Gold, could it be 
2 n Wa the e Attenuations of the 
8 SAG | 45 Fran 
a * hd — e * . 
1 all the Liweries deck't dummer t Pri, 
2 ui Net of Gold wad TY dure ln 2 1 
Muton. 


ot Theſe Bricks, are the little Ribs, which ſupport, at 
por Intervals, the fine malen Mombrene of the 
Wing. 8. 


4 
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& Vine , ee ER | 
* than yonder marble Slab. n 
% How- nice, even to 2 mut be dhe 
«'Mechaniſm of the animalcule Race! I fee Glo- 
& bules, I ſee Tides of Blood, rolling through Ma- 
anders inexpreſſiby finer, than the fineſt Hair. 
44 Stranger ſtill! I ſee whole Sholes of active Crea- 
55, tures, expatiating in a ſingle Drop of Water + : 
taking their Paſtime amidſt ſuch a ſcanty Canal, 
<<. as unſtraitened and as much at large, as Leviathan 
& in the Abyſſes of the Ocean.—A whole King 
<<. dom of theſe Creatures, though collected into a 
6 Body, are quite undiſcernable by the naked Eye. 
6 What then muſt be the Size of every individual? - 
Vet in every Individual there. is a complete &yfem 
of Limbs; each endowed. with ſpontaneous Mo- 
tion; all aſſembled, yet not crouded, in a living 
. nde reflect upon nn auen 
71 2 N 1 . * 
2 nr 
el Lois the at art of a 
1 In a fingle bre, Per of «Og. is faid to WE 
diſcovered, with his Microſcope, eight Millions two hun- 
dred and eigh thouſand Arimalcules.——This is mention - 


ad, berauſe it is the prevailing Philoſophy of the " 
- Though I muſt confeſs; oy Gautier ſeems - 
gone a conſiderable Way, towards giving it another 
urn. As He has p „before a learned Aſſembly at 
Paris, That the Somicalae of Lewenhoeck, and the liv- 
ing Molecule of Mr. de Buffon, were Balls of Air 
agitated by the fermenting of the Seed. ſo, it is not 
impoſſible; but Dr. Hoot's Amimalcula may be nothin 
more than Balls of Air, agitated by the fermenting 0 


the Pepper. 
will, the young Lady's Remarks on the 


Worden fry Are th ale C I be- 
| c in L reation, 
lieve will never de controverted, 1 


- 


Mi of Se VI. 1 
A und tiib Operations of, Organs, ſo. complex, ſo 


s numeraus, yet ſo ineonceivably minute; how it 


. akens Admiration | Fills me with Reverence 
e ALMIGHTY MAKER! and yields 


«a Pleaſure, infinitely ſuperior to all the 


| £6, . Amuſements of our Sex !—Your Diſcoveries. 


« Life in Miniature, have given me a Diſguſt of, 
&; what is called High Life, and its folemn Foppe- 
et ries... You have ſpoiled me, Theron, for a faſhion- - 
<- able Trifler.. I ſhall no longer reliſh the dull Oe- 
e conomy of the Fan, or l of the 
Ka! 3 


Gs 
{its : 


8 eee 
e it muſt be my Province to celebrate this 


| Anhand Invention; and 1 wiſn I could do it, with. 


Manilias brilliant Jindigination Af the Microſcope 
leads Us downward, to the curious Secrets of the 
-animalcule Creation; the Teleſcope bears Us upward, 
to the grand Peculiatities of the ſtarry Regions. The 
Eye, conducted by this wonderful Guide, viſits a 
Variety of majeſtic Orbs, which would otherwiſe be 


"Iſt in unmeafurable Tracts of Ether. This, far 


hore fürprffing chan the Diſcoveries of Columbus, has 
found'out new Colonies of Worlds, in every Quarter 
of the" tioftiial Skies.” "This hin-glaced u 


. Ereſdent, on the Brow of one of the Planets; and 
"Has given en 4 HO ee 5 
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Tell me, Theron ; could You diſcern the full 
Choir of the Conſtellations, or diſtinguiſh the varie 
gated Face of the Moon, without the Aid of | yoat - 
teleſcopic Tube? Could You, with your unaſſiſted 
Eye, get a Sight of Fupiter”s Satellites, or procure. a 
Glimpſe of Saturn's Ring ?—Without that ſupplemen- 
tary Aid to our Bight, they are quite imperceptible 3 
though the Satellites of the former, are 
more magnificent, than the Rerinus of all the Mid- 
narchs in the World; and compared with the Ring 
of the latter, all the Bridges on ten thouſand Rivers; 
are leſs than the Ferule of your Cane. 

As the Teleſcope to the Eye, ſo is Revelation to the 
-Underftanding. It diſcovers Truths, which, excluſive 
of ſuch a Diſcovery, had been for ever hid from the 
_ moſt ſagacious Minds. Tis ſtrange to the unlearned 
Ohſerver, that this ponderous Globe of Earth and 
Seas, ſhould wheel its rapid Circuit round the gun. 
But the Te/eſcope has rendered this Fact clear to a 
Demonſtration, Tis ſtrange likewiſe to our natural 
Apprehenſions, that We ſhould die in Adam, and 
be widone by our firſt Parent's Diſobedience. Nor 
Ehle, that We ſhould be made alivein CHRIST, 
and derive our Recovery from his wmputed Righte- 
-ouſneſs, ne onetime Gn e 
;tain, as it is comfortable. 

Ther. Does Revelation make it certain ?——This js 
-a Point pot yet eſtabliſhed, but taken for granted. 
| * rather 2 that Revelation, in n Place 
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_ the Whole Bible, as che Imputation of CHRTST's 
"Righteouſneſs, If it 'was' fo leading an Article; "4s 
1 Ys it could not have been intire- 
5 5 forgotten by the inſpired Writers, nor r utterly eX- 
cluded hos l Bod of Divinity. 3Y 
bes, The very identical Fxpreticn may Wers 
cu, and yet the Doctrine be abundantly t 
I believe, You never met with the Word "Reſurrettion, 

in any Part of the Pentateuch ; nor ever read "the 

Phraſe Satigfaclion, in all the New Teſtament. "Yer 

our LOR D fully proved the Truth of the 

from the Writings of Moſes ; and You Vourſclf hive : 

acknowledged the latter, to be ee 
55 n | 

In the Epiſtle to the Romans, We e 
5 * repeated Mention of a Righteouſneſs imputed. 

' What or whoſe Righteouſneſs, can be the Subject of 
this Aﬀertion ?—Not the Righteouſneſs of Angel. 
They are a ſuperior Claſs of Beings, and have no 
ſuch intimate Connection with our Nature. Not the 
Righteouſneſs of eminent Saints. This is the ex- 
ploded Error of Popery; and furniſhes the Romi 
Tealots with that Chimera of Arrogance" and Folly, 
Works of Supererogation.—Not any Righteouſneſs 
of our on: for, it is poſitively declared, to be 
without Works *; in which no Works of our own 
have any Concurrence, or the leaſt Share. What 
other + Righteouſneſs then can be meant; but the 
Righteouſneſs of our great SUBSTITUT 
SURET Y, and S AV IO UR? Who took | 
Nature; diſchargedour Debt; and is therefore tiled, 


FEHOVAH os Ruh.. Dr 
anne rn Ne. 


1. * Rom, iv. 6. 8 4 4 Jer, xxiii. 6. 


p, 
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i «Ther; This is contrary. to the whole Tenour of 7 
cred Inſtructiods , Wbt ſays the Prophet! 7//h | 
the, wicked Man turneth away from his Wickedneſs tha 
He. hath committed, and deeth that which is Imofal. 1d 
reght, He ſhall ſave his Sou alive x. Here, that great- 
eſt of Bleſſings, the Salvation of the Soul, is aſcribed 
to a Departure. from Evil, and a Perſeverance i in Good : 
ta a real Alteration in a Man's own Temper = 
c, not to any fanſiful Application of ſome 
tranſmiſſive Righteoulneſs from Another. * 
Ab. The Text, I imagine, relates to N 
ion, rather than a ſpiritual and eternal Salva 
9 — taking it in your own Senſe, I would 
aſk ; Is there no Wickedneſs, but Riot and De- 
bauchery, Froſaneneſs and Injuſtice? — Unbeligf, 
tough it be not ſo much as noticed in dur Syſtems of 
Ethics, is, in the Volume of Revelation, declared Fy 
Hol Crime. Our L OR D, ſpeaking of the 
OLY SPIRIT, mentions it as a ſignal Part of 
bis Office, That He ſball convince the World of Sin. 
& what Sin? Scandalous Violations of moral Rec- 
titude-? This were a needleſs Employ. | The Light 
of Reaſon is ſufficient to evince ſuch a Charge; and 
the Court of Conſcience is erected, to pals the de- 
ſerved Sentence, —Of Sin, adds the HEAVE NL * 
TEACHE R, becauſe they believe not on me + : on 
my. Death, as the Cauſe of their Forgiveneſs ; on my 
Righteouſneſs, as the Ground of their Acceptance ; 3 
on wy; SPIRIT, as the 3 Principle of of heit 
Holineſs. 
\ Unbelief: treats G 2 D 2s A Life? 11 re- 
jects the Teſtimony, which He has bore 0 
R 4 „ 1 hiv 
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his beloved 8 ON.—Unbelief tramples on the Blood 
e : CHRIST, and.is a moſt contemptuous Aﬀeront 
to all his ſaving Offices, —Unbelief would oounteract 
the Operations of the HOL Y-GHOST ; whoſe 
peculiar Work it is, to teſtify of CHRIST, and 
make manifeſt his Righteouſneſs. Unbelief inſtigates 
(could We have thought it poflible ?) a Child of Duft, 
a'Slave of Sin, to idolize Himſelf and his own Per- 
Io fay all in a Word; Unbelief is that 
grand, that comprehenſive Sin, which re- 
jects, or impiouſly renounces, the moſt glorious Me- 
tbod of nen which nenn itſelf could 
deviſe. 
A nnen ation; never ue frond dis Wink 
_ edneſs.; till He turns, by a true Faith to FESUS 
CHRIST. Till then, He is a Rebel againſt the 
Goſpel. So flagrant a Rebel, that He ſtands particu- 
_ harly excepted, in the Act of Evangelical Indemnity. 
For, as He that believeth on the SON, hath everlaſting 
Zife; fo, He that believeth not, is ark abvaſy, 
and ih Wrath f G0 D abideth an him w. 


Ther. What are the Pſalmiſts Sentiments. on this 
aher! Does n ans Geir in a very 
_ different 
bes + iii. 18. 16. The Words are exc ly empha- 
22 no leſs 11551 — Not barely He 275 abr 12 
— — He _ believeth not) 1 —— 
already. ever ſo ſpecious or refined in his out- 
ward Cony on, He. lies under a Sentence of Death, 
- and is the 2 of divine Wrath. Which 25 only l 
n Him, but abiderb on Him, © So that, where-ever 
may be, whatever He may do, the Diſpleaſure of the tre- 
— JEHOVAH s over Him, like a dreadful 
_ Sword ; and, if He dies in ſuch a Condition, 


e al open kia, and cut him in Pieces eter- 
naly. 93 FFA 57S * Mn ln 


7 
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different Light? Thou LORD ert mei; for 
Ten ewardeft every Man according to lit, not Ang 


As. Noble Saying l May it be written upon our 
very Hearts — G OD is merciful, and therefare res 
wardeth. From whence it appears, that what We 
call a Reward, is really an Act of Mercy, rather than 
of Juſtice. The Mages of Sin is Death; but the 
a moſt important Diſtinction) the Ct of GOD is 
eternal Life f.— The inſpired Penman ſubjoins, not 
for, but according to, every Man's Works. His Works 
are the Meaſure, not the meritorious Cauſe.” To 
merit, is the ſole Prerogative of the SAVIOUR. 
To Him it is owing, that our imperfect Services are 
. gn Wn 
3 alert any Reward. 

-- Ther. Des not this Expoſition of yours; dad with 
that truly generous Acknowledgment of St. Pater? 
In every Nation, He that fearath GO D, and wor. 
1b Righteduſneſs, is accepted with Him t. Here, it 
is undeniably evident, that Acoeptance with our 
CREATOR, is founded: on a Man own Piety, 
und porſonal Integrity. 

Aſp. Rightly to underſtand this Text, We ſhould 
Inquire into the Circumſtances of the Hiſtory,—The 
Apoſtle had been ſtrongly and moſt unreaſonably pre- 
22 in Favour of the Jews; imagining, that the 

ion of CHRIST, like the Diſpenſation of 
15 wuſt be confined to his Countrymen. — But 
now, having conſidered the Purport of his late heayen- 
ty Viſion ; having compared it with the angelic Mes 
Pal. Lx. 12, + Rom. vi. 323. 1 A K. 35: 


ers eri, 27th VU ain ad is 08 
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quainted with de Chandler of that — 
He breaks out into this truly catholie Declaration. 
_—_ Prejudices are vaniſhed. My Sentiments are 

From the Inſtance before me, it is de- - 
Mere. ikea that GOD does not appro- 
ve priate the Bleſſings of his Covenant, to any parti · 
& cular Perſon, Family, or People. But, in cuery 
„ Nation, He that feareth Him, and from a Principle 
< of Religion i in the Heart, worketh Righteouſneſs in 
e the Life, ir accepted; fo accepted, as to be an 
< Object of the divine Favour, and an Inheritor of 
< eternal Happineſs.” 4 

This, I think, is the eng Meaning of the Place, 

And let it be recollected, that no One truly fears, or 
can poſſibly pleaſe GOD, without Faith . For 
which Reaſon, it ſeems neceſſary to ſuppoſe," that 
Cornelius, though a Heathen by Birth, had believed 
Grace, —Nay; it is evident from the Con- 

text, that he had heard of FESUS CHRIST; had 
ſome Acquaintance with the Deſign of his coming; 
and the Execution of his Office +; enough to be the 
Ground of a real, though perhaps an infantile Faith,* 
The Buſineſs of the Apoſtle was, to lead this Convert 
into the clear Light, and full Privileges of the Goſpel; - 
th ratify and confirm his Title to hoes, by the ſacred 


| e Sa 
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+ See wer. 36, 37. Indeed it ntl bardly be 
Wiſe g fince Cornelius was ſettled at Cæſarea, the 
of the Lord. Lieutenani; and Seat of the Civil, as N 
was of the Ecthfraftical Government. - In a Place t 3 

eral Reſort, ſo very remarkable an Event could not 
: 2 be known. Eſpecially, as Philip the 1 had 
fixed his Abode in tat City. See {27 viii. 40. 


D1ALOGUE VE 
Sen of 


251 

Baptiſm; and introduce Him, as the Fin. 
Fruits of the Gentiles, into the Chriſtian Church... 
80 chat nothing can be concluded from this Paſs 

_ age, but that the glad Tidings of Ghreftianity are 
for Fews, for Gentiles, for all People — that Faith, 
even when weak, is productive of good Works — 
and, when fincerely improved, will certainly. be. in- 
creaſed ; ts Fu Was = q tn» +. 


; Sic; L133 270 


Te. W SAVIOUR, i in ibs 
the Proceſs, and foretelling the Iſſue of the laſt deci- 
five 17554. aſſign a Kingdom to the Righteous? A. 
ſign it, in this preciſe View, as a proper Remunera- 
n of their own good Works; Saying, in the 
ky re Terms; Come, e no FATHER, 
it the. Kingdem prepared for Tou, from the Foun- 
an of the World: FOR. I was an hungred, 0d 
gave-me Meat; ror Cc. For l. 
. Be pleaſed to take Notice of the Expreffon. 
Fe Ne to inherit ; and what is freer than 
ahl Inheritance? — Obſerve, alſo, the Reaſon all 
and compare it with the Rule of Judicature. 
 believeth, faith the SUPREME T7 
be ſaued. This is the avowed, the invariable 
Standard, by which He proceeds, in 
everlaſting Judgment. Accordingly, He confers 
eternal Life on the Righteous, as Perſons intitled to 
this great Felicity, on the Foot of his own pore 
Appoin | 


PIT A vo 


tement. 
VD denotes, wil he We ee We AG 
of their Right. acquit ſuch a Perſon, ſays the 
* Sr 


00 "= f 


Matt. Xxr. 30 
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. depoſe, that the Debt is paid.” The Depoſition, 
which anſwers to theſe righteous Acts, is the Proof; 
Payment of the Debt, Which correſponds with 
_ GCHRIST's perfect Obedience, is the-Cauſe * of 

he Diſcharge. Fer Ye have given ; Ye have abound- 
ed in all Inſtances of Duty to me, and Love to your 
Breihren; and thereby have manifeſted V ourſelves 
true Believers. WET 

It may be farther obſerved, That our L O RD ſays 

not, Ye have done it to your Fellow- creatures, but to 
theſe my Brethren 4. He commends not every ran- 
dom A of Good-nature or Generoſity, but ſuch 
Kinds of Beneficence only, as carry the Chriftian 

p; were exerciſed to a Diſciple, in the Name of 
's Diſciple. Theſe moſt evidently proceed from N alt, 
and undeniably atteſt its Sincerity. _ 
Fe og An old! DiſtinQions more ſubtle, than 

9 

Aſp. To-me this ey appear in no ſuch Light. 1 
You think otherwiſe, let Us appeal to thoſe excellent 


Perfons themſelves. The Turn, the very remarkable 


Turn of their Sentiments, will fully decide our Que- 


e upon their own ek. 


Duties, and beneficent Deeds ? Far from tely- 

on them, farther fill from pleading them, 

= rok a Jogle Thought upon png hem oy 

goo on the Rock of Ages, they forget theſe 
dann 


Tze — | is come, ſays the Countryman; 
* blooms, and 1 Black-Bird ſings. The bun 
Hg of the Trees, and che Melody of che Birds, — 
— only to ps fey the delight- 
. are, not jts Cayſe, but the * 
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Drag oous ve 
tranſient Bubbles . They wonder, That thelr exiſted 
MASTER ſhould condeſcend, to make any hotiourable 


mention of ſuch imperfect Services. — Ol that We 


may be enabled, through the whole Courſe of our 
Lives, to follow the Example of their Piety ; and, 
when We ſtand before the tremendous Tribunal, to 
imitate their Humility and Wiſdom! Their Humility 
in renouncing themſelyes, and diſclaiming all Deſert 
of their own. "Their Wiſdom; in repoſiug their 
whole Confidence on the Metits and Rightevuſneſs 
of their REDEEMER. © 

Ther. Our LORD makes no mention 6f this 
Doctrine, in his Sermon on the Mount. Whereas, 
if it had been fo very material, He would at leaſt have 
touched | upon it, in that Enittpreheniſive opener of 
true Religion. 


4b. Oir LORD figs not a Word, concerning 


the Sacrifice of his Death. Neither is there a 8. 


lable, relating to his Interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors. 


But are theſe Articles of our Faith to be deemed fic- 
titious or ſuperfluous ? Becauſe, they are not expreſ- 
ly inculcated, in that admirable Treatiſe of practical 


Divinity. 


However, upon a more attentive Examination | 


perhaps, We ſhall find the Point moſt 8 

lied, though not di ey Re; its Neceſſity 
Ses, though its ature be not explained. 
| —The 

<4; % t 3 a 7 
9 0% are, compared with the all; orious 
Obedience: hy IST; or conſidered in all-gor to 
— Affair of Juſtification before GOD. — But as 
or watery Veſicles inflated with Air, are the 

Means of exhibiting the beautiful Colours of the Rain- 
| bbw; fo theſe Services, though poor and deſective, Sear 
Timon to the — IO IEEs precious Grato—Faith. 
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> Hluftrious' TEA CHER opened his Mouth, 
und with a peculiar Solemnity faid; Bleſſed are the 
Pier is Spirit . But e are they ? Not the Per- 
ſons,” who ſooth themſelves with the flattering Con- 
ceit of the Laedicean Church; 7 am rich in Obedi- 
ence; and iucreuſad in ſpiritual Goods +. Thoſe ra- 
ther, who ſee their Indigence ; bewail their Guilt; 
and hunger and thirſt after the juſtifying Merit of a 
REDEEMER. Who, from the very Bottom of 
an humbled Heart, confeſs ; „LORD, I am no 
more able to conform all my Conduct, to thy 
— omg than I am capable of atoning for 
<«< my- innumerable Sins. CHRIST muſt be my 
« Righteouſneſs, Es TIRE or elſe 
«. Fam irrecoverably undone.” 0 
The inimitable PREACHER EL 
his" Hearers ; That, unleſs their Righteouſneſs exceed 
the” Righteouſneſs of the Seribes and Phariſees, they 
ſhall in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven 1. — 
How muſt Chriſtians exceed the Phariſees * Not on- 
in being /ncere; in having Reſpect unto all GOD's 
Commandments ; but alſo in poſſeſſing a complete 
Righteouſneſs. Such as the divine Holineſs can, 
wir Complacency, accept; and in which the di- 
vine Juſtice may, with Honour, acquieſce. Nor 
can this be any Thing leſs, than the perfect Obedi- 
ence of the great MEDIATOR. — St. Paul's 
memorable Teſtimony, concerning his Attainmeßta 
in the Phariſaical, and his Hopes in. the Cbriſtian 
State I, afford the very beſt Comment upon this 
. LORD. "the, 
| Fe, 


= hagty + hen u 17. e T 
G Err 20 


"Ther; The ORACLE of Heaven, Non kn, 


all Queſtions 3 How. a Perſon; may aſcextain be 


Title to Life and Immortality? And what is the 
Tenour of the ſacred Reſeript? We are referred to 
the Ten Commandments; and, in the moſt explicit 
Terms, with the moſt peremptory Air, told; This 


D Og. and thou ſhalt live *. Ii 4; ret Bits nun bot 


+ Aſp» That particular Perſon, if You pleaſe, as res 
ferred to the ten Commandments. ; ..not- Ma, and 


Mankind in general. Our LORD, in the pre- 


ceding Verſes, had been informing his Diſeiples; 
That they muſt' receive the Kingdom of GO D, or 

the Grace of the Goſpel, and the Bleſlings it. propoſes, 
as a little Child. And this can bo lignilys/ in 
Conſequence of their own. Doings. 


"Ther, Thet pereiculon Parkui.cefatet t: auth 


Maonkind i in general I don't-underſtand pere 


* 


Af | 
45. Vou will obſerve then, that. c our LORD 


Reply was not an univerſal Direction, but an Anſwes 


Ad. Haminem; adapted to the Application of the 


. 5 Gentleman +. — laſtead n « How 


ty * 


* Mark x. 17. Luke x. 28. xviii. OY _—_ 

J l is delightful to obſerve the Wiſdom of our 

LORD : how exactly this divine Cafuift ſuits his Coun- 

be various States of Mankind, —The Secure and 
—— To the Contrite and Penitent He prea 

that they may be comforted. When dl Pha. 


ous He ſends to the Law, that they may * 
Il of Self-conceit ſtands up and ſays, What fall 


725 The Anſwer is, Do all that is commanded. When | 


the broken-hearted Woman falls at his Feet, and ſpeaks in 
Nn the, Guilt of her Life, and the Anguiſſi of her 


* is the gracious Reply) 
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Salvation upon ſuch legal Terms, know, that your 
Obedience muſt be nothing leſs, than a perfect Con- 
ſormity to the divine Law. Perform all its Precepts, 
in their utmoſt Extent, in their exacteſt Purity, and 


with an unremitted Perſeverance, then — But alas 
ſuch Perfection is too high for fallen Creatures; they 
cannot attain unto it. Neceſſarily, therefore, muſt 
they drop all ſuch Pretenſions, and have recourſe to 
ſome other Method of Juſtification. 2 


Wer. Why did that . WONDERTUL 


« COUNSELLOR,” if ſuch was the Purport 
of bis Anſwer, expreſs Himſelf fo obſcurely ? Why 
did He not divert his promiſing Scholar from this 
fruitleſs Attempt ; . 
practicable Way of obtaining Salvation? 
Asp. This He did, with the fineſt Addreſs, 260 
the moſt ſkilful Manner. Had our LORD plainly 
affirmed, © You are worldly; You are covetous ; 
< your Riches are your G0 D:“ ſuch a Charge 
would, in all Probability, have been as confidently 
denied, as it was plainly urged. Therefore He brings 
this ſpocious Hypecrite to « 70% ®, which could not 
be evaded, and which was ſure to diſcover the Truth. 
A Teſty er 1 ate? enormous 


* Luke mib 88, 


— WY * FT I I TL TED 


9141 68 n E vi 
Deſedts of his ſo much boaſted Obedien h 
os ix appear, that, infled of Leeping eee 


dhe very f. But, amidſt all his. towering Imagi- 
nations of Himſelf, had been, and at that very In- 


fant was, a ſordid groveling Idolater : who preferred 


his tranſitory Polfeſhons on Exrth, to an incdrrup- 


tible Inderitance in the. Kingdom of Lesben s. = 


Could any Expedient be more ſuitable ti the Caſs? 
Or better calculated to reduce Him, intodicated as 
He was with Pride, tö a ſobet humbte Mind ? TO 
beat Him off from his falſe Foundatibn; the' Rights 
A and lehd Him to 2 
iance on the promiſed, nn . er 
E&SSIAH! + 

It puts me in mind of — Friend Bagasies Con 
duct, Which ſeems to have ſome Conformity with 
our LO RD's Procedure; and may, poſſibly, tend 
to illuſtrate its Propriety. — Viſiting one of his un- 
learned Neighbours, He found Him in company 
with a certain talkative Stranger 3 Who was harangue· 
ing, at an extravagant Rate, on the Wonders of 
Aſtronomy. — Sagacio ſoon perceived, that the chief 
Furniture of this extraordinary Adept, lay in a little 
Aequaintance with the technical Terms, and fotfe- 
what more than a little Share of Affiirance.-- Hod 
ſhould He bring the ſelf-plumed Scioliſt to a little 
Modeſty of Sentiment, and Decorum of Converſation ? 
took Leave to aſky' 45. What" the Word ro- 
<6 ne might Ggnify-?! The Orator was ſtruck 
dumb in a Moment. He had never inſormed Him- 
ſelf, it ſeems, that Aſtronomy related to the Order 
Vr. I, "Bf rs and 


9 Lake wil. 23. 1 


—— 


mandments, this vain. Self-juſticiary had not eyed 


oer, 
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© und Regulation of the Stars. This ſingle Queſtion 
- taught our minute Philoſopher, more effectually than 
twenty Lectures on the Subject. It taught Him his 
own Ignorunce; and that He had the very Rudiments 
of his S much admired Scletice Rl to learn, * 


| Ther. What will You as to > thok famous Paſſages 
in the Epiſtle of St. James ? By Works a Man is ju- 
1 ed. Mas not Abraham our. Father juſtified by 
| #?, Can any Words be plainer in their Mean- 
ing? Or, can any Meaning be more directly oppo- 
ſite to the whole Scope of your Argumentation? 
Asp. This I would ſay, Theron. — The Paſſages 
Vou quote, when detached from the Context, may 
ſeem inconſiſtent with the Declarations of another 
Apoſtle. As a Limb, when wrenched from its natu- 
ral Situation, appears with an Air of Diſproportion. 
Whereas, reduce the diſlocated Part, and it will re- 
cover the Symmetry of its Shape; it will harmonize 
exactly with the animal Syſtem. — Replace likewiſe 
theſe Aſſertions; conſider them in Connection with the 
whole Paragraph; and they will be found, if not V- 
niſons, yet 1 with! —— 


Paul's Teaching. 5 
What is the Point, which St. Janes undertakes to 


Maſtiate? —To diſtinguiſh a genuine from an inſin- 
cere Faith, F a Man ſay, He hath" Faith; this is 
the Boaſt of ſome hypocritical Profeſſor. So that 
the Apoſtle 1 is evidently dealing with a Pretender to 
the precious Gift: and charge replies, Shew me 
thy Faith: —— — Prove i 


N ich Ni #46 to 
oy " 1 


N en i 21, 24: . HY 
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to me and to the Church, to thy Fellow-creatures and 
Fellow- chriſtiann. If unproductive of rightedus 
Works, We muſt pronounce it 3 worthleſs, 
dead. | 

Having detected the Counterfeit, He A to 
| deſcribe the Sterling. The grand Characteriſtic of 
which is, A Frame of Mind and a Courſe of Action, 
correſponding with the Doctrine believed. By this 

Touchſtone the Faith of our renowned Progenitor 
was tried; and, being tried, was found unto 
% Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory.“ Was not A- 
braham our Father juſtified by Works ? — Juſtified ! 
How? As to Acceptance with the SUPREME 
JUDGE? No: this was effected, long before the 
Patriarch offered up aac. But when He exerciſed that 
Heroic A& of Self-Denial, Refignation, and Obedi- 
ence; then his Juſtification was evidenced, to all his 
Cotemporaries, and to all Generations. His Faith ua 
made perfect *; anſwered its proper End; and ap- 
peared to be of the true, the triumphant, the ſerip- 
tural Kind; ſince it overcame the World, overcame 
Self, and regarded GOD as All in All. 

Upon the whole; St. Paul ſpeaks concerning the 
Juſtification of our Perſons ; St. James concerning 
the nn of our Faith .— St. Paul deſeribes 

— In this Senſe; , We are to un- 
derſtand St. John's Aphoriſm. that deeth Righteouſ- 


neſs, is righteans : manifeſts the Truth of his Converſion, 
and juſti 15 = Profeſſion from all Suſpicion of Infince- 
"1\Fobn ii. 7. 
+ That the Expreſſion uſed by St. James, fignifies this 
_ declarative Juſtification, is plain from 1 77 2. iii. 16. 

Where the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, ays ; Mu, He Was juflifed "= 2 
5 . * 8 7 
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the Manner of being juſtified, before the all- ſacing 
G00; St. Jamer points out the Proof * of a juſti- 
fied. State, as it is viſible to Men. — The former. 
proceeds from the immaculate Righteouſneſa of 
CHRIST, placed to our Account; the latter con- 
| fiſts in the Fruits: of Righteouſneſs, adorning our 
Liſe.—Righuy underſtood, therefore, theſe Paſſages 
are not in the leaſt contradictory to the Epiſtles of 
St, Paul, or to the Scopo of my Argumentation. But 
are a ſeaſonable Caveat- and a proper Preſtrvative, 
againſt, miſunderſtanding 1heſe, os perverting thin 
Ther. I wiſh, you would read that conciſe, but 
judicious Abridgment of true Religion, compriſed im 
the fifteenth Palm. The: ſacred Penman: ſets. out: 
with, this Inquiry; LORD, who ſhall dioell in thy 
Tabernacle, or who, fhall-re/t upon thy holy. Hell ? Fo. 
this: moſt intereſting, Query the following Verſes. are 
a.full. and: ſatis factory Anſwer. The whole of which. 
turns upon the Diſcharge of moral Duties; walking 
N Nee Without a Syl- 


W 
SIE N. declared, to; be-the tus SON of GQD; 
manifeſted on Earth, and recognized from Heaven, as 


the undbubted SAVIOUR « the World. 
A very little Reflection, I ſhould imagine, muſt 
conyince mou unprejudiced Reader; That St. Fames 
before the f be ſe the Method of 1 — 
before arch 


Who made his Soul an one th ** —— give. all 
the Prophets Witneſs, that — belieueth in Him, ſhall. 
receive Remiſfion of Siu and befides aubom, there is no; other 
Name given under Heaven, where . can N @ved—Could 
| ag Apa Apoſtle ſo abſolutely forget his L O RP; and in a 

ſe, where every other in fired Writer chinonfalges 
Him; nay, — to be AL L in ALL? 
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1able, or a ſingle Hint, concerning the very ſuperior 
Excellence of Faith, or the extreme ter of 'a_ 
vicarious Obedience. I 

"Aſp. I have often ni rimatiber, 
that beautiful, that inſtructive Palm. And I beg 
leave to obſerve, once for all, with relation to fuch 
Paſſages of the Old Teſtament; That they ſuppoſe 
the Perſons, whom they deſcribe, to be convinced 
of their natural Corruption ; to be humbled under 'a 
Senſe of their aun Guilt ; and to live ih a conſcien- 
tious Obſervance of the expratory Sacriſces. All 
- which had an invariable Reference to CHRIST, and 
derived their whole Virtue from his Mediation. 
Would any of the Jewiſh Saints, think you, have 
dared to advance a Plea for eternal Bleſſedneſs, upon 
the Foot of their own Conformity to ſuch moral Di- 
rections ? Neglecting, at the ſame Time, the annual 
.Ordinance of the Paſſover, the Sacrifices of the three 
great Feſtivals, or a believing Improvement of — 
daily Oblation. — By no means. They were; and 
they would acknowledge themſelves,  deplorably de- 
fective. They. would plead the Promiſe of free 
Grace, and fly to the Blood, which GOD himſelf 
had appointed tu mate an A for their Souls, — 
By ſuch Sentiments and ſuch a Conduct, they re. 
.duced to Practice the very Eſſence of our Doctrine: C 
difavowing their own Deeds, however virtuous or 
religious; and. truſting in the Strength af Fuel, the 
'LORD aur Righteaſne/s. Who alone fulfilled all 
the Precepts, contained in this excellent Formulary | 
of Duty. Who was alſo the Suffante of wy puri- 

wg WTF Frapitiatory ** 
2 83 Ty. 
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J _ . - Ther. Has not the ſacred Writer expreſly ſaid, at 
the Cloſe of the P/alm ? . Whoſo nor TH ml _ 
Hall never fall. 
Af. He has: And this, Trend, ils 
Meaning, —*< Perſons of ſuch a Temper, and ſuch 
« Practice, bear the Marks of GO D's Children, 
&« and are meet for his Glory. Accordingly, they 
< ſhall never fall, either into total Apoſtacy HERE, 
* or final Condemnation HEREAFTER. - They 
& are now Heirs, and in due Time ſhall be Poſſeſ· 
<« ſors, of his eternal Kingdom.” | 
But you will take Notice, that all theſe Duties , 
and Qualifications, only characterixe, not conflitute, 
the Inheritor of Heaven, — You, will likewiſe ad- 
vert to another very remarkable Circumſtance in 
his Character; He ſetteth not by Himſelf, but is lowly 
in bis own Eyes. Or, as the lively Original ſpeaks, 

He is beſe and vile in his own Sight. So far from 
aſpiring to Self-ju/tification, that He abſolutely re- 
nmounces it; and falls down, in deep Abaſement, at 

3 en rich n | 2 


* Palm xv. 4. DXD2 5% ma. I cannot ſay, that 
J admire the Bible Tranſlation of this Clauſe : In whoſe 
Eyes the wile Perſon is contemptible. Methinks, it does not 
" — of the tender and benign Spirit of our Religion, 
Which teaches Us to honaur all Men; to deſpiſe no one's 
Perſon, but only to abhor the V chedneſ; of the Wicked. 
Should the Senſe I have oppoſed, have its —_—_— 
the [Senſe I have preferred, is incomparably <weightier, 
If, to deſpiſe the Vile, is a religious Act; to think 
mieanly | o Ourſelves, is a much more advanced, and 
a far more difficult Inſtance of Religion. This is to 
copy the higheſt Pattern of human Excellence ; who, 
notwithſtanding his very ſuperior Attainments, account, 
ed Himſelf leſs than the leaſt of all Sajnts ; nay, the very 
ehiefeft of Sinners, | a 


N 
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Ther. I cannot but think, it is the current "Dae! | 
of Scripture, and J am ſure, it is one of the ft 
Principles which the Light of Nature teaches— 
That the 'moſt high G OD muſt neceſſarily love 
Righteouſneſs, and take Pleaſure in the Righteous. _ 

Aſp. If the Light of Nature was to publiſh. a Go- 
ſpel, T believe, it would be formed upon your Plan, 
It would beſtow Favour only on the Innocent, the 
Virtuous, and the Holy. — But the Goſpel of 
CHRIST runs in a very different Strain. This 
brings Pardon for the Condemned, and Bleflings for 
the Acturſed. This is Health to the Sick, and Re- 
covery to the Ruined. The LORD hath anointed 
me, faith its divine Author, to preach good Tidings 1d 
the Meek, who are humbled under a Senſe of their 
Unworthineſs. — He hath ſent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, who are wounded with a Conviction of 
their undone State — to proclaim Liberty to the Cap- 
tives, the wretched Captives of Satan; and the Opening 
of the Priſon to them that are bound, bound in the Chains 
of Darkneſs, Sin, and Miſery *. . | 

As I am myſelf a moſt — Sinner, You' 
muſt not be diſpleaſed, if I eſpouſe the Cauſe of thoſe 
unhappy Creatures. Yet, though a Friend of Sin- 
ners, I am no Enemy to the Righteous, I intirely 
agree with my Theron in allowing, that the moſt 
High G O neceſſarily loves Righteoufneſs. On- 
ly T want to be informed, Where this admirable and 
lovely Quality is to be found ? — Not among the 
ne They have ſwerved from the Dictates of 

5 8 4. natural 


2 Iſaiah Ixi. 13 
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natural Coriſcience; — Not among the Fews. They 
have broke the holy Commandment delivered on 
Mount Sinai, — Not among Chriſtians. 8 if 
GOD ſhould enter into Fu gment with Uh: Vis 
ould not anſwer f lim one > Thouland. — In the 
Kingdom of thi 10 5 5 the Country of the 
Mors, where will Ven find the native Whites? 
T SON of GOD found None among the 

Race of Adam, that were intitled to the Character of 
ED He who gave! Himſelf a Ranſom for 


es no A plication to ſuch Perſons . Why? 
. len diſe ſefteemed perſonal Goodneſs? 
Or was unable to ee the Excellency of inhe- 
| rent Virtue? — No; but becauſe he knew, that, 
niable Qualifications are, they have no 
e 0 human Heart; till the Sinner, re- 


bY y his Death, be ſanQified alſo by bis 


: BY. remember, perhaps, that remarkable „ 

Which the Spartans once returned to a threatening 

85 ay. from ſom me of the neighbouring States. 
; could be more et ; — I think, no- 


ching was ever more fpirited an 
” Ther. oſe eighbours x them to COTS 
y their Abe adors ; $* That, if they entered their 
itories, they would burn their Towns ; make 
60 the nhabitants Priſoners ; 4 f read Deſtruction, 
60 where-eyer they advanced.” 0 which inſolent 


e che braye Lacedemmians made no other 
ply, than — IF. 


ls this ihe Sor. to which You refer? 


Ah. 


mY „ Matt. i ix. 13. — net to call thy Elia, but 
e oper, c 


* 
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Ap. The very ſame. — And when you are ſpeak- 


ing of human Righteouſneſs, as the Cauſe of our 
Acceptance with the eternal GOD, I Would bor 


row the Language of a Spartan. IF, ſhall: de my 
Reply. —LF, ſecluſive of the Obedience, and in- 
dependent on the SPIRIT of CHRIST, You can 
furniſh Yourſelf with this Endowment: Or, if You 
can carry your Righteouſneſs to that Perfection, 
which may equal the Purity of the Law, and com- 
port with the Majeſty of the Lawgiver : then truſt in 
it; let it be the Ground of your F * 
ſeek no better Foundation. 

But whoever ſhall, in this 1 ſeek for his 
Recommendation to the Favour of GOD; will 
act like the miſtaken Countryman in Horace: Who, 
being unable to ford the River, took up a Reſolu- 
tion to wait on the Banks, till the Seen w * 


: 


| — r 


Der. Here, I fanſy, We muſt take Leaye of 


your Countryman. If He adheres to his Reſolution, 
We ſhall find Him in the very ſame Situation, when 


Breakfaſt i is over ; and may reſume our Subject, juſt 
Yes it is diſcontinued. 


1 Vain Man At: Such flatt ring Hopes enge: 
+ de flows, "and flows, and will for ever flow. 


DIA. 
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. Taxkxon- ; | [Sik 
O me, who have. ſpent the! . 
Part of the Winter in Town, theſe 
d cenes of the Country are inexpreſſibly 
Z pleaſing. Take, who will, the gilded 
Saloon, and the ſilken Settee; ſo long 
28 Lean ſhelter myſelf under the Canopy of ſuch a 
fpreading Beech, and uſe one . ones mi 
' ſhapen Roots for my Seat. 
EF -*Tis-true, We ſee no longer thoſe ſplendid UTR 
=”. and elegant Toupees, which diſtinguiſh the Park 
13 and the Mall. — But we have, full in our View, a 
| | Multitude of honeſt Ruſtics; purſuing their chearful 
Labours in yonder Meadow. Some, mowing the 
luxuriant Herbage. Some, raiſing it into regular 
Cocks. Others, loading their Waggons with the 
Hay, or clearing the Ground with their Rakes. The 
Ground, cleared of its foft Incumbrance, appears 
freſh. and green, like another Spring. While the Ex- 
balations of the tedded 8 floating in the Alr, 
» | y give 
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give a rural Perfume to the Gale. — And which, my 
Apaſio, which are the moſt valuable Objects? The 
litfle Labourers of the Hive, that enrich themſelves, 
and regale their Maſters ? Ot the gay Fluttererr of the 
Garden, whoſe whole Life is nothing but Sport; and 
their higheſt Character is, to be inſignificantly pretty ? 

Aſp. In this Retirement, We hear none of the 
wanton and corrupting Airs of the Opera; no, nor 
the majeſtic and ennobling Melody of the Oratorio *. 
But We have a Band of Muſic, ſtationed in the 
Grove; and a Concert of native Harmony, 'warb- 
ling from the Boughs. We are entertained with the 
Muſic, which charmed the human Ear, long before 
Fubal found out his Inſtruments ;” and thouſands of 
Years before Handel compoſed his Notes. — The Bull- 
finch; and a Multitude of little tuneſul 'Phroats,- 
ſtrike the Key. The Thruſh below, and the Sky. 
Lark reſponſive from above, diver/ify and erat the 
Strain. The Black-Bird, ſomewhat like the ſolemnm 
Organ, with Notes perfectly mellow, and gracefullß 
ſonorous, crowns the Choir. While the Turtles 
melancholy Voice, and the murmuring Water's plan- 
tive Tone, deepen and complete the univerſal” Sym- 
phony.” att 2 upegfs 21555 2 
Majeſic and ennobling.— This, I think, is the true 
Character, and expreſſes the real 'Tendency, of the Ora- 
torio. Nevertheleſs, it may not be improper to obſerve; 
that if We carry a trifling or irreligious Spirit to che 
Entertainment; if We attend to the muſical Airs, but 
diſregard thoſe ſacred Truths, which enter into the 
Compoſition ; it will be little better than a Profanation of - 
88 Things. I fear, it will be a Species of ahg 
G OD's adorable and glorious Name in vain.  _ © 


- + Gen. iv. 21. 
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This is the Muſic, which conſtituted the. firſt 


Song of Thankſgiving, and formed the firſt vocal 
Praiſe, that the all-gracious CREATOR re- 
cCeived, from his new made World. This is nei- 


ther the Parent of Effeminacy, nor a Pander for 


Vice; but refines the Affections, even while i it amu- 
ſes the Imagination. 


Ther. All the . of Nature, are cal- 


culated to ſecure qur Innocence, as well as togratify 
our Fancy, —And what is another very "agreeable 
; ie, theſe Gratifications which afford the 


ſublimeſt Pleaſure, are exhibited gratis. While thoſe, 
which enervate the Mind, and debauch the Aﬀec- 


; tions, muſt be dearly purchaſed. Every one cannot 


gain - Admittance into the Boxes or the Pit, when 


ſome celebrated Tragedy is brought upon the Stage. 
But every one may behold the beauteous Exhibitions 


of Spring, and the noble Productions of Autumn. 


All may contemplate the Machinery of Nature, and 
the Wonders of Creation. Thereby enjoying a far 
more . exquiſite Amuſement, without any of tho 


Guilt, or any of the Danger. 


The Inhabitants of yonder Villages, bare 2 never 
beheld the ſplendid Proceſſion, which ſolemnizes the 
Coronation of a Monarch; nor the gaudy Illumina- 


tions, which diſtinguiſh the Anniverſary of his Birth. 
But they ſec, almoſt every Morning, a much nobler 


Spectacle diſplayed in the Eaft. They ſee the great 
| Ruler of the Day, or rather the Envoy from Day's 


eternal SOVEREIGN, making his Entry amidſt 


the vaſt Spaces of the Sky. The Heavens are ftrewed 
with Colours, that outvie the Pinks and Carnations. 
The Grals is decked with Dew-Drops, and every 


„ BA . %% „ „ A + Wd 


- i | OY. ae 


_ _DITALOGUE VII. 269 
Plant is ſtrung, as it were, with Pearls. All around 
the Darkneſs flies, and ſweet refreſhing Gales ariſe,” 
At length the magnificent Luminary appears. And 
what is all the oſtentatious Pomp of Kings? What 
is all the Glitter of the moſt brilliant Court? Com- 
pared with his tranſcendent Luſtre ? This Spectacle 
we may behold, without Loſs of Time, or Prejudice 
to Health. Nay; We cannot behold it, without 
improving one, and redeeming the other. So bene 
ficial are even the Pleaſures, which Nature yields 
Se ſerviceable the wy an to wann. 
invites 

- Aſd. der is the Almighty MAKER; 
in the Conſtitution of material Things. The Sub- 
/tantial and the Yaluable, are open to every One; are. 
aceefible by all. Only the Tinſel and the Trappings,. 
are the Property of a Few ; the poor Prerogative of 
Wealth 

' No- leſs- gracious is ob, in the Diſpoſal of 
ſpiritual Favours. Theſe are infinitely more excel- 
lent; and yet are equally free. We are invited to 
buy them, without Money, and without Price u. 
What do you give for the Benefits of the riſing Sun, 
or the Delights of this rural Melody? The Cafe is 
much the fame, with regard to the Righteouſneſs,” 
by which We are juſtified, and all the MEER 
NS TIO, | | 


A 
- 


"Ther. This: brings to our Remembrance the 
Countryman, whom we left on the Banks of che 
River, * lee Theron and the 

Ruſtic 


- | * Tſai. lv. . 
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Ruſtic are pretty much upon a footing. The firſt, 
us far from acceding to your Notions ; as the las, 
* from gaining his Point. 

Ap Have you any Odjection, Thien, to theſe 
4 of Nature; becauſe, they are neither pur- 


chaſed by your We nor r produced by your own 
Toil . 


Ther. But Who can ever 3 to obtain en 
and Acceptance, and eternal Salvation, at ſo cheap 


* Rate? It ſeems to be all Deluſion, Aſpaſio. N. 
Ab. So cheap! Then You would pay ſomewhat, 
1 preſume, by way of Price. But pray, let me 
aſk; What Price did You; pay to GOD your 
MAKER, for faſhioning You in your Mother's 
Womb ? What Price have you paid to G OD your 
PRESERVER, for upholding You ever ſince 
You was born? Or what Price do You think of 


paying to G OD the ſupreme PROPRIE TOR, 


for the Ground, on which You tread; for the Air, in 


which You breathe ; for the Sun, by which You ſee? 
Juſt, the ſame Price muſt You advance. to GOD - 


your . SAVIOUR, for all his juſtifying Merits, 


Both theſe and thoſe proceed from the ſame BE- 


NEF ACTOR; They are all abſolutely neceſſary, 


e Soul, And they are all vouchſaſed on the fame 


For thus faith the Prophet; His G- 
ning. forth, in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, is pre- 
pared as the Morning. CHRIST, with all his pre- 
cius Privileges, hall come wnto Us as the Rain; as 
* er 1 or Kan unto the Harth u. —How-- 


n 10 25 9 49 4 * - "IL a IF! if * ever, 
® Hof. vi. 3. 


9 * 
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ther for the Welfare of the Body, or the Happineſs of 


: 7 * 
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ever, if You are . acquainted with a different, or h 
better Way, be ſo good 25 eee your 
Knowledge. my | 
a. Ther. Some, You may ee N ber 
noffenſeve Behaviour. They live peaceably.; They 
do no Harm to their Neighbours. They are guilty 
of no groſs Offence. againſt GOD. And Why 
ſhould, they not hope to obtain his Favour : They 
apprehend, the Prophet Samuel eſtabliſhes. their 
Hope, when He makes this ſolemn. Appeal; I boſe 
Aſs have I taken? Whoſe Ox have I taken? Or whom 
have 1 defrauded* ?—Nay, they imagine, that our 
LORD himſelf has authorized their Expectation, by 
giving | this Character of Nathaniel; An IJſraelite in- 
deed, in whom is no Guile +. K — from out- 
ward Injuſtice and inward Hypocriſy, is all the Qua- 
lifcation, ages. in the one Cain, avowed in the 
other. | 

Aſp. This negative Goodneſs (if it 4 od 
called Goodneſs) was a Plea for the bog/ting Phariſees, 
But. None, I preſume, would chooſe to be aſſociated 

"I uch a Companion, either in nn ws 
ndition Hereaſter. 

* in the Place You mention, s vindicating 
Himſelf, only to his  Fellew-creatures,' and only in 
the Capacity of a Magiſtrate. He ſpeaks not of his 
Juſtification before the Judge of Quick aud Dead. 
This, He well knew, muſt be derived from another 
Source, and muſt reſt upon a firmer Bottom. 4 

The I1fraelite without Guile, was a Perſon, ho not 
only abſtained from every Sin, but performed every 
ws ; and without any " Neglect of the One, 


* 


* 1 Sam, xii, 3. 1 John i i, 47. 
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or any allywed biditlyerits of the Other. This In- 
Rltthice; therefore, will by no means prove the Suffi- 
ciency of your negative Righteouſneſs, Which fe&ms 
to fave juſt” the fame Degree 'of Excellency, 45 a 
Fountain that never iſſues in Water, or as 4 Cloud 
that never deſcends itt Rain. 4 

Mer. In this Particular, Apafio, your Sentitftent; 
are mine. But I would add nag to Civility ; 
the birtunu to the inoffenſtye Cohverſation. And if 
we not only ceaf& ts" do Evil, but learn to do welf: 
if we uſe Temperance, exerciſe Charity, and keep 
All the Commandments to the 5% of our "Power, is 

not this a ſufficient Foundation for out Hope? 

Ap. Yes, Theron; if, as you add Morality to your 
Ciility, you add Pere on to both. Othetwiile you 
mut be ranked, not among the Chaimamti, but 

among the Delinfumts. You have no Fitle to a Re- 
ward, but ſtand-in Need of Pardon. 

Ik is 2 Principle of Juſtice, founded on the unnl- 

terable Cofftitution'of Things, That the Debtor be 
acquitted; when He has paid the Debt. But ſup- 
poſing Him, inſtead of Gold to bring Tron; inſtead 
of Talents to return Pence; inſtead of defrayirig, to 
inoreaſe the Score daily; can Ele men reafonbfy e. 
pect. or legally clair a Diſcharge? 
Wirk reſpect to ſuch an Obedience, ve mi 
paſs our Verdict ir! the figurative, but very expref. 
ſwe Language of Iſaiah. The Bal in Porter, thine that 
a Man cam fires Hinifoelf om it; and the Covering 
* ker _ "He . 3141 . 
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It can neither give Reſt to the awakened Con- 
| ſrience, nor afford Protection to the guilty Soul. 
If we have nothing better to plead, We ſhall not be 
able to lift up our Heads, in the laſt decifive Judge- 
ment; but muft enter into the Rock, and hide Our- 
ſelves in the Duſt, for Fear of the LORD, n | 
the Glory of his Majeſty *. 

- Ther. We will go a Step farther, and take in the 
Exerciſe of Devotion. We will read GOD's Word; 
pray to his DIVINE MAJESTY; and regu- 
larly attend on his public Worſhip.— Here now, are 
ſocial Accompliſhments and moral Virtues, compreſs 
” the Performance of religious Duties. 

Aſp. Completed ! — I fear, that Expreſſion will 
ſcarcely abide the Teſt of a fingle Query.” Have 
You then performed all your Duties, with that ar- 
dent Love of GOD, and undivided View to his 
Glory? With that adoring Gratitude to the bleſſed 
7ESUS, and that child-like Dependence on his 
SPIRIT ? Which the Reaſon of Things requires, 
and the Scriptures of Truth enjoin ?--If not; your 
Duties, be they moral, or religious, or both, are 
far from being complete. Nay; they are utterly 
defective ; and, for that Reaſon, abſolutely inſuſfici- 
ent for your Juſtification. They are clipped or ſophi- 
ſiicated Coin. CG 
World of Glory? / r 

Ther. Allowing them to be defeAtive; yet they are 
2 And though not free from all Alloy, yet if 
they bear the Image and Superſcription of Integrity, 
why ſhould they be rejected as reprobate Silver? Why 
ſhould not they obtain the Currency, You mention ? 

Vol. I. 1 ä Aſp. 
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45. Alas I ſays a judicious and admired Wri- 
ter, . The Imperfections of our beſt Services. 
« daily forfeit the Bleſſings of Time. How:impoſſi-: 
ce ple then is it, that the Sincerity of themz, amidſt 
64 © ſo; many Frailties and Deſects, ſhould e 
+ the, Glories of Eternity /” + "$a 
Der. Be 8 
confront Him with Others, equally capable of judg- 
ing, and diametrically oppoſite. in Opinion. What 
ſays that wiſe and brave Man, the Sueceſſor of Moſes, - 
and Generaliſſimo of the Armies of rar? Foſhuay 
Lam ſure, declares Himſelf on my Side. Fear the 

LORD, and ſerve. Him in Sincerity *, is his laſt 

| ſolemn, Charge to the People, en the great 

Apoſtle, on a Review of his Miniſtry, makes it Mat - 
ter of Self- gratulation, That He had. ins: BED 
tian in gedly Sincerity t. 

ou have quoted the — ee by. 
the Servant, be pleaſed to recolle& the Proteſtation, 
made by the Maſter : Not for thy Righteouſneſs, fays 

Moſes, orfor the Uprightnefs of thy Heart, doft Thou go. 

to poſſeſs their Land ti. Even an earthly Canaan was 
not given to the 1ſraslites, as the Reward of their 
own, either outward Obedience, or inward Sincerity. | 

Much leſs can We expect the Kingdom of Immorta - 
lity, on Account of any Uprightneſs of our Inten- 
tions, or Piety of our Actions, 

; However, as the Doctrine of Sincerity rity is the fer 
vourite and the faſbionable Tenet, I will conform. a. 7 J 
little to the Taſte in Vogue. Lou ſhall have no 
ee, That rote ok, or a 

2 Stoic. 
17 4; $48 095d 1 
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Stoveoa—Let it ſuffice Us to be ſincere. Only let Us 
refer Qurſelves to the Apoftle, for a Deſcription of 
this darling Qualification. That Te may be fincere, 
| being ld with the Fruits of Ri , which are 

by JESUS CHRIST, unto the bret ani 


Glory of GOD®, | 
Properties of acetal Sine, f 


Here are three 
At muſt bear Fruits, the Fruit of 
and bear them abundantly, fo that We — 
with them. The Branch and the Fruits muſt derive, 
that its Vigour, theſe their Flavour, and both of 
them their very Being, from the all-ſupporting, alk 

ſupplying Root CHRIST 7 SUS Then, in- 

ſtead of / terminating in Self · juſtification, they muſt 

redound to the Honour of GOD. It is hot fad, 
Theſe ſhall ju/tify You, but theſe mn W | 

FATHER which is in Heaven. 

This Kind of Sincerity, can never be too highly 
eſteemed, nor too zealouſly encouraged; But this, 
You will obſerve, flows from the Grace of CHRIST, © 
and iſſues in the Glory of GOD. Therefore does 
but very poorly atteſt, either the Sufficiency of - 
man ; Ability, to pertorm good Works; or the Sufo 


er g of human rk, 10 inthe Prin of r I 


High, Gallag... 


Ther." Do You then exclude all, Works ? Will 
You make a mere Nothing, both of our moral En- 
dowments, and of your evangelical Obedience ? 

Aſp. They are excluded from all Share in juſtify- 
ing Us. Yet not by me, but by an Authority, to 

1 Wich 
| ® Phil. i. 10, 11. 1 
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wunde —— — e 
faith che Wiſdom of GOD; Net of Works — 
++ Ther. Works of the ceremonial. Law, I Gippale. | 
Theſe, we all acknowledge, are, under the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, as a Bond cancelled, or an Act re- 
pealed. But ſure You will allow a better Office, 
and a nobler. Character, to that Courſe of Obe- 
dience, which is . by. the rn of 
CHRIST. en 
Ap. St. Paul will allow it RY Office, as 
chat for which Theron is pleading. Te are ſaved, 
- fays the Apoſtle ? Ye are delivered from Wrath, re- 
"conciled to G O D, and made Heirs of his Kingdom. 
- + How? By Grace, ' through Faith*. Grace, like a 
magnificent Sovereign, from the Riches of his own 
Bounty, and without any Reſpect to human Wor- 
- thinefs, © confers” the glorious Gift. - Faith, like an 
indigent Petitioner, with an empty Hand, and with- 
gut any Pretence to Prue —_— receives. the 
©! howvenly Bleſſing. -- a, 
| „Both Grace and Faith and: in direct Oppoſition 
to Works; all Works whatever. Whether they be 
Works of the Law, or Works of the Goſpel; Exer- 
ciſes of the Heart, or Actions of the Life] done 
while We remain unregenerate, or when We be- 
come regenerate; they are, all and every of * 
| tz ſet aſide in this great Affair. 
That the Bill of Excluſion is thus extenſwe, or 
rather quite unlimited, appears from the Reaſon aſ- 
| —_ Left any Eee N That all Fre- 


5" Re 


| bee 


* Eph. ii. 85 n h. ii. 9. 
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tence of Glorying may be cut off from fallen Crea- 
tures. That the whole Honour of obtaining Salva 


tion, may be appropriated to HIM, who hid net 


hir Face from Sbame and Spitiing.— And is He not 
worthy, unſpeakably and infinitely -worthy, to re- 
ceive this-4rrwvalled Honour, as a e 
his unparalleled Humili atio. 
Ther. All our good Works, We allow, are recom- 
mended by CHRIST. They prevail ſor our Ju- 
ſtification, only through his Merits. So that We 


fill depend"upor the RED E EER. And, b 


this means, pay Him the higheſt Honour. 
Ip. Depend upon the REDEEMERI No, 
my dear Friend. You: rely upon your own pious 
Acts, and moral Qualifications. They, they are your 
grand Recommendation. The Office conſigned over 


to the divine JESUS, is nothing more than to be 


(as it were) Maſter of the Ceremonies,” He may have 
the Credit of introducing your fine Accompliſhments, 
with a kind of: graceful Air. — But is this an Office 
ſuited to his incomparable Dignity ? Was it for this, 
that He bowed the Heavens, and partook of our Na- 


ture? Was it for this, that He became ſubject to 


the Law, and obedient unto Death? Only for this, 
that He might uſher in our own Endowments, with 
a Plume and\ a Scarf ?—Surely, Theron, Vou can 
never entertain ſuch low Thoughts of the incarnate 
GOD, and of ut Rag Wr Under- 
taking. 9 

Ther. Neither can 1 entertain FT lon! ia. . 


fring Thoughts, of our own virtuous Attainments. 


They diſtinguiſh Perſons of Eminence and Worth 
from the ſordid Wreteb and execrable Villainz juſt 


TS « SW”; 2 
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as the noble Faculty of ö 
Man from the Brute. . 

. Te deny good Works the Merit of j 
Us, hayden ro viking thee" we 
going to build a new Houſe, 7 bern. Pray, do You 
intend to fetch 3 reden 
drils of the Vine? | | 5 

- Ther. No, certainly *. f 

Hh: Becauſe You: don't think its feeble Shoots 
proper, to form the Beams, and ſupport the Roof, 
of your intended Edifice: do Yau, therefore, affront 
them, depreciate them, or difallaw their Uſefulneſs Þ- 
By no means. — They may beautify your Walls, 
with their ornamental Spread; and enrich. the Deſſert, 
with their delicious Fruit. This is an Office, ſuit - 
able to the Nature of the Plant: and from this it re- 
. — — un 1 

the Honours of the Oax. = | 

Ce ae — 
DiſtinRion, in the preſent State, of Things. And, 
what is a higher Encomium (I ſhall now outſhoot 
You, in yeur own Bow) they will diſtinguiſh the 
true Believer from the Hypocritical Profetiar, even 
at the great Tribunal. — But let them be content 
with their Province, and not intrude upon the 8 A- 
VIOVU R's - Prerogative. To ef24- Juſtification, 
be his : to diſcriminate the Juſtified, theirs, Neither 
let them elate their Poſſeſſors, with a vain Conceit 
* deer 1 though 2 were mern 26 


certai e n 
to Ae. ih: this is the Meaning of a very abel 
Een, which occurs in our Trauflation of ( «dk} | 

„ 1 nets 

a 
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Moſes, holy as as Samuel, and wiſe as Daniel, mult 
conſide in nothing, but the boundleſs. Mexcies of. the 
LORD: muſt plead nothing, Lad 
rits-of his CHRIST, | 
Thie, I un fue, is the. Theology, ech 8 


Pham, and of St. Paul. They derive the Nleſſed- 
neſs promiſed in Scripture, - not from the ſhallow 
Stream of human Accompliſhments, but from the 
-inexhauſtible Ocean of divine Grace. Bleſſed is He, 
whoſe. Unrighteouſneſſes are forgiven, and bft Sins 
are covered *, fo 
Ther. Will, Aſpaſo then, like many of our mo- 
dern Diſputants, mutilate the holy Word? Induftri- 
-oully diſplay, what ſeems to favour his Cauſe; but 
artfully ſecrete, what tends to overthrow his Scheme? 
How could You forget, or why ſhould You ſuppreſs, 
the following Clauſe ? And in whoſe Spirit there it na- 
| Guile. — Was You afraid, it would demoliſh, your 
Opinion; and point out an, e honeſt Mind, as 
the. Cauſe of this Blefſedneſs ? EN 
Ab. Far was I, my dear Theron, from any unk 
groundleſs Apprehenſions.z and equally far from all 
ſuch.. deluſory Deſigns. Shall I talk deceirfully for 
GOD 4? His. . Cauſe does not it, and 
his exalted Majeſty would diſdain it. No: I would 
condemn my Tongue to eternal Silence, rather than 
ſpeak a Syllable, either to conceal, or diſguiſe the 
Truth. , 
5 Med readily We will admit the Sentence You 
mention: In whoſe Spirit there is no Guile, It is evi- 
dent from the Context, That theſe Words are not 
deſcriptive | of a Perſon, in whoſe Heart and Conver- 


—— 
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ſation there i is no Iniquity ; but whoſe Mouth fredly- 
confeſſes the Iniquity of them both. Confeſſes, with- 
out any Reſerve, or the leaſt Attempt to palliate.— 
Which, inſtead of invalidating, corroborates my Ar- 
gument. Since, according to your own Allegation, 
the higheſt Merit conſiſts, in a free Acknowledgment 
of Sin, or a total Renunciation of all Worthineſs. 
Dyer. When We join Repentance to all our other 
Works ; lament our Deficiencies, and implore For- 
giveneſs : ſurely, this muſt be available with a mer- 
ciful G OD, and cannot but intitle Us to the Hap- 
 pineſs of Heaven. 
"Aſp. How ſtrange does it ud at leaſt in my 
Ears, for poor, miſerable, guilty Creatures, to talk 
of intitling themſelves to the Happineſs of Heaven, 
by any Deeds of their own ! When it is owing 
wholly. to GOD's rich forbearing Mercy, that they 
are not tranſmitted to Hell : owing wholly to GOD's 
free preventing. Grace, that they are enabled to think 
a good Thought. 
But not to inſiſt upon this Conſideration, DP will 
ſuppoſe You, to have lamented your Deficiencies, 
and implored Forgiveneſs. . Yet ſtill I muſt ſay to 
Friend, as our LORD replied; to the 4785 
| 8 in the Goſpel, One Thing Thou lacke/? 
Righteouſneſs, that may magnify the Law, 5 
make it honourable. — Should GO, without in- 
fiſting. upon this, pardon and reward, 'He would not 
act according to his. glorious Character; nor be, at 
WF fo OR GOD, ? SAVIOUR „Ad if 
| -You 


os. * ll; 
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Lou can find this Righteouſneſs, either in the Depth; 
or in the Height aboue ; in any Perſon or any Ob- 
ject, fave only in the imputed Obedience of our 
LORD. JESUS CHRIST, : Wr whatever 
I have advanced. |. 
Tuer. A Preacher and an LE bas lately aſſured 
Us, That We are to be . accepted of GOD, and 
„ faved by our own Obedience.“ If fo, I need not 
ſcruple to repeat my Aſſertion, that our own Duties, 
eſpecially when accompanied with Repentance, are a 
real and proper Foundation for Life eternal. | © 
. Aſp. Then the Apoſtle was under a great Miſtake, 
when, treating of CHRIST and his Merits, He 
ventured: to aflert ; Other Foundation can no Man lay, 
Jave that which is laid, even FESUS CHRIST*. 
Ther. If You will not credit a modern Preacher, I 
alli ſprints a Deciſion, made by one of the moſt 
antient and authoritative Synods, that ever was con- 
vened: Then hath GOD alſo to the Gentiles granted 
Repentance unto Life . Repentance unto Lie, is their 
unanimous Voice, and my unexceptionable Voucher. 
Aſp. I can, eaſily gueſs the Aſſembly, to which 
You refer. But I can hardly grant it the venerable 
Name'of-a' Symd, It conſiſted of ſome ' Judaizing 


Converts. / Who adhered, with a tenadious and bi- 


gotted Zeal, to the Moſaic Rites, However, though 
I might ſcruple my Theron's Appellation, I . 
acquieſce in their Determination. | 

But it is not ſaid, Thoſe Gentiles dn 
therefore GOD granted them Life. This ſhould 


have been the Language of the Aſſembly, in order 


e — They 


were 
„ 1 Cor. ili, 11. + Acts xi. 18. 


i 


| 
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were dead in Sin. GOD, of his free Goodneſs, 
granted them Repentance. Which is both the Begin · 
ning and a ſubſtantial Part of trze Life: even of that 
Life, which is founded on Juſtification, is carried on 
by Sanctification, and completed in Sen.; d 
I would farther obſerve ; That Repentance is a 
7 urning of the Heart. And, when, it is Repentance 
© unto Life, it is a Turning of the Heart from every 
other Object, to the great and ſole Fountain of Good, 
CHRIST FESUS,—Were Men Slaves to Senſu- 
ality? When they repent, they are turned to 
CHRIS T, for refined and heavenly Affections. 
Were they wont to confide in themſelves, and their 
own Works ? As ſoon as they truly repent, they turn 


to CHRIST for a better Righteouſneſs z and, 
thereby, for everlaſting Acceptance with G OD— 


In ſhort; they turn from every falſe Stay, and 
only to CHRIST ; depend only on CHRIS 


Looking, not to their own "Tears or Humiliation, 
not to their own Duties or Graces; but looking for 
the Mercy f our LORD FESUS CHRIST. 
I 

Ther. Suppoſe, it ſhould be wrong, to Sen hack + 


| a n Mewand, as the inconceivable Glories of Hea- 


ven, on Account of our own Duties: Yet, to ſet 


them wholly aſide; to allow them no Influence at all; 
not-ſo.much-as the lea Co- operation, in turning the 


Seile; this is an Exceſs" on the other hand. aa 


| Hands "What 3 — Neithi i is : 


e to enter nn 
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tion of an obnoxious Term. I would only main- 
tain, That, on Us unworthy Sinners, whatever is 
beſtowed by the righteous G O P, is beſtowed, not 
as a Debt ® to our Works, but as ae Donagion * 
| Grace. 
Der. I think, it is ſufficiently of 227 if We 
ibo edge good Works, to be wrought by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the DIVINE SPIRIT; and then 
admitted, together with our SA V IO U R's Merits, 
as a Recommendation to the divine Favour. | | 
"Aſp. The Phariſee could make his 
ments for the Aſſiſtance of Grace. Vet, this did not 
exempt Him from the Charge of Pride, nor ſecure 
Him from the Sin of Boaſting. Beſides ; if good 
Works are wrought by the Operation of the divine 
SPIRIT, they draw. a Bill upon our Gratitude, not 
upon the Bank of Heaven, They render Us the 
obliged, not the deſerving Party. To think or teach 
otherwiſe, is errant Popery , however it * luck. 
under a Veil of Proteſtantiſm. | 5 
What You ſay, brings to my Mind a ad 
Story. — Two Perſons were traveling through the 
DTS OP The one carried a Muſket ; the 


Beftewed as a Debt, is, 1 muſt confeſs, ſoinewhat like 5 


But, perhaps, Jargon and Incony ay not 
. their Propriety in this Place. they tend 0 tend is 
ſhew the Genius of hat Doctrine, which | 


ſuch contradictory Ideas. 

+ Good Net, ſays a Champion for the Church. of 
Rome, are Mercatura Regni cceleſtis, the Price We pay for 
the Kingdoms of Heaven.—Another Zealot of that Com. 
munion declares ; Calum non accipiam, L. fall 
never be ſaid, that ¶ receive merely as a Matter of 
An. ſpeaks Ae But, bleſſed be GOD, Ve have 
not ſo learned CHRIST, 


7 4 — 
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Other was armed with a Sword. A Lion eſpies them, 
and adyances fiercely towards them. The fore- 

moſt diſchar es his Piece, and wounds the favage 

; Creature. The Wound, neither killing, nor 'dif- 
abling, only enrages the Monſter. He ſeizes the'un- 
fortunate Markfrian, and is upon the Point to tear Him 
Limb ſram Limb. His Companion flies to his Succour; 

matches up the Carbine, that dropt from the other's 
Hand; and fells the ravenous Beaſt to the Ground. 
Then, drawing his Sword, ſtabs him to the Heart, and 
reſcues his Friend. How, do You think, this Friend 
repeys his Deliverer, when they both return to their 
native Country? — Truly, He demands Satisfaction 
for the Loſs of his Weapon, which happened to be 
broke in the Encounter. He commences a Law-ſuit 
againſt that generous Aſſociate, who had put his Life 

in bis Hand, and ſaved the Proſecutor em — _F 
Jaws;of Deſtruction. 

o Lou commend the Equity of ſuch a Pcb a 
—Tt is only a Shadow, the mg faint Shadow of our 
exceſſive Unxeaſonableneſs, if We preſume to write 
 euiſelves Creditors, and the DIVINE BEING 
' Debtor ; | becauſe, He has delivered us from ths 

"Bondage of Corruption, and enabled Us to diſcharge 
the Duties of Godlineſs. 

Theron pauſed ; as ſomewhat ſtruck by the Repre- 

_ Entation.*' After à ſhort Interval, Mals reſumed * 
Diſcaurſe. de 

Believe me, my Jon Friend (BIO both in 
| the Root and all its Branches, is -1ntirely of Grace. 

Or elle believe me, for the many cogent Teſtimonies 
of Scripture ; which, moſt circumſtantially aſcertain. 

tio great Truth,—Elefion-i is of yy! . pre- 

FF e 
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deftinated Us unto the Adoption of Children, not on Ac- 
count of human Worthineſs,. but according to the 05 
Pleaſure of bis Wills. —Equally gratuitous is our e 
. fectual Yocation: GOD hath called Us with an holy 
Calling, not according to our Works,” but according "ts 
his Purpoſe and Grace . — Faith is owing to the fame 
Cauſe : By Grace I are ſaved through Faith 4. — From 
hence ſprings Jig uflification - Being juſtified freely by his 
Grace I. — This is the Origin of Regeneration: 07 
his own Mill begat He Us by the Word of Truth F. — 
The Conſummation of Bliſs flows from the ſame all- 
fupplying Source: The Gift J of GOD i eternal 

Life . It is, in every Reſpect, a Gift; not only with- 
out, but contrary to, all Deſert of ours. —So that the 
Foundation is laid in the Riches of Grace: the Su- 
perſtructure is reared by the Hand of Grace: and 
. when the Top-ſtone i is brought forth, when our Feli- 
city is completed in the 1 of Heaven, the 
everlaſting ee will be » Grace, Grace un- 
to t it ! 


4 
" 1 . N : ; 1 ay | 


* Eph. i. . "42 Il, L.8--.- 2 ii. 8. 
Rom. iii. 24. ene o theſe Ex- 
ſſions, might have ſerved, to convey, the Apoſtle s 
| Meanin But, He doubles his Aſſertion; in order to give 
Us the 2 Conviction of the Truth, and to impreſs Us 
with a Senſe of its peculiar Importance : Freely by hit Grace. 
Als it poſſible to find out a Form of Words, that ſhould 
more ab/olutely: exclude all Conſideration of our o.] n 
Works and Obedience ? Or that ſhould more enphatical- 
LEW" the whole of our Juſtification | fo 2 unin- 
ced * Goodneſs ? | 


$ Jam. i. 18. Rom. vi. 23. 2 
Rafe. Which is a more expreſſive Word than 

ee and conveys the Idea of freeft Favour, Rom, vi, 23. 
| - ++ Zech. iv. 7 
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bir is that glorious Goſpel, which human 4a 


ing could never haye diſcovered; which carnal Rea - 


ſon cannot underſtand; which the Wiſdom of this. 
World accounteth F zoliſhnefs ; ; which the Envy of 


the Devil, and the Pride of Man, will always op». 


poſe. 


Piety, and his Life is as exemplary as his Principles. 


Aſo. You know, Theron, I have nothing to do with 
the Perſons of Men, but with the Truths of the Go- 
ſpel. Ouranius, though eminently devout, may be 
miſtaken. And, if this is his Way of Thinking, He 


quite miſapprehends the Doctrine of Grace. 


What is written in the Oracles of Scripture ? The 7 
LORD juſtifieth the Ungodly *®. What is ineluded 
in the Fenet of Ouranius? He juſtifieth the Hoy, 


the Heavenly, the Chri/t-like—A Man is juſtified with- 


out Works t, ſays the Secretary of Heaven. He is 
juſtified 3) Works, ſays the Pen of Ouranius: only 

let them be Works of a ſuperior Order; ſuch as are 
internal, ſpiritual, and wrought by the Operation f 
CHRIST on the Soul, —According to this Notion, 
every One is juſtified by his own Love, bis own Purity, 
his own Zeal. Whereas, an unerring Writer has 
moſt ſolemnly declared, That by on x Man's Obedi-. 


ence Many, many Myriads of Sinners, even all the 
redeemed World, hal bs made righteo b. 


Ther. What * Vou to the Opie, which Ouras . 
nus ſo ftrenuouſly maintains? That We are juſtified, 
not by the Merits of CHRIST imputed to Us, 
but by CHRIST himſelf formed in our Hearts. 
And Ouranius is none of your proud or carnal Peg- 
ple. His Writings are remarkable for their ſtrict 


I  & © *' kk, 0&5 


2" Rom: iv. 5. 1 Rom, iü. 29. £7 Rom. v. 19. 


DIALOGUE Ve 82 
This Notion, I think, is Legaliſm in its. greateſt = 
Subtilty, or higheſt Refinement. It diſannuls the 
Merit of CHRIST; it vacates all Imputation ; and 
makes our Salvation to conſiſt wholly in the Work of 
Sanctification. Againſt which, if Vou remember, I 
entered my Proteſt, in one of our firſt Conferences. 
I am juſtified ; my Soul is accepted: not becauſe- 
CHRIST ug put his Laws in my Mind, but ſhed. 
his Blood for my Sins: not becauſe I my/e]f am en- 
abled to walk in all godly Converſation, but becauſe 
the LORD JESUS has fulfilled all nc 
as my Aar. | 


. 


Der. I am for nefthbs of the Extremes, The 
middle Way is : moſt eligible. This is what found . 
Senſe ' approves, and the ſacred. Syſtem authorizes... 
IWhoſo believeth on me, ſays our LORD, ſhall nut 
periſh, but ſhall have everlaſting Life *. Bleſſed, adds 
the, beloved Diſciple, are they, who do his Commands + 
ments ; that they may have a Right to the Tree of Liſt , 
and may enter in, through the Gates, into the City t. by 

Conformably to theſe Texts of Scriptare, I would. 
neither reject our REDEEMER's Merits, nor 
repudiate good Works. As this ſhady Tree, and. 
theſe cooling Breezes, unite their Properties, to ren- 
der our Situation agreeable; ſo thoſe two Cauſes, 
acting in Conjunction, exalt Us to the Favour ß 
GOD, and conſtitute Us Heirs of Heaven. G OD. 4 
binifelf has joined them. And I muſt urge my Re- 
monſtrance in our LORD's own Words, ht 
GOD hath * together, let nat * put aſumder. 

* 4h.” 
apes Fi * + Rev. xxii. 14. 
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e Would You: then make Impotenoe itſelf a 


Candhuror with Ommipotence ? — Does this humble 


the Sinner? Does this exalt the S AVIOUR ? 
No: it is a moſt injurious Infringement of his medi- 
atorial Dignity. Inſtead of excluding, it' evidently 
introduces Boaſting. In Conſequence of ſuch a 
Scheme, it would be ſaid by the Inhabitants of the 
deavenly World; Thanks to our bleſſed R E- 
„ DEEMER for this Happineſs ! Vet, not to 
« Him only, but to our own Righteouſneſs/alſo.” - 
Can Lou imagine, that the Obedience of 
"CHRIST, is inſufficient to accompliſh our Juſti- 
\ fication ? Muſt its Efficacy be reinforced by the Ac- 
ceſſion of our Works ?—And what are theſe Works 
of ours? That they ſhould inhance the Value, the 
immenſe Value, of our REDEEMER's!— 
Maimed, tarniſbed, worm-eaten Things. Eaten by 
the Worms of Self- ſeeking, Self- admiring, Self- love: 
Tarniſhed by a thouſand Vanities: Maimed by ten 
thouſand Negligencies. To join theſe in Commiſſion, 
with our divine MAS TE R's Righteouſneſs ; would 
be infinitely more diſgraceful, than to tack the Beg- 
gar's Rag on the Monarch's Robe. Would be alto- 
. gether as needleſs, as to dream of augmenting the r, 
7 the Drops of our Bucket. 

Ther. NMorm eaten! What Reaſon have Vou to 
"repreſent our Acts of Vhevinges under this . 
*Ful Image ? of 
a Ap. L thought, You could hardly brook chig at. 
* paraging Expreſſion. It is ſomewhat like petty Trea- 

a en againſt the Dignity of Man. My Reaſons I would 

poſtpone t to ſome other Opportunity; when, if You 

n We vill give the Cauſe a full | Hearing, | | 
3 * At 


*, 

7 " 
8 " 
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At preſent, to make amends for this vile Slander, 
J will ſuppoſe your Works to have no Defett ; "nay, 
to have all the Perfefion, which You yourſelf could 
wiſh.—Will You glory, on this Account ?—You are 

too modeſt, I am ſure, to avow or patronize ſuch a 
Pradtce. Yet, if we ſay or think, concerning any 
Attainments of our own, This is the Ground, on which 

1 expett to eſcape Condemnation, and inherit Life ; We 
do, in the moſt offenſrue, though pat is the moſt er- 
phat Manner, glory. 

Or, will You reckon, that theſe Services, becauſe 
faultleſs, are meritorious ; and authorize You to 
make a Demand upon the ALMIGHTY ? Let 
Us hear our LORD's Deciſion in the Caſe. N hen 
ye have dene not ſome only, but all thoſe Things which 
are commanded You ; ſay, We are no better than un- 
profitable Servants ; Mie have done nothing more, than 
what was our indiſpenſible Duty to do . And have, 
on this Footing, juſt the ſame Claim to Honours and 
Rewards, as the Negro Slave, after the Diſpatch of 
his daily Buſineſa, has upon the Eſtate or the Wealth 
of an American Planter. 

Ther. But what ſay You to Paſlages of Serip- 
ture, which I have quoted. Y have. given them 2 
Hearing, but no Anſwer, They, I do inſiſt upon it, 
expreſly aſſert, therefore inconteſtably prove, an Union 
of CARIST's Merit, and our own Works in the 
Buſineſs of Salvation. 

Aſp. It is written in the Book of Revelations, 
Bleſſed are they that do his Commandments. And where- 
fore ? Becauſe, the Obedience of Faith, is attended 
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our Title, to eternal Bleſſedneſs in Heaven: It is; to 


'Jpeik äccofding to St. Fobr's Iden, though not the 
Purchaſe, er the Balder of our Right do we Tree 
All this T edge: Bit Where, I deſeech 
\You, does the Scripture join the Obedience of 
*C HRTST and the Obedience of Man, as mutually 
<concurring to juſtify the Sinner The Seripture ut- 


7 -terly diſavows ſuch a Copartnerſhip ; and afferts what 


our Homily expreſſes : « Surely, there can be no 


| % Work of any mortal Man (be He never ſo holy) 
dee that ſhall be coupled in Merit with CH RTS s 


-< moſt holy Act *. At ſteadily declares, that, in 
this greateſt of Tranſactions, CHRIST is not an 
Acceſſary, but the Principal; nay, that He is ALI. 


Be it hnown unto You," Men and Brethren, that through 
ther iluſtrious and exalted Perſon F, is preached unto 


7 au the' Forgiveneſs of Sins: and by Him all that believe 
are juſtified from all Things.” Through this Perſon ; 'E 
* without any Partner or Coadjutor. Which was type- 
: ied by the High-Prieſt, when, on the ſolemn Day of 
Expiation, He went into the Tabernacle ahne, arid 
made the typical Atonement without any Aſſociate f. 
* From all Things ; by HIM they are wholly, as well 
us ſolely juſtified. Freed from every Charge, whether 


__ of Omiſſion or Commiſſion ; and rendered, hot ag 


n only,” but completely 3 D I e $2xil 
pal B39 AIIAT bf ALAS 3 turn 

2 Ran : v4. F; Homily on Gaul Haug. 41 e. ttt: f 
59 i 
4. + Ad xiii, 38. Au Tere, the Word Man is got in the 
* inal. So that I think, %s illuſtrious and exalted 
”Per/en,- is-the fulleſt and moſt exact Tranflation. F 
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I hope, therefore, You will no longer conſider the 


„ne TMMANUEL,*as a partial Cauſt of our 


Juſtification. What would be the Conſequence, if 


a Perſon ſhould fix one Foot on the Bank of _—_ 


. and reſt another on the fluid Stream; 
Ther. He muſt unavoidably fall. 


Asp. And what ſays our divine lnſtuctor, to bose 
double- minded Galatians; who could not believe 


themſelves: ſafe and complete, in the Merits of 


CHRIS alone : but muſt be ſeeking ſome other 


Foundation, on which to repoſe a Share at leaſt of 
their Confidence? He ſays; and they are awful: 
Words; they call ſor my T heron's moſt W Re- 
gard.; Te are fallen from Grace . FA; 

Let me intreat my Friend, to beware of 15 = Llp 
_Ethink, it is the prevailing Error of our Times; and 
ſo much the more dangerous, becauſe it is, ſomewhat 
ſpecious. — To pour Contempt upon the bleſſed 


 FES8US with the Libertines and Deiſis, would be 


ſhocking to a Mind, that retains the leaſt Reverence 


for ſacred Things. Intirely to ſet aſide the merito- 


rious Efficacy of his Undertaking, with the Arians 
and Socinians, would be afflitive to a Conſcience, 
that is impreſſed with the leaſt Senſe of Sin. Where- 
a8, to erect our Merits ; on the Foundation ot 
CHRIS; to be found in his, yet not renounce 
our otun Righteouſueſs; this is both plauſible to out 
Reaſon, and pleaſing to our Vanity. This ſeems to 
honour. the DIVINE SAVIO UR, even while it 


gratifies human Pride. — But this is an egregious 


1 2 4 and nde Rand.” This is Wu 
N En U 2 (OE. ©; pay 
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Idol, and muſt be laid in the Duſt. CHRIST, 
like che real Mother of the Child, will. have the 
hab, or none x the . 
Glory of our Salvation. 
it amd md 
ware of this Error. It is the main Pillar in the 
Romiſh Hereſy, and the of the Popiſb 
Machiavilians. CHRIST bath merited,. that Hi 
may merit, is their grand Maxim, and their grand: 
Deluſion. .. come- their Penances and their 
Pilgrimages : hence the hypocritical Mortifications of 
dome, and the extravagant Auſterities of Others: 
this enriches their Shrines, and fills their. Cloyſters. 
And to | thoſe Seminaries of Superſtition, . let: it be 
baniſhed, let it be confined. — There let them raiſe 
their Scaffolding, and try to inlarge the: Dimenſions 
of the Sky... There let them kindle their Flambeaus, 
and attempt to increaſe the Luſtre of the Sun. And 
when they have effected this raſier Taſk, then will 
Wie Proteftants follow their Example, and adopt their 
Syſtem. Then will We alſo think of adding our 
r wy ——_— e 
LORD'. «an 4 + 1; 21 bathe; 
. Ther, If We are juſtified wholly: by our LOR D's. 
| Righteouſneſs : if nothing need. be added, if nothing 
can be added to its all · omprehending Fulneſs, what 
CHRIST obtained for Us only a Paſſchility of be · 
Ne arr. 
vation; 
Aſp. Ene end orentoes'; 
as extremely diſhonourable to the REDEEMER, 
and no leſs uncomfortable to the Redeemed. When 
- CHRIST 


Me 


DIALOGUE VI agg 
CHRIST procured our Pardon, and recovered-our 
Title to Life; it was all his own Doing, Of. the 
Peaple there was none with Him *, In both Caſes his 
Work was perfet,—Hear his own "Teſtimony : I 
have finiſhed the Work, which Thou gaveft me to do +. 
Should me 1 
refer You to the Comment of an Apoſtle. Ae, chat 

is JESUS CHRIST, bat obtained eternal Re+ 
| demption for Us . This was his Work, and it is 
fully executed. He has, He has, obtained eternal 
Redemption; and leſt nothing for his People, but to 
accept the glorious Purchaſe, and live as becomes the 
Redeemed of the LORD. © 

This Truth is written, as with a Sar-boiny in 
every Page of the Goſpel; and ſounds, as with a 
Voice of Thunder, in the Songs of Heaven. Salva 


tien to aut GOD, they cry, that fitteth ' upon” tha 
Throne, and to the L A M B\|. Thoſe Saints in Glory, 


aſcribe the Whole—the IV bel; of their Salvatianthey 
aſcribe, to the Grace of Gn. and e. 
the LAMB. 


Ther. Hero eser of cur d Diving e 
ſented Faith, Obedience, and Repentance, as the 
Terms of Acceptance In this A there' is no 
Procurement of the Thing itſelf, but only of eaſter 
Conditions, on which it may be obtained. < 
. ( 
bellious Man, were, A full SatisfaQion to the divine 
Law. . were conſigned 


igt. s. 1 John 4 4 1 Hobs i 1a. 
| Rev. Vi. 10. RES | 
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over to CHRIST. By Him they were thoroughly 
accompliſhed ; ; and by this Accompliſhment of the 
He purchaſed for us all Bleſſings. Among others, 
He: purchaſed the Gift of Faith, the Grace of Repent- 
ance, and Ability to yield thankful, dutiful, evangeli- 
cal Obedience. Theſe therefore are very improperly 
called the Terms, which are really conſtituent Ds 
of our Salvation, 

* To ſum.up-all in a Word—The whole Tenour of | 
Revelation ſhews, that there are but two Methods, 
whereby any of the Children of Adam can be juſtified. | 


Either by a perfect Obedience to the Law, in their 


own Perſons ; and then the Reward is of Debt“. 
Or elſe, becauſe the Surety of a better Covenant 
has ſatisfied all Demands in their Stead ; and then it 
is a Gift of Grace, There is no trimming or recon- 


_ ailing Expedient. — You may chooſe either of the 


two-; -but no third is Propoſed or allowed. 
Der. Was there not a Mere Method, for the 
antient People of GOD? 

Aſp. None, Theron. In "A * of primitive Fit 
nocency, a perſeci and perſevering Obſervance of the 
divine Command, was the Condition of Life and Im- 


mortality. When, by the firſt grand Apoſtacy, this 


became impoſſible; a free Pardon, and gracicus Ac- 
ceptance, through the bleſſed FESUS, were fab. 


ſhituted in its Stead. Which Oeconomy, like a 


Fountain of Liſe, was opened; when G0 D pro- 


miſed the Seed of the Moman, te bruiſe the Serpent's 


1 t-—It- m; like a _ Ruler, through: the 
4 25 Ante- 


— Rom. iv. 4. Pational Debt; founded on the Ero- 


miſe" of the Qovenanit not ſpringing from any Worth, in 
the Obedience. . + Gen. iii. 15. 
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Antediluvian World—Continued its Progreſs along | 
the Patriarchal Age Flowed, in broader Streams, 
under the Moſaic Diſpenſation—ls derived down to 
Us, abundantly inlarged by the Coming of CHRIST,, 
and the Miniſtry of his Apg//z5—Willt be tranſmitted, 
with an - increa/ing Spread, to the lateſt Poſterity. 
Nor ever ceaſe to amplify and extend its Influenceg 
till, as the Fountain is become a River, the River is 
augmented into an Ocean; and. the Knowledge of the. 
LORD, our Righteouſneſs fill the Earth, K. the; 
Waters cover the Abyſſes of the Sea s. 

There was, I confeſs, a Diverſity in the A 
Aration, but no Difference in the Nature, of the Bleſ- 
ſing. JESUS CHRIST, however vatiouſly mas- 
nifeſted, was the ſame Tſterday, is the ſame to Day, 
will be the ſame for ever 4, As it is the- very fame 
Sun, which glaams at early Dawn; which inen in! 
the advancing Day; and gletus at Height of Noon. 

My Simile reminds Us of the Time, and leafed* 
a moſt important Doctrine upon our Memories. Siup<i 

poſe We take the ig and boy's to _ | 
| homeward. 95 

Wer. We 2 be m no Hurhy, Je. My 
Watch tells me, that We have half an Hour gabd:' 
Beſides, I have ſomething farther to alledge, and from 
a very great Authority, which r — nn 
to your Notion. | 

- Aſp.,.Juft. as Yau. pleaſe; Tb If You chinsſs! N 
to ſtay, I am all Compliance with your Inclination. 
And, would Truth: Permit, T ſhould, 25 all Confer 


ww 


BY. to your Ns, wy x _ 

7 4 2 : * N 12 * ei = 
bs la xi. 9. + Heb. xi. 8. 
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Tr. 0 know, Who it is that alls; het dub: g 
be LORD th GOD require ef Thee? And neither 
of Us need be informed, What it is, that the Pro- 


| phet replies; Do Fuftice, love Mercy, and wall bum« © 
h with thy GOD®, r 


an 


Tube Aeby looonfitent wick yo - 
This Paſſage inculcates Humility, Bun 
Nee k 


tue. A Self-juſticiary walking humbly with GOD, - 
is little better than a Contradiction in Terms. 

The LORD, has ſaid ; “ Ye ſhall be ſaved by 
Grace 4”, Your Syſtem replies; “ No, but by - 


a our own Works —-I]t is declared in T4 "et 


<< That the Gift of GOD is eternal Life”. 


is implied in my Friend's Doctrine; That this. — 
pineſs is the Mages of our own Deeds. My SON | 


<4 ſhall have all the Glory of a Sinner's Salvation, 
is the unalterable Decree of the MOST HIGH, 


will have a Share in the Honour,” is the 
Language of your Opinion. — Look, hom wide 
therefore the Eaft is from the Weſt | $o remote is 
ſuch a Strain of Teaching, from the Practice of 


walking humbly with our GO D. 


7, Bk eotiider, good 4c bave I. bet the -- 
Prophet's Authority for my Opinion ? Are not his 
| hr er th pods Does He not mention 


- *thoſe 
» Mic. vi. 8. 


POO: Ly EE OI IN 
7 1 Pride, and all. Self. = whatever. 5 


= the . inf} red Writer, 


wardneſs of 
abſolute ih its Hm 
in the v7 Jane N 
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thoſe Duties of Morality and Piety, a3 the appointed 
Mabod of obtaining the divine Favour? _ _. , 
As. He mentions, I apprehend, a ſolicitous l. 
guiry, To which He gives a ſatisfa@ory 7 
Then ſubjoins a practical Improvement of the 
Whole. — The Inquiry is expreſſed in theſe Words; 
Wherewithal fhall I come before the LORD, and 
„ Shall I come befuge 

Burnt-offerings, with Calves of a Near 
— — LORD be pleaſed with Thouſands f 
Rams; with ten Thouſands of Rivers of Oil? Shall 4 
give my Firfi+born for my Tranſgreſfion, the Fruit of my 
Body for the Sin of my Soul? To which it is replied; - 
Ht hath ſhewed Thee, O Man, what is good for this 
important Purpoſe ; namely. the MESSTAHH; 
pointed out by all thy Sacrifices, and deſcribed in 
the preceding Chapter, Atonement for- Sin, and 
Peice with G OD, ate to be made by u better Hand, | 
and in a better Way, than thou propoſeſt, HE, - 
whoſe Outgoings have been from of old, from ever- - 
ing *; HE, who is the Son of the HIGHEST, 
and yet the Seed of Her that travailah 4 ; HE 2 Iy 


undertaken, and will fully * this =_ 
_ Office. © Res 


And what doth the LORD 5160Þ Nun f. 
Thee f What Temper, what Conduct, what Exe + 


: bets * preſſiont 71 
Mie. v | + Mic. V. 
3 928 is "tha Phraſe, al, Which dent an Js.. 
t ; imp es an ation ; ati t 0 
of the Thy GOD; 241 | 


8 unble Walking, but by an. AH of bi cum 
any Obedience of thine.—Accord- 


L Princk the het ſhould rather have 
E. walk humbly ple, ch Prop OD, but) that He 
may * thy G OD. 


298: DAL OOO UE VIR 
pieſiions. of Gratitude, from his People? Wha. 


are reconciled through the Blood of CHRIS, 


and admitted to the Hleſſings of the New: Co- 
venant.— They are to + teſtify their Thankful- 
neſs, by the Alacrity, Uniſormity, and Conſtancy 


of their Obedience; or by the conſcientious Diſcharge 
of every moral, ſocial, and religiaus Duty. 


elf this be a true Interpretation of the Text, inſtead 
of oſtabliſhing, it overturns your Cauſe.—But I have 
another Objection to your Method, ee more 


weighty than the foregoing. | e 
Sher. Pray, let me hear it wk am wo 3 


ik my Notions, but I can bear to have them cen- 


ſuted ; nor ſo attached to W ee dut I can re: 
linquiſh it ſor a better. A 


Ap. I would illuſtrate oe dining, W wy 


mon Experiment in Optics. When Objects are 
viewed in a concave: Speculum, or in the Hollow of a 
pbliſhed Spoon, how do they nn n 
ber. Inverted. * 
Ab. Such is my F riend's Syſtem of Religion 


"He. inverts the Order of the Goſpel. He turns the 
beautiful Building upſide. down ; and. lays that for 
the Foundation, which ſhould only be Part of the 
Super ſtructiue. Not ſo the Apoſtle; Paul, He, like 
a wiſe Maſter-Builder, places CHR I ST, as the 
Foundation-Stone; ; and rears his Edifice of practical . 


Godlineſs, on that all- -ſupporting Baſis.— Examine 


his Epiſtle to the Romans. , Which is unqueſtionably. 
the completeſt Model of Doctrine, and the! nobleſt 


Body of Divinity, extant in the World. . ay 
Ile firſt diſcovers the Depravity, of our Nature; | 


and the Miſery of our. N Eae then, : ditz 
} 1b 1997 019 ERR | Bea 
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plays the Method of our Necauery by CHRIST; 
and the Bleſſings freely vouchſafed in his Goſpel.— 
After which, He delineates the Offices of Morality, 
and inforces them by the moſt engaging Motives. 
Motives drawn from the free unbounded 
kindneſs of GO D our SAVIOUR, Morn from 
the rich invaluable Benefits of his Grace ®.—Privi- 
lege He plants as the Root. From which, Duty 
—— as. . F re grows," as w 
Fruit. * 3 444 

The Gait Order is obſerved by St Peter, in his 
very conciſe, but very accurate Map, of the Way 
to Heaven. Elect, according to the Fore-knowledge of 
GOD the FATHER, through Santtification of the 
SPIRIT, ante Obedience, and "Sprinkling of the 
Blond of .C HR IST +4.-—Firſt, the everlaſting and 
electing Love of the FAT HER. Then, the in- 
lightening and renewing Agency of the SPIRIT. 
Who teſtifies of „ its and applies u Dearth 
* thy bs! YO 2 IT to 

| 16 $654 7 NA 

„ N 1 think, is the- beſt + Platform, chr ng 
lical Catechiſm. The Run of Man, 7 0 
His Recovery, effected by CH kt IST—His Cable, 
to be expreſſed by way of Obedience, This Plan is 
carried into Execution by the Palatinate Divines. Wo 

ave formed upon it, a Summary 1 
ruction; than which I have met oy wth nothing of 
Kind, more clear and fatis factory; more edifying an 
animating; more exactly conſonant to — ben 
tit of the — oo or better calculated to make Mankind 
bath holy and happy. This Piece the Reader may e. 

echer with; judicious, . and very valuable Expoſitio 
of it; in the Latin Works of Henricus Altingius. 1 Vol. 

Quarto. Which I believe, m ay be bought for a Tue, 
ta are more precious than Gol 


K r-Petid. 3. 


4 
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1 the Soul; puriſying the Heart by Faith From 
_ whence, as from à Fountain of living Waters, flow 


true\Sant7ification, and every Species of real Holineſs. 
—All Which, being partly defective, and partly pol- 


and made acceptable by his dying 'Oblation. 


Wer. Is this the corflant: Method, in which the ſa- 


_ cred Writers repreſent the Goſpel Salvation? Do 


they always obſerve this particular Order, in arrang- 
ing its Doctrines and its Duties? Or, is it not an 
infigenificant Circumſtance, which 1 
Mum in deep? | 

- Aſp. To obſerve this Order, Ide, 4 is no 


9 It is of great Conſequence, 


both to our Eſtabliſhment and to our Growth in 
Grace.” Is it a Matter of Indifference to the Archer, 
whether He ſend the Point, or the Feather of his 
Arrow foremoſt ? Can He; in either Caſe, hit the 


Mark with equal Eaſe, and equal Certainty ? 


I believe, You will find, that the ſacred Writers, 


IH in all their evangelical Diſcourſes, invariably 'adhere 
8 this Order. Nay; it took place even under the 


Au / Diſpenſation.—When the LORD GOD pub- 
Ahed his Law from Mount Sinai; when He wrote 
it, with his own Finger, on Tables of Sone; how 
did He introduce the Precepts ? How inforce theit 
Obſervance? — Let Us attend to the Preamble, 


Which is the Language of Love, and the very Spirit 
JG am the LORD . who 
| the 
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« Wich a mighty Hand, from the maſt ſordid and 
« inſuppartable Slavery. I have promiſed Thee, far 
* thy Poſſeſſion, the delightful Country of Cauaenz 
„ of the Nhat of: Nations. Nay ; 
<« I myſelf am thy Portion; a GOD in Covenant. 
cc with Thee; engaged, by an inviolable Contract, 
<« and with the Exertion of all my Attributes, to do 
c Thee Good. . Therefore, keep the Statutes, the 
« Judgments, and Ordinances, which I am now 
<« going to eſtabliſh.” Could there be a more win- 
ning Inducement, or a more nn 
to Obedience? 

I might point out the ſame Strain, running: 
through the Exhortations of Meſes, and the Songs 
of David; the Sermons of the Prophets, and the 
Writings of the Apoſtles. . But this I wave, not: 
through an Apprehenſion of its Difficulty, only from- 
a Fear of Prolixity.-However, You will not think. 
me tedious, if I produce. one .more Inftance, from- 
the great Maſter of our Schools, For Ws Ourſelves: 

were ſome time foolfh, diſabedient, decerved, ſerving 
Nas Luſti and Pleaſures, living in Malice ond Hνν 
hateful and hating one another *, Here, He ſets bes 
fore Us a diſmal, but exact Picture, of our depraved 
and undone Condition. Then He preſents Us with a: 
delightful View of our Redemption, both in its gra- 
cious Cauſe, and precious Effects. But, after. that 
the Kindneſs and, Love of GOD aur SAY IQUR 
toward Man appeared ; not by Works of Rightooufneſi,. 
which We have done, but according to his Mercy, - 
ſaved Us, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, an 
Renewing of the HOLY K CHOST; which pg 
hath 


i 'VIOUR.— 
5 
unmerited 


60 
Waſhing of Water cleanſes the * ina introduce an 
| * into all the Faculties, of the Mind, as 


eminent and glorious, as the Return 'of Spring diffuſes, 
- over the whole Face of reviving Nature HI. The EN 
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bath hen on Us abundantly, through FESUS: R 


. ew SHY TOUR; that being juſtified by his Grace, 


IWe ſhould be made Heirs according to the Hope of eternal 
Life. Having thus provided for our Happineſs ; He 
men promotes our Holineſs. ''This is 4 faithful Say- 
ing, and theſe Things I will that Thou affirm conſtantly, 
that they who have believed in GO D, might be careful 
to maintain —— n 
1 — * (p77 
— Cortimibnt ® upon the Paſſige+ cbocauſe 


1 hope, You will commit it, as a noble Depoſitum, 


to your Memory. Your own diligent Meditation, 
accompanied with humble Prayer, will furniſh out 
the beſt Expoſition.—Only I would juſt remark, that 


the Apoſtle, always conſiſtent, always uniform, mar- 


ſhals his Thoughts with his uſual Exactneſs. Good 
Wa are A nor ee to lead the 
Van; 


re Perhaps ps, che Reader will give me 1d though 
e, ne declined the Office,” to add a ſhort expoſitory 
| oven oper uiſhed Parts of this very 
h.—I. We have the Cauſe of our Re- 

mens ton not wt ark of Righteouſneſs, which We have done, 
but 1 1. the Lowe, the Mercy of GOD our 8 A- 
The Efes; which are—1. Tuftification; 

fuſtified, having our Sins forgiven, and CHRIST's 
teouſheſs imputed : and this, without any the leaſt 
deſerving Quality in Us; ſolely by his Grace, and moſt 
tr —2. Santhfication ; expreſſed by The 
Waſhin LS neration, and * — F the HOL = 

'F hoſe Influences e Soul, as the 


und Con ſummatiom of all: that We ſhould be made Heirs 
of the heavenly Kingdom; and live, now in the aſſured 
Hope, hereaftef in full Enjoyment,.-of eternal LYfe. 


© I ADO VIE 355 
Va; but made to bring up the Near When He 
mentions theſe Fruits of the SPIRIT, He den- 
tions them, not ſlightly, as Matters of ſmall Mo- 
ment; but earneſtly, as Affairs of great Importance 


It is his Defire and his Charge, that all Believers 5 


| ſhould be careful + ; have their Hearts upon the Bu- 
ſineſs; ſhould uſe their beſt Contrivance, and exert 
their utmoſt Endeavours not barely to practice, but 
to maintain 4; to be exemplary, diſtinguiſhed;- and 
pre- eminent in the Exerciſe of every Virtue; — Be- 
cauſe, this Virtue, and thoſe Works, though not the 
Ground of a Reconciliation. with GOD, are amis 
able in the Eyes of all, and honourable | to the chr 
Jus denen W are _ a e Ingredient 
„ „% © Þ in 


15 The Gre, Order is obſerved by St. Jun, 7 52 


are the Dead, which die in the LORD ; i. * ret from 


their 4 and their Works do follow 1 Nor go be- 
fore, to open the everlaſting Doors, and give — Ad- 
mittance into the Manſions of Joy. But they fallow 

them, when admitted. As the Robe, which, on a 

Coronation-Day, flows from his Shoulders, cannot 9 — 
accompany Him, whereſoever He goes —lt may be per- 
tinent, on the Mention of this Illuſtration, juft to hint; 
That, as it is not the Robe of State, which males the 


King; ſo neither is it the Pra#ice of Holineſs, Which 


mates the Chriſtian, An Union with CHRIS 7, an In- 


tereſt in his Merits, and the in-dwellin ng Preſence of his 


SPIRIT; zheſe, and nothing ſhort of theſe, conſtitute 
the true ys wy Lr as the royal Robe is an Atten- 
dant on uiſhes the Monarch; ſo, 


aje 
a He Ike e is inſeparable from Faith, and adorns 


This i is ſomewhat like that hatieal 

on, leh ſo often occurs in the Old Teſtament, 

ages ep Ye fall obſerve to ds : Ye ſhall be very &- 
e to n 5 Ye ſhall be very exa in nen 


1 None 2 | Kon: 
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Der. This View of the onhagelicnl pus wa 
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WY nase he waiter end e 
wan wing bo Sree ole have been talking 
about Acceptance with GOD ; and debating, whe- 
ther our own good Works, are the Cauſe of this in- 
eſtimable Bleſſing, What will You ſay, if We can 
no good Work, 7 We are intereſted in 
CHRIST, and accepted by GOD? 7 
Der. Say — That this is razing Foundations. 
Ib. lt is razing the wrong, the Foundation falſely 

fo called. Which will certainly deceive as Many, 

as make it their Truſt. —And is it not prudent, when 

Wie are building for Eternity, carefully to examine 
"the Ground? Is it not friendly, to divert a Man 
- from the treacherous Sand, and lead Him to the un- 
„ Thaken Rock ?—PFor this Cauſe I faid it once, and 
ſor this Cauſe I ſay it again, That We ean perform 
us good Work, , We are intereſted in CHRIST, 
und accepted of GOD. 

Ther. Produce your Reaſons, Aſpafiv. And ſtrong 
- Reaſons they muſt be, which are Sorcible enough $9 
. fupport ſuch an. Opinion. a vi 

nb #Þ, The Cafe ſeems to peak for itſelf 1 
A Man that is evil, do Works that are good ? Would 
Von (expect to gather Grape: of Thorns, or Figs of 
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Thiftles 2 — But let Us bear, what . oor, mri 
TEACHER fays: As the Branch cannat bear Pract 
'of itſelf, except it abide in the Vine ] ng mare aan L, 
except Le abido in me*, Nothing can be mare expreſs 
and full to our Purpoſe. But that which follows, 
is far more awful and alarming to our Conſciences. 
If a Man abide not in Me, He is caſt forth as a Branch, 
. end is cuithered and Am gather them, and caft them 
in the- Fire, and they are burned . From which jt 
appears, that the human Heart is never actuated by 
. good T empers; that the human Life can never he pro- 
- ductive of good Worts; until a Man is ingrafted in- 
to GHR IST. No more than a Branch can bear 
valuable Fruit, while it continues in a State of Sepa- 
ration from the Tree f. It appears alſo, that Per- 
ſons alienated from CHRIS 7, are, and all their 
 Boughs ; fit for nothing, but to be committed to the 
and their Services, far from being meritorious, are 
| > kool Wag: erer eric uf 
men.. 

_ Ther. What! an all the noble Deeds; pues 
-—by'the Advocites: Es ay Wi of Vir- 
Vo. I. X 915 tue, 
een J. . Py 


1 This d vers an Error, which is oſten committed, 
ITT: — pry 


mn hn 20 ol them ? If the 
Almighty will love and bleſs 8 We. 


ppy; cir Sv ll with all ſpiritua! 


© Nag in CHRIST,” | 
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5 tue, worthleſs in themſelves, and deſpicable before 


the SUPREME BEING? Worthleſs and deſpicable 
(grating Words ! only becauſe they are not attended 
with the Peculiarities of your Faith? Can the Want df. 
this little Cireumſtance, en e une andtum 
their Gold into Droſs? 

p. My dear Theron, Hall 100 the Clramftancey - 


| linde. It is ſufficient, were your Works more pteci-. | 


ous than Gold, to debaſe them into Tin, into 


into Drofs.—When the poor Shepherd brought Tou, 
yeſterday Morning, a Preſent of ſame Wood-Straw- 


berries ; bringing them, as an humble Expreſfon of 


his Graritude, they were kindly received. But, if 


He had offered them, as a Price for your Houſe, or 


as che Purchaſe of your Eſtate; how ſhould Lou 
have regarded them, in ſuch a Connection No 
Words can expreſs the Diſdain, You would have 


conceived. When Barnabas preſented a Sum of Mo- 
ney to the Apoſtles, for the Supply of their own Ne- 


ceflities, and the Relief of indigent Believers * ; it 
was welcome to them, and pleaſing to their GOD. 


But, when Simon the Sorcerer, offered his Gold to 
Peter and John ; offering it, not from a Principle of 


Faith, but as an Equivalent for the HOLY SPE. 


'RTT ; not in order to teſtify his Thankfulneſs, but 


rather to play the Huckſter with Heaven it was re- 


with the utmoſt Indignation f. 

" Teave my Friend to apply the Fete Akan 
Only let me beg of Him to. believe; that, if my) 
Words are grating, they are #xtorted by the Force of 
Truth. If 1 am obliged, in any meaſure, to blame 

Wt "Works; it is, as 4 great” Critic” blames: Elo- 
| & with the Tendernels Saas, BU 
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falls only on their faulty Origin, en 
becoming. Aim. Let them; ſpring ſrom the Grace of. 
CHRIST, as their Source; let them propoſe the 
| Glory of CHRIST, as their End; then, inſtead of 
putting a Slight upon them, or giving them a Bill of 
Divorce, I would court, careſs, and wed" them. 
Whereas, if neither this End be kept in the View. 
nor that Principle operate in the Heart; 1 muſt per- 
ſit, in putting a Query upon their Character; nay, 
in denying the very Paſſibility of their Exiftenca.. 
There may be a Mimiciry of holy Actions. But it 
is Mimickry only; as empty, as the Combs * made 
2 Waſps; and . than a, Views that 
el. 
- have an Authority for this bears which * * 
think, You will not offer to controvert. enn 
Ther. What Authority? 
Aſp. That of our Church. | Who ele in her 
XIIIch Article ; „Works done before the Grace... | 
« of CHRIST, and Inſpiration of his SPIRIT. 
de are. not pleaſing to GOD; foraſmuch as they... 
« ſpring not out of Faith in CHRIST,” —Faith 
in FESUS. CHRIST, purihies the Heart. Till 
* be done, We have neither Bite nor 
Capacity for, holy Obedience. Nay, without Faith | 
in CHRIST, our Perſons a are abominable ; our 
State is damnable ; and bow can any e Ip 


1 


be acceptable? | , 
1 W Sach 
. 24 ale ri 8 36 £ ; hs | 
ee -* Face & Fete WN Hal 


1775 te r. ng = nothin ls, A 
i. 15 : poſtle Joins 5 Dates and Unbeloving to in- 


rims; Bat cer true Belief nothing is clean. The 
Underftanding and the Conſcience are polluted. Both 
the Man abi Me Dijags are-impure.. 4 848.1 * | 


„ 
* 
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3 Such 5 One, You ſay, is honeſt. in his De: ahngs.. 
temperate in his, Enj Charitable to the Por. 
TLaliow it all. But, unleſs theſe ſeeming Virtues. are 
referred to the Glory of the Supreme JEHO VAH; 
unleſs they. flow from Faith in the erucified 7 ASUS; 
they may be Acts of worldly Policy, of ſelfiſh Pru- 
dence, er Phariſaical Pride. They are by no means 
1 pleaſing Qblation to the LOR D Almighty *,—- 
Nay inſtead of being Acta of Duty, and Objects of 
Approbation, they ſtand condemned in the Scrip- 
ture, and. are Breaches of the Commandment. They 
Hand condemned in that Scripture, which declares ;. | 
Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleeſe GOD +. They 
_ are Breaches of that Commandment, which requires ;. 
rate Ye bat, or drink, Rn er e all 
pon the whole; if We vill ſubmit to We Deter- 
e of ths eſtabliſhed Church, or ANY in 
the 


$$; *: Might en this, Oise bu. wo made, wa great 
riety, in our infirmary and other charit yh gent 

Sad not the Audience be exhorted to abound in Acta 

_ of Benevolence, from a gratgſal Regard to the infinitely 


Ker 7 S 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
* N before be directed to make 
Warren in the 22 EMER's Merits ? 


Far thee Perſons may find Favour, and their Alms 
_ | Abceptance. 1 5 i: 6.—Should they not be admoniſſied, 
N believing Application to CRASH, what- 
act do, Whatever they give, is worthleſo in the 
eir MAKER, and will be fruitleſs, to. their 

— "Souls ? . Heb... xi. 6.— | 


. VE UR: was eminently typeſied b 
5. Toi Sacrifice? by 
to be offered. And from 
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the Decifion of bur divine MASTER; We thuft 
acknowledge, that there is no ſuch 'Thing'as a go] 
Work, till We are reconciled to G O P, and our 
Perſons accepted in his Sight. Therefore, to re· 
preſent our own Works, a8 the Means af Recon- 
Ciliation and Acceptance, is both chimerical and ab- 
ſurd. Chimerical, becauſe it builds upon a Phantom, 
and takes for a Reality, what has ho Exiftence. 
Abſurd; bechuſe it inverts the natural - Order, of 
Things, and would make: the Eee 
the Cauſe. r 


4.4 i 


Ther Before we quit this agreeable Retreat, let 
me allt my Aßpuſio; What He prepeſes by running 
dom all thoſe Works, which are the Produce of In- 
ward Religion, and eſſential to true Holineſs. Whoſe 
Excellency is diſplayed in the ceargft, and whoſe 
Neceſſity is urged in the /ronge/f Terms, throughout 
the whole Bible. 

Aſs. J am far from running down thoſe Works, 
which are the Produce of "inward R and 
erefore may be juſtly ſtiled, Works of Faith, and, La- 
„ Leue. .—But I would caution Us boch to take 

1 Ai La 1 


— Faith, and Labour meg 
8 re lace? 


tbe Haſſe, tranſiently, or by the 
| the true from 
2 gane Works, hay are done in Faith; . 


from — theſe, and theſe only, 
. r ſome nob 8. Ri. 


and wy many. a ſweet Flower, 


War: 6 fo the facred Nn, though * 


— es 


| ver, _ E 
91 
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Care, wok deſtitute of thoſe Cir mſt 

; which can render them truly bs oh or 
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birne "myſelf, not to repoſe our Confidence in an 
Works whatſoever. Leaſt they prove a_bruifc 

Reed, that breaks under our Weight; or a pointed 
Spear, that pierces Us to the Heart. We ſhall ne- 


ver be like the Church, Who comes up out of the 


Wilderneſs,” kaning upon her Beloved *; fo long as 
We bolſter up b Ourſelves, with a 2 of perſo- 
nal Righteouſneſs. This was the Error," the fatal 
Error of the Phariſees.” This the Film, that blinded 
the Eyes of their Mind ; and ſealed them up, under 
the Darkneſs of final Unbelief. 


Beſides, my dear Theron : If You expect to be 


ſaved by your o.ð˙ Duties, Vu will be loth to ſee 
the worſt of your Condition. Lo ſee the worſt of 


your Condition, will be 4 Dagger to your Hopes; 


and as Death to your Soul- Vou will therefore be 
inclined to daub with untempered Mortar +. Inſtead 
of acknowledging the deep Depravity of your Na- 
ture; and the numberleſs Iniquities of your Life, 
You will invent a thotifand Exciifes,” to palliatꝰ your 
Guilt. And, by this means, erect a Vall of Par- 


num, between your Soul and the Merits of your 


REDEEMER. Which will be a greater Incon- 


venience, a more deſtructive Evil, than to cut off 
all Supply of Proviſion from an Army, or even to! 


Pr the FOR rows PING the Earth. 
. 


intent as here) upon N different Point ; yet hilt in. 


cidentally ſach.valuable Truths, as chear the Believer's 


Heart, and make glad the N of our GOD. 
„ant. viii. 7. I Exek. xiii. 10. 
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er Now you talk of Armies, 1 "mult avis, 
that, though 1 have. ſcarce been able to keep m 

zround, in this argumentative Action, I. cannot 5 

pw You-the Honour of a Victory. As a. Retreat 0 | 
very different from a Rot. 

Ap. I would alſo remark, that my 17 1 
changed the intended Plan of our Operations. Has 
almoſt continually acted upon the Offen/ve, While 
my. Part has been only to ſuſtain the Shock. At our 
next Encounter, You may expect to have the Order 
of Battle reverſed. I ſhall direct my Forces to begin 
the Charpe. Put Yourſelf therefore in Readineſs for 
a briſk Attack, 

Ther, You act the fair Enemy, Aßpaſio, I. muſt 
confeſs ; z in thus giving e: Alarm, before You make 
the Altar. 3 

4 P. This Hoſtility may appear Fairen foil when, 
f af allure You, that my Weapons aim not at the Den. 
ſtruction of your Combe, or the Demolition of any 
valuable Intereſt... Only they would e mighty, 
through GOD, to pull down the Strong-halds of Un- 
belief; * and bring every. (elf-exalti „every rehellious- 
T bought, captive unto CHRIS . Captive, in a 
profeſſed Submiſſion to his Righteouſneſs, as, well a as 
dutiful Subjection to his Commands, —And, when 
ſuch is the Tendency of the Campaign, it will be 
your greateſt Advantage, to loſe the View. It will 
be better than a Triumph, to acknowledge Your, 
vanquiſhed. * 
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dice in me, and be e of Taj 
Rice to You, Appaſo. Therefore, I 
am now ready to give You all the Satisfation, which 
a Gentleman can demand. — Only as the Weather 
continues hazy, 1 oa ers ah Moore] be ce 
b | 

enge! Theron — 


Kang 
TE, oe bot Would You 
ea your Wor and play the Poltreon ? 
. Per „Ir N AP on to oy" 
e of a Brother Hero; who ran away from 


the Field of Battle, juſt as his Comrades werevad- 
vancing to charge the Enemy. And when called to 
an Account for his Behaviour, right worthily al- 


eee not from any 
Timidity 


4 
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midity of Mind ; no, but from a Concern for dt 

be end For, quoth He, I bad been 
a the Hand to- day, how ſhould I have been able 
fight for my Country to-morrow * f-  , | * 
+You ſmile, Theron, ety oily Wnton, wa 
his ſage Maxim.—But, fince You have glanced at a 
certain modiſh Cuſtom, give me Leave very ſe- 
riouſty to aſſure Lou; That, if the Affair was to be 
determined by Sword and Piſtol, I ſhould reckon ſuck 
a Conduct, a reſolute Refuſal at leaſt, not at all un- 
manly; but the du wiſe and gallant ' Behaviour. 
For furely, it can never be an Inftance of Wiſdom, 
to hazard my Life, at the mere Caprice of a turbu- 
lent Ruffian; who is a Stranger to all the Princi- 
ples of Humanity and Generoſity, but a Slave, an 
abandoned Slave, to his own ungovernable Paſſians. 
urely, it can never be an Act of real Bravery,. wo 
expoſe my Perſon z becauſe ſome ſool- hardy Practi- 
tioner in the Fencing-fchool, is deſperate enough to 
riſk his. The Gentleman, the true Gentleman, 
ſhould exert a becoming Dignity of Spirit; and ſcorn 
2 


1 , 7 
"OT "Ther 


— 


* Something like this even the grave Bens Al- 
ledged, in V indication of his - Cad, 2 


The Man that runs away, - 
bane in i Pe to — 


F  Aſpafio calls UTE na dated 2 
ſuch, —— all che Maxims of 

fantaſtical and falſe Honour, He will certainly be 
when tried at the Bar of Reaſon or Juſtice. For, if the- 
| moſt impetuous, irrational, and bratal - in al- 
lowed to conſtitute a Bully, Hz has an indiſputable Title 
3 — IRnn 1s 
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7555. . d Apes, Honour 
— REY 5150 de, our . 
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rey & ws the: Gendenten- af the Sword ſo cles 
gantly ſpeak, white-lrvered Animals. 

A. Loſe our Reputation, Theron ! Amongſt 
whom, I beſeech You ?—A few' raſh and precipitate 


Creatures: The Pupils of La Mancha's Knight: 


The Sons of Chimera and Cruelty. Whoſe Ap- 
plauſe is Infamy z and their Detraction the higheſt 
Praiſe they can beſtow. From every judicious and 
worthy Perſon, your Conduct will be ſure to gain 


Approbation, and your Character Eſteem, When . 


Ceſar received a Challenge from Anthony, to engage 
Him in ſingle Combat, He very calmly anſwered the. 
| Bearer of the Meſſage; I Anthony is weary of Life, 
tell Him, there are other Mays to Death, befides the 

Point of my Sword. Who ever deemed this, an In- 
| ſtance of Cowardice! All Ages have admired it, as 
| the Act of a diſcreet and gallant Man; who was ſen- 


ſible of his own Importance, and knew ho to treat 
the petulant and revengeful Humour of a AY | 


ed Adverſary with its deſerved Contempt. 


$ * 1 308 $243 Gs 4 . 7 3 73 N *% : N 


bs you 


"I" | , | | D e 


— — — it 


This Kind.of Gentepare lted——it a/BOOK, with 
which they have little or no Acquaintance 3 but , whoſe. 
Maxims will be had in Reverence, when their Names 
are loſt in Oblivion—Rtx& 22 The Sons of Bi, or 
The Children of Noiſe. Jerem. xlviii. 45, 
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arely to Joſe our . Life, is the, agus hey 

1 a - SOAR) tis Seki 8 5 
piegnant with a long, an 

iſaſtrous HERON to Lava . . 
Friends, Aſſociates, and the Community Ati is 
infallible Expedient, to be deprived of the 27 avour 15 
the infinite G O D, and to be excluded from the 
Joys of his eternal Kingdom.—lt is the ſure Way, 
to become an Object of Abhorrence to the 
of Light; HT Bo nate the Tas g-fock of De- 
vils, in their Dungeons of Darkneſs ®. Shame, ever- 
laſting Shame, /hall be the Reward of ſuch Galan 
try, the Promotion of ſuch Fools 4. 

Ther. With regard to this Point, I am in 
of your Opinion, Aſpaſi 3 however I may di 
others Particulars. | 0 

Say You fo, Theron! Would Yau a 

ramely ſubmit to Aﬀronts, gre. and Injuries? RY 


" Ther: 


2 e —.— ex- 
cellent Perſon, addreſſing Himſelf to one — theſe un- 
happy Depperade ) e that all Duels, or ſingle Combats, 
« are murderous ; blanch them wo (how You 8... 
« /with' Names of Honour, and honeſt Pretences, their 
« Uſe: is ſinful, and their Nature deviliſn. See the 
ſele& Works of Biſhop Hall, in one Volume Fol. p. 526. 
Where the Reader wil find a happy Mixture of true 
Oratory, and ſound Divinity; a rich Vein of Fancy, and a 
ſweet Spirit of Piety ; Contemplations the Hiſtories 
of Scripture (which, J think; are our Prelate's Maſter- 
Piece) as 'entertaining and infirufive, as the 3 u- 
ſtrated are important and wonderful. N ; 

a few ſtiff or antique Phraſes, I cannot but "eſteem the" 
Works of this Av aer, among Ye . — en 
poſitions extant in our Language - mas, 
ee f Prov: 1.35. . aA 
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Ther, As to the trifling Affronts of a peeviſh incon- 
tinent Tongoe, 1 would treat them with a ſuperior 
Scorn,', And when thus created, they are ſure to re- 
coil, wich the keeneſt Edge, and fevereſt Weight, 
upon the impotent Malice that offers hem. The 
Wretch ſhould fee, that I could pity his Miſery, and 
nile at his Folly.— But as to Injuries, the Caſe is 
otherwiſe. Should any. one offer Violence to my 
Perſon, tis at his Peril. He would find, and per- 
haps to his Smart, oy 


| Be Nos Tels Alen, Firrumgue dend debilt Dad 
 Spargimus, er nofiry ſequitur de Vulnere Sanguis. 


Here, che fundamental and everlaſting Law of Self- 
preſervation calls upon Us to play the Man. And. 
am ſure, -Chriftiaxity does not require Us, to yield our 
Throats to the Kniſe, or open our n 


5 Dagger. 


But to 00 11 ſit 1 in- 


die a formal Challenge —ſeems to me altogether as 


javage and inignitous, as to aſſault on the Hi 


He that demands my Money on the Road, or 


Exports. by an incendiary Letter, or decays me into 
tze Snare by & forged and counterfeit Note; is 
matixed for a Villain; is abhorred by every P 


. of Integrity $26, when detected, is rewarded wich 


a Halter. Why ſhould We reckon the he 
Bravo leſs mjurious * Who makes — — >| 
my very Life; and thirfts, with infatiable Fury, for 


22 


. . ns hens. h & lid. 
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37 
Ver. A Chance Of what ?—Either of falling * 


Sacrifice to his Rage, or of imbruing my Hande in 
his Blood. Which is neither more nor lefs, han re- 
ducing me to a Neceſſity, of launching into Damnation 
myſelf, or of tranſmitting a Fellow-creature to eter - 
nal Vengeance. And is this an Extenuation? 75 
a mitigating Circumſtance? It really proves the Prac- 
tice ſo inexcuſably wicked, that nothing can be 
pleaded in its Defence. The very Argument, uſed 
to juſtify the horrid Deed, inflames * 
Malignity. 

Tis Pity, but the legiſlative Authority onal in- 
terpoſe, for the Suppreſſion of ſuch a flagrant Wrong 
to Society, and ſuch a notorious. Violation of aur 
denign Religion. Why ſhould not the Laws de- 
are it Fel, ta make the firſt Overture ſor a 
Dal? Since it is always. are keines, and fie» 
quently more pernicious. Is always Murder in the 
_ Eitention, and frequently iſſues in double Deſtruction: 
the One, inflicted by the Stab of Violence; che 
Other, executed by the Sword of Juſtice,” 

N Might i it not, at leaſt, be branded with ſome 
Mark of public Infamy, ot ſubjectec to a ſerere peru 
mary Mult ? So that 2 Gentleman of Spirit and 
Temper might have it in his Power, to return the 
3 of eee Letter er e 


4 N © L4f%, . 1 ol 
- . Q i» * 


I 5 Ut 

10 neee vou may -higk wha Life, 
4 J ſet too high a Value upon mine to expoſe it as 
a Mark for undiſciplined and outrageous Paſſions.— 
Wr 
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* me; benbvblent, or arhiable, as to draw n 
Sword for your Deſtruction, becauſe you have 


ie been overcome by mnt and #nreaſonable be 


_ <6, ſentment.—You have gayen me an 
4 'of acting the G and the Chriftian, And: 
this Challenge I accept, as a Note under your, 
Hand for five hundred Pounds ; which will very 
Nn according to Law, by 


IE ft, + * 5 N 
mern . : +4 S IN. 
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45. But to teſume the proper Subjet—the Naw 
ture of our Engagement. Which I now recolle&, 
and which was explained, when I ventured to give, | 


what You call The Challenge. —As it is not my The- 


ron, but the Obſtacles of his Faith, and nn 
of his Felicity, that I am to encounter, perhaps I 
n ſand wy Ground. Wins in- 


| Read 
* not the Refiſer of a | Challen FR | 


—— Didindion, reſembling the Guse 


3 the antient Romans Since, by his c 


and temperate Bravery, He ſaves one Life from the Sword, 
another from the tinker — Woe ſome honorary Diſtinc- 


tion, on the one hand, united to a pecuniary Forfei- 
ture on the other, I cannot but think, they would 'prove 


an effeftual Method to check the P. of this deſtruc - 


tive Evil. It would break the Tee r 


own Weapons, and turn the Artillery of Reven 
Herſelf. Thoſe deteſtable Paſſions would be dude to *. 


dulge themſelves in this horrid Manner, if it wks made the % 


fare Way to ennoble and enrich the Object of their Rage 


N. B. The Civic Crown was an Ornament afigned to | 


thoſe Soldiers, who had in Battle reſcued a Fellow-ci - 
tizen from impending Death. | 


Ys : 


*+ a we Maw oo fouSbicn r 


Ne tad. Yi hraownoant 


Ther. LA nt [bow n | 


your late Attempt... . You undertook to run, down. a 
Works of Righteouſneſs, as, abſolutely unable to find 
Acceptance with & OD, and equally inſufficient, ta 
recommend Us to his Favour.—It is for the Credit 
of theſe, which Aſpaſio has eee chat I _ 
the Liſts. * 7251 5 4 
Aſp. Pray, what is the Standard, to. which thele 
Works. of Righteouſneſs muſt. be conformed ; and 


by which their Sufficiency may be determined? 


Der. The moral Law, " Qoubtleks: I know 09 . 
other Standard of Righteouſneſs, nor 07 other Wr 


of becoming righteous. 


Ab. Agreed, Theran. Wer will Join, 979 on x. vi 


Footing ; and try the Merits of our Cauſe, before 2 
Tribunal. _ Yourſelf ſhall be the Judge. I will 


aſk your Opinion, and refer myſelf to your Deciſion, 


—You ſee, I am ſoon weary of the military Style. 
I had, intruded myſelf on a Part, which I was not 


| confi ah, act;, and now reſume a more becoming 


i You kack me on the Bench, ſhall" al- 
low: Wo) no fuch Digreffions ; ; but ſhall keep * You 


A 


cloſet to the Subject. 

"Ah. Has your Lordſhip then confidered tue . 
ture of the divine Law,. and the Extent of i its — * 
ligations ? 

* Te. It obliges 'all Perſons, and comprizes "tle | 
Wh Duty of Man. It forbids all Immorabity, 


>a. 
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a ing all the Qbligations. of Equity, He- 
Conſcience, 1 ſhall certainly evidence, ayj-+ 
: jp hea Friend, are prompts his trueſt 


2 
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Are not mann 
fn nn e . | 


. intarged.="Fhe 
Empire of the Law, as probibitory of Evil, extends 
both to the outward andinward Man. It takes Cog- 
nirance of the Actions. Tt judges every Word. All 
the Operations, and all the Diſpoſitions of the Soul, 
come under its facred Juriſdiction.—It is indeed a 
Diſcerner, not only of che working Thoughts, but 
alſo of the dawning Intentions; and arraigns them 


afunder of the Soul and Spirit . Not the inmoſt Re- 
ceſſes'of the Breaſt, are too deep for its Penetration; 
nor all the Artifices of the deceitful Heart, too ſub- 
tle for its Deteftion;—Other Laws forbid the unclean 
AQ; this condemns the wanton Eye, and irregular 
Deſire. Other Laws puniſh the injurious Deed ; 
this paſſes Sentence on the unguarded Sallies of Paſ- 
fion, and the moſt ſecret Emotions of Reſentment. 
So eminently true is that Remark of the Fſalmiſt, 
Thy Commandments ars exceeding broad f. Tell me 
now, Theron, has yaur Obedience been commentu.- 
| rate © this extenſive Platform of Duty ? © ; 
- "Ther. If the Law be ſo very extenfive— 
ts Nay, my Friend, You cannot ie Bat 
I have ſtretched, to an undue Extent, the Obligations 
of the divine Law. Since this Interpretation is eſta- 
bliſhed-by an Authority, too great to be controverted ; 
too clear to be miſunderſtood ; even by the Authority 
"of CHRIST Himſelf. Whole Sermon upon the 
- oP is n of the Command- 


1 za mente, 
„ Heb. iv. 0. + Pfal. cxix. 956. 


both at its awful Bar. It pierces even to the diving 
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5 2 moſt explicit Many er, 
all that I have advanced.—So that, if our LORD. 
Expoſition is juſt, I chinle, it will- be neither raſh, 
nor uncharitable to ſay, 3 a Man upon 


pes bel them alk - on it 32 nant - 


+ Ther. Are We — 1 
All Murderers? Shocking to imagine 

b. It is ſhocking, I „ 
more fo, if ſuch — — ann, 

— This is no Proof of your Ailtion, my 
good Friend, 

Asp. To be fond of Gold; to be enamoured with 
the World; to love any Creature more than the ever 
bleſſed CREATOR; are Inſtances of {dalatry, 


not quite ſo groſs, but altogether as real, as to ſet | 


up Idols in our Temples, or pay Acts of Adoration 
to ſenſeleſs Images. Have — 
ow this mers of the Afedtions?. 

Our infallible TEACHER has informed Ie, 
That unreaſonable Anger, contemptuous Lan 


and malevolent Wiſhes, are each a Species of Mur- 


der; and not many Removes from the Aſſaſſinꝰ's 
deadly Stab. Have You been always mw 
benexolent, and never chargeable. with this nental 
micide? 


We are. farther 3 aſſured, That re eu | 


;nordingte Deſire is, in the impartial Eſtimategof 
Heaven, as the Commiſſion of the impure Deed. 
And evil Concupiſcence of every Kind violates that 
* as Tn gy we cavet *, Has your 

r. I. , Wil 


» Aſdafio's Obſervation P49 to my Remembrance a 
remarkable Incident ; which, as it is daite pertinent to our 


Purpoſe, 


ON I EE CO ee o_—_— 
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Wal been ihvariably upright, and warped wich no 
irregular Inclination ? Are You our unpdlluted 
with this Adultery of the Heart K es 0d 


"Lone 


mee the Pn will 8 me to relate. It paſſed 
between a Friend of mine, and a certain ingenious 
Stranger, into whoſe Com any He happened to fall.— 
e Gentleman was extolli n at an extravagant Rate, 
the Virtue of Honey: what 2 3 it imparted to our 
Nature How it recommended Us to the SUPREME 
Me 7 G! He confirmed all by a celebrated Line from. 
r fe, | 


A honeſt Man s the nobleft Work 270 0 D. | i F " 


Sie, replied my Friend, however excellent the Virtue 
of Honeſty may be, I fear, there are very few Men in 
the World, that really poſſeſs it. —You ſurpriſe me? ſaid 
the Stranger.— — Ignorant as J am of your Character, Sir, 
L. fanſy, it w be no difficult Matter, to prove even 
Teu a diſhoneſt Man.—I defy Vou.— Will You give m 
Leave then, to aſk You a Queſtion or two; and promiſe 
not to be offended ?—Afſk your Queſtions, and welcome. 
— Have you never met with an Opportunity of getting 
Gain by ſome unfair Means ?—The —. 
I don't aſks, Whether You made »/e 1 but whether 
You have met with, ſuch Op —_ ? I, for my Part, 
have; and, I believe, oy lie has.—Very — | 
bably I may.—How did You feel — Mind 
ſuch Occaſions ? Had You no ſecret Deſire, not the 4 
Inclination, to ſeize the Advantage that offered! Tell 
me, without any Evaſion, and conſiſtently with the Cha- 
rater You admire; Had You no ſecret Inclination to 
make uſe of ſuch Opportunity I muſt acknowledge, I 
have not always been N free from every irregu- 
lar Inch rraticn, but—Hold, Sir; none of your Salvo's. 
You have confeſſed enough. If You nad the Defire, 
though You never proceeded to the Action, this ſhews 
You was. mo in Haar. This is What the Scrip- 
ture calls Concupiſcence. It defiles the Soul. It is a 
Breach of that Law, which requires Truth in the inner 
Parts. And, unleſs You are pardoned through the 
Bleed of CHRIST, will be a juſt Ground of your 
Condemnation, when & O D ball ods the Secrets of Men. 


& 
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I wait not for a Reply. I have oſten heard Wu 
plead Guilty nee to on — __ of * 
1 reſpectively. 
Ther. Where, and oli 69065 ? | 
Ap. In the moſt ſacred Place, and on the moſt 
folemn:Occafion. And not You only, but a whole 
Multitude of felf-condemned Criminals, — Our 
Church, You know, has ingrafted. the Decalogue 
into her public Service; and taught all her Members 
to anſwer, after the Repetition of each Command- 
ment; LORD, have Mercy upon Us, and incline 
our Hearts to keep this Law. Is not this an Acknow- 
ledgment of Diſobedience in every Particular? Ig 
* ſuch the Meaning of our Reſponſe ? We are 
c yerily guilty concerning this Thing. And we 
c humbly implore, both pardoning Mercy for the 
cc paſt, and ſtrengthening Grace for the future,” _. 
Give me Leave to urge my Queſtion a little far- 
ther. Is there a ſingle Day, in which you have not 
tranſgreſſed, ſome way or other, this ſacred Rule ? 
Ther. If the Law of G OD will diſpenſe with no- 
Deviation, not even in the firſt Starts of Thought, 
or the leaſt Wanderings of Deſire.— But ſurely to af- 
firm this, is to extend the Law beyond all reaſonable 
Bounds. The Motions of evil Deſire, if indulged, 
are undoubtedly criminal. But are they alſo where 
immediately re/trained, Breaches of Duty? I ſhould 
rather imagine, that ſuch "Temptations are thrown ' 
in our Way, for the Trial of our Obedience: 
which, had they no Power over our Affections, would - 
not be Tryals; and, when they are N 


—_ cannot be Faults. | | 7 8 * | 
oh Y 2 45. 
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Ah What was the Judgment of our Refor mers P 
And What is the Voice of our Church? We may 

find both in the Ninth Article. “ Although chere 
is no Copndemmation for them that believe and are 
n baptiſed, yet the Apoſtle doth confeſs, that Con- 
s cupiſtenee and Luft hach of itſelf the Nature of 
« Sin.” It is not ſaid, Concupiſcence hath then only 
the Nature of Sin, when it is ripened into Action; 
but of 96/4, and before it breaks out into he Com- 
— | 

Mer. This I can truly plead in my hen Bekiale; 
That it has not been cy//omary with me to offend ; 
ag * Ar b ene e 


— My dear Theron, do ust offer to palliatr your 
Gul. duch an Opiate may ſtupify, but will not 
cure: or rather, like Opiates ill prepared, it will in- 
toxicate the Mind, and counteract the Operation of 
every healing Medicine.— Beſides, it is not only per- 
nicious, but falſe and unreaſonable. You know the 
Uſe of that ſolar Microſcope, r able to inform 
| mut its Effects. 

Dher. I ought to be protey u tested wich 
w Experimens f ſince it has long been my fa- 
woutite Diverſion, to employ à ßen ſpare Hors in 
pom Speculations, , 

Aſp. ———— od ee nk, accom 
modated to the ſurpriſing Inſtrument. When, in this 
- Situation, the Animal was pricked by a very fine. 
Needle; your Eye, your naked Eye, juſt perceived 
the Pun/Fure ; and diſcovered, perhaps, a Speck of Moi- 
ſure oozing from the Orifice. But, in what Man- 
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ner were they repreſented by the magnifying Inſtru- 
ment? .- 

. Ther, The Puncture is widened ito; 6 Sigh | 
Gad. The Speck of Moiſture ſwelled into a copioug 
Stream ; and flowed, like a Torrent, from the gap- 
ing Wound. An Ox, under the ſacrificing Knife, 
ſcarce looks more bulky, or bleeds more largely. 

Aſp. Don't You apprehend my Deſign -f Ie, 
ſhort-ſighted Mortals, and almoit blinded with Self- 
love; if Ve cannot but be ſenſible of our. Faults ; 
how flagrant muſt they appear, in what enormous 
Magnitudes, and with what aggravating Circum- 
— | 
trating 

Inſtead of attempting to extenuate our Offences, 
let Us make ſome ſuch improving Reflections. 
« If this holy Law, which prohibits the minuteſt 
„Failure, form the Iuditement; if this all- diſcerning 
« GOD, who fifts our Conduct even to the ſmalleſt 
PDeſect, be the Judge; if our perſonal Goodneſs, 
which abounds with Imperfections, be our Play 
« what can We expect, at that deciſive Hour, when 
« GOD ſhall lay Judgment to the Line, and Rigb- 
6+ teouſneſs to the Plummet * ?-—Surely,(this Conſider · 
ation ſhould incline Us, to adopt the wiſe and ar+ 
dent With of the Apoſtle ; That He may now, in 
c“ this our Day, win CHRIST; and, at the laſt 
<« tremendous Audit, be found in Him; nat having 
aur own Righteaufueſs, which is of the Lats, far the 
«© Foundation. of our Hopes, but. the Righteouſneſs 
6 which is of G O D, by Faith in FESUS 


- CHRIS T 4”. 


'Y 1 Conſider 
„ Ifai, xoxvili. 17. + Phil, in. 8, 9, 11. 
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| Confider the 1 in its e Gua. as in- 
joining whatever is excellent. Can Y ou hope, Theron, 
to be juſtified by it, if You fall ſhort of its Demands, 
not barely in a few Inſtances, but in every Action of 
your Life, and every Temper of your Heart?! 
© Ther, Such a Hope, cheriſhed amidſt ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, would be fallacious and abſurd. But I truſt, 
J am not ſo very faulty, or rather fo 2 abandon- 
at, as your Interrogatory ſuppoſes. 7 LOG, 
Aßp. Have You duly weighed the Per fene and 
Se of the divine Law ?—It is a Tranſcript of 
the unſpotted Purity, and abſolute Rectitude of the di- 
vine Nature. It requires an wnreſerved Obedience to 
all GOD's Commands, and a moſt unfeigned Sub- 
miſſion to all his Diſpenſations; without regretting 


the former, as a grievous Yoke ; or repining at the 


latter, as rigorous Treatment.—It calls, not only for 
external Duty, but alſo for the moſt upright Imagina- 
tions, and devout Affections.—It inſiſts upon the Ex- 
erciſe of every Virtue, and that in the high Degree. 
Love, without the leaſt Lukewarmneſs; and Faith, 
without any Diffidence: a Sanctity of Deſire, that 
knows no Stain; and an Humility of Mind, that is 
free from all Elatement.—In a Word; it requires 
Vs to be perfect, r — 
Heaven is pan = od ist 7 . RE 344%) 
Dio any of your Actions come ap to du Wade 
Standard? Are any of your Graces thus refined.? 
Der. Am I then abſolutely an Inſoluent before the 
great LORD of the Univerſe? Have I no Lamb 
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in my Fold without a Blemiſh ? Nothing i in my Life, 
nothing 1 in wy n but what 4 is deſective . de- 
filed? | 5 
Asp. Indeed, iu Re 
tion alone, but the Condition of the moſt irreproach- 


able Perſon on Earth. There is None perſect, in any | 


Character, or in any Work, no not One. None 
that obeys the divine Law, uniformly, n. 
and completely. 

Caſt your Eye upon the Names, mhiad. are Ky 
joined to thoſe beautiful Prints, How elegant is the 
"Engraving | How accurate are the Letters! The 
Strokes moſt delicately fine] their Shape moſt exact- 
ly. true Let me aſk You. to tranſcribe, them with 
your Pen; and make the Copy equal to the Original. 
Preſerve all the noble Boldneſs of the Raman Stamp, 
and all the graceful Softneſs of the Italian Touch. 
What? Could You not execute this Taſk, even in 
your preſent «nimparred Health, and with the Exer- 
tion of all your Skill? How ſhamefully then muſt. 
Vou fall ſhort, if your Eyes were dim with Age; if 
your Hands ſhook with a paralitic Diſorder; and your 
Underſtanding was oppreſſed with a lethargic Dub 
neſs ?—Such is really the Caſe with regard to all the 
Children of Men, Our Nature — our 
moral Ahilities are enervated; and our intellectual 
Faculties clouded. And can We, in ſuch a State of 
Anpotence, tranſcribe that ſacred Syſtem,. which is the 
very Image of GOD tranſcribe it into our Tem- 
pers, and render it legible in our Lives, without 
diminiſhing one Jot or Tittle of its perfect Purity ? 

Ther. Though I fall ſhort, there are Chriſſians of 
a much higher Claſs. © Chriſtians, I do not doubt, 
who have theſe Laws written on their Hearts; all 

1 whoſe 
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whoſe Tempers are caſt into this heavenly Mould. 
Nor am I myſelf without Hopes of making more con- 
fiderable Advances in Holineſs. 9.4 

Aſp. May your Hopes be quickened into bigs 
Endeavours ! And your Endeavours be crowned with 
abundant Succeſs What You ſuppoſe, concerning 
' very eminent Chriſtians, I cannot wholly admit, nei- 
ther do I wholly deny. They may have all their 
Tempers caſt into the heavenly Mould : but then, 
they are conformed to the ſacred Pattern, only in 
Part.” There is a Reſemblance; yet not ſuch” as 
that clear and fteady Mirror (pointing to a fine Glaſs 
over the Chimney-piece) exhibits ; but ſuch as ſome 
turbulent and muddy Stream reflets,—If the Breaſts 
of theſe eminent Chriſtians were formed on the 
Model of Druſus's * Houſe; I verily think, You would 
have a we re of their Rechen in Vir- 
tue. 

David, whom G0 himſelf dignifies with the 
moſt exalted of all Characters, and ſtyles a Man after 
his own Heart 4 ; who, to a molt inflamed Love; 
added a moſt accurate Knowledge, of the divine 
Teſtimonies ; was deeply ſenſible of the Truth, I 
_ inculcate. After mw nee Contemplation 

of 


* , à noble Rate, was — up- 
on a Model for hie new Houſe ; the Architect offered to 
build it in ſuch @ Taſte, that no Eye ſhould overlook any 
of his Rooms. Tau quite miſtake my Inclination, » ſaid 
Dyufus.” 8 I would 
have 1 contri ved, ubat every Paſſenger may ſee, 


ed within. ul; 
+ For the Propriety of this acter, and its Corre- 


ſpondence with the Perſon, I would refer the Reader to 
e in Dialogue I. p. * | 


4 
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of che Sublimity, the Extent, the Sanctity of thoſe 
heavenly Inſtitutes, He breaks out into this humbling, * 
Exclamation z * Who aan tell, how oft He offend», 
& tb Was the moſt vigilant Conduct, or the 
<< moſt. purified Soul, examined by this conſummate 
&. Rule ;. innumerable would be found the Slips of the 


6 former, and £/oring would the Failures of the lat- 


I | ACT 

Ther. I cannot ſee the Reaſon, for degrading hus, 
man Nature, to ſuch an extravagant Degree; and. 
ranking human Works amongſt the Refuſe of. 
Things. 

Aſp. Do You aſk the Reaſon of this. Remon- 
ſtrance ?—lt is to preſerve. Us from the miſchievous 
Error of the Phariſce. * meaſuring Himſelf, 
not by the true, ſublime, and extenſiue Senſe of the 
Law, but by a falſe, debaſed, and mutilated. Inter- 
pretation, became haughty in his own Conceit, and 
abominable in the Sight of G O D. — Hear Him 
trumpeting his own Praiſe ; I am no Extortioner, nd. 
Adulterer +, This, the poor vain Creature fanſied, 
was a ſufficient Obedience, paid to the ſecond Table. 
See Him ſtill ſtrutting in his own imaginary Plumestz 

I 


2% 


* Pal. xix. 12. 1 A 11. 
+ This ſeems to give the 2 * ifcation of „ 


. 16 which is high 


of Solomon, were-ipdly eſteemed among 3 
to whom our LORD addreſſed his Diſcourſe. _ Yet. 
None can ſuppoſe, that the Endowments of thoſe il - 
n — — in the Sight of 


GOD, 
. Whereas 
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£faft twice: in the ect; I give Tythes' of all that I 
faſſeſa * This, He fooliſhly dreamt, was a due 
Compliance with the Demands of the fir Table. 
The young Ruler, ſeems to have been under the ſame 
Deluſion, when He had the Aſſurance to declare; 
All- theſe Things, which are preſcribed by the divine 
Law, have 1 kept from my Youth up +. LY "err 
A more peſtilent Opinion, it is ſcarce poſſible for 
the Mind of Man to entertain. And nothing can 
appear more egregiouſiy miſtaken, if We conſider the 
vaſt comprehenſive Scope of the ſacred Precepts; and 
are convinced, that they require an exact Conformity, 
in every Particular, and every Punctilio. 
Ther. Is there nothing valuable, in Regularity of 
Conduct, and Integrity of Heart? Is there no Ex- 
cellency,” in our Acts of Charity, and m 
Virtue ? 
Up. From our Fellyu-ertatures they and intitled 
to Reſpect, Imitation, and Gratitude. But before 
infinite Perfection, they muſt drop their Claim, and 
lie proftrate in the Duſt; imploring Forgiveneſs, not 
ern a *. — all diſcern a Beauty and 
. ihnen,, me oy a1 a 


"CES, aw is high and lifted up, hau hey and 
conceited ; Oy Sentiment of Selt- en, and all 
the Fruits dar fp ring from this biger Root; theſe are 
certainly and i . Objects of the divine Abhorrence. 
«=This Interpretation, I think, is moſt ſuitable, not only 
to Fa# in general, but to the Import of this Word in par- 
tieular: See Rom. xi. 20. Where * 22 in a fimilar 
Ace tion, tun ve. Be not minded. It ſeems 
— —— with the Tenour of our SAVIOUR's 
Reproof ; 'that juſtify Yourſelves before Men, but 
All fuck — — mpts, and every ſuch elated Air, 
the moſt holy > GOD doholds with Deteſtation. &. 
Lake xviii. 12 © © Matt. xix. 20. 
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a twinkling Luſtre in the Stars, when viewed under 
the Shades of Night. But, when the magnificent 
Source of Day ariſes, their Beauty vaniſhes, thei? 
Luſtre is Darkneſs. Such are human Accompliſh® 
ments, when compared with the perfe& Law, or 
| beheld n Wr - 
ous GOD. © © 

Der. Methinks, this Notion confounds the Dif- 
ference of Good and Evil; and, by rentlering all 
our Actions blameable, oct render them all alte. 
This i is levelling with a Witneſs | - 

Ap. It only ſhews, that there are Blemiſhes i in al, 
Whereas, Some are Flaw and Blemiſh all over. Is 
there no Difference between the Leopard's Spots, and 
the Athiopian's Soot? If I maintain, that neither of 
them are perfectly white, does this imply, that both 
are equally black ? | 

I am only alledging, That all We perform, New 
ever ſpecious it may ſeem, is very far ſhort of our ſa- 
cred Rule; and therefore cannot procure the divine 
Favour, or intitle us to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Nay, that if GO D ſhould enter into Judgment 
with Us, on the Foot of our own Performances ; He 
would diſcover ſuch Defects, even in the choiceſt In- 
ſtances of our Obedience, as would render them 
Matter of Condenmation *, not meritorious of Ap 
plaſe... 495 | a £ nk Foxy $64 

Y RG F001 , 39363101 7 4 1 22 11 Be 
TA os 1e der Aﬀertion St, Opril, in 1 Concert "with ſeve- 
ralo- ther Fathers, bears a very expreſs Teſtimony 3 
Auro n/4wv x v0 ef hg ee do Jay, waupny & arias ahnt 
4 T1 We mipupy2pos 75 x Cacantorre- Ow. Even e of 
our Attions, which ſeem to be performed. in a right Manner, 
could not eſcape Cenſure and Blame, if GOD fold bu 
Slightly examine, or bring them to the Te eft. 
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Be pleaſed to. obſerve this Penknife — What can 
de more exquiſitely .4cen, than the Edge; or more 
nicely poliſhed, than the Blade? But, how do they 
appear, when beheld * one of thoſe Micro- 

es? 
N The Edge ek x wage the 8 
Ax, or rather more hunt than his iron Wedge. The 
Poliſh reſembles a Mafs of coarſe. Metal, rudely 
hammered on the Anvil. | 

A. How very delicate is the Cambric, that forms 
your Rufles ; and gives ſuch an ornamental Air to 

our whole Dreſs! Nothing can be finer, than the 
Threads; z or more exact, than the Texture, But 
what i is their Appearance in a microſcopic View ? _ 

Ther. You would take the fine Threads for hempen | 
Cards; and would almoſt be poſitive, that they had 
been wartld together, by the clumſy Hands of the 
- Hurdle Maker ; rather than curiouſly wove, in the 
Artiſt's Loom. 

"Aſp. That lovely Piece of Enamel, which makes 
2 Part of your Lady's penſile Equipage, quite charms 
the SpeQator, with the Juſtneſs of its Figure, and 
the Radiancy of its Colours. But — | 

Ther. Under the Scrutiny | of this ſearching Infiru- 
ment, it loſes all its Elegance; and inſtead, of win» 
ning our Admiration, provokes our Contempt. It 
looks like a Heap of Mortar, plti/tered on by the 
Maſon's Trowel. 

Aſp. You ſee then, Theron, what _ Indelica- 
cies, what bungling Inequalities, this ſupplementary 

Aid to our Sight diſcovers, even in the mo/? finiſbed 
Works of human Art. So, and abundantly more, 
does the immaculate Purity of GOD, diſcern Im- 
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I faid, immaculate Purity — For, GOD is not 
only unerringly wiſe to detect, but infinitely pure to 
abhor, all Contamination, Have You confidered 
this Attribute of the GODHE AD, Theron? 

Ther. I have; and not without Amazement at the 
charming, the afl Deſcriptions, which occur in 
the ſacred Writings, -G OD is not only holy, but, 
as the Lawgiver of the you” very ſublimely expreſſes 
Himſelf, ghrious in Holineſs v. The ſacred Penmen, 
treating of this illuſtrious perfection, ſeem to labour 
che important Point. They indulge the loſtieſt 
Flights of Imagination; they employ the boldeſt 
Figures of Speech; and add the moſt glowing Co- 
lours of Eloquence ; not without frequent Acknow- 
ledgments, that all the Force of Language, is abun- 
dantly too feeble, for the unutterable Subject. | 
One of the Prophets, addrefling the K IN G eter- 
nal, immortal, inviſible, breaks out into this extatic 
Exclamation; O LORD, my GOD, my HOLY 
ONE, Thou art of purer Eyes, than (to allow, ſhall I 
ſay? This is an Aſcription of Praife, unſpeak- 
ably too mean for thy ſurpaſſing Excellency, Thou 
art of purer Eyes, than) to look upon Evil, and cam 
not behold Iniquity +.— Another, wrapt into a prophe- 
tic Viſion, ſees the Seraphim veiling their Faces, in 
Token of profound Humiliation ; hears thoſe Sons 
of Ardour and Love, crying one to Another; 44. 


V Exod, xv. 11. + Fab. i. 13. 
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= Holy is the LORD GOD of Sabaith *, 


' Nay; #6" tranſcendetitly holy, fays another devout 
— that all created Glory is totally eclipſed 
| 1 eee fo nden WA ve flier 


> 4 J nen 8 
2 7 vi. fi 5 The Poets, and Writers of 2 | bold mas 
grain iculacly fond of Machinery; ; of intro- 

1 Beings, in order to give ſome peculiar 


Dignity wo: — or ſome additional Strength to 
their Sentiments. With inimitable. Propriety, and ſur-. 
Ps Emphaſis, is this 8 a of fine Writing uſed i . 
pture. Eſpecially i in quoted above. 
+Let us: only confider — 'The he ages. Theſe are 
none other than the Dominions and | ns Prey "of 
= Who are placed at the very T oP 2 
ation; who excel in Strength and Wiſdom, in ey 
— and bright Accompliſhment. — Their * | 
JEHOVAH, who is ſeated on his # 
axon. Throne. They cover their Faces with their 
as overcome with the inſypporiabls Glories, 
— 1 beam from uncreated Majeſty, — Their Action. 
'They celebrate, not in cold Conve ation, but in 
turous Songs g5, th the amiable yet tremendous Sanctity of the 
LORD. hty, — Their Manner of , Expreſſion... 
Though filled you penetrated with the prodigious Theme, 
they attempt not to > deferibe it. Impracticable that, even 
by the Tongues of Angels! They expreſs themſelves, 
therefore, in the Language of profound Admiration ; : 
in ted, in reiterated Acclamations to the wonder- | 
ful tribute; Holy Hoy Ho be Effects of this 
au Appearance. The Poſts of the Door, ſhake at 
the Voice: the ponderous and magnificent Pillars of 
| Brafs, (fee 2 Cron. iii. 17.) tremble. like a Leaf. The 
acious and beautiful Houſe, is filled with Tokens of 
divine Indignation ; is involved in Clouds of Smoke - 
and joins with the trembling Columns, and adoring So- 
raphs, to tell the thoughtleſs World, IU hat | a, fe fearful 
is to fall into the Hands of the living GOD! The 
| — himſelf is ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment ; is over- 
whelmed with Awe ; and cries out, as be in 
= r 


3 
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nat 3 yea the Stars are not pure in bis Sight d And 
cies, He chargeth with: Folly t. 

\ Aſp. Very majeſtic Deſcriptions\! — And pray let 
Us obſerve the Impreſſions, which ſuch Beamings of 
the divine Effulgence made upon the Saints of old. 


Moſes, drawing near the cloudy Pavilion, the Preſence- 
chamber of the HOLY. ONE of {fazl, fays with 


Emotions of uncommon Dread; I exceedingly fear 


and quake t — When Fob is favoured with ſome pe- 
culiar Manifeſtations of the omnipotent G O D, 


ſee his Poſture ! Hear his Words I I abhor myſelf, and 


repent in Duſt and Aſbes |. How ſtrong is the Lan- 
guage | How deep the Abaſement! — When [/aiab 


ſaw the incomprehenſible J EH OV AH, ſitting up- 


ii 20 Dass 27 120 +, £3 WSU lore fi. OG 
«her Pangs.” —Can'any Thing be more inlivened, im- 


preflive, and alarming ? 

If I ſhall not treſpaſs upon the Reader's Patience, I 
would beg Leave to add a Remark, concerning the 
Word 'Sabaoth + which, though a Hebrew Expreſſion, is 
retained: in that excellent Hymn, intitled Te Dew ; and 


which ſome People, I am inclined to believe, inadvert- 
ently "confound with Sabbath, — The Jatter ſignifies the 
Beft of the feventh Day; and, in this Connection, yields. 
a Senſe, not very appoſite, and comparatively mean. 


Whereas, the former denotes Armies or Hoſts ; and furniſhes 
Us with an Image, truly grand and majeſtic ; worthy to be 
admitted into the Songs of Seraphs.— It celebrates GOD, 


as the great, univerſal, uncontroulable SOVEREIGN: . 
who exerciſes a fupreme Dominion over all the Orders of 
Being, from the loftieſt Archangel that ſhines in Hea- 
ven; to the loweſt 1. that crawls in Duſt. Who 
herubs, Go; and they go: to 4 


ſays to a Legion of 
Swarm of Inſects, Come; and they come: to any, to 


every Creature, Do this; and they do it. See Matt. 


viii. 9. 


| Job. xlii. 6. 


* Job wre. g. + Job iv. 18. f Heb. xii” 21, 


* 1 2 8 
— ¶ — ͤ6U—6;˙ ⁵ 2 Is 
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dan his Throne; and the Princes of Heaven, adoring 
at: bis Footſtoel ſeized with a Pang of revefential 
Fear, He eried out; Mae is me I am anime, Por 
I am a Man of unciran Lips When Reli be- 
held an emblematical Repreſentation of HTM, who 
dwelleth in Light inacceſſible : When the AN. 
TIEN T of Days, veiled under a human Shape, ap- 
peared to Daniel: though One was a devout Prieſt, 
and each was an eminent Prophet; yet, overwhelin. 
ed with a Mixture of Veneration and Terror, 
both fell deum at his Feet as dead f. And this, 
before a full Diſplay, but only before a Glimpſe of the 
GODHEAD. Which, though partial and tran- 
_ gy for an Eye of Fleſh 
ac « 31" l ne 
my Friend 1. my Theron 1 what Figure muſt 
eur mean Performances, au low Attainments make, 
before this immenſely glorious GOD? — Let Us 
obſerve the Behaviour and Spirit of Job, a little more 
particularly. He is one of your favourite Examples; 
and indeed very defervedly, For, in Piety He had 
no Superior, and no Equal; there was None lite Him 
in the Barth. Let, when He has to do with the 
MAKER of all Things, and the JUDGE of all 
Men, He pours out his abaſhed Soul in theſe very 
remarkable Profeſſions : if 1 juftify Myſelf, my own 
Auth ſhall condemn; me : if 1 ſay, I am perfect, it 
ſhall alſo prove me perverſe 2. — He declares yet far- 
ther; F { waſh myſelf in Snow-water, and mate my 
Hands never clean, yet ſhalt Thau, O righteous and 
td — — * 


+ S *S + _ — PS 


— * 1 Exek. i. Te Dan. x. 8, 9, 7 
x See Job i IX. 20, „ 317 32. | 
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wi all this Care and ' 
is he's gilty and eee 
guilty and filthy, that my own Clothes, were they ſen- 
ſible of the Pollution, could not but abhor-me. © © 
This He confeſſes, not becauſe He was an habi- 
tual Sinner, or chargeable with any ſcandalous Im- 
morality ; but becauſe his Mind was filled with the 
moſt affecting Senſe, of GO D's inconceivable Ho- 
linefs,. and infinite Glory. For, adds the venerable 
Sufferer, He it not a Man as am; but a BEING 
of fuch extenſive Knowledge, that nothing can eſcape 
his Diſcernment; of ſuch exalted Purity, that every 
Spot- of Defilement is lothſome in ha Sight. For 
which Reaſon, it is abſolutely impoſſible, that 7 ſhould 
anſwer Fim, with reference to my own perſonal Righ- 
deouſneſs: or that We ſhould come together in Fudgment, 
on any ſuch Footing, without Confuſion to N 
and Ruin to my Cauſe. 
Too all this He ſubjoins, what is fin more trdino- 
Table and exemplary : 'Though I were perfect, yet would 
T not know my Soul, I would deſpiſe my Lifte—He ſup- 
poſes Himſelf in a higher State, than your moſt ad- 
vanced Chriftian ; though I were perfect. Yet, even 
in ſuch a State, were it attainable, 7 would not knoty 
my Soul; not dwell upon, not plead, no, nor ſo 
much as cheriſh a Thought of my own Accompliſh- 
important Bufineſs 
for Cyphers 3 
—— into Shades; they ſhould in- 
tirely diſappear. —Nay more; I would deſpiſe my Life ; 
my Life, with all its moſt ſhining Actions and moſt 
diſtinguiſhed Virtues, ſhould be reckoned i 


nſignificant 
oy * Juſt ag DIS: and — 
O1. 
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; n e as a Be 


* 
. - 1 1 


Ther. Theſe are ally 6K, age 
A Law, which requires an erat? and univerſal Obe 
dience, both in Heart and Life A GOD of ſuch 
Majeſty Purity and Glory, that Men of the moſt 
- approved Integrity, are overwhelmed with Confu/or, 
in his Preſence ! ſhall conſider them, at my Lei- 
ſure, with the Attention they deſerve.— At preſent, I 
believe, Opportunity is giving Us the Slip. Vonder 
Conch gn en be moving this Way, and the Livery 
rn 1 
% idefirous. to, fix theſe Convidions— which 
Dis: gr the 4 Conſequence to our Faith and Salva» 
"tion-—deſirous to fix them on his Friend's Mind, te- 


— 
Aſp. As your Viſitants are at a Diſtance, give me 
| Leave to obſerve; That the wiſeſt of Men, attend- 
- ing to-the fh of theſe Particulars, bas poured Con- 
-- tempt upon all human Excellency ; There is not @ juli 
Man upon” Earth, that doeth Good, and finneth not . 
The Aae of CHRIST takes Shame to Himſelf, 
en the ſame Account; and teaches all Mankind, to 
ſttrike the Sail of Self-Conceit ; In many Things We 
end all +. — David, conſidering the /atter of theſe 
Points, prays with the, utmoſt Earneſtneſs; Enter 
> Hot inte Judgment with thy Servant, O LORD ! 
And. afhigns this humbling Reaſon for his Petition ; 
er, in thy Sight, ſhall no Man living be et, 
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This induced Nehemiah, who had been ſo noblhy 
lous for the Honour of his GOD, not to confide in 
His own valuable Services, but make Application to 
forgiving Goodneſs. Gpure me, O Nr 
cording te thy great Merey *. . 

Had I oe before You the Exnmple of the-joke 
Publican, who ſmote upon his Breaſt ; durſt not liſt 
up his Eyes to Heaven; but cried from the Bottom 
of a polluted Heart, GOD be merciful to me Sin- 
ner T Self-Love, might poſſibly have whiſpered; 
© Surely, Jam not to be ranked with that -abomi- 
cc nable Wretch. I ſtand upon ſome better Footing, 
ec than ſuch an infamous Offender.” With regard 
to the Hope of eternal Life, We ſtand upon no bet- 
ter, upon no other. And when /ow as that obnoxi- 
dus deſpiſed Creature, We are upon the very ſame 
Ground with the moſt exalted Saints. They all ap- 

pear before the MAJESTY of HEAVEN, in 
the fame Attitude of unfeigned Humiliation, and 
with the fame Acknowledgments of utter Unworthi- 
neſs.—For, it is a certain Truth, and admits-of 26 
Exception; That to juſtify Sinners, is not the Privi- 
| lege of human Obedience, but the ſole Prerogative of 
| the LORD our Righteouſneſs, © | 
TDhber. Is not the Practice of Hezrkiah an Excep- 
tion to your Rule? Theſe, if I recollect aright, are 
the Words of that holy King; I be/eech Thee, 0 
LORD, remember how I have walked before Thee in 

Truth, and with a perfect Heart, and have done that 
_ which is goed in thy Sight f. 3 

eee 


e Neb, xiii, 22. 1 Luke xviii, 13. f 2 Kings 
XX, 3 on . 


. 
* * o 
64% $4 


Zea- . 


34 DFA L076 UE MI | 
Ile of his Txyal beſore the everlaſting GO D, up- 
neu own bene. 2 
with, 2 View. He-bundly repeontbaforn.che 
. Sovereign of the World, how beneficial his 
former Liſe had been, and how ſerviceable his pro- 
longed Life might be, to the beſt Intereſts of the 
F Nation. He pleads his Obedience, not in 
order to eſtabliſn a Claim to eternal Happineſs in 
Heaven; but only to obtain a Reprieve. from the 
Grave, and a Lengthening of his Tranquillity ox 
Earth. Neither is it gloried in, by way of Merit; 
but only urged, by way of Argument: As though 
He had faid ; ** Remember, gracious GOD, how 1. 
4 have exerted my royal Authority, to ſuppreſs. Idola - 
'< try, to extirpate Vice, and to promote thy true 
-&. Religion, Confider, how greatly thy People ſtand 
c in need of ſuch a vigilant and zealous Governor; 
* and to what a miſerable Condition both Chureh 
ce and State may be reduced, if Thou takeſt away. 
thy Servant by this threatened hut untimely Stroke. 
<< And, ſor the Welfare of Hrael, for the Honour of 
thy Name, for the Support ade ann Ce 
er me a little 128 
A Hals pauſed; expecling a Reply, —&s Then: 
continued filent and muſing, Aſpaſu, with a Smile - 
Benevolence, proceeded. Come, my Theron; Why 
ſo deep in Thought? Have Lou any Objection ta the 


Evxidences. I haus produced They, axe ſome. of the 
moſt dignified Characters, and iſlaſtrious Perſonages, 
that could be ſelected ſrom all Ages: Kings, Princes, 
and Patriots; Prieſts, Saints, and Martyrs. Should 
theſe be deemed inſufficient, I can exhibit a larger and 
nobler 


_ 
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nobler Cloud of Witneſſes — larger, for they are a 
great Multitude, which no Man cam number; of at 
Nations, and Kindreds, and People, and Tonguss— 
nobler, for they ſtand before the Throne, and before 
the LAMB, clothed with white Robes, and 
Who they are, and Whence they came? Their An- 
ſwer is comprized in one of my favourite Portions of 
Scripture : one of thoſe delightful Texts, from which 
Fhope to derive Conſolation even in my laſt Mo- 


repeat it, though it may de been mintibau UU 
former Converſation. Mio are they, who came 'out of 
great Tribulation ; and have waſhed our Robes, and 
— ie OPT HSE: a” 
are We before the Throne. | 

Some of them laid down their Lives for the bake 
of CHRIST; nam of them were eminent for 
Works of Righteouſneſs ; all of them were endued 
with real Holineſs. Yet, none of theſe Qualifica- 
tions conſtituted their Paſſport into the Regions of 
eternal Felicity. They had waſhed" their Robes ; had 
fled to the Atonement, and pleaded the Merits, of 
JESUS their SAVIOUR—Hereby they had made” 
them white; this was the Cauſe of their Acquittance 


from Guilt, and their complete Juſtification And 
therefore, on this Account, their Perſons were accepted; 


they were preſented without Spot before the Throne; 
and admitted — — Which ie 2 


5 th, YT 


SOD Right - hand for dene 
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- ® Rev. vii. 14, 15. 


ments. For which Reaſon, You will allow me to 


n 5 ” * 4 n by 1 
00 > — — . — amen * ** 
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© Ther. L have no Objection to your Witneſſes, But, 
methinks, your Doctrine 1 ee 
man Nature. 
Ap. A Sigh, Theres, at it & agreeable to the 
Genius of the Goſpel. Which is calculated, as the 
eloquent Iſaiab foretold, to humble the Sinner, and 
exalt the SAVIO UR“; The Loftineſs of Man 
ſhall be bowed down, and the Haughrineſt of Men ſhall 
be made tow, and the LOR D alone ſhall be exalted 

in that Dey : « Man, though naturally vain, ſhall 
- he made ſenſible of his numberleſs Offences ; ſhall 
« ſee the Defects that attend his higheſt Attainments ; 


«« ſhall confeſs: the Impoſhbility of being juſtified by 


* the Deeds of the Law; and place all his Hope 
<<. upon the propitiatory Death, and meritorious Obe- 
2 of the LORD 9 CHRIST.“ 


This corntſponds with 2 very valuable, Maxim, 


* an eminent Divine once recommended to his Peo- 


le, as a Touchffone to diſtin iſh evangelical Truth. . 
That Doctrine, he ſaid, tends 


To humble the Sinmer ; 
To exalt the SAVIOUR; 
A To promate Holingſ; 
—.— which tends to accomplih of theſe De: 
figns, Vou —— as ſound, which is de · 


fective in its Influence on any n You ſhould 
Fejett as corrupt. + Hi. 


"The END of the . ME. 


